
frontier 
 
Vol.1. No.3                                                                                                 April 27 1968 
 
COMMENT 1 

 
Mr K. COMES AGAIN 

 
The ministry of External Affairs will expectedly crow over the fact that Mr Kosygin 
lunched here, meaning Rastrapati Bhavan in Delhi, on his way back from Pakistan. What 
he told Mrs Indira Gandhi is, of course, unknown, especially after the official account, 
which, is rarely meant to enlighten anyone. Matters of mutual interest are always 
discussed on such occasions; and nobody knows what the matters are. In Karachi, 
however, communiqué spoke of the need for India and Pakistan “normalizing” relations 
so that less money goes for defense and more for development. Few can quarrel with so 
pious a sentiment. It is unlikely, however, that the Soviet Premier flew so many 
thousands of kilometers to preach so obvious a sermon. What else could he have up his 
sleeve? 
 
There have been reports meanwhile that President Ayub Khan got rather less change out 
of Mr K than India had feared. This is where the curtain of ignorance comes down, for 
we have never been told which country has got how much of what from the United States 
or the Soviet Union. The least informed people in the world about Indian defense are the 
people of India. It is yet possible that President Ayub’s maneuver has not quite paid off. 
Islamabad’s continuing friendship with China may not be best chit for Soviet aid. The 
Kremlin may also have calculated that Mr K’s stop-over in Delhi would prop up Mrs G 
who probably needs such external aid for surviving her friends and well-wishers. 
 
We might know a little more about what has been going on between Russia on the one 
hand and India and Pakistan on the other if such illiterate phrases as “normalization of 
relations” were not so much in use. What, pray, are “normal” relations between India and 
Pakistan? The centuries-old Hindu-Muslim strife is not dissolved by being called 
something else. Genteel vagueness on the subject yet creates tensions in Allahabad and 
Karimganj, to say nothing of other places; and the senseless agitation over the Rann of 
Kutch can hardly improve matters. Perhaps, after all, Mr Kosygin is “normalizing” 
relations between India and Pakistan by distributing his august presence more or less 
equally to the two countries which should be ashamed of themselves that for twenty years 
they have failed to sort out any of their problems without benefit of clergy in the forum of 
the World Bank or Kosygin or somebody else. It is no secret that efforts by third parties, 
such as the Tashkhent agreement, left both contenders inconsolable, when not killing a 
party like Lal Bahadur Shastry. Mr Kosygin’s latest sorties seem the more dubious 
because of their improvisation. It is not clear why the trip to East Pakistan was cancelled. 
It is not clear why a K and G meeting at Palam was expanded to a lunch at Rastrpati 
Bhavan. What is even more unclear is where both New Delhi and Moscow are being too 
clever by half and not adding up to one to the advantage of either. In the interim we can 



only recast a well-known French saying and say that the hearth may have its reasons of 
which the hearth knows nothing.. 
 


