
A Flourish of Genius (1485-1660) 

Focus question(s): 
 Examine the sonnet form, applying it in an original work. 

 Apply the concept of hubris / hamartia to contemporary characters. 

 Identify figurative language. 

 Explain how the actions of Martin Luther and other religious leaders advanced change within 
the church, influencing literature. 

 Evaluate how the desires of a king led to changes in a country, religion, and history. 

 Consider how literature reflects culture and history, how literature may take liberties with 
recorded information, and how learners need to discern between truth and fiction. 

 

Objectives: 
 Read examples of Marlowe’s pastorals, Donne’s metaphysical poetry, and Shakespeare’s 

sonnets. 

 Discover how the age of exploration, the printing press, and humanism influenced education, 
society, religion, and literature. 

 Read excerpts from the Bible and Paradise Lost as examples of religious poetry. 

 Analyzie the characteristics of tragedy in Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 

 Interpret literary elements with special emphasis on imagery, poetic meter, iambic pentameter, 
sonnets, blank verse, figurative language, and more 

 Respond to the literature in a variety of modes 

 Enrich vocabulary through the acquisition and use of new words 

 Discover the evolution and characteristics of Renaissance culture, literature, and history 

 Plan, draft, revise, edit, proof, and publish an analysis essay 

 Identify active and passive voice 

 Demonstrate the ability to analyze a sonnet, play, and text 

 Evaluate and integrate technology tools 
 

Introductory Section, p. 250-261 
KEY CONCEPTS: 

1. The Beginnings of the Tudor Rule 
2. The Protestant Reformation 
3. England’s Greatest Monarch 

 

Common Core Standards: 
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or 
drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 



RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text 
from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play 
or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.) 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element 

builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw 

on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue 
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals 
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required  to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are 
addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range or formal and informal tasks. 

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific 
expectations.) 

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary 
of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 



L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

 
 

DAILY LESSON PLANS 
Day 1_Tuesday, 21 Feb. 2012 

 WTW_What Do You Think?, p. 251 

 Renaissance, p. 250-261 

o Take notes 

 “Another Renaissance,” p. 262-265 

 DUE: 3+ more source cards 
 

Day 2_Wednesday, 22 Feb. 2012  

 POW_Explain the “Baconian” or 

Scientific Method (T258) 

 Jigsaw Review, p. 250-261 

 Stand and Deliver #2 

 Collection 3—Intro: Love, Time, and 

Death, p. 266-269 

o Renaissance Poetry / Influences 

o Illumination 

 Sir Thomas Wyatt and Edmund Spenser, 

p. 270-275 

 AR Read 

Day 3_Thursday, 23 Feb. 2012 

 WTW_ write a poem, using poetic 

devices such as metaphor, paradox, 

rhyme, meter, etc. 

 Poetry Project 
 

Day 4_Friday, 24 Feb. 2012 

 DOL_inverted word order, p. 277 

 Poetry Project 

Day 5_Monday, 27 Feb. 2012 

 DOL_ Grammar Link, p. 330 

o ?s 1-2; write original 

comparative sentence. 

 Poetry Project ~ Presentations 

Day 6_Tuesday, 28 Feb. 2012 

 WTW_moral tale_6+ 

 Worlds of Wisdom, p. 331-343 

 DUE: Works Cited  

          and Annotated Bibliography 

Day7_Wednesday, 29 Feb. 2012 

 POW_February 29 occurs every ____ 

years, which means it occurs ____ times 

in 100 years. 

 Mrs. Avery * survey 

 Work Time 

Day 8_Thursday, 1 Mar. 2012 

 WTW_Hyperbole_6+ (L) 

 DUE: 40+ Note Cards 

 Milton’s Style, p. 345-350 

 Vocabulary Development, p. 360-361 

 Grammar Link, p. 362 

 “When I Consider…,” by Milton, p. 364 

  



Day 9_Friday, 2 Mar. 2012 

 DOL_mark parts of speech, including 

adverbial/adjective phrases 

o Before the average person 

wakes, dairy farmers are 

already working, feeding, and 

milking their cows. 

 Views on Education and Equality, p. 

373-374 

o Of Studies, p. 375-376 

o Female Orations, p. 377-379 

o Tilbury Speech, p. 380-381 

 
Day 10_Monday, 5 Mar. 2012 

 DOL mark parts of speech;  

NOTE: active/passive voice 

o Several sonnets and plays 

written by Shakespeare 

continue to influence 

contemporary media. 

