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Successful Grant Seeker Strategies for Organizations and 
Individuals. 

 
The author of this guide has secured over $800,000 in grants for organizations and Individuals. 
The guide lays out clear concise steps and successful strategies for successfully obtaining grant 
money from governmental and private sources. The guide was developed with organizations in 
mind but many of the same principals listed in this guide apply to the individual also.  So 
whether you are an organization, business or individual seeking grant money, you should read 
this guide in it’s entirety to increase your chances of obtaining grant money. 

Getting Started 

 
If you are thinking of a potential grant idea, the best way to start is to jot some ideas down.  Your 
ideas need not be very formal, and you may change them as they develop.  What kind of research 
would you like to do?  What kind of program would you like to administrate?  What kind of 
creative activity would you like to undertake?  You can talk to us about your ideas as well.  

Brainstorming 

 
Once you have something on paper, you can begin to expand upon your thoughts. Answer some 
of the questions below in writing.  Don’t let any question slow you down.  If you do not have an 
answer yet, that is ok, you can find one later. Make sure you ask the following questions: 

Why – Why should your project be undertaken?  What problem are you going to solve?  What 
new level of excellence will you achieve?  Who will be better served by your program? –or- 
How will the research contribute to scholarship in your area? –or-   How will the artistic 
community benefit from your work?   

Causes – If you are solving a problem, what caused that problem?  Why has it not been solved 
already?  Why has the excellence you seek not been achieved before?  What are the obstacles to 
conducting the research, creating the program, performing the creative activity?  Why have they 
not been overcome by others?   

What – What measurable and objective outcomes do you want to accomplish?  At what point 
could you evaluate your program a success?  What will you need to know for your research to be 
complete (for the time being)?  What level of production or exhibition are you seeking in your 
creative work?   

How – How do you propose to achieve those objectives, overcome those obstacles?  What 
specifically will you do? 
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As you undertake this initial thinking-through process, do not be concerned if your ideas 
change.  You may start by thinking that you need computers to do X; and you may decide that in 
order to achieve your goals, you really need a part-time lab assistant to do Y instead.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Identify and Develop a Project that Supports your Organization’s Core 
Mission 

 
Although ideas for projects usually abound in non-profit organizations, proposal writers 

can try to generate fresh ideas by reading newspapers, journals or newsletters related to your 
organization’s mission and talking to colleagues about what topics seem to be getting the most 
attention in your field. Try to find a unique approach to solving a problem or combination of 
problems. If the funder receives 10 proposals dealing with similar issues, any unique angle your 
proposal offers will help make it stick out in the reviewer’s mind.  

Brainstorming with stakeholders (the people who are supposedly going to benefit from 
the project) will help to generate ideas for projects. Involving stakeholders in the outline and 
design process will also make the project more practical and it will generate alternative methods 
for achieving the proposed objectives. Stakeholder involvement will also help ensure community 
support for the project during the proposal writing process AND after the grant is awarded!  

However, it is not enough to have a good idea or goal. Good planning is needed to ensure 
the project’s success. In addition to the brainstorming and clarification processes mentioned 
above, a proposal writer must also do research on the feasibility of the project. A few questions 
to ask during these processes are:  

• What do you want to do, how much will it cost, and how much time will it take?  
• What difference will the project make and for whom: your organization, your students, 

your field, the state, the nation, the world, etc.?  
• What has already been done in the area of your project? By whom? What were the 

results?  
• How does the project fit within the mission of your organization?  
• Is the project strictly local in nature or can it be replicated in other places by other 

organizations?  
• Can the problems you claim to be addressing actually be solved?  
• How will you accomplish your goals? What is your plan?  
• How will the results be evaluated?  
• How will the project be maintained once it’s implemented?  
• Why should you (your organization), rather than someone else, do this project?  
• Why should this project be done now? 
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Write a Short but Detailed Mini-Proposal or Project Description 
 

Once you have completed the outline and design processes (including the research 
mentioned above), you will need to describe the project in 2-4 pages. Include information such 
as the problem or need the project addresses, previous work undertaken to solve the problem, the 
proposed solution, required resources (including staff time to prepare the proposal), a timeline 
for the project, and anticipated outcomes for both the organization and those who will benefit 
from the project.  

It is not necessary to document all expenses associated with the project at this time, but 
you do need to sketch out the broad outlines of the budget to be sure that the costs are reasonable 
in comparison to the outcomes you anticipate. If the costs appear prohibitive, even with a large 
foundation grant, you should then scale back your plans or adjust them to remove the least cost-
effective expenditures. Even foundations with extremely deep pockets will be looking for the 
most effective and efficient ways to spend their money.  

Writing this paper will be a lot of work, but it will help you clarify and test your ideas 
and it will provide you with information necessary to find an APPROPRIATE funder for the 
project. This document will likely serve as a rough draft for the preliminary/inquiry letter that 
you will be sending to various funders to determine their interest in the project, and it will make 
the process of writing the actual grant proposals much easier.  

When you begin adapting this document to send to specific foundations and/or 
corporations, be sure to focus on the broader implications of the proposed project for all parties 
involved. The donor needs to believe that your project can help them achieve their goals. 
Consider the donor’s perspective. If your project appears to have wide-ranging benefits or it can 
be easily replicated by other agencies or in other settings (think local, state and national), the 
donor’s investment will be both wise and efficient. Even philanthropic organizations need to 
consider the issue of return on investment!  

Research Potential Sources of Funding 
If your organization does not have grants directories and databases of its own, check with 

the local public library and/or university library if available to locate books and reference 
materials on grant writing. Probably the single best source for information on grant seeking and 
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foundations is the Foundation Center (-1-800-424-9836), which can direct you, to their local 
Cooperating Collections of grant publications in each state. These collections house literally 
hundreds of directories for foundations and corporations both in hard copy and electronic form. 
Foundation Center Cooperating Collections in Midwest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One thing to consider when using the large directories of foundations and corporations is 
that many of them contain similar information. With very few exceptions (e.g., foundations 
whose giving is dedicated to one or two specific entities) there is no such thing as a “specialized” 
fonder, who gives solely to religious organizations, or only for operating capital. Thus, you’re 
likely to find many of the same funders listed in a variety of guides. Try to locate one really good 
general source, buy it if you can, and use it for everything.  

Ask your colleagues for advice about grant writing and foundations as well. People who 
work in your organization as well as the organization’s board members will typically have 
information on appropriate foundations to contact. Asking people from other agencies about their 
ideas for potential funding sources and their experiences with particular foundations can also 
yield good information. You might also consider joining or at least checking into listserv’s 
and/or newsgroups dedicated to grant writing. These will give you opportunities to network with 
other proposal writers, ask questions about specific foundations and projects, and they can be a 
great source for innovative ideas.  

It has been said that “grant writing is like playing the stock market; there is seldom a 
guarantee that your efforts will be rewarded, but the more you know about the process and the 
more you use this knowledge, the greater the probability for success.”  

Identify Funders That Fit Your Organization’s Ideas and Projects  
During your research you will likely identify several potential funding sources based on 

broad category/keyword searches. The next step is to weed out those funding sources that will 
require the organization to significantly change your project or to “stretch” its objectives to fit 
into the narrow guidelines of the fonder. It is more efficient, and in the end more beneficial to 
send appropriate requests to fewer organizations than to send a shower of appeals in the hopes 
that one may land in the right place.  

The first step in the weeding out process is to request any informational materials (annual 
reports, lists of previous grants awarded) available from each of the funders. If you will be 
approaching a private foundation, you can also request a copy of their IRS form 990-PF, which 
provides basic financial data, a complete grants list, the names of the foundation’s trustees and 
officers, and other information on the foundation.  
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Read the materials very carefully and take note of anything that seems to be important to 
the fonder. Be very honest in your assessment of whether your organization truly meets the 
eligibility requirements in the grant guidelines. Make sure the foundation’s philosophies are a 
good match with your organization. As the proposal writer you may find it useful to use the 
suggestions in Figure 1. Be certain that you have considered the nature of the foundation/fonder, 
your strengths as a writer and the strengths and needs of your organization.  

 

 

 

 

Clarify Any Questions about the Guidelines before You Start Writing 
 

Do not begin filling out application materials until you have read every page thoroughly 
and are certain that you understand what the fonder is requiring of you. Hundreds of non-profit 
organizations lose out on money every year because they fail to follow the directions exactly. 
(See Reasons Proposals Get Rejected) Do not be afraid to contact the foundation’s program 
officer (unless the guidelines clearly indicate otherwise) with any and all questions. However, be 
certain that you have prepared specific questions in advance so that you appear organized and 
efficient and you do not leave a bad impression. The program officer can become your best 
advocate if they believe you are sincere and will present an organized, well-planned proposal.  

This is where your colleagues and friends in other agencies can be of great help to you. If 
the guidelines request a form or use language you are unfamiliar with, then you need to clarify 
what these mean before you start the proposal. Liters and newsgroups can help with this as well. 
Grant writers are almost always willing to help each other in the search for funding.  

Divide the Labor of Preparing the Proposal and Get Started 
As the proposal writer; you will likely be responsible for writing the majority of the 

proposal. However, you may want to request help with budget section and with any highly 
technical sections (e.g., a technology grant that requires extensive description of computer 
hardware and networking terminology). Requesting help from persons in your organization who 
have expertise in these areas will improve the overall quality of the proposal and increase the 
chances of it being accepted. Some agencies have found it useful to form grant writing teams 
with responsibilities for researching, writing, and editing shared among employees to ensure the 
accuracy and quality of the proposals they send.  

Gathering Background Information 

The next thing you will need to do in writing the master proposal is to gather the 
documentation for it. You will require background documentation in three areas: concept, 
program, and expenses.  



 6  

If all of this information is not readily available to you, determine who will help you 
gather each type of information. If you are part of a small nonprofit with no staff, a 
knowledgeable board member will be the logical choice. If you are in a larger agency, there 
should be program and financial support staff who can help you. Once you know with whom to 
talk, identify the questions to ask.  

This data-gathering process makes the actual writing much easier. And by involving 
other stakeholders in the process, it also helps key people within your agency seriously consider 
the project’s value to the organization.  

 

 

Concept 

It is important that you have a good sense of how the project fits into the philosophy and 
mission of your agency. The need that the proposal is addressing must also be documented. 
These concepts must be well-articulated in the proposal. Funders want to know that a project 
reinforces the overall direction of an organization, and they may need to be convinced that the 
case for the project is compelling. You should collect background data on your organization and 
on the need to be addressed so that your arguments are well-documented.  

Program 

Here is a check list of the program information you require:  

• the nature of the project and how it will be conducted;  
• the timetable for the project;  
• the anticipated outcomes and how best to evaluate the results; and  
• staffing and volunteer needs, including deployment of existing staff and new hires.  

Expenses 

You will not be able to pin down all the expenses associated with the project until the 
program details and timing have been worked out. Thus, the main financial data gathering takes 
place after the narrative part of the master proposal has been written. However, at this stage you 
do need to sketch out the broad outlines of the budget to be sure that the costs are in reasonable 
proportion to the outcomes you anticipate. If it appears that the costs will be prohibitive, even 
with a foundation grant, you should then scale back your plans or adjust them to remove the least 
cost-effective expenditures.  

 Components of a Proposal 
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 Executive 
Summary:  

umbrella statement of 
your case and summary 
of the entire proposal  1 page  

 

 Statement 
of Need:  why this project 

is necessary 2 pages  

 
 
 

 Project 
Description:  

nuts and bolts of 
how the project will 
be implemented and 
evaluated 3 pages  

 

 Budget:  
financial description 
of the project plus 
explanatory notes 1 page  

 

 Organization 
Information:  

history and governing 
structure of the 
nonprofit; 
its primary activities,  
audiences, and services 1 page  

 

 Conclusion:  
summary of 
the proposal’s 
main points 2 paragraphs  

 
The Executive Summary 

This first page of the proposal is the most important section of the entire document. Here 
you will provide the reader with a snapshot of what is to follow. Specifically, it summarizes all 
of the key information and is a sales document designed to convince the reader that this project 
should be considered for support. Be certain to include:  
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Problem — a brief statement of the problem or need your agency has  
recognized and is prepared to address (one or two paragraphs) 
 

Solution — a short description of the project, including what will take 
place and how many people will benefit from the program, how and 
where it will operate, for how long, and who will staff it (one or two 
paragraphs) 
  
Funding requirements— an explanation of the amount of grant money 
required for the project and what your plans are for funding it in the 
future (one paragraph) 
 
Organization and its expertise— a brief statement of the name, 
history,  
purpose, and activities of your agency, emphasizing its capacity to carry 
out this proposal (one paragraph).  

 
The Statement of Need 

If the fonder reads beyond the executive summary, you have successfully piqued his or 
her interest. Your next task is to build on this initial interest in your project by enabling the 
fonder to understand the problem that the project will remedy.  

The statement of need will enable the reader to learn more about the issues. It presents 
the facts and evidence that support the need for the project and establishes that your nonprofit 
understands the problems and therefore can reasonably address them. The information used to 
support the case can come from authorities in the field, as well as from your agency’s own 
experience.  

You want the need section to be succinct, yet persuasive. Like a good debater, you must 
assemble all the arguments. Then present them in a logical sequence that will readily convince 
the reader of their importance. As you marshal your arguments, consider the following six 
points.  

First, decide which facts or statistics best support the project.  

Be sure the data you present are accurate. There are few things more embarrassing than to 
have the fonder tell you that your information is out of date or incorrect. Information that is too 
generic or broad will not help you develop a winning argument for your project. Information that 
does not relate to your organization or the project you are presenting will cause the fonder to 
question the entire proposal. There also should be a balance between the information presented 
and the scale of the program.  

Second, give the reader hope. 



 9  

The picture you paint should not be so grim that the solution appears hopeless. The 
fonder will wonder whether an investment in a solution will be worthwhile. Here’s an example 
of a solid statement of need: “Breast cancer kills. But statistics prove that regular check-ups 
catch most breast cancer in the early stages, reducing the likelihood of death. Hence, a program 
to encourage preventive check-ups will reduce the risk of death due to breast cancer.” Avoid 
overstatement and overly emotional appeals.  

Third, decide if you want to put your project forward as a model.  

This could expand the base of potential funders, but serving as a model works only for 
certain types of projects. Don’t try to make this argument if it doesn’t really fit. Funders may 
well expect your agency to follow through with a replication plan if you present your project as a 
model.  

If the decision about a model is affirmative, you should document how the problem you 
are addressing occurs in other communities. Be sure to explain how your solution could be a 
solution for others as well.  

Fourth, determine whether it is reasonable to portray the need as acute.  

You are asking the fonder to pay more attention to your proposal because either the 
problem you address is worse than others or the solution you propose makes more sense than 
others. Here is an example of a balanced but weighty statement: “Drug abuse is a national 
problem. Each day, children all over the country die from drug overdose. In the South Bronx the 
problem is worse. More children die here than any place else. It is an epidemic. Hence, our drug 
prevention program is needed more in the South Bronx than in any other part of the city.”  

Fifth, decide whether you can demonstrate that your program addresses the need 
differently or better than other projects that preceded it.  

It is often difficult to describe the need for your project without being critical of the 
competition. But you must be careful not to do so. Being critical of other nonprofits will not be 
well received by the fonder. It may cause the fonder to look more carefully at your own project 
to see why you felt you had to build your case by demeaning others. The fonder may have 
invested in these other projects or may begin to consider them, now that you have brought them 
to their attention.  

If possible, you should make it clear that you are cognizant of, and on good terms with, 
others doing work in your field. Keep in mind that today’s funders are very interested in 
collaboration. They may even ask why you are not collaborating with those you view as key 
competitors. So at the least you need to describe how your work complements, but does not 
duplicate, the work of others.  

Sixth, avoid circular reasoning.  
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In circular reasoning, you present the absence of your solution as the actual problem. 
Then your solution is offered as the way to solve the problem. For example, the circular 
reasoning for building a community swimming pool might go like this: “The problem is that we 
have no pool in our community. Building a pool will solve the problem.” A more persuasive case 
would cite what a pool has meant to a neighboring community, permitting it to offer recreation, 
exercise, and physical therapy programs. The statement might refer to a survey that underscores 
the target audience’s planned usage of the facility and conclude with the connection between the 
proposed usage and potential benefits to enhance life in the community.  

The statement of need does not have to be long and involved. Short, concise information 
captures the reader’s attention.  

 

The Project Description 

 

This section of your proposal should have five subsections: 
objectives, methods, staffing/administration, evaluation, and 
sustainability. Together, objectives and methods dictate staffing and 
administrative requirements. They then become the focus of the 
evaluation to assess the results of the project. The project’s 
sustainability flows directly from its success, hence its ability to attract 
other support. Taken together, the five subsections present an 
interlocking picture of the total project.  

 

 Objectives 

 

Objectives are the measurable outcomes of the program. They 
define your methods. Your objectives must be tangible, specific, 
concrete, measurable, and achievable in a specified time period. Grant 
seekers often confuse objectives with goals, which are conceptual and 
more abstract. For the purpose of illustration, here is the goal of a 
project with a subsidiary objective. 

 

Goal: Our after-school program will help children read better.  

Objective: Our after-school remedial education program will assist 50 
children in improving their reading scores by one grade level as 
demonstrated on standardized reading tests administered after 
participating in the program for six months.  
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The goal in this case is abstract: improving reading, while the 
objective is much more specific. It is achievable in the short term (six 
months) and measurable (improving 50 children’s reading scores by 
one grade level).  

With competition for dollars so great, well-articulated objectives are 
increasingly critical to a proposal’s success.  

Using a different example, there are at least four types of objectives: 

 

Behavioral — A human action is anticipated.  

Example: Fifty of the 70 children participating will learn to swim.  

Performance — A specific time frame within which a behavior will 
occur, at an expected proficiency level, is expected.  

Example: Fifty of the 70 children will learn to swim within six 
months and will pass a basic swimming proficiency test administered 
by a Red Cross-certified lifeguard.  

Process — The manner in which something occurs is an end in itself.  

Example: We will document the teaching methods utilized, 
identifying those with the greatest success.  

Product — A tangible item results.  

Example: A manual will be created to be used in teaching swimming 
to this age and proficiency group in the future.  

 

In any given proposal, you will find yourself setting forth one or more 
of these types of objectives, depending on the nature of your project. 
Be certain to present the objectives very clearly. Make sure that they 
do not become lost in verbiage and that they stand out on the page. 
You might, for example, use numbers, bullets, or indentations to 
denote the objectives in the text. Above all, be realistic in setting 
objectives. Don’t promise what you can’t deliver. Remember, the 
fonder will want to be told in the final report that the project actually 
accomplished these objectives.  

 Methods 

 By means of the objectives, you have explained to the fonder what
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will be achieved by the project. The methods section describes the 
specific activities that will take place to achieve the objectives. It 
might be helpful to divide our discussion of methods into the 
following: how, when, and why. 

 

How: This is the detailed description of what will occur from the time 
the project begins until it is completed. Your methods should match 
the previously stated objectives.  

When: The methods section should present the order and timing for the 
tasks. It might make sense to provide a timetable so that the reader 
does not have to map out the sequencing on his or her own....The 
timetable tells the reader “when” and provides another summary of the 
project that supports the rest of the methods section.  

 

 

Why: You may need to defend your chosen methods, especially if they 
are new or unorthodox. Why will the planned work lead to the 
outcomes you anticipate? You can answer this question in a number of 
ways, including using expert testimony and examples of other projects 
that work.  

 

The methods section enables the reader to visualize the 
implementation of the project. It should convince the reader that your 
agency knows what it is doing, thereby establishing its credibility.  

 

 Staffing/Administration 

 

In describing the methods, you will have mentioned staffing for 
the project. You now need to devote a few sentences to discussing the 
number of staff, their qualifications, and specific assignments. Details 
about individual staff members involved in the project can be included 
either as part of this section or in the appendix, depending on the 
length and importance of this information.  

