
The Battle of Ideas? 
 
That Nepal is at a crossroads is a fact of life. True, the latest developments signify a 
battle of ideas between the status quo-ists and maoists but whether winds of change could 
stabilise Nepalese polity is open to question. There is every reason to believe that the 
seven party alliance that runs the caretaker government at the moment is trying to 
maintain the status quo without conceding much space to the maoists to maneuver. And 
yet all are worried about maoists as they might reject ‘orthodox’ policies and search for 
other ways to achieve social development. 
 
It is now almost certain that UN is expected to play a major role in what they call peace 
process. But UN’s failure as a peacekeeper in almost all theatres of conflict, has been 
staggering since the days of Vietnam war. UN sold peace and stability in the Middle 
East—and in the Balkans, only to jeopardise peace and aggravate tensions. Also, it acted 
as a proxy for US on a number of occasions, betraying the ideals for which it was created 
in the first place. India is opposing UN involvement in the Nepalese crisis for reasons 
other than peace, as it would curtail its decades-old sway over Nepal’s political and 
economic life. 
 
But UN is more concerned about how to reverse the maoist swing in Nepal’s volatile 
political atmosphere. Nepal being the storm centre of people’s revolutionary initiative in 
South Asia, communist revolutionaries in the region are too eager to see sacrifices made 
by so many Nepalese people—about ten thousand as per statement issued by the 
Communist Party of Nepal [Maoist]—do not get lost in a refined version of 
parliamentarism with limited powers of the king, for which the status quo-ists are 
working overtime. 
 
Indications are that the Nepalese Maoists may participate in the interim government but 
UN agencies are talking in terms of feeding maoist guerillas as a practical step to build 
democracy of their kind. In other words the unilateral cease-fire announced by the 
maoists may not go the maoist way as the UN has a plan to dismantle the guerilla 
movement completely. UN officials and probably seven party alliance leaders are 
campaigning to create public opinion against ‘‘excess’’ arms kept by the guerillas. If 
anything the very question of ‘‘excess’’ arms is misleading. The guerillas cannot have 
sophisticated firepower the regular armed forces have. 
 
If Nepal today makes news it is because a new history of defiance by the wretched of the 
earth was scripted in the hitherto little known tiny himalayan kingdom. Nepal’s maoist 
rebellion is new 10 years old and the so-called international community is not going to 
boost the insurgency in any form. Whether multi-party parliamentary democracy as 
advocated by the maoists at this stage of development, is a transitional form of state 
power different from traditional parliamentarism is not clear. This parliamentary 
democracy will invariably invite free trade agreements with the West much to the dismay 
of the hapless millions. 
 



One reason the Nepalese maoists are retreating a bit is the international situation which is 
hardly conducive to revolutionary offensive. The setbacks faced by Peru’s liberation 
movement illustrates the limits of ill-equipped armed insurrection. In truth Latin America 
no longer hits the headlines for guerilla uprisings. Instead most countries are celebrating 
electoral victory of parliamentary left parties. After Bolivia and Venezuela, Peru may 
have a left president. Even in Mexico where the Zapatista rebels do not get currency any 
more, a left of centre government may take power. People are restive throughout Latin 
America. In Equador the confederation of Indigenous Nationalities last month called for a 
nationwide uprising to protest a possible free trade agreement with the US. The move to 
the left by Latin American electorate is significant in the sense that this vote is against 
decades of US-sponsored neo-liberal restructuring that has sunk 44 percent of Latin 
American people into poverty while making disparities between rich and poor even worse 
than ever. Maybe, UN peace-brokers in Nepal are preparing ground for neo-liberal 
strategists under the garb of peace and stability. ????
 