 Collection 4: William Shakespeare 

o Sonnets & Plays, p. 384-387 

o Meet the Writer, p. 388-389 

o Sonnets, p. 390-399 

 
Day 11_Tuesday, 6 Mar. 2012 

 WTW 

 Introduction to The Tragedy of 

Macbeth, p. 402-403 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth: Act I, p. 404-

493 

 

Day 12_Wednesday, 7 Mar. 2012 

 POW_Homophones/Homonyms 

 Yard 

 Mass 

  Volume 

o Select a homonym, define it, 

and create an illustration to 

show the mathematical and 

everyday meanings of the word 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

 

 

 

Day 13_ Thursday, 8 Mar. 2012 

 WTW 

 DUE: Full-Sentence Outline 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

 

Day 14_ Friday, 9 Mar. 2012 

 DOL_Parts of Speech down the side of 

the page; write one example of each. 

Compose a sentence, using the parts of 

speech. Mark accordingly. 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

Day 15_Monday, 12 Mar. 2012 

 DOL_Paint peeling in wide swaths, the 

door creaked ominously as the small, 

weeping boy pushed it open wide 

enough to slip through. 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

Day 16_Tuesday, 13 Mar. 2012 

 WTW_6+_Respond…“We do not err 

because truth is difficult to see. It is 

visible at a glance. We err because it is 

more comfortable.” ~Alexander 

Solzhenitsyn 

 DUE: 1st (2) Pages of Research Paper 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

Day 17_Wednesday, 14 Mar. 2012 

 POW 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

Day 18_Thursday, 15 Mar. 2012 

 WTW 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

 

Day 19_Friday, 16 Mar. 2012 

SPRING BREAK 

 

  



Day 20_Monday, 19 Mar. 2012 

 DOL_ennui 

o Define. 

o Craft a sentence, using context 

clues. 

o Mark parts of speech. 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

o Presentation preparation 

 AR Book #2 DUE 

Day 21_Tuesday, 20 Mar. 2012 

 WTW_Who is ultimately responsible for 

the tragedy of Macbeth: Macbeth, Lady 

Macbeth, or the three witches? Provide 

evidence. 6+ (D) 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

o Presentation preparation 

 

Day 23_Wednesday, 21 Mar. 2012 

 POW_Puzzle 1: Decipher the Code 

 Grammar Link, p. 494 

 Macbeth, The Graphic Novel, p. 496-

502 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

o Presentations – work time 

 

 

Day 24_Thursday, 22 Mar. 2012 

 WTW_pick a quote; write your own and 

explain it.  

 Rough Draft * Research Paper Due 

o sources (internet, magazine, 

etc.), outline(s), 7-10 page 

research paper, works cited, 

annotated bibliography, and (3) 

peer critiques) 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

o Presentations – work time 

 

Day 25_Friday, 23 Mar. 2012 

 DOL_ Ice did not float. (this is called a 

hypothetical question) Tons of it at both 

the north pole and the south pole 

would sink, covering the earth with 

water. 

o Rewrite into once sentence; 

mark the parts of speech. 

 The Tragedy of Macbeth 

o Presentations 

 Work Time…catch up 
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THE RENAISSANCE 
Renaissance Poetry Project 
 Select a poem from Renaissance, p. 278-323. 
 Analyze your poem, applying three literary elements. 

o Define each literary element. 
o Provide an example from the poem for each literary element. 
o Explain how each literary element impacted / affected the poem. 

 Using classroom supplies, create a collage with the following: 
o Poem Title 
o Poem Author 
o Poem rewritten from the textbook 
o Poem rewritten in any other style (i.e., pirate, gang member, hillbilly, etc.) 
o The three literary elements as explained above. 

 Present your project “in character.” 
Be creative! 

Students are graded on: 

Poem 
Written 

and 
Rewritten 

20 

3+ 
Literary 

Elements 
Explained 

w/examples 

20 

 
Presentation 

in character 

10 

 
Total 
Score 

50 

 
 

Student Name(s) 

 
Poems 

and 
Page #s 

 

Refuting Stereotyping 
A stereotype is a fixed or conventional notion or characterization. Examples of stereotypical 

characters include the absent-minded professor, the mad scientist, the starving artist. Stereotyping 

leads people to make false assumptions about other people and groups of people. Stereotyping is a 

type of generalization that implies that everyone in a certain group shares the same trait – for 

instance, that all scientists are mad. 

