
A Novel Experience in Literature 

Targeted Learners: Language Arts 12 
Prerequisite skills: Reading ability at 5th grade or higher levels; basic to advanced ability to navigate internet for research 

purposes; auditory learners may wish to access audio ebooks or other audio books; visually impaired 
students will need access to enhanced monitors and/or assistance; differentiated learning styles 
should be accommodated by determining students’ various needs and adjusting lesson(s) accordingly 

NOTES before beginning: Instructor(s) will need to apply for an educator’s license at Animoto and procure codes for 
student access. Xtranormal (an animated movie creation tool) and Prezi (communication tool 
allowing use of visuals – similar to PowerPoint) will allow students to create their own access 
information. WolframAlpha (investigative research tool) does not require user names or passwords 
to access and/or utilize the site. For the sake of smooth(er) instruction, instructors should become 
familiar with the sites in order to assist students. 

 
SOUTH DAKOTA CONTENT STANDARDS 

 Language Arts 
o 12.R.4.1 Students can evaluate the depiction of human experience in literary words from diverse cultures, 

locations, and time periods. (Blooms Level: Evaluation) 
 Learning targets: 

 Identify underlying concerns that drive writings 
 Determine aesthetic considerations of a text 

o 12.R.5.1 Students can synthesize information from multiple sources to analyze issues and to make decisions for 
research. (Blooms Level: Synthesis) 

 Learning targets: 
 Develop and support a reasoned argument using reliable primary and secondary sources 
 Synthesize the information from several sources dealing with a single issue for research purposes 

o 12.W.2.1 Students can edit a document for all conventions. (Blooms Level: Evaluation) 
o 12.LVS.1.3 Students can narrate a multimedia presentation that combines text, images, and sounds to reflect, to 

inform, to persuade, or to entertain. (Blooms Level: Synthesis) 
 Learning targets to meet this standard: 

 Incorporate relevant research skills 
 Determine appropriate speech format and purpose 
 Review the capabilities and advantages of various technologies 
 Apply appropriate delivery techniques 

 Technology 
o 9-12.CT.2.1 Utilize a virtual learning environment as a strategy to build 21

st
 century learning skills – critical thinking 

skills, collaboration, information and literacy skills, and decision-making. (Blooms Level: Application) 

 
MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES: 

 After reading selected novel(s), researching the author(s), and the related time period(s), students will  
o Provide evidence of acquired comprehension on a novel assessment 
o Disseminate acquired knowledge and data to create a multimedia presentation (two or more tools) to 

be shared with fellow classmates 
 
RESOURCES NEEDED: 

 Digital hardware…computer/internet access to online programs – a relatively high-speed internet and newer 
computer hardware would be most beneficial 

 Web addresses 
o WolframAlpha…http://www.wolframalpha.com/ 
o Animoto…http://animoto.com/;  
o Xtranormal…http://www.xtranormal.com/;  
o Prezi…http://prezi.com/ 

 

http://www.wolframalpha.com/
http://animoto.com/
http://www.xtranormal.com/
http://prezi.com/


INITIAL ACTIVITIES 
 Before beginning the unit, introduce focus questions: 

o It has been determined that cultural events and authors’ lives shape literature.  
 Explain how significant events in a related time period may have influenced a selected novel. 
 What causalities in the author’s life may have affected the novel – character, theme, etc.? 

o What relevance does the novel offer for contemporary individuals? What lessons and/or connection can 
be made from the novel? (i.e., A Christmas Carol has been rewritten several times, including the movie 
“Scrooged”) 

 While reading a selected novel, students will need to 
o Research significant cultural events in the related time period (i.e., Things Fall Apart … British 

colonization of Africa) 
 http://www.wolframalpha.com/ 

 Be sure to read the site’s suggestions on how to ask questions! 
 Research the novel’s author and time period 

o Throughout the unit, students should be provided time to discuss their novels with each other, 
especially in the case of partner work. To determine whether there are obstacles impeding student 
progress, teacher monitoring should also be done. 

o Determine which multimedia tool(s) to use. Students will need time to try out each of the online tools.  
By the end of the unit, students will need one tool from each area. 

 Visualizing / modeling – select one for the final project. 
 http://animoto.com/  
 http://www.xtranormal.com/ 

 Writing tools – create a visual aid, incorporating images/video clip(s), text, and sound 
 http://prezi.com/ 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 Student Assessment – See Rubric 
 Plan to assess the effectiveness of the unit design…Using the theory of triangulation, student responses, 

assessment scores (novel and presentation), and observation will help to determine the validity of the unit. 
  

http://www.wolframalpha.com/
http://animoto.com/
http://www.xtranormal.com/
http://prezi.com/


details to include 
Setting (time and place) 

 helps make the story exciting  
 has in important effect on the character  
 increased my understanding of a certain time in history by...  
 creates a new and exciting world  
 offers nothing new and exciting  
 could have played a more important part in the story  

Characters (people and sometimes animals in the story) 

 _______ is the main character 
 act believable or unbelievable when...  
 events or forces make the character(s) act the way they do  
 change from _____ to _____ by the end of the book  
 identify character traits of the main character 
 this character is like me/unlike me...  
 I can identify with this character when...  