“Staffing” may refer to volunteers or to consultants, as well as to 
paid staff. Most proposal writers do not develop staffing sections for 
projects that are primarily volunteer run. Describing tasks that 
volunteers will undertake, however, can be most helpful to the
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proposal reader. Such information underscores the value added by the 
volunteers as well as the cost-effectiveness of the project.  

For a project with paid staff, be certain to describe which staff 
will work full time and which will work part time on the project. 
Identify staff already employed by your nonprofit and those to be 
recruited specifically for the project. How will you free up the time of 
an already fully deployed individual?  

Salary and project costs are affected by the qualifications of the 
staff. Delineate the practical experience you require for key staff, as 
well as level of expertise and educational background. If an individual 
has already been selected to direct the program, summarize his or her 
credentials and include a brief biographical sketch in the appendix. A 
strong project director can help influence a grant decision.  

 

Describe for the reader your plans for administering the project. 
This is especially important in a large operation, if more than one 
agency is collaborating on the project, or if you are using a fiscal 
agent. It needs to be crystal clear who is responsible for financial 
management, project outcomes, and reporting.  

 Evaluation 

 

An evaluation plan should not be considered only after the project 
is over; it should be built into the project. Including an evaluation plan 
in your proposal indicates that you take your objectives seriously and 
want to know how well you have achieved them. Evaluation is also a 
sound management tool. Like strategic planning, it helps a nonprofit 
refine and improve its program. An evaluation can often be the best 
means for others to learn from your experience in conducting the 
project.  

There are two types of formal evaluation. One measures the 
product; the other analyzes the process. Either or both might be 
appropriate to your project. The approach you choose will depend on 
the nature of the project and its objectives. For either type, you will 
need to describe the manner in which evaluation information will be 
collected and how the data will be analyzed. You should present your 
plan for how the evaluation and its results will be reported and the 
audience to which it will be directed. For example, it might be used 
internally or be shared with the fonder, or it might deserve a wider 
audience. A fonder might even have an opinion about the scope of this
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dissemination.  

 

 Sustainability 

 

A clear message from grant makers today is that grant seekers will 
be expected to demonstrate in very concrete ways the long-term 
financial viability of the project to be funded and of the nonprofit 
organization itself.  

It stands to reason that most grant makers will not want to take on 
a permanent funding commitment to a particular agency. Rather, 
funders will want you to prove either that your project is finite (with 
start-up and ending dates); or that it is capacity-building (that it will 
contribute to the future self-sufficiency of your agency and/or enable it 
to expand services that might be revenue generating); or that it will 
make your organization attractive to other funders in the future. With 
the new trend toward adopting some of the investment principles of 
venture capital groups to the practice of philanthropy, evidence of 
fiscal sustainability becomes a highly sought-after characteristic of the 
successful grant proposal.  

It behooves you to be very specific about current and projected 
funding streams, both earned income and fundraised, and about the 
base of financial support for your nonprofit. Here is an area where it is 
important to have backup figures and prognostications at the ready, in 
case a prospective fonder asks for these, even though you are unlikely 
to include this information in the actual grant proposal. Some grant 
makers, of course, will want to know who else will be receiving a copy 
of this same proposal. You should not be shy about sharing this 
information with the fonder.  

 

 The Budget 

 

The budget for your proposal may be as simple as a one-page 
statement of projected expenses. Or your proposal may require a more 
complex presentation, perhaps including a page on projected support 
and revenue and notes explaining various items of expense or of 
revenue.  
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                                            Expense Budget 
As you prepare to assemble the budget, go back through the proposal 
narrative and make a list of all personnel and nonpersonnel items 
related to the operation of the project. Be sure that you list not only 
new costs that will be incurred if the project is funded but also any 
ongoing expenses for items that will be allocated to the project. Then 
get the relevant costs from the person in your agency who is 
responsible for keeping the books. You may need to estimate the 
proportions of your agency’s ongoing expenses that should be charged 
to the project and any new costs, such as salaries for project personnel 
not yet hired. Put the costs you have identified next to each item on 
your list.  

Your list of budget items and the calculations you have done to 
arrive at a dollar figure for each item should be summarized on 
worksheets. You should keep these to remind yourself how the 
numbers were developed. These worksheets can be useful as you 
continue to develop the proposal and discuss it with funders; they are 
also a valuable tool for monitoring the project once it is under way and 
for reporting after completion of the grant.  

A portion of a worksheet for a year-long project might look like this: 

 Item Description  Cost  

 Executive 
director Supervision 10% of salary = $10,000 

25% benefits = $ 2,500  
 

 Project 
director Hired in month one 

11 months at $35,000 = 
$32,083 
25% benefits = $ 8,025 

 

 

 Tutors 
12 working 10 
hours per week 
for three months 

12 x 10 x 13 x $ 4.50 = $ 7,020  

 

 Office 
space 

Requires 25% of 
current space 25% x $20,000 = $ 5,000  

 

 Overhead 20% of project 
cost 20% x $64,628 = $12,926  

  

 

 With your worksheets in hand, you are ready to prepare the
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expense budget. For most projects, costs should be grouped into 
subcategories, selected to reflect the critical areas of expense. All 
significant costs should be broken out within the subcategories, but 
small ones can be combined on one line. You might divide your 
expense budget into personnel and nonpersonnel costs; your personnel 
subcategories might include salaries, benefits, and consultants. 
Subcategories under nonpersonnel costs might include travel, 
equipment, and printing, for example, with a dollar figure attached to 
each line.  

 Support and Revenue and Statement 

 

For the typical project, no support and revenue statement is 
necessary. The expense budget represents the amount of grant support 
required. But if grant support has already been awarded to the project, 
or if you expect project activities to generate income, a support and 
revenue statement is the place to provide this information.  

In itemizing grant support, make note of any earmarked grants; 
this will suggest how new grants may be allocated. The total grant 
support already committed should then be deducted from the “Total 
Expenses” line on the expense budget to give you the “Amount to Be 
Raised” or the “Balance Requested.”  

Any earned income anticipated should be estimated on the support 
and revenue statement. For instance, if you expect 50 people to attend 
your performance on each of the four nights, it is given at $10 a ticket, 
and if you hope that 20 of them will buy the $5 souvenir book each 
night, you would show two lines of income, “Ticket Sales” at $2,000 
and “Souvenir Book Sales” at $400. As with the expense budget, you 
should keep backup worksheets for the support and revenue statement 
to remind yourself of the assumptions you have made. 

 

 Budget Narrative 

 

A narrative portion of the budget is used to explain any unusual 
line items in the budget and is not always needed. If costs are 
straightforward and the numbers tell the story clearly, explanations are 
redundant. 
If you decide a budget narrative is needed, you can structure it in one 
of two ways. You can create “Notes to the Budget,” with footnote-
style numbers on the line items in the budget keyed to numbered
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explanations. If an extensive or more general explanation is required, 
you can structure the budget narrative as straight text. Remember 
though, the basic narrative about the project and your organization 
belongs elsewhere in the proposal, not in the budget narrative.  

 

 
Organizational Information and Conclusion 

Organizational Information 

 

Normally a resume of your nonprofit organization should come at 
the end of your proposal. Your natural inclination may be to put this 
information up front in the document. But it is usually better to sell the 
need for your project and then your agency’s ability to carry it out.  

 

It is not necessary to overwhelm the reader with facts about your 
organization. This information can be conveyed easily by attaching a 
brochure or other prepared statement. In two pages or less, tell the 
reader when your nonprofit came into existence; state its mission, 
being certain to demonstrate how the subject of the proposal fits within 
or extends that mission; and describe the organization’s structure, 
programs, and special expertise.  

Discuss the size of the board, how board members are recruited, 
and their level of participation. Give the reader a feel for the makeup 
of the board. (You should include the full board list in an appendix.) If 
your agency is composed of volunteers or has an active volunteer 
group, describe the function that the volunteers fill. Provide details on 
the staff, including the numbers of full and part-time staff, and their 
levels of expertise.  

Describe the kinds of activities in which your staff engage. 
Explain briefly the assistance you provide. Describe the audience you 
serve, any special or unusual needs they face, and why they rely on 
your agency. Cite the number of people who are reached through your 
programs.  

Tying all of the information about your nonprofit together, cite 
your agency’s expertise, especially as it relates to the subject of your 
proposal.  
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 Letter Proposal 

 

Sometimes the scale of the project might suggest a small-scale 
letter format proposal, or the type of request might not require all of 
the proposal components or the components in the sequence 
recommended here. The guidelines and policies of individual funders 
will be your ultimate guide. Many funders today state that they prefer 
a brief letter proposal; others require that you complete an application 
form. In any case, you will want to refer to the basic proposal 
components as provided here to be sure that you have not omitted an 
element that will support your case.  

As noted, the scale of the project will often determine whether it 
requires a letter or the longer proposal format. For example, a request 
to purchase a $1,000 fax machine for your agency simply does not 
lend itself to a lengthy narrative. A small contribution to your agency’s 
annual operating budget, particularly if it is a renewal of past support, 
might also warrant a letter rather than a full-scale proposal. What are 
the elements of a letter request? For the most part, they should follow 
the format of a full proposal, except with regard to length. The letter 
should be no more than three pages. You will need to call upon your 
writing skills because it can be very hard to get all of the necessary 
details into a concise, well-articulated letter.  

As to the flow of information, follow these steps while keeping in 
mind that you are writing a letter to someone. It should not be as 
formal in style as a longer proposal would be. It may be necessary to 
change the sequence of the text to achieve the correct tone and the 
right flow of information.  

Here are the components of a good letter proposal:  

Ask for the gift: The letter should begin with a reference to your prior 
contact with the fonder, if any. State why you are writing and how 
much funding is required from the particular foundation.  

Describe the need: In a very abbreviated manner, tell the fonder why 
there is a need for this project, piece of equipment, etc.  

Explain what you will do: Just as you would in a fuller proposal, 
provide enough detail to pique the funder’s interest. Describe precisely 
what will take place as a result of the grant.  

Provide agency data: Help the fonder know a bit more about your 
organization by including your mission statement, brief description of 
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programs offered, number of people served, and staff, volunteer, and 
board data, if appropriate.  

Include appropriate budget data: Even a letter request may have a 
budget that is a half page long. Decide if this information should be 
incorporated into the letter or in a separate attachment. Whichever 
course you choose, be sure to indicate the total cost of the project. 
Discuss future funding only if the absence of this information will 
raise questions.  

Close: As with the longer proposal, a letter proposal needs a strong 
concluding statement.  

 

 

Attach any additional information required: The fonder may need 
much of the same information to back up a small request as a large 
one: a board list, a copy of your IRS determination letter, financial 
documentation, and brief resumes of key staff.  

It may take as much thought and data gathering to write a good 
letter request as it does to prepare a full proposal (and sometimes even 
more). Don’t assume that because it is only a letter, it isn’t a time-
consuming and challenging task. Every document you put in front of a 
fonder says something about your agency. Each step you take with a 
fonder should build a relationship for the future. 

 Conclusion 

 

Every proposal should have a concluding paragraph or two. This 
is a good place to call attention to the future, after the grant is 
completed. If appropriate, you should outline some of the follow-up 
activities that might be undertaken to begin to prepare your funders for 
your next request. Alternatively, you should state how the project 
might carry on without further grant support. This section is also the 
place to make a final appeal for your project. Briefly reiterate what 
your nonprofit wants to do and why it is important. Underscore why 
your agency needs funding to accomplish it. Don’t be afraid at this 
stage to use a bit of emotion to solidify your case.  

 What Happens Next? 

 Submitting your proposal is nowhere near the end of your
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involvement in the grant making process. Grant review procedures 
vary widely, and the decision-making process can take anywhere from 
a few weeks to six months or more. During the review process, the 
fonder may ask for additional information either directly from you or 
from outside consultants or professional references. Invariably, this is 
a difficult time for the grant seeker. You need to be patient but 
persistent. Some grant makers outline their review procedures in 
annual reports or application guidelines. If you are unclear about the 
process, don’t hesitate to ask.  

 

 

 

If your hard work results in a grant, take a few moments to 
acknowledge the fender’s support with a letter of thanks. You also 
need to find out whether the fonder has specific forms, procedures, and 
deadlines for reporting the progress of your project. Clarifying your 
responsibilities as a grantee at the outset, particularly with respect to 
financial reporting, will prevent misunderstandings and more serious 
problems later.  

Nor is rejection necessarily the end of the process. If you’re 
unsure why your proposal was rejected, ask. Did the fonder need 
additional information? Would they be interested in considering the 
proposal at a future date? Now might also be the time to begin 
cultivation of a prospective fonder. Put them on your mailing list so 
that they can become further acquainted with your organization. 
Remember, there’s always next year.  

10-Point Plan for Standard Grant Funding Proposal 

1. Prove that you have a significant need or problem in your proposal.  

2. Deliver an answer to the need, or solution to the problem, based on experience, ability, and 
imagination throughout your proposal. 

3. Reflect planning, research and vision throughout your proposal.  

4. Research grants makers, the funders providing grants, the types of funds the grants makers’ 
award and the types of grant seekers the grants makers award funds to. 

5. Determine whether the grants makers and funders goals and objectives for grant making match 
your grant seeking. 
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6. Target your proposal to grant makers appropriate to your field and project. 

7. Contact the grant maker to determine specific grant making guidelines. 

8. Present the proposal in the appropriate and complete format, and include all required 
attachments. 

9. State clearly and concisely the communities and organization’s needs and objectives. Write 
well; use proper grammar and correct spelling. Prepare an interesting, unique proposal. 

10. Always cover the following important criteria: project purpose, feasibility, community need, 
applicant accountability and competence. 

11. State project logic, probable impact, money needed, and demonstrate community support.  

12. Unless specifically requested by the grant maker, omit the following unimportant criteria 
which can detract from the proposal: working relationships, advocates, minority status, and 
social acceptability, prior funding, and influence of others. 

The Ten Most Common Reasons Grants are Declined  

1. “The organization does not meet our priorities.” 

Research thoroughly before applying. 

2. “The organization is not located in our geographic area of funding.” 

Get the guidelines before applying 

3. “The proposal does not follow our prescribed format.” 

Read the application information very carefully and follow it exactly. 

4. “The proposal is poorly written and difficult to understand.” 

Have friends and experienced people critique the grant before you submit it. 

5. “The proposed budget/grant request is not within our funding range.” 

Look at average size of grants of the fonder. 

6. “We don’t know these people. Are they credible?” 

Set up an interview before submitting the proposal and have board members and other funded 
organizations help you establish a relationship and give you credibility. 
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7. “The proposal doesn’t seem urgent. I’m not sure it’ll have an impact.” 

Study the priorities and have a skilled writer do this section to make it “grab” the funder. Your 
aim is to sound urgent, but not in crisis. 

8. “The objectives and plan of action of the project greatly exceed the budget and timelines for 
implementation.” 

Be realistic about the programs and budgets. Only promise what can realistically be delivered 
for the amount requested. 

9. “We’ve allocated all the money for this grant cycle.” 

Don’t take this personally. It is a fact of life. Try the next grant cycle. Next time, submit at least a 
month before the deadline to give ample opportunity for questions and a site visit. 

10. “There is not enough evidence that the program will become self-sufficient and sustain itself 
after the grant is completed.” 
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Grants for Businesses 

4 Proven Ways to Use Credit to Jump-start Your Startup! 
http://www.office.com/templates/page1.asp?docid=88 
So you’re ready to take the plunge and go out on you own but you’re low on funds. Not to worry. 
Many successful businesses have started under similar circumstances – jump started by credit! 
Here are four proven ways to jump-start your business. Advice from Tom Graham. 
(Last checked 07/07/04)  

5 Ways to Get Angel Money 
http://www.office.com/templates/page1.asp?docid=83 
Thinking of Angel Funding? Check out these 5 tips! Advice from Tom Graham. 
(Last checked 07/07/04)  

About.com’s Guide to Funding for Inventors 
http://inventors.about.com/msub4.htm?once=true& 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

America’s Business Funding Directory 
http://www.businessfinance.com 
Venture capital is harder to find these days than a Pac-Man machine. This site is designed to put 
visitors in touch with potential investors and financing sources. There’s an easy-to-use search 
engine, a selection of financing workbooks, a resource library and links to business software 
resources and small business development centers. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Bagging a Bank Loan 
http://www.office.com/templates/page1.asp?docid=27 
For many small-business owners, the prospect of sitting down with a prospective lender ranks 
right up there with a root canal in terms of sheer entertainment value. Even the uninitiated know 
it involves some seriously invasive digging. But shopping for a loan is less likely to be painful 
(or worse, fruitless) if you show up prepared. Here are a few pointers from the pros. Article by 
Anne Ashby Gilbert for Office.com 
(Last checked 07/07/04)  

Bank of America Corporation 
http://www.bankofamerica.com/community/ 
Bank of America is recognized as a national leader in the community development industry. This 
leadership role is based on results that have helped bring positive change to communities through 
the development of affordable housing, the financing of small businesses and the identification 
of new ways in which Bank of America can use creativity, partnerships and expertise to help 
communities thrive.  
(Last checked 04/14/04)  
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Borrowing Money for Your Business 
http://web.archive.org/web/20011115231324/ 
http://www.tsbj.com/editorial/03040702.htm 
If you run a small business–or would like to start one–you’ll probably need to raise money at one 
time or another. You may want to expand on your success, or you may suddenly need extra cash 
in an emergency. No matter what the reason, if you need to tap outside sources for cash, you 
essentially have two choices: borrow money or sell an ownership or equity stake in your 
business. Courtesy of Nolo Press. Still available courtesy of the Internet Archive. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Business and Commerce Grants from the U.S. Government 
Posted on Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)  
http://www.cfda.gov/public/grantsubtopic.asp?catcode=B 
Subcategories include: Maritime, Statistics, Special Services, Minority Business Enterprises, 
Small Business, Economic Development, Economic Injury and Natural Disaster, Commercial 
Fisheries, and International. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Business and Commerce Grants from the U.S. Government 
Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Some of the most current grant opportunities posted by the federal government. Note: Select 
business and commerce as funding activity category and click on search button at bottom of 
form. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Business Owner’s Idea I Grant Center 
http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/business_grants/index.html 
Provides information on obtaining grants from various funders, including the federal 
government. Idea Central also provides a few small grants. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

BusinessFinance.com 
http://www.businessfinance.com/ 
A commercial web site that provides categorized funding criteria for over 4,000 sources of 
business capital. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Minority Business Enterprises Grant Programs 
http://www.cfda.gov/public/browse_sub.asp?subcode=BS&st=1 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Small Business Development Grant Programs 
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http://www.cfda.gov/public/browse_sub.asp?subcode=BK&st=1 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Clickey Venture Capital Sites 
http://www.clickey.com/search.cgi?keyword=venture+capital 
So many brilliant web ideas, so little cash to get them off the ground. This list features over 100 
sites that might help. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Count Me in For Women’s Economic Independence 
http://www.count-me-in.org/ 
An internet-based organization that raises money to make small-business loans to women. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Deborah Kluge’s Resources for Small, Minority, and Women-Owned Businesses 
http://www.proposalwriter.com/small.html 
A private consultant provides an extensive set of web links for those interested in starting a small 
business. Includes sections on: “How Can I Get a Government Grant to Start or Expand My 
Business?”; Small Business Innovation Research and Technology Transfer Programs; Links to 
Government Agency Offices of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization; and Information 
on Business Plans and Proposals. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Doing Business With U.S. Government Agencies 
http://www.proposalwriter.com/doingbiz.html 
Advice and web links provided by Deborah Kluge, a private consultant and professional grant 
writer. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Economic Development Grants form the State of Michigan 
see http://www.lib.msu.edu/harris23/grants/stateecd.htm  