Queen Elizabeth made a stereotypical remark that reflected the cultural values of her time when 

she said that she was not afraid because she had the heart of a man. Elizabeth’s tutor further 

supported this stereotype by saying that Elizabeth’s mind was exempt from female weakness and 

was instead filled with “a masculine power of application.”  

 What do these statements imply about women?  
 What do they imply about men?  
 In what ways to the statements generalize about both?  
 Elaborate on the implications of the statements and offer your rebuttal of the stereotypes. 
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Personal Responsibility and Science 
1. View a PowerPoint, The Human Brain, depicting scientific documented facts about the lack of 

sleep and what it means to the human body and mind. 
2. Follow-Up with discussion questions for The Human Brain in conjunction with Macbeth. 
 

RULES for discussion 

A. Defend your answers with logic. 
B. One person speaks at a time; acknowledged by the leader 
C. Everyone listens to the speaker without interrupting 
D. Realize that we have differing views and respect each others’ views 
E. Be polite 

 
1. Relating the information about how the human brain works and how it is affected, how might 

Macbeth’s actions have been influenced? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Based on your insight to sleep deprivation, who is responsible for the tragedy of Macbeth – Lady 
Macbeth, the three weird sisters, Macbeth, or Duncan? Explain. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
3. Apply the logic of responsibility to actions people are faced with today – provide examples. 
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SYNOPSIS 
Setting  Scotland in the 1200s 

Characters Duncan—honest and fair king of Scotland, murdered by Macbeth 

 Macbeth—brave Scottish general who is corrupted by ambition 

 Lady Macbeth—conspirator in Duncan’s murder who goes insane with guilt 

 Banquo—Macbeth’s friend and fellow general 

 Macduff—Scottish noble who suspects Macbeth of murder 

 Lady Macduff—Macduff’s wife who is killed on Macbeth’s orders 

 Malcolm—heir to Duncan’s throne who flees after his father’s assassination 

 Donalbain—Duncan’s youngest son who also flees 

 Witches—three creatures who prophesy Macbeth’s fate 

Situation General Macbeth’s victory against two traitors earns him the title Thane of Cawdor, 
but he and his wife have greater ambitions. 
 

Main 1.  Macbeth and Banquo meet three witches who prophesy that Macbeth 

Events  will become King of Scotland. 

 2.  At Lady Macbeth’s urging, Macbeth stabs the king and frames the guards. 

Duncan’s sons flee, and Macbeth is crowned Duncan’s successor. 

 3.  When Banquo begins to suspect Macbeth’s guilt, Macbeth arranges an ambush. 

Banquo is killed, but his son Fleance escapes. Macbeth then sees Banquo’s ghost 

in the king’s chair. 

 4.  As opposition to the new king grows, Malcolm allies with Macduff and the Earl of 

Northumberland. The witches meet, and their leader, Hecate, calls for Macbeth’s 

downfall. 

 5.  The witches show Macbeth visions: an armed head that warns him against 

Macduff, a child covered in blood, and a child holding a tree. Finally, he sees 

eight kings followed by Banquo’s ghost. 

 6.  Macbeth learns of Macduff’s alliance with Malcolm and, in revenge, sends 

assassins to murder Lady Macduff and her eight children. Macduff then vows to 

kill Macbeth. 

 7.  Lady Macbeth begins to go insane with guilt. 

 8.  Malcolm leads an attack on Macbeth’s castle. His troops are camouflaged with 

tree limbs, fulfilling the witches’ prophecy that Birnham Wood would come to 

Dunsinane. 

 9.  Macbeth learns that his wife has died, but he must immediately go into battle. 

 10. As he fights Macbeth, Macduff reveals that he is “not born of a woman.” Macbeth 
realizes he is facing the only man in the battle who can kill him, but he refuses to 
surrender. 

Resolution 11. Macduff kills Macbeth, takes the tyrant’s head to Malcolm, and hails Malcolm as 
the new king. 
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MACBETH 
Act I – Study Questions 

1. Who is presently king of Scotland? 

2. When is the play set? 

3. How does the play begin—who is on stage? What atmosphere does this give? 

4. Where are the witches going? 

5. Line 10 is the theme of the play. Explain why. 

6. Sergeant comes to give a message to Duncan and Malcolm. What does he tell of Macbeth and his 
actions in the war? 

7. What message does Ross bring to Duncan? 

8. What honor is Macbeth going to receive as a result of his honor in battle? 

9. The three witches return. Give their three prophecies to Macbeth; their three to Banquo. What 
differences can you see in the reactions of the two men to these prophecies? 