Plot (action of the story)  

 there are a number of important events leading to the conclusion… 
 the ending is predictable, surprising, or unbelievable because…  
 this book showed what it is like to be...  
 parts of the story are hard to believe or confusing because… 
 the climax (most important event) changes the story in an interesting way, believable way, or in an 

unbelievable way...  
 the story includes some/many predictable events, such as… 

Theme (author's statement or lesson about life, the big idea) 

 courage, survival, greed, happiness, family, loyalty, jealousy, growing up, ambition...  
 the moral…such as "Don't judge a book by its cover," "Haste makes waste," "Hard work pays off”  
 the book showed what it is like to be...  

Share 

 select interesting selection(s) of the story to read aloud to the class  
 read a portion of the book clearly demonstrating the characters main traits  
 read a selection of the story to hook the listener  

 

NOTE:  Every project should include the title and author of your book in addition to aspects/influences of the historical time period, 

author’s life, and key points related to the novel itself. Do not give away the story’s ending. 

If you have an idea for a project not listed in the resource, discuss it with your teacher before you begin work. 

  



 

 
  



Restoration Review 1660-1800 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Special Contributors to this period include: Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, Samuel Pepys, Daniel Defoe, Samuel Jonson, Boswell, Goethe, Gray  

The Restoration & 

the Eighteenth 

Century 

 

There are seven groups in 

English society: 

1. The Great, who live 
profusely. 

2. The Rich, who live very 
plentifully. 

3. The Middle Sort, who live 
well. 

4. The Working Trades, who 
labor hard, but feel no 
want. 

5. The Country People, 
Farmers, etc., who fare 
indifferently. 

6. The Poor, that fare hard. 
7. The Miserable, that really 

pinch and suffer want. 
~Daniel Defoe 

 

Reason and Enlightenment: 

Asking How? 

Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor 

of England (1561-1626), was the 

first to endorse the slow careful 

process of examining physical 

evidence, performing 

experiments, and evaluating 

various hypotheses against the 

results of these experiments. His 

writings set the stage for the 

growth in scientific knowledge 

that occurred in the mid-1600s. 

 

Timeline (a few facts) 

1660-1669 

…Charles II proclaimed king of 

England (crowned in 1661). 

…London theatres reopen; 

actresses appear onstage for the 

A Modest Proposal 

Satire: Bitter Laughter 

Satire is a literary device that authors use to 

“make readers critical of themselves, of their 

fellow human beings, of their society.” Satire may 

be directed at one person, a group of persons, or 

a stereotypical person. 

 

Other devices used by satirists to make their 

points include exaggeration, hyperbole, 

understatement, and irony. 

Most everyone today has 

heard of the potato famine in 

Ireland in the early 1700s.  

Starving and unable to pay 

rent to the English landlords, 

Irish people were often 

considered pathetic and 

undesirable, more of a 

problem than they were 

worth.  

Jonathan Swift, in critical 

review, wrote A Modest 

Proposal, suggesting a way 

to make use of the plethora of 

Papists. Swift‟s persuasive 

writing proposed using the 

young for food sources. A 

young baby would be a 

delicacy. Parents could afford 

to have more children, 

clothing and feeding them as 

was proper, and pay taxes on 

their homes if this solution 

was adopted. 

Using emotional, logical, and 

ethical appeals, Swift listed 

the reasons why young 

Papists would provide 

valuable sustenance through 

their flesh as well as 

monetarily. 

Swift‟s statistical evidence 

was in protest of the 

inhumanity of the individuals 

living in England, taking 

monies from those without 

and then complaining about 

the tenants existing on next to 

nothing. 

 

Women Writers 
According to Samuel Johnson, 

author of the English 

Language Dictionary, a 

woman who issued her 

opinions to the public was 

akin to a dog walking on its 

hind legs. “It is not done well; 

but you are surprised to find it 

done at all.” 

Among the blooming amount 

of literature being written by 

women during the Eighteenth 

Century, the Gothic novels, in 

which frightening and 

apparently supernatural events 

took place in remote castles, 

became popular. The Minerva 

Press flooded bookstalls with 

popular fiction, written mostly 

by women. Scandalous 

romances and satirical novels 

with characters often thinly 

disguised society folk became 

all the rage. 

