
NOTE 
RESCUING CHILD LABOUR 

A Correspondent writes : 
 
     More than 100 child labour between the age of 4-14 years were rescued in a raid 
jointly conducted by the Delhi Police, Delhi Government Labour Department Officials 
and Sub Divisional Magistrate on 20.06.2006 in a factory namely, Katis Private Limited, 
A-3, Lawrence Road, Industrial Area, New Delhi on a complaint by Shri Ashok Agarwal, 
Lawyer and Social Jurist. Mr Agarwal received an information from one Shiksha Mitra of 
Right to Education Task Force (A unit of Social Jurist) on 18.06.2006 that hundreds of 
child labour are illegally employed by the employer in the factory and were being 
economically exploited. 
 

A three-member team of Social Jurist visited the factory on 19.06.’06 to verify the 
correctness of the information and found that hundreds of minor children were working 
there and most of them were girls. On the evening of 19.06.2006, Mr Agarwal contacted 
the DCP North West and orally lodged a complaint with him against the factory owner. 
On this the DCP North West directed the SHO Keshavpuram police station to arrange 
raid in the factory on 20.06.2006. The Labour Officers also reached Keshavpuram police 
station and the raid was arranged. 

 
The Labour Department has challenged the employer under various Acts of Delhi 

Shops and Establishment Act, 1954, Child Labour (Abolition and Regulation) Act, 1986, 
Bonded Labour (Abolition System) Act, 1976 and Factories Act, 1948.   The employer is 
also liable to pay Rs 20,000/- per child labour to the government, which will be used for 
the welfare of the rescued child labour. 

 
The labourers rescued were later handed over to their parents on the written 

undertaking by the parents that they will not allow their children to work in future and 
would make their efforts to send the children to the school. The children rescued were 
belonging to nearby Jhuggi Basti and some of them were stated to be students of 
government schools. The factory is engaged in fruit processing and packing work. 

 
More and more such raids are required to be conducted as about 200,000 children 

below the age of 14 years are engaged in the prohibited occupation and processes in 
Delhi alone and are working in most inhuman conditions. ????
 
 
 
 
 