Edward Lowe Foundation, see Lowe Foundation  

Entrepreneurial Foundations 
http://www.cdsfunds.com/entrepreneurial_foundations.html 
A list of web links provided by Custom Development Solutions, Inc., a consulting firm located in 
Isle of Palms, S.C. 
(Last checked 04/23/04)  

Entrepreneur’s Top 100 Venture Capital Firms (2003) 
http://www.entrepreneur.com/listings/vc100/0,5946,,00.html 
Are you on the hunt for venture capital to start or grow your business? If so, you’ve come to the 
right place. Here are the information and resources you need to initiate, negotiate and close the 
deal. We’ve got a listing of the top 100 venture capital firms in the United States and plenty of 
articles that will help you learn how to get to the deal-closing handshake. So read on to find out 
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how to find a VC firm that’s a perfect fit for your business. 
(Last checked 07/11/03)  

Entreworld.org’s Business Financing 
http://entreworld.org/Channel/SYB.cfm?topic=finc 
The Kaufmann Foundation sponsors this web page which is divided into the following business 
finance sections: conventional sources, loans, investments, angel, venture capital, and alternative 
sources. 
(last checked 04/14/04)  

Fedbizzopps.gov 
http://www.eps.gov/ 
Review federal business opportunities posted over the last 30 days. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Federal Funding Opportunities for Business and Commerce Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Lists the most recently posted grants. Note: Select business and commerce as funding activity 
category before initiating search. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Federal Funding Sources for Rural Areas 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/ricpubs/funding/federalfund/ff.html 
A collection of resources from the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance compiled by the 
Rural Information Center Program of the National Agricultural Library. Be sure to contact the 
agencies involved to see if the programs are still being offered. 
Also listed under Government Funding. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Financing Options for Start-Up Manufacturers 
http://www.office.com/templates/page1.asp?docid=22 
Raising capital can be a hair-raising experience for any business. And while entrepreneurs can 
approach a variety of sources for funds, they should choose the source that best matches their 
business objectives. The most prevalent sources for most small businesspeople include family 
and friends, banks and venture capitalists. Understanding the various forms of financing can help 
you achieve your goals. Article by Frank Fischer for Office.com 
(Last checked 07/07/04)  

Financing Small Business Enterprises: Sources of Information 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/business/guide/guide3/ 
A Business Brief Compiled by: Angela Wilson, Carolyn Larson, Shari Jacobson, Business 
Reference Services, Humanities and Social Sciences Division, Library of Congress, Washington 
1994. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  
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Financing Your Business 
http://www.sba.gov/financing/ 
Describes the various loan programs of the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

GovLoans.gov 
http://govloans.gov/govloans/ 
”Five federal agencies – U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Education, U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Small Business Administration, and the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – have come together to create this single point of access 
for federal loan information on the Web.” Browse or search for loans for farming, businesses, 
students, disaster relief, and more. Includes a glossary of loan terms and links to additional 
resources. 
(Last checked 06/04/04)  

Grants.gov : Current Federal Funding Opportunities for Business and Commerce 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Note: Select business as funding activity category and click on search bottom at bottom of form. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Grants.gov : Current Federal Funding Opportunities for Employment and Labor 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Note: Select employment as funding activity category and click on search bottom at bottom of 
form. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Idea I’s BizGrants 
Idea I’s Conduit to Corporate $ Help 
http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/business_grants/business_grants.html 
Most grants corporations give are to non-profit community groups, rather than for-profit 
businesses. But check out the options and other ways big companies will help small your 
company. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Idea I’s BizGrants 
Idea I’s Current Grants du Jour 
http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/business_grants/grant_dujour.php 
Idea I is always on the look out for current grants small business owners might qualify for. We 
highlight the best as our Grants du Jour. These are on the table for you NOW, but be sure to 
check the deadline if you want something on your plate before the table’s cleared. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Idea I’s BizGrants 
Idea I’s Guide to Government Grants 
http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/business_grants/government_grants.html 
You’ve got a great biz idea and all the waitresses at your favorite I say you can probably get a 
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government grant to launch the biz. Logical thought, but the unfortunate reality is that the 
government doesn’t easily give grants. 
But, you say, on TV ads I hear about government grants all the time! Yes, the federal 
government gives grants, but they don’t give money to folks just to follow a dream, start a new 
biz or buy out the boss. Instead, they give money to state and local agencies and nonprofit 
organizations and those groups use the money to accomplish the government’s goals. 
Get past the jargon and go direct to sources of government help – we help you dig into the SBA, 
CFDA, SBIR STTR Grant Program, & many more! 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Idea I’s Financing Your Biz 
http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/financing/index.html 
Idea I’s Feast of Financing : 40+ Pages of Tips and Tools to Help You Get the Money Your 
Business Needs. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Landing A Business Loan 
http://www.staples.com/content/article/i-n/landingabusinessloan.asp 
Practical advice from Staples. 

Lesko’s Business Help 
http://www.lesko.com/help/BusinessHelp.htm 
Money, information and services to start or expand a business. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Locating and Getting the Money You Need to Start a Business 
http://www.womanowned.com/startup/money/gettingmoney.htm 
Practical advice on start-up funding from Womanowned.com 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Lowe (Edward) Foundation’s PeerSpectives 
http://peerspectives.org/ 
The Edward Lowe Foundation sponsors this web page which provides advice to business 
entrepreneurs about a wide range of issues, including obtaining financing. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) for Manufacturers 
http://www.mep.nist.gov/ 
If your company is interested in implementing new production techniques or business practices, 
financing for capital improvements, or is looking for regulations compliance help, you need 
high-quality, unbiased advice and assistance. MEP Centers and their field engineers provide this 
assistance. They’ll come directly to your plant to learn more about your company and help you 
address your specific needs and challenges. Explore this web site to find more information about 
the critical services MEP Centers provide to small and mid-sized American manufacturers. You 
may also use a toll-free telephone number to reach your nearest MEP affiliate or MEP 



 29  

headquarters: 1-800 MEP-4MFG.  
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Matthew Lesko, see Lesko  

MeL Entrepreneurial/Venture Capital Resources 
http://mel.org/viewtopic.jsp?id=729&pathid=1382 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Minorityfinance.com 
http://www.minorityfinance.com/ 
Provides investment information for minorities and women. Also provides information for 
minority and women-owned businesses seeking capital. The site is sponsored by Creative 
Investment Research, Inc., an investment research and management company. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Money for a Small Business 
http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blsba.htm 
Think SBA loans, not grants. The About.Com web page also provides additional advice. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

National Association of Seed and Venture Capital Funds 
http://www.nasvf.org/ 
The National Association of Seed and Venture Funds is an organization of private, public and 
nonprofit organizations committed to building their local economies by investing and facilitating 
investment in local entrepreneurs. NASVF began in 1993 as an ad-hoc group of practitioners 
seeking the best models to encourage capital formation in their states, particularly for new 
technology ventures. These founders continued to meet each year and in 1997 formally 
incorporated the group as a not-for-profit named the National Association of State Venture 
Funds. The name was changed in 2000 to reflect the Association’s expanding service to local 
networks of private investors. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

National Venture Capital Association 
http://www.nvca.org/ 
The National Venture Capital Association (NVCA) is the trade association that represents the 
venture capital industry. It is a member-based organization. Its membership consists of venture 
capital firms and organizations who manage pools of risk equity capital designated to be invested 
in young, emerging companies. Currently, the NVCA represents 400+ member firms, 
representing the majority of venture capital invested in U.S. based companies. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Office.com 
http://www.office.com/ 
Offers advice on starting and running a small business. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  
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Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures 
National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofits 
http://ventures.yale.edu/aboutcompetition.asp 
The Yale School of Management (http://www.yale.edu/som), The Goldman Sachs Foundation, 
and The Pew Charitable Trusts (http://www.pewtrusts.com) have joined together to form The 
Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures. As a signature event, The Partnership runs the National 
Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations (http://ventures.yale.edu/default.asp), 
open to nonprofits seeking to start or expand successful profit-making ventures with substantial 
cash prizes and technical assistance offered to the winners. Beginning in May 2002, the 
Competition takes place over the course of one year, and in May 2003, the final twenty entrants 
will attend the Annual Conference and Awards Ceremony where a panel of judges will select 
four grand-prize winners, each of whom will receive $100,000 and four semi-finalists, each of 
whom will receive $25,000. In addition to cash awards, the winners will receive hundreds of 
hours of technical business planning consultations to assist their organizations in moving their 
ventures forward. The Partnership will enlist Yale SOM faculty, alumni, and current MBA 
students, other experts in the field, and Goldman Sachs professionals to evaluate business plans, 
help with research and case studies, and offer technical assistance to participating nonprofits. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Rural Information Center 
Small Business Funding Resources 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/faqs/busnsfaq.htm 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Rural Information Center 
Small Farm Funding Resources 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/faqs/farmfaq.htm 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Financing Your Business 
http://www.sba.gov/financing/ 
Describes the various loan programs of the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Microloan Program 
http://www.sba.gov/financing/sbaloan/microloans.html 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Minority and Women’s Prequalification Pilot Loan Program 
http://www.sba.gov/business_finances/prequal/ 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  



 31  

Small Business Administration 
Office of Women’s Business Ownership 
http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/financing/special/women.html 
Describes the many services and resources available for helping women succeed in business. 
Includes information on lending programs and venture capital. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Resources for Nonprofit Organizations 
http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/nonprofit/ 
This new area of SBA’s web site is designed to help nonprofit organizations by presenting 
nonprofit information pertinent to small businesses, as well as to providing access to online 
Federal information and services. The site is linked to official Federal Departments and agencies 
that contain information about grants, regulations, taxes, and other services. Potential users are 
any of the 1.2 million nonprofit organizations as defined by the IRS Tax Code, or any members 
or clients of these groups. Included are national organizations such as the Red Cross, Boy Scouts, 
YWCA, Salvation Army, and Sierra Club; as well as local groups such as soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, community development groups, colleges and universities, many public 
libraries and hospitals, and many other types of organizations. Most Americans have been 
involved with these or other nonprofits–either as members, volunteers, contributors, or as 
recipients of their services. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Sign Up for Free Newsletters 
http://web.sba.gov/list/ 
The SBA is now offering e-mail newsletters to keep you up-to-date on financial opportunities 
and related information. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Administration 
Small Business Investment Companies (SBIC) Program 
http://www.sba.gov/INV/ 
SBICs are public-private partnerships contributing to an environment where America’s 
entrepreneurs can flourish – generating millions of jobs, billions of dollars in economic 
prosperity, and countless improvements to our health, safety, and way of life. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Small Business Resource Guide 
http://www.lansingchamber.org/econ_dev/econ_rg.php 
”Where can I find the money to start or grow my business?” A common myth is that there are 
grants available for the startup of businesses. In fact, there are virtually no direct grant monies 
available for entrepreneurs. Another myth is that an entrepreneur doesn’t need to have any 
money to put into the business. Very few businesses are entirely funded by parties other than the 
entrepreneur. You should be prepared to personally invest a significant portion of the capital 
required to start up your business. Web page sponsored by the Lansing Regional Chamber of 
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Commerce. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Special American Business Internship Training Program (SABIT) 
http://www.mac.doc.gov/sabit 
A technical assistance initiative of the International Trade Administration of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, SABIT offers organizations competitive grants and an opportunity to host 
industry-specific delegations. SABIT serves as an initial entry point for U.S. businesses seeking 
funding to establish long-term relationships with potential customers, distributors, or partners in 
the former Soviet Union. The program trains Eurasian managers and scientists in commonly 
accepted business practices as a means of facilitating cross border relationships. In turn, these 
personal relationships serve as a basis for business development and reduce market access 
barriers for U.S. businesses. 
(Last checked 05/11/04)  

Start-up Financing Prevalent, Beyond Venture Capital Circles 
http://web.archive.org/web/20020125062454/ 
www.morebusiness.com/running_your_business/financing/d949102274.brc 
While everyone would like to find a venture capitalist to finance their new business enterprises, 
in reality, most entrepreneurs seeking financing of $50,000 to $1 million rely on family, friends 
and work associates. Samuel Fromartz. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

State Small Business Grants 
http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blstategrants.htm 
About.com provides a list of contact agencies in each state. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Tech Foundation Tech Grants 
http://www.techfoundation.org/ 
Got a great skill or idea and just need some funding to launch your project? Visit this corporate 
technology funding site that helps the little guy make it big. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

U.S. State and Local Gateway 
Communities/Commerce Funding Opportunities 
http://www.statelocal.gov/cdc-sub.html 
A guide to funding opportunities, primarily federal grant programs. 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  

Wall Street Journal Startup Journal Financing Information 
http://www.startupjournal.com/financing/ 
(Last checked 04/14/04)  
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Where Can I Find Information on Funding to Start a Business? 
http://fdncenter.org/for_individuals/faqs/faqs_business.html 
A frequently asked question answered by the Foundation Center. 
(Last checked 04/14/04) 
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Grants for Education 
 

7-Eleven Community Outreach Programs 
http://www.7-eleven.com/about/outreachprograms.asp 
7-Eleven supports non-profits, libraries, and schools particularly in the following areas: (1) 
Education is our signature cause, specifically programs that assist adolescents and adults (ages 
14 and above) with: Workforce Developmentand Language Education. 7-Eleven is especially 
interested in programs that assist at-risk and economically disadvantaged individuals. (2) The 
company also supports educational programs that recognize the rich cultural diversity in our 
communities and promote better understanding and tolerance among cultures throughout 
America. 7-Eleven has a specific interest in programs that serve ethnic and inner-city 
constituents. (3) 7-Eleven supports programs designed to prevent crime and build stronger, safer 
and more caring communities, with a special interest in youth-related programs. (4) 7-Eleven 
also supports the fight against hunger, providing by in-kind contributions of fresh foods to pre-
selected food banks in markets where 7-Eleven operates. 
Normal grants fall in the $1000-$2500 range and are not renewable. 
(Last checked 06/30/04)  

21st Century Community Learning Centers Program 
http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc/ 
The No Child Left Behind Act converted the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
program, an after school initiative, from a federally administered discretionary grants program to 
a state- administered program. In addition, the program is now written so that community 
agencies can be the lead fiduciary agency in applying for the grants. In the past, only schools 
could be the lead agencies, but other organizations could collaborate with schools. All centers 
must offer significant expanded learning opportunities for children and youth in the community 
and contribute to reduced drug use and violence. CFDA 84.287. 
The program received a $1 billion appropriation for FY2002 and $325 million was awarded to 
states on a formula basis (current grantees continue to be administered by and receive funding 
through the U.S. Department of Education). Many states are now conducting their own 
competitions. (Note: A list of state Department of Education contacts is located at 
http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc/statecontacts.html.) 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Acquiring Resources: Fundraising 
http://www.nwf.org/schoolyardhabitats/pdfs/syh_fundraising_infosheet.pdf 
Advice from the National Wildlife Federation on writing grants and finding possible sources of 
money for schoolyard habitats and gardens. Includes a sample proposal letter. 
Also listed under Grants for Nonprofits–Environment 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Afterschool.Gov Finding Federal Dollars 
http://www.afterschool.gov/feddollar1.html 



 35  

One of the major barriers that after-school and youth development programs face is difficulty in 
obtaining secure and sufficient funding. Funding can come from many sources – small family 
foundations; large, national non profit organizations; and state and local government. In addition, 
one crucial source of after-school and youth development funding is the federal government. 
This database gives you one stop for information about more than 100 sources of federal funding 
for after-school and youth development programming. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Allstate Foundation 
http://www.allstate.com/foundation/funding.html 
Education grants are in the area of personal safety and security and include after-school 
programs with initiatives that safeguard against gangs and delinquency, fire safety, child safety 
advocacy, and anti-drinking and driving programs. Public schools and private/charter schools, 
but not private secondary schools, have received grants. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
Community Action Grants 
http://www.aauw.org/fga/fellowships_grants/community_action.cfm 
Offers Community Action Grants, which provide seed money to individual women, AAUW 
branches, AAUW state organizations, and local community-based nonprofit organizations for 
innovative programs or nondegree research projects that promote education and equity for 
women and girls. One-year grants for start-up projects and two-year grants for projects focused 
on K-12 girls’ achievement in math, science, and/or technology are available.  
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

American Education Research Association (AERA) Grants Program 
http://www.aera.net/grantsprogram/ 
The AERA Grants Program invites proposals for quantitative education policy research using 
large-scale, nationally-representative data sets such as those sponsored by NCES and NSF. 
Minority researchers are strongly encouraged to apply. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

American Express Economic Independence Fund 
http://www.nefe.org/amexeconfundrfp/aeeif2004rfp.html 
Deadline: March 5 
Any U.S. nonprofit organization designated as a 501I(3) by the IRS whose clients are 
representative of underserved audiences targeted by The Fund and who would benefit from 
financial literacy education is eligible to apply. The focus is on organizations operating at the 
community/county level, which may or may not have affiliations with state, regional, and 
national groups. Multi-organizational partnerships are acceptable. This grants program is 
designed to support the delivery of financial literacy education to underserved adult segments of 
society, including the newly employed, young workers, individuals moving from welfare to 
work, and immigrants. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Ameritech Foundation Grants Programs 
http://www.ameritech.com/ 
The foundation supports multistate (including Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin) 
and national programs in education, regional economic development, and public policy. Areas of 
interest include health and human services, civic and community, elementary and secondary 
education, higher education, and arts and culture. Priority is given to grant requests that advance 
the applications of technology in ways that improve these program areas. Types of support 
include program development, annual campaigns, capital campaigns, matching funds, 
fellowships, and research grants. Communications-based programs must clearly demonstrate that 
they are unique and innovative model programs and have the potential for other nonprofits to 
emulate or consider using. The foundation also considers organizational support for projects and 
special programs that make communities where the corporation operates better places to live, 
learn, and work, principally in the Great Lakes region. Applications are accepted at any time. 
Ameritech has funded numerous community outreach programs related to education over the 
past several years. 
From the Ameritech home page, do a search using “teacher” to identify press releases describing 
some of the funded programs. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Ameritech Technology Academy 
http://www.ameritechacademy.org/ 
More than 2000 Michigan teachers are to receive intensive computer training during the next two 
years thanks to a $2 million grant from Ameritech. Teams of teachers from about 400 schools 
will attend the Ameritech Technology Academy, then return to their institutions to pass along 
their knowledge. Source: Detroit Free Press, October 25, 1999, p.1B and 4B. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Amica Insurance Grants for High Alcohol-Free Post-Prom and Post-Graduation Parties 
http://www.amica.com/ 
Deadline: March 12, 2002 
Through its Save the Night program, Amica Mutual Insurance Company is offering grants to 
high schools across the United States for planning safe, alcohol-free post-prom and post-
graduation parties. The application must include a student poem of 200 words or less illustrating 
why teens should avoid drinking and driving, especially on prom or graduation night. Selected 
schools will receive $1,000 toward the cost of the school’s post-prom or post- graduation party. 
Winners will also receive a “how to” party planning guide and posters to spread the message 
about the dangers of drinking and driving. For complete guidelines and to submit an online 
application, see the company’s Web site. Contact: Amica’s Save the Night Program, Patricia 
O’Hara, Tel: (800) 622-6422 ext. 2100. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grant Program (Mary Lou) 
http://www.pta.org//parentinvolvement/familyfun/mla.asp 
A limited number of matching grants of up to $1,000 are awarded each year to local PTAs for 
student-centered programs focused on arts education. Special consideration is given to programs 
that reach large numbers of students, especially students who are at risk. At risk is the term 
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applied to children whose environmental, familial, and/or socioeconomic situation may affect 
their academic success or ability to learn. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Annie E. Casey Foundation, see Casey Foundation  