England‟s first famous female 

writer, Katherine Philips (pen 

name Orinda) scripted 

traditional poems to a circle of 

friends, not all women, in the 

mid-1600s.  Publicly 

commenting on issues of the 

day as journalists, advocates, 

and critics, the early 

feminists wrote about 

marriage laws enslaving 

women as their husbands‟ 

property, the virtues of men, 

abolition of slavery, and the 

moral education of women 

and the poor. 

For a very short time, some 

of the male authors resorted 

to female pseudonyms to get 

their work published. 

However, it wasn‟t long 

before the world of women 

was again narrowed. 

 

“I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London, that a 

young healthy child well nursed as at a year old a most delicious, nourishing, and wholesome 

food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled, and I make no doubt that it will equally serve 

in a fricassee, or ragout.” –Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal 



 

  

Timeline (more facts) 

…“Glorious Revolution”: James II 

succeeded by Protestant rulers 

William and Mary, 1688. 

 

1690-1709 

…Coffeehouses became the social 

centers for middle-and upper-

class Londoners. 

…Peter the Great was increasing 

the power of the czar in Russia. 

He is also credited with 

westernizing Russia and 

introducing important reforms in 

administration, industry, 

commerce, and culture. 

…Japan was almost completely off 

limits to Europeans and trading 

with China was limited mostly to 

the Dutch. 

…English Parliament enacts Penal 

Laws, depriving Irish Catholics of 

civil rights, 1695. 

…England, Wales, and Scotland 

politically unified as Great 

Britain, 1707. 

 

1710-1739 

…George I, a German who could 

not speak English, becomes king 

of England. 

…In England, Lady Mary Wortley 

Montagu introduces Turkish 

practice of inoculation against 

smallpox, 1718. 

 

1740-1764 

…Samuel Johnson publishes his 

Dictionary of the English 

Language, 1755. 

…George III, crowned king of 

England, 1760, becomes known 

as the king who lost the 

American colonies. 

…Benjamin Franklin invents the 

lightning rod, 1752. 

A Journal of the Plague Year 

 
Daniel Defoe, author of Robinson 

Crusoe (1719) and Moll Flanders 

(1722), also authored A Journal 

of the Plague Year (1722). In this 

journal, Defoe pretends to be a 

firsthand account of an epidemic 

of bubonic plague that ravaged 

London fifty-seven years before, 

in 1665, when Defoe was five 

years old.  

Altogether, Defoe had four kinds 

of materials to aid his powerful 

imagination: his own childhood 

memories; the reminiscences of his 

uncle Henry and other older 

people; city records; and printed 

matter such as pamphlets, books, 

and sermons about the plague. He 

worked these materials into a 

convincing narrative that seems to 

be related to by someone who is 

actually experiencing, from day 

to day, the grim events that he 

describes. 

Heroic Couplets 
Pope is the greatest master of the heroic couplet, so-

called because both he and his predecessor John 

Dryden used this form in their translations of the epic 

poems of antiquity. Each heroic couplet consists of 

two rhymed lines of iambic pentameter. Occasionally, 

Pope introduces a triplet for variety.  

 

The selection of Alexander‟s Pope‟s work in the 

textbook, heroic couplets and one triplet, were drawn 

from Pope‟s longer works. 

Pope praises the artistry of music; 

 Music resembles poetry: in each 

 Are nameless graces which no methods teach, 

 And which a master hand alone can reach. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 143-145 
 

encourages deep, rather than superficial learning; 

 A little learning is a dangerous thing; 

 Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 215-216 
 

counsels moderation in accepting new ideas;  

Be not the first by whom the new are tried, 

Nor yet the last to lay the old aside. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 335-336 
 

comments on writing as a skill; 

 True ease in writing comes from art; not chance. 

As those who move easiest who have learned to 

dance. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 362-363 
 

espouses quickness in offering praise 

 Be thou the first true merit to befriend; 

 His praise is lost, who stays till all commend. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 474-475 

and forgiveness; 

 Good nature and good sense must ever join; To err 

is human, to forgive, divine. 

~An Essay on Criticism, lines 524-525 
 

notes the endurance of hope 

 Hope springs eternal in the human breast: 

 Man never is, but always to be blest. 

~An Essay on Man, Epistle I, lines 95-96 
 

 and the power of education; 

 „Tis education forms the common mind, 

 Just as the twig is bent, the tree‟s inclined. 

~Moral Essays, Epistle I, lines 149-150 
 

notes how readily evil people can find the means to act; 

 But when to mischief mortals bend their will, 

 How soon they find fit instruments of ill! 

~The Rape of the Lock, Canto III, lines 125-126 
 

and declares how carefully he chooses targets for his 

satires. 