10. Why is Macbeth given the title Thane of Cawdor so soon? 

11. What dangers does Banquo see for Macbeth (ii; 120-126) now that he’s Cawdor? 

12. What does Macbeth say about becoming king (142-143)? 

13. Who is chosen to be the next king, the Prince of Cumberland? 

14. How does Macbeth view this choice? 

15. When Lady Macbeth reads her husband’s letter, what does she standing in his way to becoming 
king? 

16. What does she plan to do about the obstacle? 

17. Why is Duncan coming to the Macbeth’s castle? How long does he plan to stay? 

18. When does Lady Macbeth say Duncan will leave her house? Why does she say this? 

19. What irony can you see in Duncan’s first speech as he comes to Macbeth’s castle? 
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20. In scene vii, Macbeth gives several reasons he should not kill Duncan. List them. 

21. How does Lady Macbeth plan to murder Duncan? 

22. Describe the details of Lady Macbeth’s plan. 

23. Compare scene v, 61-62, and scene vii, 81-82. What do these two lines mean to you? 

24. Why does Macbeth tell his wife should only have sons? 
 

Act II – Study Questions 

1. How is Fleance related to Banquo? 

2. What kind of night is it? 

3. How has Duncan treated the Macbeths? 

4. Banquo (II,i, 26-29) talks about the witches’ prophecy to him. What is more important to him 
than the honor they foretold? 

5. What does Macbeth “see” in his dagger soliloquy (I, 31-65)? 

6. What is Macbeth’s signal to go kill Duncan? 

7. Why does not Lady Macbeth kill Duncan herself? 

8. What is it that Macbeth cannot say, that troubles him so? 

9. Lady Macbeth’s (ii, 33-34) speech foreshadows her own fate later in the play. What does she tell 
her husband will happen if they dwell on the killing? 

10. Scene ii begins the sleep imagery famous in the play. What is the first reference to that? How 
has Macbeth murdered sleep? 

11. Why does Macbeth refuse to return the daggers to the king’s chambers? 

12. What does Lady Macbeth say about the dead king here…when she returned the daggers? 

13. The first reference to blood on their hands is scene ii. What does Lady Macbeth say about it at 
first? 

14. In Shakespeare, prose was used to indicate lower class characters. Who speaks the first prose in 
the play? 
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15. Why did the porter take so long to answer the knocking at the door? What does he pretend he is 
when he hears that knocking? 

16. What were Macduff and Lennox at the castle for? 

17. What does Lennox have to say of the night? 

18. Who finds the murdered Duncan? 

19. What are the names of Duncan’s two sons? 

20. What has Macbeth done in his passion at seeing Duncan’s body? Why? 

21. What happens to Lady Macbeth when she hears of her husband’s most recent deed? 

22. Where are Duncan’s sons going?  Why? 

23. Who is now suspected of Duncan’s death? Why? 

24. What honor has just come to Macbeth? 

25. Why is Macduff not going to Scone? 
 

Act III – Study Questions 

1. Banquo begins this act by talking of the witches’ prophecies. What does he say about Macbeth 
here? About his own future? 

2. Who does Macbeth’s blame for the murder of Duncan? 

3. Why is Banquo supposed to be back from his ride by 7PM? 

4. In Macbeth’s soliloquy during Act III, he talks of his fears regarding Banquo. What are the fears? 

5. How many murderers did Macbeth hire? For what purpose? 

6. What do you see as Lady Macbeth’s condition (ii; 4-7), which she hides from her husband? 

7. What does Macbeth mean when he says, “We have scotched the snake, not killed it”  
(ii; 13)? What is he referring to? 

8. What does Lady Macbeth tell her husband he must do now? 

9. What does Macbeth tell his wife of his plans at this point? 
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10. How many murderers attack Banquo and Fleance? What happens in the attack? 