Apple iLife Educator Awards 
http://www.apple.com/education/ilifeawards/ 
Deadline: June 13 
Teachers who creatively use iLife applications to enhance lessons, exceed instructional 
standards, and meet the needs of today’s students are encouraged to submit their lesson plans for 
consideration. The Apple iLife Educator Awards contest is open to all K-12 district or school 
level educators, or preservice teachers and faculty or staff of accredited Colleges of Education 
located in the United States or Canada (excluding Quebec). 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

AT&T Foundation Education Grants 
http://www.att.com/foundation/ 
The foundation’s scope is national, emphasizing support of higher education and institutions and 
national organizations serving the academic community, and K-12 education. Areas of funding 
under this category include programs/projects that use technology to enhance teaching and 
learning, encourage family involvement in schools, provide professional development 
opportunities for educators, prepare future teachers for the learning environment, and implement 
plans for lifelong learning and community collaboration. The foundation maintains a local giving 
program to serve communities where the company has a presence. Types of support include 
annual campaigns, consulting services, emergency funds, matching funds, employee matching 
gifts, fellowships, program development, general/operating support, and technical assistance.  
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Autodesk Inc./ITEA Elementary Grants 
http://www.iteawww.org/I2a.html 
Autodesk Inc. and the The International Technology Education Association have partnered to 
promote the new basic in our elementary schools–technology education. All elementary schools 
(K-6) are invited to become involved in the technology education movement with technology 
activities and applying to this year’s grants program. The focus of the Autodesk Inc./ITEA grant 
will be to advance quality in technology education at the elementary school level. Seven project 
grants of $1,000 each will be awarded to schools showing a need for funding to create or 
advance technology activities in their schools. Priority will be given to applicants who best 
exhibit the criteria outlined below and who utilize their finding for the maximum number of 
students. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Awesome Library: Gaining Grants Home Page 
http://www.awesomelibrary.org/Office/Principal/Gaining_Grants/Gaining_Grants.html 
”The Awesome Library organizes 14,000 carefully reviewed K-12 education resources, the top 5 
percent for teachers, students, parents, and librarians. It includes a search engine.” This section 
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focuses on grant resources for teachers. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Barbara Bush Foundation, see Bush Foundation  

Beaumont Foundation of America Technology Grants 
http://www.bmtfoundation.com 
Deadline: March 31 
For technology development in underserved schools. Grants will be awarded in 21 states and the 
D.C. this year, with another round of grants going to the remaining states in 2004. Between 100-
350 grants ranging from $60,000 to $20,000. K-12 public schools are eligible if 50 percent of its 
students qualify for the National School Lunch Program. For more information, call (800) 505-
2667. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

BellSouth Foundation Opportunity Grants 
http://www.bellsouthfoundation.org/ 
The fundamental mission of the foundation is to stimulate far-reaching and lasting improvements 
in the results achieved by public K-12 education in southeastern United States. Three areas of 
concentration promote the development of the people in education, including teacher training 
programs; development of the places in education, including school reform and collaborative 
projects; and education technology. The foundation’s grantmaking philosophy emphasizes the 
initiation, rather than the ongoing maintenance, of education reform programs.  
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Beloit, Wisconsin Office of Grants and Home Programs 
http://www.sdb.k12.wi.us/grants/ 
Includes grant postings of interest to elementary and secondary educators. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Bill and Melinda Gates, see Gates Foundation  

Blockbuster Community Relations 
http://www.blockbuster.com/bb/about/bbcommunityrelations/0,7701,NT-ABT,00.html 
Blockbuster sponsors several programs that use movies both to teach and reward students in 
schools across the U.S. More than 11,000 elementary schools are also taking part in our 
BLOCKBUSTER Class Act Award program, which allows elementary school teachers to reward 
their students’ efforts with free movie rentals from BLOCKBUSTER. In addition, along with the 
American Film Institute and Channel One, our Film Curriculum program uses movies to get 
students and teachers talking about issues like tolerance and respect. So far, 12,000 middle 
schools and high schools across the country are taking part. (Last checked 05/04/04)  

Box Tops for Education 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
Box Tops for Education has donated over $90 million to our nation’s schools since 1996, helping 
them earn the cash they need through easy, everyday activities. Join the Box Tops Booster Club 
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to earn more for your school . . . and do something good for your family, too. Courtesy of 
General Mills. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Broad Foundation 
http://www.broadfoundation.org/ 
The Broad Foundation’s mission is to dramatically improve K-12 urban public education through 
better governance, management and labor relations. The Foundation reviews requests from 
nonprofit organizations that provide programs that address the Foundation’s focus in eligible 
urban school districts throughout the United States, including Detroit, Michigan. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Bush Foundation for Family Literacy (Barbara) 
http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/nga.html 
The goal of the national grant program is to develop and expand family literacy efforts 
nationwide, and to support the development of literacy programs that build families of readers. A 
total of $500,000 is awarded each year; no grant exceeds $50,000. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Campbell’s Labels for Education 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/index.asp 
”Labels for Education™” is an easy, fun way to help schools in your neighborhood get free 
educational merchandise, including computers, sports equipment and musical instruments. 
Sponsored by Campbell’s Soups. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Capital Regional Community Foundation 
http://www.crcfoundation.org/ 
According to the Towne Courier (June 22, 2003), the CRCF is seeking grant applications from 
churches in the tri-county area of Ingham, Clinton, and Eaton, for charitable work benefiting the 
community. Programs including food banks, clothing distribution, after-school and programs 
assisting the needy, excluding church building funds, will be considered. Grants up to $1000 
each will be awarded at the end of August; all applications are due by 5 p.m. August 11th. To 
obtain a church grant application form for the Patrons Fund or to discuss a grant idea, call Joyce 
McGowan, vice president of programs, at the community foundation at (517) 272-2870. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Carnegie Corporation of New York Eduction Program 
http://www.carnegie.org/sub/program/education.html 
Funding priorities include early childhood education, urban school reform, and higher education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Casey Foundation (Annie E.) 
http://www.aecf.org 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation considers support for public education and disadvantaged 
children one of its priorities. It is primarily interested in “initiatives that have significant 
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potential to demonstrate innovative policy, service delivery, and community supports for 
children and families.” Collaborative projects that engage parents in school improvement and the 
academic success of their children are within the foundation’s area of interest. There are no 
deadlines. The first step in the grant-seeking process is to send the foundation a 2-3 page letter 
summarizing the proposed project, its goals, a brief history/background of the school, the 
population to be served, and the amount requested. If the foundation sees potential in the project, 
it will invite you to write a full proposal. The address: The Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
Attention: Office of the President, 701 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. Grant guidelines 
are also available at the foundation Web site, or from External Resources and Partnerships (ERP) 
by calling 773/553-2610, or e-mail at: erp@cps.k12.il.us. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Center for Education Reform 
Grant Alert 
http://www.edreform.com/info/grant.htm 
Information on grants available for teachers, school programs and education reform initiatives. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Division of Adolescent and High School Health 
Healthy Youth Funding Database 
http://www2.cdc.gov/nccdphp/shpfp/index.asp 
This database provides keyword searching. Results provide a brief, two-line summary of the 
program and link to a web site with additional information. Covers both government and private 
funding opportunities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Character Education Partnership 
National Schools of Character Award Grants 
http://character.org/eventsawards/nsoc 
Provides awards of $2,000 to K-12 public schools who have been teaching character education 
initiatives that yield positive results in student behavior and academic performance. Must 
emphasize ethical values. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Charles A. Dana, see Dana Foundation  

Charter School Dissemination Grants 
http://www.charterschooldissemination.org/pages/index.cfm 
Dissemination grants are provided for under the Charter Schools Program (CSP). The CSP was 
originally authorized in 1994 under Title X, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965. State Education Agencies may use CSP funds to award subgrants to charter schools 
in the State. Dissemination grants are awarded to charter schools to support activities that help 
open new public schools or share the lessons learned by charter schools with other public 
schools. 
(Last checked 08/16/04)  
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Chicago Public Schools 
Office of External Resources and Partnerships 
Foundation Links 
http://www.csc.cps.k12.il.us/grants/foundations/directory.htm 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Citizens Insurance / Student Leadership Services Minigrants 
http://www.slstoday.com/ 
Howell-based Citizens Insurance Company of America and Students Leadership Services are 
uniting to make financial support available to youth-led prevention groups. Grants are available 
for $250, $500, or $1000 amounts to fund programs and events. Grants will be awarded for 
January 3 through September 1 and may be used for activities designed to prevent underage 
alcohol, tobacco, and/or drug use while encouraging safe and healthy lifestyles. For more 
information call Citizens, 1-800-388-4300, Ext. 2290. Citizens Insurance indicated that SADD-
MI will be handling the mini-grant program for them. Call (248) 706-0757 for more information. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

CocaCola Foundation 
http://www2.coca-cola.com/citizenship/foundation.html 
The Foundation supports programs in higher education, classroom teaching and learning, and 
international education. Our programs support scholarships for aspiring students; encourage and 
motivate young people to stay in school; and foster cultural understanding. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Columbia Education Center (Oregon) 
Resource Pages for Educational Grantseekers 
http://www.col-ed.org/Funding/funding.html 
Pulls together information on government and non-government funding opportunities, plus 
hotlinks to other promising sources of information. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Computers for Learning (GSA) 
http://www.computers.fed.gov/Public/home.asp 
The CFL program places computers in our classrooms and prepares our children to contribute 
and compete in the 21st century. The program transfers excess Federal computer equipment to 
schools and educational nonprofit organizations, giving special consideration to those with the 
greatest need. The CFL website connects the registered needs of schools and educational 
nonprofit organizations with available government computer equipment.  
Also listed under Computer Technology. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Cooke Foundation (Jack Kent) 
Innovation Grants 
http://www.jackkentcookefoundation.org 
Deadline: Dec. 22 
Priorities are talent identification, scholarship provision and out-of-school programs in the arts, 
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language, writing, science. Program areas include after-school, arts, general education, reading, 
and science. Average grants fall between $100,000 and $200,000. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Coon Foundation (Joanne Cross) 
http://www.lib.msu.edu/harris23/grants/privloc.htm#coon 
Provides grants to Seventh Day Adventist schools for various projects and activities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Cumberland County (N.C.) School’s Grants Page 
http://www.ccs.k12.nc.us/grants/Grants%20Guides/Grants%20Guide%20Main.htm 
Provides monthly updates, when school is in session, on grant opportunities for K-12 teachers 
and principals. 
(Last checked 07/22/04)  

Dana Foundation New Arts Education Grants (Charles A.) 
http://www.dana.org/grants/artseducation/guidelines.cfm 
Deadline: October 15 (Letters of Intent) 
The Charles A. Dana Foundation (http://www.dana.org/), a New York City-based philanthropic 
organization with interests in health and education, has extended its longtime interest in 
education to support innovative programs leading to improved teaching in the performing arts in 
public schools. The grants program is interested in professional development in four categories: 
(1) classroom teachers who integrate the arts into standard public school curriculum; (2) 
prospective classroom teachers with an interest in arts integration; (3) specialists who teach in 
various fields of the arts in public school; and (4) professional artists working with teachers and 
students in the schools or in school-related settings. Initially, the Foundation is placing emphasis 
on projects that are exported from or imported to New York City; Washington, D.C.; and Los 
Angeles. It should be feasible to complete projects, or a specific component of a larger project 
for which funding is being requested, within the limit of $75,000 over a period of up to two 
years. For more information, contact: Charles A. Dana Foundation, 745 5th Avenue, Suite 700, 
New York, NY 10151. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Dewitt Wallace, see Wallace  

Dirksen Congressional Center 
Robert H. Michel Civic Education Grants 
http://www.dirksencenter.org/grantmichelciviced.htm 
Deadline: May 1, 2004 
The Dirksen Congressional Center invites applications for grants totaling $35,000 in 2004 to 
help teachers, curriculum developers, and others improve the quality of civics instruction, with 
priority on the role of Congress in our federal government. Areas of interest include designing 
lesson plans, creating student activities, and applying instructional technology in the classroom. 
Teachers (6th through 12th grades), community and junior college faculty, and college and 
university faculty are eligible as are teacher-led student teams and individuals who develop 
curriculum. Priority will be given to the following disciplines: history, government, social 
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studies, political science, and education. Institutions and organizations are eligible under certain 
conditions. Inter-institutional consortia and other groups of individual may apply, but grant funds 
may not be used to defray indirect costs or overhead expenses. The funds are intended solely to 
produce “deliverables” of use to classroom teachers. 
Preliminary proposals must be submitted by no later than May 1, 2004. Only proposals submitted 
via e-mail, either in the body of the message or as a MS Word attachment, will be accepted. 
Complete information about eligibility and application procedures, may be found at The Center’s 
Web site. The Center does not provide an application form. You may find it helpful to review the 
sample grant proposal at http://www.dirksencenter.org/grantmichelcivicsample.htm. Frank 
Mackaman is the program officer: fmackaman@dirksencenter.org. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

The Dollywood Foundation 
http://www.dollywoodfoundation.com 
The Dollywood Foundation is a 501I(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1988 by Dolly Parton 
and the Dollywood Company. Committed to helping children Dream More, Learn More, Care 
More and Be More, the Dollywood Foundation develops and administers educational programs 
for children locally in Dolly’s native Sevier County, Tennessee as well as nationwide. Now 
operating in 255 communities in 34 states, the Imagination Library® is one of the Foundation’s 
most successful programs. The Imagination Library provides a book a month from birth until age 
five for all children in participating communities. 
(Last checked 09/15/04)  

DTE Energy Foundation 
http://www.dteenergy.com/community/foundation/index.html 
Education is a priority for this foundation. Michigan-based nonprofits interested in helping 
children learn math and science or sponsoring school-to-work programs and tutorial and 
academic-enhancement programs may want to contact this foundation whose headquarters are 
located in Detroit, Michigan. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Education Funding Opportunities 
Posted on the Foundation Center RFP Bulletin 
http://fdncenter.org/pnd/rfp/cat_education.jhtml 
The RFP (Request for Proposals) Bulletin is published weekly by the Foundation Center. Each 
RFP listing provides a brief overview of a current funding opportunity offered by a foundation or 
other grantmaking organization. Interested applicants should read the full RFP at the 
grantmaker’s Web site or contact the grantmaker directly for complete program guidelines and 
eligibility requirements before submitting a proposal to that grantmaker. Also listed under Grants 
for Individuals – Education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Education Grants Available From the State of Michigan 
see http://www.lib.msu.edu/harris23/grants/stateedu.htm  
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Education Grants/Programs Available from the U.S. Government 
Posted on the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
http://www.cfda.gov/public/grantsubtopic.asp?catcode=G 
Subcategories include: Dental Education and Training, Educational Equipment and Resources, 
Educational Facilities, Elementary and Secondary, General Research and Evaluation, 
Handicapped Education, Health Education and Training, Higher Education – General, Indian 
Education, Libraries and Technical Information Services, Medical Education and Training, 
Nuclear Education and Training, Nursing Education, Resource Development and Support – 
Elementary, Secondary Education, Resource Development and Support – General and Special 
Interest Organizations, Resource Development and Support – Higher Education, Resource 
Development and Support – Land and Equipment, Resource Development and Support – School 
Aid, Resource Development and Support – Sciences, Resource Development and Support – 
Student Financial Aid, Resource Development and Support – Vocational Education and 
Handicapped Education, Teacher Training, and Vocational Development. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Education Grants/Programs from the U.S. Government 
Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Some of the most current grant opportunities posted by the federal government. Note: Select 
education as funding activity category and click on search button at bottom of form. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Education Place Grants and Funding Opportunities 
http://www.eduplace.com/grants/ 
Courtesy of Houghton Mifflin, this web page is divided into three sections: Grants for Houghton 
Mifflin products, available grants and links, and help with grant writing including sample grant 
proposals that won funding. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Education World Grants Center 
http://www.education-world.com/grants/ 
Provides a compilation of grants, grant writing, and grants by subject category resources. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Educational Foundations 
http://www.cdsfunds.com/educational_foundations.html 
A list of web links provided by Custom Development Solutions, Inc., a consulting firm located in 
Isle of Palms, S.C. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

EDUCYBER Educator’s Grants Information Page 
http://www.educyber.com/educator/grants.php 
Thinking of applying for grant money for your school or institution? Whether you are just 
beginning or have already started the process, the following links (more or less in alphabetical 
order) should prove valuable in getting the information you need and in avoiding costly or 
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critical mistakes. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Eisenhower National Clearinghouse (ENC) 
Professional Development 
http://www.enc.org/professional/?ls=sn 
Check out the funding opportunities section for resources to help you locate and apply for 
educational funds from corporations, agencies, and foundations. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Electronic Data Systems (EDS) Technology Grant 
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3308_3580---,00.html 
Application deadline: Jan. 23, 2004 
An EDS Technology grants in the amount of $1,500 will be awarded to teachers through a 
competitive application process. The EDS program challenges teachers to explore technology-
related products and services and creatively apply these tools and resources in the classroom to 
enrich student learning. 
EDS Technology Grant sponsors change each year. There may be instances where a grant is not 
offered in your area for 2004, but was offered in 2003. It is important that you contact a current 
EDS grant sponsor before submitting a grant proposal. To find out if there is an EDS Grant 
Sponsors in your area, please contact: Mr. Paul Ward (Auburn Hills, MI) at (248) 696-6088 or e-
mail: paul.d.ward@eds.com; Ms. Ginny Beardsley (Detroit, MI) at (313) 230-2778 or e-mail: 
ginny.beardsley@eds.com; or Ms. Heather Van Den Berg (Rochester, MI) at (248) 601-0606 or 
web site: www.crwc.org. 
Guidelines:  

•   Grants must be used to pay for technology products, training and services not provided to the 
teacher by the school or the school district. Examples include, but not limited to, computer 
software and hardware, digital cameras, PC Cams, CD-ROM libraries, scanners and video 
boards; modems, Internet access, wiring and on-line time to networks and databases  
•   Teachers can only apply to one EDS grant sponsor  
•   Teachers can only submit one proposal 
Applicant Eligibility: Teachers must meet the following requirements:  
•   Be a current full-time teacher of children ages 6 through 18  
•   Teach at a public, private or charter school  
•   Teach at a school located within 50 miles of an EDS office sponsoring a grant  
•   Apply individually or in teams of two 
Ineligible Applicants:  
•   Home school or co-op home school providers  
•   After school or weekend programs managed by non-profit organizations, churches and other 
groups  
•   Junior colleges, state or private universities Applications: Applications may be obtained from 
a sponsoring EDS account/team. Applications must be postmarked by January 23, 2004; 
however, some locations may vary. Check with the grant sponsor in your area. EDS is not 
responsible for lost mail or any mail delays due to circumstances beyond our control. For more 
information about the EDS Technology Grant, please contact: Ms. Kelly Altmeyer at (248) 276-
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5797 or e-mail: Kelly.altmeyer@eds.com. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

ESCHOOLNEWS Online Funding Center 
http://www.eSchoolNews.org/resources/funding/ 
Provides tips on funding and technology opportunities. Also markets a funding directory. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

EXWORTHY Educational Links 
Grants, Funding, and Donations 
http://www.exworthy.com/ 
Find educational technology grants, e-rate updates and forms, grant applications, grant writing 
guides, and hardware purchasing/donation information at these links. Courtesy of two school 
teachers from the Los Angeles California United School District. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Federal Funding Opportunities for Education Grants/Programs Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Lists some of the most recent grant programs available. Note: Select education as funding 
activity category before initiating search. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Federal Funding to Two Year Colleges 
http://www.hccs.cc.tx.us/system/insdev/resource_dev/ncrd2.html 
Courtesy of the Houston Community College System Resource Development Office and the 
National Council for Resource Development. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

FedGrants Federal Funding Opportunities 
http://www.fedgrants.gov/Applicants/index.html 
Funding opportunities from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) are sorted by a variety of 
ways including date posted and eligibility status. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Feedtheminds.org 
http://www.feedtheminds.org/ 
A Christian communication charity which brings books and literacy materials to the poorest 
countries of the world> 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