 Satire‟s my weapon, but I‟m too discreet 

 To run amuck, and tilt at all I meet. 

~Moral Essays, Epistle I, lines 149-150 

 

For the writers of Pope‟s time, the purpose of poetry 

was to combine the pleasing with the useful. The 

clarity, elegance, and compression of Pope‟s own style 

ensured that his works would more than fulfill this 

ideal. With the exception of Shakespeare, Pope is the 

most widely quoted writer in all of English literature, 

perhaps because he often wrote in heroic couplets, in 

which a memorable thought is expressed in a pair of 

rhyming lines. 

A journal is a record of events, 

kept daily or on a regular basis, 

by a person who is an eyewitness 
or a participant. A journal is 

usually less personal and 

intimate than a diary. 

“Antithesis 

is a contrast of ideas expressed in a grammatically balanced statement.” 

“Give me liberty, or give me death.” (“Give me liberty or kill me” fails as an antithesis because it isn’t parallel or 

balanced.) By compressing elements of similarity and difference, antithesis helps to make a statement more 

forceful and (often) more memorable. 

 

Wit: Ne’er So Well Expressed 
Wit, rather than feeling, was praised. Pope and his contemporaries admired people who possessed wit, the 
intellectually brilliant. The ability to utilize imagery, similes, metaphors, and other figures of speech enabled a 

polish, exactness in manner and speech, cool and controlled. 

Wit meant cleverness, but it also meant something more serious: 

“True wit is Nature to advantage dressed; What oft was thought, but ne’er so well expressed.” 

 



Student Name _____________________________________________________  Block ___________  Date ____________________  

Language Arts 12: A Novel Experience in Literature_Rubric 

SD State Standard Basic (3) Proficient (4) Advanced (5) 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

12.R.4.1 Students can 

evaluate the depiction of 
human experience in literary 

words from diverse cultures, 

locations, and time periods. 
(Evaluation) 

Novel theme, 

character, plot, and/or 
setting contain several 

inaccuracies; missing 

explanations for the 
selected literary 

elements. 

Novel theme, character, 

plot, and/or setting 
contain few (1-2) 

inaccuracies; 

explanations for the 
selected literary 

elements provided in a 
general sense. 

Novel theme, character, 

plot, and/or setting 
contain no inaccuracies. 

Explanations for the 

selected literary 
elements provided in 

great detail; listeners 
feel a part of the 

experience. 

12.R.5.1 Students can 

synthesize information from 
multiple sources to analyze 

issues and to make decisions 
for research. (Synthesis) 

Information obtained 

from online tool(s) 
offers little relevancy 

or may be garbled, 
defying 

comprehension by the 
audience. Information 

offers little illumination 

to the novel, author, 
and/or time period. 

Information obtained 

from online tool(s) 
offers relevancy and 

provides general insight 
to the novel, author, 

and time period. 

Information obtained 

from online tool(s) 
clearly conveyed to the 

audience, enhancing the 
presentation and 

providing relevance to 
the novel, author, and 

time period. 

12.W.2.1 Students can edit a 

document for all conventions. 
(Evaluation) 

Visual aid contains 

several (more than 3) 
punctuation, spelling, 

and/or grammatical 
errors. 

Visual aid contains 

between 1-2 
punctuation, spelling, 

and/or grammatical 
errors. 

Prezi and/or Animoto 

presentation contains no 
punctuation, spelling, 

and/or grammatical 
errors. 

12.LVS.1.3 Students can 

narrate a multimedia 

presentation that combines 
text, images, and sounds to 

reflect, to inform, to 
persuade, or to entertain. 

(Synthesis) 

Multimedia 

presentation 

incorporates minimal 
text, images, and 

sound. Multimedia 
tool(s) add little 

information and/or 
relevancy to the 

presentation. 

…Vomit on the screen 

Multimedia presentation 

incorporates text, 

images, and sound, 
enhancing the 

presentation and 
providing relevancy. 

…Creative and 
appealing 

Multimedia presentation 

successfully 

incorporates text (not 
overwhelming), images, 

and sound. Multimedia 
tool(s) allow audience 

members deeper insight 
to the presentation. 

…Awards Night at the 

Oscars 

TECHNOLOGY 

9-12.CT.2.1 Utilize a virtual 

learning environment as a 

strategy to build 21st century 
learning skills – critical 

thinking skills, collaboration, 
information and literacy skills, 

and decision-making. 

(Application) 

Demonstrates an 

awareness of 

technology systems, 
needing remedial 

assistance to move 
through the processes. 

Demonstrates a 

heightened awareness 

of technology systems, 
needing minimal 

assistance.  

Demonstrates an 

awareness of 

technology systems, 
needing little or no 

assistance. 

 

NOTES: 

 