11. What does Macbeth seem to want as he prepares to sit at the banquet—asks about_____? 

12. Who is sitting in Macbeth’s seat? 

13. What does Macbeth first say when he sees the ghost? 

14. How does Lady Macbeth try to cover for her husband’s behavior? 

15. Why does Lady Macbeth break up the banquet? What are the guests’ reactions? 

16. What does Macbeth’s speech in iv; 122 mean? 

17. What is Macbeth’s understanding of Macduff’s position now? What has he done? 

18. Where is Macbeth going the next day? 

19. What does Macbeth offer as a reason for continuing the murdering (iv; 136-144)? 

20. What is ironic about Lennox’s speech in scene vi? 

21. Where is Malcolm discovered to be now? 

22. Where has Macduff gone? Why? 

23. How did Macduff answer Macbeth’s summons to come to the court? 

24. What is Lennox hoping for as the act ends? 

25. The climax of the play comes in Act III. What happens here? How can you see this as the climax? 
How does the play change from here on? 
 

Act IV – Study Questions 

1. Who is on the stage as the act opens? 

2. What makes this a particularly evil atmosphere? 

3. What is the speech just before Macbeth enters, which tells how far he has sunk by now? 

4. What does Macbeth want to know from the witches? 

5. What are the three apparitions Macbeth sees and what does each represent? 
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6. What else does Macbeth demand to know of the witches – what is the answer he is given? 

7. What does Lennox come to tell Macbeth? How does Macbeth respond? 

8. Why does Lady Macduff call her husband a traitor? 

9. What does the messenger come to warn Lady Macduff of? 

10. Who comes to the Castle of Fife now? What happens? 

11. How does Malcolm test Macduff to see if he is loyal to Macbeth or not? Why does he test 
Macduff? 

12. What message does Ross bring? 

13. What is going to happen to Macbeth now as the act ends? What are you told? 
 

Act V – Study Questions 

1. Lady Macbeth’s famous sleepwalking scene opens this act. What three things particularly 
bother her? What troubles her the most? What is her mental state by now? 

2. What is happening in scene ii? 

3. Why is Macbeth not worried about the impending battle in scene iii? 

4. What does Macbeth say in his soliloquy (V; iii; 19-28) about death and life? 

5. Why do the soldiers cut down the branches from Birnam Wood? 

6. What has the queen done? 

7. In scene v, Macbeth gives another oft-quoted passage about life. What does he say life is like 
during this scene? 

8. Why does Macduff passionately wish to kill Macbeth? 

9. Why can Macduff kill Macbeth? How does this fit the prophecy? 

10. Who, at the end of Act V, crowned King of Scotland? 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT 
Consider the decision-making process that leads to Macbeth’s downfall. Starting with the witches’ 

initial predictions, trace the path Macbeth follows from one decision to another.  In six or more 

sentences, explain how Macbeth’s fate might have been altered had he made different choices. 

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  
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 ______________________________________________________________________   
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SIR FRANCIS BACON PAGE 403 
 

Fill in the blank with “true” or “false.” For the answers with “false,” correct the statement – edit the 

information to make it “true.” 

1. _____ According to Bacon, you can feel secure if you make judgments based only on what you 
have studied. 
 

2. _____ Bacon says you do not need to read every book thoroughly. 
 

3. _____ In Bacon’s view, mental pursuits are superior to physical ones, such as walking and riding. 
 

4. _____ According to Bacon, study offers a cure for each weakness of the intellect. 

 

 

Select an aphorism from page 407, write it on the lines provided, and then explain its meaning. 

 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

WORLDS OF WISDOM   P. 428-434 
1. According to the Koran, what must people do to avoid “the blazing fire”? 

2. What happens to Shell-Neck in the fable from The Panchatantra and why? 

3. What is the message in the Zen story of the samurai? 

4. In the Taoist story of the magic bell, how does the judge discover the thief? 

5. In the Jabo proverbs, why are spoken words compared to the sky? 
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THE GROWTH OF MODERN ENGLISH P. 456 
 The first English grammar books were intended for  

 

 The first English dictionary differed from modern dictionaries in that it 

 

 The etymology of a word is its  

 

 The two language styles of seventeenth-century England were referred to as  

 

 Large numbers of words borrowed from foreign languages and scholarly words characterized 
the  

 

 The word euphuism refers to  

 

 Another hallmark of the ornate style is the metaphysical conceit, or  

 

 The plain style was promoted especially through the work of the  

 

 A key element of style in general is the 

 

 In writing that appears wishy-washy, the writer may have chosen the wrong option in deciding 
between 