FirstEnergy Education Grants in Math, Science, and Technology 
http://www.firstenergycorp.com:80/community/ 
Deadline: October 1, 2004 
FirstEnergy’s Mathematics, Science and Technology Education grants of up to $500 are 
available to educators at schools and community groups served by its operating companies – 
Ohio Edison, The Illuminating Company, Toledo Edison, Penn Power, Penelec, Met-Ed, and 
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Jersey Central Power & Light. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Foundation Center RFP Bulletin : Education 
http://fdncenter.org/pnd/rfp/cat_education.jhtml 
The RFP (Request for Proposals) Bulletin is published weekly by the Foundation Center. Each 
RFP listing provides a brief overview of a current funding opportunity offered by a foundation or 
other grantmaking organization. Interested applicants should read the full RFP at the 
grantmaker’s Web site or contact the grantmaker directly for complete program guidelines and 
eligibility requirements before submitting a proposal to that grantmaker. Also listed under Grants 
for Individuals – Education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) 
http://www.fred.org/ 
The mission of the Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED), a charitable 
foundation affiliated with the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small 
Telecommunications Companies (OPASTCO), is to promote activities that improve rural 
educational, social, and economic conditions. Grants, awards and scholarships are provided each 
year to rural students, residents and communities in OPASTCO members’ service areas. The 
Foundation’s programs include the Ethyl Grant Program, which provides matching grants to 
OPASTCO member telephone companies for projects aimed at bettering their communities, and 
the Technology Grants for Rural Schools program, which helps public schools in rural areas 
served by OPASTCO members meet the growing need for innovative technology in the 
classroom. Additionally, the Foundation offers the Rural Teacher of the Year award as well as 
leadership and scholarship programs for high school seniors. Visit the above website for more 
information, including deadlines for the specific programs. 
(Last checked 08/10/04)  

Foundations and Organizations that Support Education Innovation 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/resources/foundations.html 
A directory compiled by the National Library of Education. Includes American Association for 
Higher Education, The Annenberg Foundation, Arizona Community Foundation, Bank of 
America Foundation Inc., Broad Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, Circuit City 
Foundation, Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education, The Frances L. & Edwin L. 
Cummings Memorial Fund, The Dana Foundation, Dekko Foundation Inc., Joseph Drown 
Foundation, The Ford Foundation, Freddie Mac Foundation, William Caspar Graustein 
Memorial Fund, Jaquelin Hume Foundation, Hyde Family Foundation, The James Irvine 
Foundation, Walter S. Johnson Foundation, The Joyce Foundation, The J. M. Kaplan Fund Inc., 
Lucent Technologies Foundation, Richard King Mellon Foundation, The J. P. Morgan Chase 
Foundation, National Council for the Social Studies, NEA Foundation for the Improvement of 
Education, New Prospect Foundation, New Visions for Public Schools, Old York Foundation, 
Panasonic Foundation Inc., The William Penn Foundation, The Pew Charitable Trusts, The 
Phelps-Stokes Fund, Joseph H. and Florence A. Roblee Foundation, The Schumann Fund for 
New Jersey, Inc., Southern Education Foundation, Inc., Sprint Foundation (Formerly/Also 
known as: United Telecommunications Foundation), Stark Education Partnership, Waksman 
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Foundation for Microbiology, Walton Family Foundation Inc., The Wendling Foundation, The 
Whitaker Foundation, Tiger Woods Foundation, Inc., Woods Fund of Chicago, and The Zelnak 
Private Foundation 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Fund for Teachers 
Professional Development Grants, http://www.fundforteachers.org/ 
The Fund for Teachers provides grants of up to $5,000 to classroom teachers with a minimum of 
three years experience, so that they may participate in training and enriching activities that will 
improve and enhance their skills as teachers. Grants will be made solely to fund participation by 
grant recipients in summer professional and personal development activities. Applicants must be 
employed as a public or private teacher in K-12th grade at the time grants are approved and 
made. Since 1998, 567 teachers in seven cities – Denver, Houston, Minneapolis, New York, 
Oakland, St. Paul, and Tulsa – have received funding, including 267 Fellows during the summer 
of 2003. FFT Fellows have participated in programs and traveled in 45 countries on 6 continents. 
In 2004 Fund for Teachers continues to expand and will award funds to 444 teachers including 
for the first time, teachers in rural Colorado; rural Oklahoma; Boston, Massachusetts; and to the 
national network of Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound schools. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Funding Available for School Safety 
http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/sl000606.pdf 
http://www.ncjrs.org/txtfiles1/nij/sl000606.txt 
Deadline: March 26, 2003 
”NIJ School Safety Technology Solicitation FY 2003” (12 pp.) (SL 000606) encourages 
technology developers and researchers to work creatively with school law enforcement officers 
and other school safety officials as they develop appropriate proposals. Proposals should focus 
on projects that can be successfully completed within 1 to 2 years. (NIJ) NOTE: Applicants will 
be required to apply online through the Office of Justice Programs’ Grants Management System, 
which can be accessed from OJP’s Funding Opportunities page at: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fundopps.htm 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Funding for Afterschool 
http://www.afterschool.org/funding.cfm 
Courtesy of Promising Practices in Afterschool. 
(Last checked 07/30/04)  

FundingFactory Recycling Program 
http://www.etcep.com/ 
FundingFactory has helped thousands of educational and non-profit organizations nationwide 
reach their fundraising goals in an effective and innovative way…recycling. Your organization 
can earn FREE technology, sports & recreation equipment, playground systems or even CASH 
by simply collecting and recycling items most people just throw away. Recycle empty inkjet & 
laser cartridges and even old cell phones and start redeeming your rewards immediately. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Fundsnet Services Online Education Corporate Funders 
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/educ01.htm 
A collection of web links by FundsNet. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Fundsnet Services Online Education Grantmaking Foundations 
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/educatio.htm 
A collection of web links by FundsNet. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Gates Foundation (Bill and Melinda) 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/ 
Bill and Melinda Gates hope to make an enduring contribution toward increasing access to 
innovations in education, technology, and global health. More than seventeen billion dollars in 
endowments have been set aside for these causes. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Gear Up Program 
Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/gearup/index.html 
The GEAR UP program is a discretionary grant program designed to increase the number of 
low-income students who are prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education. GEAR 
UP provides five-year grants to States and partnerships to provide services at high-poverty 
middle and high schools. GEAR UP grantees serve an entire cohort of students beginning no 
later than the seventh grade and follow the cohort through high school. GEAR UP funds are also 
used to provide college scholarships to low-income students. 
GEAR UP is unique from other initiatives. This program employs partnerships committed to 
serving and accelerating the academic achievement of cohorts of students through their high 
school graduation. GEAR UP partnerships supplement (not supplant) existing reform efforts, 
offer services that promote academic preparation and the understanding of necessary costs to 
attend college, provide professional development, and continuously build capacity so that 
projects can be sustained beyond the term of the grant. 
(Last checked 09/15/04)  

General Mills Box Tops for Education 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
A nationwide fundraising program that helps K-8 schools earn extra cash for items that are not 
covered by shrinking school budgets. With Box Tops for Education, your school can earn up to 
$10,000 in cash for new playground equipment. Library books. Technology. Art supplies. 
Whatever your school needs most! 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Genesee Intermediate School District 
Grants and Development Department 
Hot Grant Bytes 
http://web.gisd.k12.mi.us/gisd/Grants/HotGrantBytes.htm 
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A table of potential funding opportunities for educators, updated daily by the Genesee 
Intermediate School District’s Grants & Development Department in Flint, MI.  
(Last checked 07/26/04)  

Genesee Intermediate School District 
Grants and Development Department 
Online Resources Database 
http://207.74.115.133/resources/subject.asp?Category=1 
A compilation of resources by Glenda Letavis, Program Secretary in the Grants and 
Development Department, e-mail: gletavis@gisd.gisd.k12.mi.us. 
(Last checked 07/26/04)  

Globe Science and Education Program 
http://www.globe.gov/fsl/html/templ.cgi?nsfao&lang=en&nav=1 
GLOBE is a hands-on, school-based science and education program. In the U.S., GLOBE is a 
Federal interagency program sponsored by NOAA, NASA, NSF, and EPA, in partnership with 
over 140 colleges and universities, state and local school systems and non-government 
organizations. Internationally, GLOBE is a partnership between the U.S. and over 95 other 
countries. Over a million K-12 students in more than 10,000 schools have taken part in the 
program, and there are more than 16,000 GLOBE-trained teachers. GLOBE is now seeking 
proposals from science-educator teams supporting higher education, school and private 
partnerships that give K-12 students hands-on experience. For complete information on this 
solicitation go to: http://www.globe.gov/fsl/html/templ.cgi?nsfao&lang=en&nav=1. Also 
familiarize yourself with the GLOBE Program at: http://www.globe.gov. Source: Grants and 
Foundations Review, Jan. 15, 2002. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Good Neighbor Service-Learning Award 
http://www.ysa.org/pdffiles/2003_GN.pdf 
(Deadline – February 28, 2003) 
The State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Award enables youth and educators to bring 
positive benefits of service-learning to more young people. This grant is for both young people 
ages 5-25 and teachers to implement service-learning projects for National Youth Service Day 
2003, April 11-13th. Fifty grants of $500 each will be available to young people and fifty grants 
of $1,500 will be available to teachers (to engage classes). To apply, submit a complete 
application to Ms. Toyasha Albert, Youth Service America grants manager. 
Also listed under Education 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Grants and Other Funding Opportunities 
http://learn.arc.nasa.gov/grants/index.html 
A compilation of resources for K-12 grade teachers provided by the NASA Learning 
Technologies Project. Last updated July 2, 2002. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Grants for Individuals (Financial Aid) 
see Grants for Individuals or Grants for Individuals – Education  

Grants.gov : Current Federal Funding Opportunities for Education 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Note: Select education as funding activity category and click on search bottom at bottom of 
form. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Grantseekers for Education Members 
http://www.edfunders.org/ 
Grantmakers for Education is a membership organization for private and public grantmakers that 
support education from early childhood through K-12 and higher education. Our mission is to 
improve educational outcomes for students by strengthening philanthropy’s capacity and 
effectiveness. While the organization does not make grants itself, its members often do. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Guide to U.S. Department of Education Programs and Resources 
http://web99.ed.gov/GTEP/Program2.nsf 
A ready reference guide for education funds allocated by Congress to the U.S. Department of 
Education. Included on this website is information about laboratories, centers, and other research 
oriented functions that produce resources important to education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Help Us Help Foundation 
http://www.helpushelp.org 
With financial support provided by database software giant Oracle Corporation, the nonprofit 
Help Us Help Foundation assists K-12 public schools and youth organizations in economically 
challenged communities to obtain information technology tools. Grants of computer equipment 
and software are available to schools and youth organizations in the U.S. that provide 
educational programs in low-income communities. The foundation will donate new Internet 
appliances and laser printers as well as all the ancillary equipment necessary to connect the 
devices, including network hubs, cables, and electrical surge protectors.K-12 public and public 
charter schools are eligible for assistance through the program if a significant number of their 
students qualify for the subsidized lunch program (roughly 50 percent for elementary schools 
and 35 percent for middle and high schools) or can otherwise be documented as low-income. 
Community-based organizations are eligible if they have 501I(3) or 7871 tribal government 
status and provide educational services to youth who lack access to technology. In addition, low-
income youth must comprise at least 50 percent of the total population served by the 
organization annually. Applicants, who must submit a preliminary application online, are 
encouraged to submit their applications early. The foundation accepts a limited number of 
applications each cycle and will stop accepting applications once the maximum is reached. 
Deadline is August 31, 2003, and February 29, 2004. 
Also listed under children and computer technology. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Hewlett-Packard Company K-8 Science Support 
http://h21030.www2.hp.com/us/programs/science_leadership.html 
Through the HP Science Leadership strategic grant initiative, HP supports attendance of U.S. K-
8 school district teams from low-income, ethnically diverse communities at National Science 
Resources Center (NSRC) Institutes. The Institutes help further the teams’ work in implementing 
hands-on inquiry-based science education in their districts. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Hot Grant Bytes 
http://www.gisd.k12.mi.us/grants/hotbytes.htm 
Presents potential financial resources for educators, updated daily by Genesee Intermediate 
School District’s Grants & Development Department. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

IBM Corporate Grants 
http://www.ibm.com/ibm/ibmgives/grant/education/ 
Deadline: open 
Description: The primary grant-making focus is public education on a national basis with 
emphasis on areas of company operations including Armond, NY. Also gives products and 
employee matching gifts. Most grants are initiated by IBM and unsolicited proposals are not 
likely to be funded; HOWEVER, they do accept them, and there are instructions on the web site 
on how to apply. Their “reinventing education” program is a top priority. Public, private, and 
charter schools as well as higher education institutions may apply. Average grants range from 
$500 to $2 million. For more information call (914) 499-1900 or send an e-mail to 
ibmgives@vnet.ibm.com. Source: School Funding Newsletter, Feb. 17, 2004. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

IndiVisual Learning LLC/Hewlett Packard Read for Life Scholarships 
http://www.indivisuallearning.com/scholarship.html?refer=www.fundsnetservices.com 
IndiVisual Learning LLC, a provider of engaging academic intervention programs, in co-
sponsorship with Hewlett-Packard Co., will award $25,000 ‘Read for Life’ Scholarships to two 
deserving public, private, charter, or parochial schools throughout the country. Schools must 
demonstrate financial need or a large population of limited-English proficiency students, as well 
as a staff dedicated to working with technology-based education solutions. Each ‘Read for Life’ 
Scholarship includes a wireless mobile lab with five in-class, computer-based reading 
workstations and three years of unlimited student use of IndiVisual Reading software. Deadline: 
September 15, 2003. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Initiative to Develop Education through Astronomy and Space Science 
http://ideas.stsci.edu/ 
Application deadlines: Oct. 22, 2004 
The Initiative to Develop Education through Astronomy and Space Science (IDEAS), 
administered by the Space Telescope Science Institute on behalf of NASA Office of Space 
Science, provides start-up funding for creative education and public outreach projects that 
feature collaboration between astronomers/space scientists and education professionals. The 
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goals of the IDEAS program are to enhance science, mathematics and/or technology education in 
the United States for K-14 students and the general public by promoting partnerships between 
scientists and educators; and to cultivate innovation and creativity in education using 
astronomy/space science as the underlying concept. Partnerships of professional 
astronomers/space scientists and professional K-14 educators throughout the United States are 
eligible to apply. 
(Last checked 08/18/04)  

Intel Public Affairs Contribution and Grant Information 
http://www.intel.com/community/grant.htm 
Our primary giving focus is education; we have strong interest in supporting K-12/higher 
education and community programs that deliver the kind of educational opportunities that all 
students will need to prepare themselves to succeed in the 21st century. Intel vigorously supports 
education through grants for programs that advance science, math and technology education, 
particularly for women and underserved populations. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

INTEL’s Global Commitment to Education 
http://www.intel.com/education/sections/corporate1/index.htm 
http://www.intel.com/education/sections/corporate3/index.htm 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

International Reading Association 
Regie Routman Teacher Recognition Award 
http://www.ira.org/awards/regierou.html 
Deadline: Completed entries must be received by November 1. 
The Regie Routman Teacher Recognition Award honors an outstanding regular classroom 
elementary teacher of reading and language arts in grades K-6 (ages 5-12) dedicated to 
improving teaching and learning through reflective writing about his or her teaching and learning 
process. The US$1,000 award is supported by a grant from Regie Routman. All applicants must 
be Association members. 
(Last checked 07/22/04)  

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, see Cooke Foundation  

Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/javits/index.html 
The purpose of the Javits program is to carry out a coordinated program of scientifically based 
research, demonstration projects, innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build 
and enhance the ability of elementary and secondary schools to meet the special educational 
needs of gifted and talented students. 
The major emphasis of the program is on serving students traditionally under represented in 
gifted and talented programs, particularly economically disadvantaged, limited English 
proficient, and disabled students, to help reduce the serious gap in achievement among certain 
groups of students at the highest levels of achievement. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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JCPenney Corporate Giving Program 
http://www.jcpenneyinc.com/company/commrel/index.htm 
Deadline: open 
J.C. Penney grants focus on improvement of K through 12th grade education through curriculum-
based after school care, with a priority on JCPenney Afterschool. Funding is not given to 
individual schools unless the company has a relationship with them. Higher education funding is 
limited to those with whom the company has a business or recruiting relationship. Grants usually 
range from $100 to $5000. Source: School Funding Newsletter, November 21, 2003. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Joanne Cross Coon Foundation, see Coon Foundation  

Joyce Foundation 
http://www.joycefdn.org/ 
Is seeking grant proposals as part of $6 million, three-year initiative for universal access to 
preschool for Midwest children ages three to five. 
Also listed under Grants for Nonprofits-Children. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Kellogg Foundation Learning Initiatives for Young Children and Adolescents 
http://www.wkkf.org 
Two initiatives – SPARK: Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids and New Options for 
Youth Through Engaged Institutions – will be launched immediately by the foundation, which 
plans to contribute $10 million toward their development over the next decade. 
With a goal of ensuring that vulnerable children are ready for school and schools are ready for 
the children, SPARK will seek to create a seamless transition into school for children ages 3 to 6 
in selected communities. (Vulnerable children are defined as those with two or more conditions 
that impede their learning.) The second initiative, New Options for Youth Through Engaged 
Institutions, will support partnerships between communities and post-secondary institutions to 
identify and create new ways to help vulnerable young people achieve higher levels of learning. 
”We are excited about increasing learning for our most vulnerable young people, thereby 
strengthening educational pathways for all youth,” said Kellogg foundation president and CEO 
William C. Richardson. “We believe the Kellogg Foundation can provide leadership in support 
of finding innovative, community-driven solutions to the challenges of enhancing school 
readiness and finding viable learning options for high school age youth.” 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Knight Foundation 
http://www.knightfdn.org/ 
This foundation emphasizes four major program areas: Community Initiatives, Journalism, 
Education, and Arts and Culture. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Kohl’s Fundraising Card Program 
http://www.kohlscorporation.com/CommunityRelations/Community04.htm 
The Kohl’s Cares for Kids® Fundraising Card Program benefits school and nonprofit youth 
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organizations through the use of special gift cards. The fundraising card is an electronic gift card 
sold to school organizations and youth groups at a discount of 5% for total gift card purchases 
over $1000 and 3% for purchases from $500 to $999. The fundraising groups then sell the 
purchased cards at face value and keep the profits. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Kurzwell Educational Systems 
Teacher Resources – Funding Information Sources for Assistive Technology 
http://kurzweiledu.com/proof_resources_funding.asp 
Special education teachers, school district administrators and others are often interested in 
learning about organizations that provide funding for the initiation and implementation of 
assistive technology solutions. If information of this sort is of interest to you, we can provide a 
starting point. 
Also listed under Grants for Individuals – Disabled. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Laubach Literacy – National Book Scholarship Fund 
http://www.laubach.org/NBSF/indexnbs.html 
Deadline: Dec. 6 
The purpose of the National Book Scholarship Fund (NBSF), is to distribute direct in-kind 
assistance to local literacy providers throughout the United States. NBSF grants are intended to 
provide the New Readers Press books and other materials essential to begin a new literacy 
outreach program or to significantly expand an existing effort. For more information, contact: 
Jane M. Hugo, 315-422-9121, email: jhugo@laubach.org 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Lesko’s Job Help (Matthew) 
http://www.lesko.com/help/JobHelp.htm 
Money, information and services find a new career or get satisfaction in a current one. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Liberty Mutual Corporate Giving Program 
http://www.libertymutual.com/omapps/ContentServer?pagename=CorporateInternet/ 
Page/StandardTeal&cid=1003349317246&dir=/CorporateInternet/CorpHomePage/ 
CorpAboutLibertyMutual/CorpCommunityAction 
The Liberty Mutual Group Corporate Philanthropy Program supports nonprofit organizations 
that help people live safer, more secure lives in communities throughout the U.S. where the 
company has employees and customers. The company also provides support in the areas of 
education, with priority on programs for disadvantaged youth, and health and safety. Liberty 
Mutual will NOT fund: individuals; foundations that are primarily grant-making agencies; 
religious organizations requesting funds for sectarian activities; fraternal, social or political 
organizations; trips, tours and transportation; deficit spending or debt liquidation; conferences, 
forums or civic events;organizations reviewed within the past two months. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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LINCS-Reviewed Resources for Grants/Funding 
http://www.nifl.gov/cgi-bin/lincs/search/gsearch/ 
dbsearch.cgi?action=Show%20Results 
LINCS is a gateway to education and literacy resources on the Internet, including an excellent, 
up-to-date list of upcoming grants. The grants are arranged chronologically (by due date) and 
link to additional information about them. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Lisa Libraries 
http://www.lisalibraries.org/frames.html 
The Lisa Libraries donates new children’s books and small libraries to organizations that work 
with kids in poor and underserved areas. Founded in 1990, the Lisa Libraries was started by 
author Ann M. Martin and friends to honor and memorialize children’s book editor Lisa Novak. 
Some of the libraries established have been at day-care centers, prison visiting areas for children 
of incarcerated parents, and after-school programs. The Lisa Libraries supplements underfilled 
shelves as well as provides books to many children who may never have owned a book before. In 
2000, the Lisa Libraries contributed over 14,000 books to nonprofit organizations across the 
country. 
Also listed under Grants for Nonprofits-Libraries. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Lorrie Otto, see Otto  

Lowe’s Community Giving 
http://www.lowes.com/lkn?action=pg&p=AboutLowes/Community#charitable 
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation awards more than $1.5 million annually to 
individuals and organizations across the United States. Founded in 1957, the Foundation’s 
primary philanthropic focus areas include community improvement projects, education 
scholarships for trade disciplines and environmental initiatives that enhance the natural 
environment. The Foundation considers requests only from 501I(3) organizations. In 2003, 
Lowe’s awarded $600,000 to schools from Philadelphia to Salt Lake City for initiatives such as 
enhancing learning environments or making much-needed building repairs. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Lumina Foundation for Education 
http://www.luminafoundation.org/ 
A private, independent foundation, strives to help people achieve their potential by expanding 
access and success in education beyond high school. Through research, innovative programs, and 
communications initiatives, the Foundation addresses issues surrounding financial access, 
educational attainment and opportunities for nontraditional learners. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Mary Lou Anderson, see Anderson  

Matthew Lesko, see Lesko  
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MCIWORLDCOM MarcoPolo 
State and School District Professional Development Grant Programs 
http://www.wcom.com/marcopolo/grant_programs/index.shtml 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

MCIWORLDCOM MARCOPOLO 
University Pre-Service Development Grant Programs 
http://www.wcom.com/marcopolo/grant_programs/index.shtml 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

McKenzie Foundation 
http://www.mckenziefoundation.us/guidelines.php 
The McKenzie Foundation has selected four initiatives that will shape its grantmaking for the 
next few years. These are early childhood development, education, the environment, and arts and 
culture. The Foundation believes that assisting families is one of the most effective and lasting 
ways to strengthen communities and therefore supports opportunities and experiences that enrich 
learning for all ages. 
Also listed under Grants for Nonprofits: children and youth, education, environment and arts. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

MEDTRONIC Foundation Star Grants 
http://www.medtronic.com/foundation/star.html 
STAR aims to increase science learning by all students and to provide them with the opportunity 
to consider careers in science, health, engineering and technical fields. The Foundation places 
special emphasis on initiatives that benefit those traditionally underrepresented in science: 
socioeconomically disadvantaged youth and females. The Foundation awards grants to schools, 
school districts and other nonprofit organizations in or near the following Medtronic facilities: 
Tempe, Arizona; Santa Barbara, Santa Ana, and Santa Rosa, California; Parker, Colorado; 
Danvers, Massachusetts; Grand Rapids, Michigan; Milaca and Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Memphis, Tennessee; Redmond, Washington and Humacao and Villalba, Puerto Rico. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

MEEMIC Foundation for the Future of Education Minigrant Program 
http://www.meemic.com/comfndoverCKR.htm 
Application form 
Are you an enthusiastic member of the educational community with innovative, original ideas for 
programs, events or projects that will enhance your students’ classroom experiences? The 
MEEMIC Foundation for the Future of Education, a non-profit organization created in 1992 by 
the MEEMIC Insurance Company offers financial assistance to schools and educators in the 
form of mini-grants. For more information, write the MEEMIC Foundation Mini Grant Program, 
691 N. Squirrel Rd. Suite 100, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326; Email: foundation@meemic.com; 
Phone: (248) 375-7535; Fax: (248) 375-7549 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Michel Civic Education Grants for Teachers of Grades 6-12 (Robert H.) 
http://www.dirksencenter.org/grantmichelciviced.htm 
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Proposal deadline: May 1, 2004 
The Dirksen Congressional Center provides grants to develop practical classroom strategies to 
improve the quality of teaching and learning about civics with a particular emphasis on the role 
of Congress in the federal government. Grants are intended to help teachers, curriculum 
developers, and others improve the quality of civics instruction. Designing lesson plans, creating 
student activities, and applying instructional technology in the classroom are areas of interest. 
Teachers of grades 6-12 are eligible to apply as are teacher-led student teams and individuals 
who develop curriculum. Both public school and private/charter schools are eligible. $35,000 
available. For more information, visit the web site or send an e-mail to fmackaman@pdkin.net 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Milken Family Foundation 
Teacher Advancement Program 
http://www.mff.org/tap/tap.taf 
The Teacher Advancement Program is a business- and research-based school improvement 
model to attract, retain and motivate the best talent to the teaching profession. The 
comprehensive TAP system is built on five interrelated principles: multiple career paths, market-
driven compensation, performance-based accountability, ongoing applied professional growth, 
and expanding the supply of high quality educators. At dozens of TAP demonstration schools 
nationwide, educators are offered support and incentives to develop, share and implement 
instructional strategies that improve student learning. Their efforts are rewarded by enhanced 
professionalism, compensation and leadership opportunities. In this way, the Teacher 
Advancement Program seeks to transform teaching into a much more dynamic career that will 
ensure a quality education for all of America’s children. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Minneapolis Public Schools 
Grants Newsletter 
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 
Type in grants �activities I search box to retrieve recent issues of this newsletter focusing on 
funding for elementary and secondary schools. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Association for the Exchange of Industrial Resources 
http://www.naeir.org/ 
Collects donations of overstocked and discontinued merchandise from businesses and 
redistributes them to schools and non-profit groups. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Book Scholarship Fund, see Laubach Literacy.  

National Charter School Clearinghouse 
Funding Links 
http://www.ncsc.info/mod.php?mod=userpage&menu=8&page_id=1 
Provides links to a variety of resources of potential value to grant seekers. Resources are divided 
into the following sections: Cause Related Marketing, Corporate/Other Opportunities, Federal, 
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Foundation, Grant Tips, Grant Writing Assistance, Grantwriter Database, State, and Successful 
Proposals. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Council for Community and Education Partnerships 
http://www.edpartnerships.org/ 
The SBC Foundation, the charitable arm of Dallas-based SBC Communications, has announced 
a $5 million grant to the National Council for Community Education Partnerships (NCCEP) to 
support the federal Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs, or 
GEAR UP. 
The grant from SBC will supplement the program, which was enacted by Congress when it 
passed the Higher Education Amendment of 1998, in thirteen states. GEAR UP encourages 
students in grades 6-12 to stay in school and apply for college. The funds from the foundation 
will help train teachers to use technology in the classroom; fund technology-based after-school 
programs; measure student achievement and program impact; and establish new K-16 
partnerships. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Council for the Social Studies 
CivConnections Grants 
http://www.socialstudies.org/civiconnections 
Deadline: April 30, 2004 
Grants for public school teacher teams and students grades 3-12 to link historical inquiry with 
community service-learning projects. Thirty-three teams of teachers are expected to be funded 
with an average grant of $7500. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Education Association 
Youth Leaders for Literacy 
http://www.nea.org/readacross/volunteer/youthleaders.html 
Proposal deadline: Oct. 22, 2004 
Grants for student-led initiatives at public and private / charter schools for reading-related 
activities that benefit others. Students must be between the ages of 5 and 21. Average grant 
amount: $500.00 
(Last checked 09/15/04)  

National School Fitness Foundation 
http://www.fitnessfoundation.org/ 
Schools that have an extra 1,800 square feet and interested staff members could qualify for free 
athletic equipment, including weight machines and computers that measure body fat and heart 
rates. The offer, valued at $200,000 to $250,000 per school, comes from the National School 
Fitness Foundation, a Utah-based nonprofit organization that seeks to increase physical activity 
among school children. The equipment includes treadmills, exercise bicycles, resistive cords, 
shoulder presses, leg extensions, and pectoral decks, as well as timed circuit clocks, heart-rate 
and blood-pressure monitors, body composition analyzers, computers, fax machines, and 
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printers. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Gardening Association 
Kids Growing with Dutch Bulbs Grants 
www.kidsgardening.com/grants.asp 
Deadline: April 1 
NGA supports K-12 schools that utilize gardens as educational tools. 500 grants will provide 200 
premium Dutch flowering bulbs. For more information, contact: NGA, 1100 Dorset St., South 
Burlington, VT 05403 or call (800) 538-7476. 
Also listed under Environment. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Institute for Literacy Grants and Funding Sources 
http://www.nifl.gov/ 
Click on Links and then on Grants and Funding for a compilation of funding sources. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National School Safety and Security Services 
Tips for Funding School Safety and Security Services 
http://www.schoolsecurity.org/resources/funding.html 
Advice from a consulting firm. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Teachers Hall of Fame Teachers Recognition Program 
http://www.nthf.org 
Deadline: January 6 
Note: Check with organization to see if program will be offered again in 2002. 
The mission of the National Teachers Hall of Fame is to recognize exemplary pre-K-12 teachers 
and to share their expertise and accomplishments as stellar examples of the teaching profession. 
One of the most important components of the NTHF is the annual Teacher Recognition Program, 
which selects five teachers for induction every year. The 2001 inductees will be recognized in 
Emporia, Kansas (June 21-24, 2001), and in Washington, D.C. (November 2001) in conjunction 
with American Education Week. Candidates eligible for induction to the National Teachers Hall 
of Fame must have must have (or have had) at least 20 years’ full-time classroom teaching 
responsibility in grades pre-kindergarten through high school. Candidates may be current or 
retired teachers, must be (or have been) certified as a public or non-public school teacher, and 
must be available to attend induction ceremonies. Inductees receive a $1,000 scholarship for 
their school districts, a $1,000 stipend, $1,000 in materials, and a ring. Visit the NTHF Web site 
to download a nomination packet. For more information, contact: The National Teachers Hall of 
Fame, 2001 Induction Program, 1320 C of E Drive, Emporia, KS 66801. Source: Foundation 
Center RFP Bulletin, November 3, 2000. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Teaching and Learning Forum 
Teaching and Learning Grant Opportunities 
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http://www.ntlf.com/html/grants/titles.htm 
The Oryx Press, co-publisher of The National Teaching and Learning Forum, has one of the 
most comprehensive databases of grants information available anywhere. From that database, we 
have culled this selection of 37 grants which should be of interest to faculty and instructional 
development specialists and to faculty with an interest in teaching and curriculum development. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

National Weather Association 
Sol Hirsch Education Fund Grants 
http://www.nwas.org/solhirsch.html 
Deadline: August 1 
$500 grants are available annually for teachers in grades K-12 to improve the education of their 
students in Meteorology. 
If applying for a grant for equipment and supplies, specify the equipment, materials and supplies 
required and how they will be used to enhance class study of weather (atmospheric sciences). 
How many students and faculty will be involved? Will this project be part of an ongoing effort, a 
new project or have partial funding from another source? 
If applying for an individual scholarship grant to attend a course or conference, specify how the 
proposed course work, seminar participation, meeting attendance or other instructional activity 
will benefit recipient in teaching weather (atmospheric sciences) to students. 
Also listed under Grants for Individuals – Education. 
(Last checked 06/30/04)  

National Writing Project Mini Grants 
http://www.writingproject.org/Programs/netgrants.html 
Mini-grants are intended to provide modest support for targeted initiatives at local sites and to 
further leadership, networking, and innovation of teacher-consultants. Each network sets criteria 
and chooses projects for funding through a peer review process concurrently with the NWP 
application process for Federal funding and including the same match requirements. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education 
Grants and Programs 
http://www.nfie.org/grants.htm 
The NEA Foundation supports a variety of efforts by teachers, education support professionals, 
and higher education faculty and staff to improve student learning in the nation’s public schools, 
colleges, and universities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

NEC’s Corporate Citizenship 
http://www.nec.co.jp/community/en/ 
Makes cash grants to nonprofit organizations and programs with national reach and impact in 
one or both of the following arenas: science and technology education, principally at the 
secondary level, and/or the application of technology to assist people with disabilities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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NetDay Compass Guide to Educational Funding 
http://www.netdaycompass.org/categories.cfm?instance_id=1718&category_id=3 
Provides a directory of foundations and other organizations that provide funding to support 
education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Newman’s Own Charitable Foundation 
http://www.newmansown.com/5_good.html 
Offers grants to nonprofits, schools, hospitals, and other 501I(3) public benefit organizations. 
Eligible grant categories include: the arts, children and youth, health, education, the elderly, 
environment, the handicapped, literacy, substance abuse education, programs for the needy 
including housing and food, but no funding for individuals or scholarships. Deadline: Sept. 1 
each year 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

News for Educators Online Now (NEON) 
http://www.itrc.ucf.edu/neon/archives/archives.html 
Includes information about grant �ctivities�es. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

North American Moose Foundation 
Grants for Middle Schools 
http://www.moosefoundation.org/home.htm 
Application Deadline: Dec. 15, 2003 
The North American Moose Foundation is pleased to announce the availability of 8 (eight) 
individual $250 grants, for Middle Schools, grades 6, 7, or 8, in the U.S. and Canada. The 
Foundations’ goal is to fund eight habitat-oriented grants that promote learning about moose 
habitat, shared habitat and to create activities that deal with or promote enhanced moose habitat. 
Grants will be awarded to the most creative proposals for educating Middle School students 
about moose habitat–heightening their awareness of moose as a wild animal, the largest ungulate 
in North America. We encourage applicants to think “outside the box” for educational value. 
Required in the application is a study plan and must be appropriate for all classes at the 
applicants’ school and be made available to other schools via the Moose Foundation. Please 
include a budget with the grant proposal, as well. Successful grant recipients must contain 1) a 
write-up of the activities; 2) a copy of the study plan; 3) pictures of the events and activities to be 
used in our newsletters and on our website and 4) accountability of the funds used. To apply for 
this grant, please send a letter (3-page maximum) outlining the proposed plan of study for the 
Middle School Classes 6, 7, or 8, including a study plan and a budget. Send applications to: 
North American Moose Foundation, Grant Committee, Attn: Student Interns, P. O. Box 30, 
Mackay, ID 83251 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Office of Educational Technology, see U.S. Department of Education  

Office of Innovation and Improvement, see U.S. Department of Education  



 63  

Office of Migrant Education, see U.S. Department of Education  

Office of Postsecondary Schools (OSE), see U.S. Department of Education  

Oracle Help Us Help Foundation 
http://www.helpushelp.org/ 
A nonprofit organization that assists K-12 public schools and youth organizations in 
economically challenged communities through grants of computer equipment and software. Our 
funding comes from Oracle Corporation, and we are supported by charitable donations from 
individuals and other corporations as well. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Orion Safety 
Stories in the Land Teaching Fellowships 
http://www.oriononline.org/pages/os/education/sil.html 
Deadline: June 1 
The Orion Society (http://www.oriononline.org/), an environmental organization and publisher, 
offers Stories in the Land teaching fellowships to help teachers across the U.S. and Canada foster 
“an education of place” through the study of local landscapes and histories, the reading of 
regional literature, and the encouragement of creative student responses to their home 
communities. The year-long fellowships to elementary and secondary school teachers provide a 
$1,000 stipend for activities and teaching resources that help instructors achieve the program’s 
goals. Funded activities might include field trips to local institutions and natural areas; 
invitations to guest speakers such as naturalists, historians, musicians, and native storytellers; 
and the purchase of supplies such as field guides, maps, bound journals, paints, and film. 
Fellowship recipients are required to submit interim and final reports describing their activities in 
detail, and are also expected to help spread the Stories in the Land approach to place-based 
education throughout their school districts and communities by sharing lessons with other 
teachers and by involving members of the community in their projects. For more information, 
contact: Dale Abrams, Stories in the Land Teaching Fellowships, The Orion Society, 195 Main 
St., Great Barrington, MA 01230; Tel: (413) 528-4422; E-mail: dabrams@orionsociety.org. 
Source: Foundation Center RFP Bulletin, May 4, 2001. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Ottawa Area Intermediate School District 
Current Grant Opportunities,br> http://www.oaisd.org/tools/grant/gtM.htm 
A compilation of current grant opportunities by Roxanna Hartline, Grant Development 
Specialist, 13565 Port Sheldon Road, Holland, MI 49424; telephone: 1-877-702-8600. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Otto Seeds for Education Grant Program (Lorri) 
http://www.for-wild.org/seedmony.htm 
Provides small monetary grants to schools, nature centers, or other non-profit educational 
organizations for the purpose of establishing outdoor learning centers. Encourages use of wild 
flowers. 
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Also listed under Grants for Nonprofits–Environment 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Ovid-Elsie Community Fund 
http://www.oe.k12.mi.us/fund/ 
Community and school organizations in Ovid and Elsie can apply for grants for projects to 
benefit the community. Applications are available at the Ovid and Elsie public libraries and 
village halls or by calling the Ovid-Elsie Schools at 834-2271 or 862-4237, ext. 616. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Palm Beach County School District 
Office of Research & Development 
Grant Opportunities Page 
http://www.palmbeach.k12.fl.us/ord/opportunities.htm 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Palm Education Pioneer Program 
http://palmgrants.sri.com/grants.html 
Deadline (intention to apply): February 15, 2001 
The goal of the Palm Education Pioneers program is to enable exploration and evaluation of 
innovative uses of Palm handheld computers for K-12 learning, through classroom grants to 
teachers. All proposals must be submitted by a teacher in a K-12 school in the United States. The 
program especially encourages applications from teachers who are collaborating with researchers 
or schools of education. Most grants will equip one class with a complete set of Palm computers. 
Each proposal may also include a small number of Palm computers for the teacher, a technology 
coordinator, and/or research partners. Applicants who request more than one set of Palm 
computers should clearly demonstrate the need for additional units. Applications and guidelines 
are available online. For more information, contact: Palm Education Pioneers, Attn: Phil Vahey, 
SRI International, 333 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

PEN Weekly NewsBlast 
http://www.publiceducation.org/newsblast-current.asp 
The PEN Weekly NewsBlast is a free e-mail newsletter featuring school reform and school 
fundraising resources. The PEN NewsBlast is the property of the Public Education Network, a 
national association of 89 local education funds working to improve public school quality in low-
income communities nationwide. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

PEP National Directory of Computer Recycling Programs 
http://web.archive.org/web/20030713042128/ 
http://microweb.com/pepsite/Recycle/recycle_index.html 
A state, national and international directory of agencies that facilitate donations of used computer 
hardware for schools and community groups sponsored by Resources for Parents, Educators, and 
Publishers (PEP). Caution: Still available thanks to the Internet Archive, but be sure to check 
each listing to see if they still operate. 
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Also listed under Computer Technology. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

PEW Grant Program in Course Redesign 
http://www.center.rpi.edu/infoappl.html 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

PITSCO’S Launch to Grants and Funding 
http://www.pitsco.com/resources/resframe.htm 
List numerous sources for grants information on the web for education. Also identifies resources 
for further research. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Playground Equipment Funders (Michigan) 
http://web.archive.org/web/20010816071110/ 
http://www.jenningsmi.com/grantguide.htm 
Identifies foundations in Michigan which have funded playground equipment. Sponsored by 
Jennings of Michigan Playground Equipment. Still available thanks to the Internet Archives. 
Also listed under Recreation. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Playground Equipment Fundraising Ideas 
http://www.jenningsmi.com/fundraising.htm 
Features the playground dance, cocktail and appetizer party, plant and garden sale, pizza week, 
selling t-shirts, playground campaign, general raffle, pasta dinner, school fair or carnival, and 
benefit concert. Sponsored by Jennings of Michigan Playground Equipment. 
Also listed under Recreation. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Potential Resources for Playground Safety Funding 
http://www.uni.edu/playground/resources/funding.html 
This web site, sponsored by the University of Northern Iowa National Program for Playground 
Safety, identifies funders who may assist in providing safer playground equipment for schools 
and other public facilities. 
Also listed under Recreation. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers to Use Technology Grants 
http://www.ed.gov/teachtech/ 
Deadline: June 23, 2003 
PT3 grants support innovative program improvements to prepare technology-proficient educators 
for 21st century schools. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities 
Coming Up Taller Award 
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http://www.cominguptaller.org/cut_app2004.html 
Deadline: March 25, 2004 
By honoring excellence in after-school and out-of-school arts and humanities programs for 
young people through the Coming Up Taller Awards, the Committee seeks to promote a creative, 
engaged, skilled, and confident generation of young people. Each year the Coming Up Taller 
Awards recognize and reward excellence in after-school and out-of-school arts and humanities 
programs for underserved children and youth. Programs initiated by museums, libraries, 
performing arts organizations, universities, colleges, arts centers, community service 
organizations, schools, businesses, and eligible government entities are encouraged to apply. 
Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501I(3) organizations, units of state or local government, and federally 
recognized tribal communities or tribes are eligible to apply. Detailed eligibility information is 
available on the program web site. Awardees receive $10,000 each and an individualized plaque. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Report of Grants Available from the Michigan Department of Education 
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5236_6046---,00.html 
Look for the link to the pdf document on this page. Current as of August 12, 2002. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Resource Guide to Federal Funding for Technology in Education 
http://www.ed.gov/Technology/tec-guid.html 
A detailed explanation of the grants available for technology as well as a list of additional 
funding sources for hardware and software. Prepared by the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Education Technology, June 1998. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Robert H. Michel, see Michel  

Rockefeller Brother Fund Education Program 
http://www.rbf.org 
The goals of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund are to promote universal, quality education and care 
for pre-kindergarten children throughout the U.S. and to increase the number of talented and 
committed minority teachers in the United States public education system. There is no deadline 
for this Rockefeller Brothers Fund program. For more information contact: Benjamin R. Shute, 
Jr., 212-812-4200, email: rock@rbf.org. Source: Grants and Foundations Review, Jan. 15, 2002. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Rural Assistance Center 
Education and Training Funding 
http://www.raconline.org/info_guides/education/index.php#funding 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Rural Assistance Center 
School Funding 
http://www.raconline.org/info_guides/schools/index.php 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Rural School and Community Trust 
http://www.ruralchallenge.org/ 
The Rural Challenge provides grants to rural schools striving for educational reform. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

SAMI, see Science and Math Initiatives.  

San Mateo County (California) Office of Education 
Grant Announcements 
http://www.smcoe.k12.ca.us/ssfusd/do/DOResources/Grants.html 
Regularly reports grant opportunities for teachers and schools. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Scholastic Programs, Awards, and Grants 
http://www.scholastic.com/aboutscholastic/community/index.htm 
Each year, Scholastic reinforces its commitment to literacy and learning with numerous awards 
programs designed to inspire and reward excellence, among students and educators. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

School Funding Services Grant of the Week 
http://www.schoolfundingservices.org/newsViewer.asp?docId=2546 
Each week School Funding Services, a division of New American Schools, features a new grant 
on their website. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

SchoolGrants 
http://www.schoolgrants.org/ 
Grant opportunities for K-12 schools; grant writing-tips/resources; financial aid links; news; and 
more. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Schools and Libraries Corporation 
http://www.sl.universalservice.org/ 
The Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC) provides affordable access to telecommunications services for all eligible schools and 
libraries in the United States. Funded at up to $2.25 billion annually, the Program provides 
discounts on telecommunications services, Internet access and internal connections. During the 
next several months, we will be redesigning this Web Site to reflect our merger with the Rural 
Health Care Division (RHCD) into USAC. For more information about other universal service 
programs, please visit the USAC Web Site at http://www.universalservice.org. Thank you for 
your interest. 
Also listed under Libraries. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Seliger Funding Report : Education/Youth Services 
http://www.seliger.com/GrantAlert/default.cfm 
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Provides a sampler of possible funding sources. Requires free registration. Courtesy of Seliger 
and Associates, a fundraising firm. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Smarter Kids Foundation 
http://www.smarterkids.org/ 
The Smarter Kids Foundation is a private organization that provides opportunities for students 
and teachers to learn new skills and grow in self-confidence by placing technology, grants and 
programs at their service. The Foundation helps equip classrooms with technology products and 
generates practical research on the impact and effectiveness of technology in the classroom. The 
challenges and opportunities that teachers and students face in accessing and using technology 
drive us to ensure our efforts make a difference in education. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Soros High School Debate Program 
http://www.soros.org/initiatives/youth/focus_areas/urban_debate 
Created by the Open Society Institute, the High School Debate program makes grants to support 
existing and emerging initiatives in the United States that seek to offer competitive debate 
opportunities to high school students from underserved communities. 
(Last checked 07/26/04)  

Spencer Foundation 
http://www.spencer.org/ 
The Spencer Foundation was established in 1962 by Lyle M. Spencer. The Foundation received 
its major endowment upon Spencer’s death in 1968 and began formal grant making in 1971. 
Since that time, the Foundation has made grants totaling approximately $250 million. The 
Foundation is intended, by Spencer’s direction, to investigate ways in which education, broadly 
conceived, can be improved around the world. From the first, the Foundation has been dedicated 
to the belief that research is necessary to the improvement of education. The Foundation is thus 
committed to supporting high-quality investigation of education through its research programs 
and to strengthening and renewing the educational research community through its fellowship 
and training programs and related activities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Staples Foundation for Learning 
http://www.staplesfoundation.org/foundapplication.html 
Upcoming deadlines: August 2, 2004 and September 30, 2004. 
The mission of Staples Foundation for Learning is to provide funding to programs that support or 
provide job skills and/or education for all people, with a special emphasis on disadvantaged 
youth. 
Also listed under Children and Youth. 
(Last checked 06/30/04)  

Starbucks Foundation 
http://www.starbucks.com/aboutus/grantinfo.asp 
Description: Education grants to award literacy grants to organizations promoting pre-reading 
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and pre-school experiences with language and literature that will enable a child to succeed in 
school on a national basis in areas where the company has retail stores. Mini-grants of up to 
$1,000 for literacy projects and opportunity grants up to $10,000. Mini-grants have no deadlines 
and opportunity grants are due April 1 and October 1. Grants should address: children 0-5 and 
families; or tutor/mentor promotion; or Language of Hope (youth ages 12-21). Contact with a 
Starbuck’s store manager or regional marketing director is required. Public, private, and charter 
schools are eligible. Grants usually range from $5000 to $200,000. For more information, call 
(206) 447-1575, ext. 87022. Source: School Funding Newsletter, Jan. 27, 2004. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

State Farm Foundation 
http://www.statefarm.com/foundati/cogrants.htm 
The State Farm Companies Foundation makes charitable contributions to nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organizations under Section 501I(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, Canadian charitable 
organizations, and educational institutions. The Foundation does not fund individuals seeking 
personal help or scholarships, banquets, tours, competitions, teams, or clubs, politically partisan 
programs, religious programs, and organizations outside the United States and Canada. The State 
Farm Foundation was established in 1922. The Foundation’s philanthropic interests are meeting 
the needs of their communities by focusing their giving in three areas: education, safety, and 
community development. Proposals are accepted year-round and are reviewed in a timely 
manner. However, approval time depends on the requesting amount and completeness of the 
proposal. Requests exceeding $100,000 are considered quarterly. For more information contact, 
Public Affairs Office, Michigan Operations Center, 410 East Drive, Marshall, Michigan 49069-
0001; Telephone: (616) 789-5000; E-mail: jobopps.mich@statefarm.com. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

State Farm Company Foundation Grants and Awards Page 
http://www.statefarm.com/foundati/foundati.htm 
The following types of grants for K-12 Public Schools will be considered by the Foundation:  

•   Teacher excellence programs that improve teacher quality  
•   Service-Learning programs that integrate core classroom curriculum with service to the 
community  
•   Programs that incorporate the Baldrige criteria into education systems to improve overall 
effectiveness 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

StudyWwb Education Foundation and Grants 
http://www.studyweb.com/ 
Click on Education on the left and then “Foundations and Grants” for an extensive list of 
resources for school teachers and administrators. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Target Arts in Education Grants 
http://target.com/target_group/community_giving/arts_in_education_grants.jhtml 
Applications are accepted between February 1 and November 1. 
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Target believes that appreciation of the arts is a critical part of every student’s education. Target 
Arts in Education Grants create opportunities for students nationwide to explore, experience and 
create visual art, music and drama. Each Target store is empowered to make Target Arts in 
Education Grants in its community. To apply for a grant for your school or organization, visit 
your local Target store and pick up a grant guidelines brochure. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Target School Fundraising Program 
http://target.com/target_group/schools/search_school.jhtml 
Have one per cent of your Target Credit Card charges go to a designated school. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

A Teacher’s Guide to Fellowships and Awards 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/tgfa/default.html 
Funding opportunities are sorted out into the following categories: Arts; Business, Industry and 
Economics; Educational Improvement; Educational Leadership; English/Language Arts; 
Excellence in Teaching; History/Social Studies; Humanities; International Studies; Library 
Science and Media; Mathematics and Science; Research; Technology; and World Languages. 
Barbara Libby and Karen O’Connor. Sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Education. 
Note: Copyright date, 1995. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Teacher Laptop Foundation 
http://www.teacherlaptop.org/ 
A national 501I(3) nonprofit charitable organization collecting donations to provide laptops to 
teachers. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Teacher Resource Guide on Science Resource Grants 
http://www.venturesfoundation.org/pubs/other/Teacher%20Resource%20Guide%20SCIENCE.p
df 
A guide for classroom teachers containing most popular requests & common rejections to give 
teachers ideas for requests and make the process easier. Compiled by Philanthropic Ventures 
Foundation for California elementary and secondary schools. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

TeachersNetwork.Org 
Grants for Teachers, Educators, and Students 
http://teachersnetwork.org/grants/default.htm 
TeacherNetwork.org staff and teacher web mentors offer information on grants and other 
resources. Categories include: humanities, math, science, social studies, scholarships, 
technology, etc. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Teaching American History” Grant Competition 
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/announcements/2003-4/122303d.html 
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Deadline: March 2, 2004 
The Department of Education (ED) has announced the availability of grant applications for the 
2004 “Teaching American History” (TAH) grant program. The deadline for filing a “Notice of 
Intent to Apply” is 5 February and the deadline for the actual transmittal of applications is 2 
March 2004. Awards are expected to be announced in early June 2004. 
The TAH grants support projects that are designed to raise student achievement by improving 
teachers’ knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of “traditional” American history. Grant 
awards seek to assist local educational agencies (known as LEAs), that work in partnership with 
entities (i.e. institutions of higher learning, non-profit history or humanities organizations, 
libraries, and museums) that have extensive content expertise, to develop, document, evaluate, 
and disseminate innovative, cohesive models of professional development. By helping teachers 
to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of traditional American history as a separate 
subject matter within the core curriculum, these programs seek to improve instruction and raise 
student achievement. 
At this point it is unclear exactly how much money will be available for the grant program 
because Congress has yet to enact a final appropriation for the department’s FY 2004 budget. 
The ED estimates that $100 million will be available for new awards. Some Hill insiders report 
that the amount available may be as high as $120 million. The actual level of funding depends on 
final congressional action. 
The estimated range of awards for a three-year project period is $350,000-1,000,000 for LEAs 
with enrollments of less than 300,000 students; $500,000-$2 million for LEAs with enrollments 
above 300,000 students. The estimated average size of awards for all three years is $750,000 
with the total estimated number of awards being one hundred to one hundred thirty-five grants. 
The 2004 application criteria are very similar to those used in the 2003 competition. The only 
major change concerns the priority for applicants that propose experimental or quasi-
experimental evaluation designs. For the 2004 competition, this priority is an invitation priority 
only; it is not a competitive priority that carries any bonus evaluation points. Additional pertinent 
information including special programmatic priorities is available in the Federal Register notice 
(tap into: at: ). You may also direct questions to the TAH staff at (202) 260-8766 or via e-mail at: 
. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Teaching Tolerance Grant Program 
http://www.tolerance.org/teach/expand/gra/guide.jsp 
Deadline: open 
The Teaching Tolerance project of the Southern Poverty Law Center offers grants of up to 
$2,000 to K-12 classroom teachers for implementing tolerance and youth activism projects in 
their schools and communities. Proposals from other educators such as community organizations 
and churches will be considered on the basis of direct student impact. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

TechLearning.com Grants and Contests 
http://www.techlearning.com/grants.html 
Provides a directory of awards, grants, and funding opportunities available for schools and 
teachers. Some of the grants may be useful for obtaining technology. By the publishers of 
Technology and Learning Magazine. 
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Also listed under Computer Technology 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Technology and Learning Magazine available in MSU Libraries 
The June issue of each year highlights competitions, grants and prizes available to K-12 teachers. 
Updates to the article appearing in the June issue are posted on TECHLEARNING.COM 
GRANTS AND CONTESTS. 
Also listed under Computer Technology 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Thomson/West Community Partnership Program 
http://west.thomson.com/about/community/grants/ 
Default.asp?cookie%5Ftest=1 
The West Group Community Partnership Program supports nonprofit organizations in the 
communities where West Group offices are located in the states of Arizona, California, Florida, 
Georgia, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Washington, and Washington, D.C. 
The West Community Partnership Program considers grant proposals for funding three times a 
year from organizations that focus on one or more of the following areas.  

•   Educating the Future Workforce: West supports programs that provide skills training and 
mentoring for youth and adults of diverse backgrounds. (Application deadline: March 15) 
•   Providing Arts and Cultural Experiences to the Community: West supports programs that are 
accessible, incorporate respect for diversity, offer innovation in programming and activities, and 
assist schools and organizations that serve disadvantaged youth. (Application deadline: June 15) 
•   Developing and Strengthening Youth, Families and Communities: West supports programs 
that build communities, keep young children engaged in school and family, teach good 
citizenship, and provide access to affordable housing and health-based support services. 
(Application deadline: Sept. 15) 
Listed under Arts, Children and Youth, and Education. 
(Last checked 05/27/04)  

Time Warner Foundation 
http://www.timewarner.com/public_service/time_warner_foundation/foundation.adp 
The Foundation makes grants to: * National and community-based after-school organizations 
which engage creative and media arts and prepare underserved teens for college; * Organizations 
that work to raise awareness of the need for quality after-school programs. * Efforts to foster 
leadership opportunities for public school students in selected cities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants in Education, 1999 
http://fdncenter.org/fc_stats/subject01_99.html 
Also provides breakouts for Elementary and Secondary Education, Higher Education, and 
Graduate and Professional Education. Courtesy of the Foundation Center. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Top 50 U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants in Education, 2001 
http://fdncenter.org/fc_stats/pdf/04_fund_sub/2001/50_found_sub/f_sub_b20_01.pdf 
Source: FC Stats. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Toshiba America Foundation 
Science and Math Education Grants 
http://www.toshiba.com/taf/ 
Deadline: Aug. 1, Oct. 1 
The mission of the Toshiba America Foundation is to contribute to the quality of science and 
mathematics education in U.S. communities by investing in projects designed by classroom 
teachers to improve science and mathematics education for students in grades K-12. The 
Foundation offers two grants programs, one focused on K-6 science and math education and one 
focused on 7-12 science and math education. Individuals or groups of teachers working in public 
and private nonprofit schools throughout the United States are eligible to apply. The 7-12 grade 
program accepts applications year-round for requests of $5,000 or less while the next deadline 
for requests for over $5,000 is August 1, 2004. The application deadline for the K-6 program is 
October 1. Visit the above website for more information. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Toyota’s Investment In Mathematics Excellence (TIME) 
http://www.nctm.org/about/toyota/index.asp 
Deadline for application: January 7 
A grant awarding teachers up to $10,000 for innovative projects that enhance mathematics 
education within a school. It is sponsored by Toyota Motor Sales, USA., Inc through its 
partnership with the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and its Mathematics 
Education Trust Board. Any K-12 classroom teacher with 3 years experience teaching 
mathematics within the United States, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U. S. Territories 
may apply. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Toyota Tapestry Grants for Teachers 
http://www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry 
A partnership program of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. and the National Science Teachers 
Association, the Toyota Tapestry grant program offers grants to K-12 science teachers. Grants 
are given to innovative projects that enhance science education in the school and/or school 
district. Fifty one-year grants, totaling up to $500,000 will be awarded this year. To apply for 
funding, qualified teachers must write a Toyota TAPESTRY proposal and submit it by mid-
January 2000. Proposals must describe a project including its potential impact on students, and a 
budget up to $10,000. Recipients of Toyota TAPESTRY grants will be notified via Federal 
Express no later than March 1, 2000. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by May 1, 2000. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Toyota USA Foundation Grants 
http://www.toyota.com/about/community/fundguidelines/index.html 
Education is the focus of Toyota’s giving, with emphasis on primary and secondary schooling. In 
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addition to funding national programs, Toyota supports the social well-being of communities 
where it has major operations (California, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, New York and West 
Virginia). This includes assistance for Arts and Culture and Civic and Community Development. 
Toyota prefers to support programs, rather than sponsor events. Organizations must apply each 
year to the contributions program, and subsequent funding is contingent upon evaluation of 
previous activities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Troy Foundation for Educational Excellence 
http://www.troy.k12.mi.us/foundation/mini.pdf 
Provides funds for faculty and students/groups in the Troy, Michigan School District. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Financial Aid Page 
http://www.ed.gov/topics/topics.jsp?&top=Financial+Aid 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Forecast of Funding 
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html 
This document lists virtually all programs and competitions under which the Department of 
Education has invited or expects to invite applications for new awards for FY 2004 and provides 
actual or estimated deadline dates for the transmittal of applications under these programs. The 
lists are in the form of charts – organized according to the Department’s principal program 
offices – and include programs and competitions we have previously announced, as well as those 
they plan to announce at a later date. Note: This document is advisory only and is not an official 
application notice of the Department of Education. They expect to provide updates to this 
document through July 2004. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Grants and Contracts Page 
http://www.ed.gov/fund/landing.jhtml 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Improving Literacy Through School Libraries 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/lsl/index.html 
The web site includes a list of all school districts that are eligible to receive Department of 
Education grants (about 5,600) but does not list eligible charter schools as previously reported. 
(Charter schools must contact states directly for grant information.) 
Also listed under Libraries. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Educational Technology 
http://www.ed.gov/Technology/ 
Through projects initiated under the Improving America’s Schools Act and through long-term 
programs, the Department of Education promotes the use of technology in schools, libraries, and 
communities to achieve its mission of ensuring equal access to education and promoting 
educational excellence throughout the nation. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Innovation and Improvement 
Funding Opportunities 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/funding.html 
The Office of Innovation and Improvement (OII) administers about 25 discretionary grant 
programs that foster education innovation at the state and local levels.  

•   The Teaching American History grant competition opened on December 23, 2003. The 
deadline for this competition is March 2, 2004.  
•   The Public Charter Schools Program grant competition opened on December 24, 2003. The 
deadline for this competition is February 19, 2004.  
•   The Magnet Schools Assistance Program grant competition opened on February 2, 2004. The 
deadline for this competition is March 15, 2004.  
•   The DC Choice Incentive Program grant competition opened on February 4, 2004. The 
deadline for this competition is March 5, 2004.  
•   Transition to Teaching (Coming soon) 
Other U. S. Department of Education OII funding opportunities include:  
•   Advanced Credentialing  
•   Advanced Placement Incentive  
•   Advanced Placement Test Fee  
•   Arts in Education  
•   Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Grants Program  
•   Charter Schools  
•   Charter School Facilities  
•   Close-Up Foundation  
•   D.C. Choice Incentive  
•   Excellence in Economics Education  
•   Fund for the Improvement of Education  
•   Historic Whaling Partnerships  
•   Magnet Schools  
•   National Writing Project  
•   Parent Information and Resource Centers  
•   Professional Development for Arts Educators  
•   Reading Is Fundamental  
•   Ready to Teach  
•   Ready to Learn TV  
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•   School Leadership  
•   Star Schools  
•   State Charter School Facilities Incentive  
•   Teaching American History  
•   Technology Innovation Challenge Grants  
•   Transition to Teaching  
•   Troops to Teachers  
•   Voluntary Public School Choice  
•   Women’s Educational Equity 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Migrant Education 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/ome/index.html 
Describes funding opportunities available for state governments from this Department of 
Education Office of Elementary and Secondary Education sub agency. Describes: 
*College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP) 
*High School Equivalency Program (HEP) 
*MEP Consortium Incentive Grants 
*Migrant Education Coordination Support Center 
*Migrant Education Even Start (MEES) 
*Migrant Education National Hotline 
*Technology Grants 
*Title I Migrant Education Program (MEP) 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Postsecondary Schools (OSE) 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/programs.html 
The Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) administers over 40 programs that address critical 
national needs and support our mission of increasing access to quality postsecondary education. 
Major programs include: *Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education 
*Institutional Development and Undergraduate Education Programs 
*International Education Programs 
*Teacher and Student Development Programs 
*TRIO Programs 
*Distance Education Demonstration Program 
*Historically Black Colleges and Universities Capital Financing Program  
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Universal Service Fund for Schools and Libraries Links 
http://www.webteacher.org/cable/fundbk.html 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

USDA/Rural Development/Rural Utilities Service 
Rural Distance Learning and Telemedicine Project Grants and Loans 
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http://www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dlt.htm 
Sept. 30, 2003– Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of 84 
Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) grants totaling more than $32 million, providing 
greater educational opportunities and medical service to rural citizens in 41 states. “The Bush 
Administration recognizes the importance of technology in bringing new resources to rural 
America,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman. “These grants will help expand the 
availability of state of the art health care and educational resources to rural families.” In total, 57 
distance education grants for $23.5 million, and 27 telemedicine grants for more than $ 8.9 
million were selected for funding. The education projects will help 556 schools provide students 
with educational tools to better equip them for the global digital economy. Additionally, rural 
residents will have access to better, faster and more modern health care through 190 medical 
service facilities. A complete list of the selected grant recipients can be found at the USDA Rural 
Development web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Veritas Grants and Donations Programs 
http://www.veritas.com/aboutus/foundation/Foundation.jhtml 
Deadline: July 31 
The VERITAS Foundation provides grants to organizations that meet the Foundation’s policies 
and grant guidelines, are recommended by the Foundation Council, and are approved by the 
Foundation Board of Directors. The Foundation also coordinates company-represented service 
projects and programs. The Foundation is funded via donations from VERITAS Software and its 
employees. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Verizon’s Extra Credit for School Program 
http://www.verizonld.com/ECFS/ 
Verizon will set aside 5% of your monthly long distance usage to benefit K-12 education in your 
area. Each quarter, your school, district, or educational foundation will receive a royalty check. 
Contributions are automatically made in your name, and you invest no money. Check the web 
page to see if the program operates in your state. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Vulcan Materials Company Foundation, Focus on Schools and Environmental Stewardship 
http://www.vulcanmaterials.com/social.asp?content=guidelines 
The Vulcan Materials Company Foundation supports many types of worthwhile organizations 
that enhance the quality of life in Vulcan’s communities in 23 states. (For a map of company 
facilities, visit the website listed above; Michigan is not in the geographic focus area.) Besides 
supporting the United Way, the Foundation focuses support on working with schools, including 
elementary/secondary education and higher education; supporting environmental stewardship; 
and encouraging employee involvement. Nonprofit organizations and government agencies in 
Vulcan communities are eligible to apply. Applications are accepted throughout the year. Visit 
the above website for more information. 
(Last checked 05/27/04)  

W. K. Kellogg, see Kellogg  
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Wallace Foundation 
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/WF/GrantsPrograms/ 
The Wallace Foundation funds educational projects in two different areas: *To develop effective 
educational leadership, especially among principals and superintendents, to improve student 
learning. *To improve the quality of out-of-school learning opportunities for children and 
families and to promote learning as a core community value. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Wal-Mart Foundation 
http://www.walmartfoundation.org/ 
Through its community involvement program, Wal-Mart provides funding to a number of 
nonprofits working in the areas of children, community, education, and environment. Wal-Mart 
also provides scholarships to associates. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Walton Family Foundation Inc. 
Grants for Charter Schools and Charter School Developers 
http://www.wffhome.com/program_focus.htm 
The Foundation makes charter school grants available in the following states: AR, AZ, CA, CO, 
D.C., FL, IL, MA, MI, MN, MO, NY, OH, OR, and WI, although we consider making Planning 
Grants to applicants within most all charter states with active charter laws. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Washington Mutual Corporate Giving 
http://www.wamu.com/about/community/programs/wamueducation/wamueducation.htm 
Washington Mutual, a banking and financial services company, seeks to make the communities 
it serves stronger through grants supporting K-12 public education, financial education and 
affordable housing. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

Wayne Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) 
Grants and Planning Department 
http://www.resa.net/grantwriting/ 
The Grants and Planning Department of Wayne Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA), 
was established almost a quarter of a century ago. Its mission is to secure additional funds to help 
RESA provide innovative programs and services to the 34 local school districts of its 
constituency and to build local district capacity to use the grant-seeking process to obtain the 
supplementary funds needed to provide all Wayne County students with equitable and innovative 
educational experiences and programs. Check out the Grants Alerts section for current funding 
opportunities. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

WEBHANDS.ORG 
http://www.webhands.org 
A directory of organizations providing food, clothing, homeless shelter, literacy assistance, and 
help bridging the digital divide. Once you have chosen a category, choose state and then city to 
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focus on the nearest sources of assistance. Courtesy of General Motors. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

What Should I Know About ED Grants? 
http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/about/knowabtgrants/index.html?exp=0 
The Information contained in this booklet (September 1998) is a non-technical summary of the 
Department of Education’s discretionary grants process and the laws and regulations that govern 
it. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  

World Wide Christian Schools 
http://www.gospelcom.net/wcs/  
This public charity in Grand Rapids, MI provides funding to churches and other stable, 
accountable nonprofits to build schools in Third World nations. Support is provided only for 
Christian education-related projects and programs. The organization is primarily focused on 
economically disadvantaged children who have limited opportunity for education. For more 
information, visit a Foundation Center Cooperating Collection and ask for FC Search. 
(Last checked 05/04/04)  
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Real Estate Grants 
 

Advent House Ministries’ Home Buyer’s Club 
http://www.adventhouse.com/about.html 
The Home Buyer’s Club, which started in April 1997, teaches participants how to budget their 
money for monthly bills and then gives them an incentive to save toward a down payment on a 
house. For every $1 participants save, the program matches with $2 – up to $4000. To qualify, 
participants must work at least 20 hours a week and make less than 80 percent of the HUD 
median income. For more information, call (517) 485-4722. [Note: Although this program 
focuses on the Lansing metropolitan area, there are other Individual Development Account 
programs around the state. Contact Julie Powers, program director for the Michigan Community 
Action Agency Association for information about programs outside Lansing. Source: Lansing 
State Journal, May 7, 2000, pp.1C-2C. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

AmeriDream Inc. 
http://www.ameridream.org/ 
Through down payment assistance and community redevelopment programs, AmeriDream, Inc. 
expands affordable housing opportunities not only to first-time homebuyers but to all low- and 
moderate-income individuals and families who wish to achieve homeownership. Additionally, as 
a non-profit organization, AmeriDream works to promote the value of homeownership as a 
strong foundation that supports lasting communities and individual prosperity. 
(Last checked 09/07/04)  

Capital Area District Library 
Social Services Networking Links 
http://www.cadl.org/local_links/SS.htm 
Identifies local service agencies dealing with children and parenting, domestic abuse, emergency 
shelter and food, and other services. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Capital Area Housing Services 
http://comnet.org/tcoa/housing.htm#header 
Provides a listing of agencies providing housing assistance, including:  

•   Adult Foster Care Homes (AFC)  
•   Christmas in April – Ingham County  
•   City of Lansing Housing Rehabilitation Programs  
•   Retirement Centers and Homes for the Aged  
•   Shelter Advisor Programs  
•   Subsidized Housing by County  
•   Non-Subsidized/Affordable Senior Housing  
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•   Habitat for Humanity 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

City of Dearborn Heights Housing Rehabilitation Grants 
http://www.dhol.org/comdev/rehab.htm 
(Last checked 04/06/04)  

City of Detroit 
Planning and Development Department 
Housing Services 
http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/plandevl/HousingServices/hsg_srv_home.htm 
The mission of the Housing Services Section is to identify and promote housing activities that 
eliminate blight and public safety hazards to improve the quality of life in neighborhoods. 
Housing Services offers rehabilitation for vacant and owner-occupied units. The City of Detroit 
receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and MSHDA HOME funds from the 
federal government and uses them to support a wide range of housing and community 
development programs targeted at low and moderate income residents. Programs include:  

•   Senior Citizen Emergency Home Repair (up to $5000)  
•   Neighborhood Opportunity Fund (NOF) Minor Home Repair (up to $10,000)  
•   Home Buyer Programs  
•   Rental Program 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

City Rescue Mission of Lansing 
http://www.lcrm.org/ 
Since 1911, the City Rescue Mission has provided food, shelter, and clothing to Lansing’s needy 
individuals. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Detroit Empowerment Zone 
http://www.detez.com/index.htm 
Nonprofit organizations wishing to rehabilitate buildings in the empowerment zone should 
contact the organization for more information. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Down-Payment Charities Are a Mixed Bag 
http://www.bankrate.com/brm/news/real-estate/down-pay-charities1.asp 
A new breed of charity gives money to home buyers for down payments. But the grants drive up 
house prices for the people they are designed to help, and the resulting mortgages could be 
riskier – with taxpayers paying the bills if too many loans go bad. 
Down-payment assistance charities enable people to buy houses without putting their own 
money down, even when down payments are required. The organizations owe their existence to a 
loophole in a federal housing regulation that prohibits a seller from directly giving a buyer the 
money to make a down payment. Courtesy of Holden Lewis, Bankrate.com. 
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Examples: AmeriDream Inc., Partners in Charity. 
(Last checked 09/07/04)  

East Lansing 
Homeownership Opportunity Assistance Program (HOAP) 
Up to $25,000 in a no interest loan, half of which may be forgiven in time, is available to low- 
and moderate-income people who want to buy a home in East Lansing. Homes purchased under 
the program may not be rented, must remain owner-occupied, and must meet city code 
requirements. Maximum income to be eligible: $50,900 for a family of four. Target 
neighborhoods: Bailey, Central, Red Cedar, Southeast Marble. For more information, contact 
Program Coordinator Ruth Geller, 974-5433. Source: Lansing State Journal, July 14, 2003, p.3B.  

Emergency Housing, Homeless, and Domestic Violence Shelters 
http://scnc.eaton.k12.mi.us/~eoe/hShelters.htm 
A directory of shelters in the Lansing metropolitan area. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Emergency Shelter Grants 
http://www.michigan.gov/mshda/0,1607,7-141–34609--,00.html 
Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) are awarded to programs providing emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, and/or related supportive services for homeless individuals and/or families. 
ESG funds may be used for operating costs, essential services, homeless prevention �activities, 
and/or Continuum of Care coordinating expenses. Funds are distributed bi-annually through 
allocations to community-based Continuum of Care Planning Bodies. These local planning 
bodies, in turn, make funding recommendations for local programs.  
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Enterprise Zones/Enterprise Communities (EZ/EC) 
http://www.ezec.gov/ 
Provides information on the federal EZ/EC program as well as information on projects grantees. 
Sponsored by USDA and HUD. Includes recent grant opportunities in the areas of housing, 
public safety, jobs/job training, technology, research and development, education, youth, health, 
and environment. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Fannie Mae Foundation 
http://www.fanniemaefoundation.org 
The Fannie Mae Foundation has comprehensive nationwide grantmaking programs with a focus 
on supporting affordable homeownership and rental housing opportunities and community 
development. The Foundation’s Regional and Community Initiatives Grant Program awards 
grants for activities that: (1) Identify and properly prepare the next generation of homeowners; 
(2)Reach out to lower-income families, individuals, and communities (including rural) to 
revitalize neighborhoods and create affordable homeownership and housing opportunities; and 
(3)Prepare the next generation of leaders in the affordable housing industry in communities 
across America. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  
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Fannie Mae Foundation 
http://www.fanniemae.com 
The Fannie Mae Foundation’s mission is to expand decent and affordable housing opportunities 
and improve the quality of life in communities throughout the United States. It supports national 
and local nonprofit organizations dedicated to helping more families afford homes, provides 
aspiring home buyers and immigrants with information on the home-buying process, conducts 
local home-buying fairs, and conducts housing research on a broad range of housing and urban 
issues. In addition, the Foundation supports organizations dedicated to solving social problems, 
with a particular emphasis on youth and challenges facing the District of Columbia. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Fannie Mae’s Homepath.com 
http://www.homepath.com 
Fannie Mae will invest $50 billion during the next seven years to help thousands of people in 
Michigan – especially women, Native Americans, other minorities and new immigrants – go 
from renter to home owner. Mortgages with as little as $500 down will be available. Note: 
Fannie Mae does not lend directly to consumers, it buys mortgages from traditional lenders so 
that they will loan money to higher-risk applicants without traditional credit histories. For more 
information, visit Fannie Mae’s home page or call (800) 732-6643 on weekdays from 9-5. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Federal Funding Opportunities for Housing Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Lists some of the most recent grant programs available. Note: Select housing as funding activity 
category before initiating search. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Federal Rent Assistance 
http://www.hud.gov/renting/index.cfm 
Describes assistance programs sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Fixing Up a Home and How to Finance It 
http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/housing/fixhome/fixhome.htm 
Advice from the Consumer Information Center in Pueblo, Co. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

FreddieMac Foundation 
http://www.freddiemacfoundation.org/core/grants/ 
Will continue to support programs that focus on the important work of preventing child abuse 
and neglect and finding permanent homes for children in foster care. In the future, we will 
expand our historical support of children and their families during the early stages of a child’s 
life to include children from birth to 18 years of age. In addition to supporting youth as they 
transition to adulthood, a special emphasis will be placed on programs that help young people 
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aging out of foster care obtain stable housing and successfully move to independence. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Grants.gov : Current Federal Funding Opportunities for Housing 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Note: Select housing as funding activity category and click on search bottom at bottom of form. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Greater Lansing Housing Coalition 
http://www.glhc.org/index.html 
The mission of the Greater Lansing Housing Coalition (GLHC), a private non-profit 501©(iii) 
community development corporation, is to provide affordable housing to people of modest 
means and help revitalize neighborhoods. Since 1995 GLHC has acquired, rehabilitated and sold 
more than 90 single-family homes; acquired, restored and rented 211 apartments; and assisted 
165 families in purchasing their first home. Each product is high quality, affordable and available 
to people of modest means. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Habitat for Humanity Michigan 
http://www.habitatmichigan.org/ 
Habitat for Humanity of Michigan (HFHM) is a statewide nonprofit organization that provides 
support to the 84 Michigan affiliates of Habitat for Humanity International through training, 
consulting, and fundraising. Local Habitat affiliates build homes in partnership with the future 
homeowner and community members in their area. Financial support comes from businesses, 
churches, organizations, individuals, and non-governmental grants. HFHM helps supplement 
affiliates through statewide fund raising efforts. Houses are sold at no profit and no interest 
charged. Monthly mortgage payments are put into a revolving fund to finance additional houses.  
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Home and Building Association Foundation of Greater Grand Rapids 
http://www.ggrhba.com/community_foundation.htm 
The HBA Foundation has been committed since 1989 to awarding annual grants to established 
community service programs involved in special needs housing. To date the HBA Foundation 
has given out over $167,000 in assistance to these community programs. Over and above the 
annual grants, the following are some of the projects the Foundation has supported:  

•   Ronald McDonald House  
•   Hope Community’s 24 units of housing and a service center as transitional housing for women 
and children  
•   KIDSFIRST (emergency shelter for children)  
•   Grand Rapids Reach, Inc. at Messiah Missionary Baptist Church  
•   Home Repair Services of Kent County, for Community Repair Day  
•   Habitat for Humanity  
•   Michigan Technical Education Center  
•   Volunteers in Service  
•   Christian Homes, a ministry of Hope Network West Michigan  
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•   Mercy Respite Center of Arbor Circle  
•   Westown Jubilee Housing, Inc.  
•   Thresholds, Inc. 
The Foundation supports both established and new community service programs whose mission 
and purpose fall within the Foundation’s mission. The Grants and Community Projects 
Committee reviews all requests. Their recommendations for funding are then brought to the 
Foundation Board of Directors for approval. Deadlines for grant proposals are March 7 and 
October 31. Grant applications are available by calling the Foundation office at (616) 281-2021, 
ext. 231, or can be downloaded. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Home Depot Foundation 
http://www.homedepotfoundation.org/ 
The Home Depot Foundation invests in nonprofit organizations throughout the United States and 
Canada that have demonstrated success within one of the grant-making initiatives of the 
Foundation. Through our investments, we support organizations and programs that work to:  

•   Create or rehabilitate affordable housing  
•   Assist at-risk youth (ages 12-18)  
•   Protect the environment  
•   Prepare for disasters 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Homebuyer Funds 
http://www.homebuyerfunds.com/ 
Provides a complimentary Funds Finder Tool which supposedly indexes thousands of housing 
assistance programs offered by the government, non-profit agencies & private organizations. The 
search tool requires one to designate the state, county, and city. These range from free grants to 
0% interest loans for purchases and repairs. 
(Last checked 09/07/04)  

HOPE Awards 
http://hopeawards.org/HopeAwrd.nsf/pages/categories?OpenDocument 
Deadline: Dec. 1 
Organizations and individuals making outstanding contributions to promote minority home 
ownership are invited to submit applications for the 2005 HOPE (Home Ownership Participation 
for Everyone) Awards. Each of the award winners in as many as seven categories will receive a 
$10,000 honorarium and national recognition for their contributions to removing barriers to 
minority home ownership. Winners will also be given the opportunity to discuss their work and 
share their experiences with housing policy makers at a symposium at the National Press Club. 
Up to seven awards will be made in the categories of education, finance, project of the year, 
brokerage, public policy, media and HOPE leadership. 
(Last checked 06/01/04)  

Housing Assistance Council Development Loan Fund 
http://www.ruralhome.org/loanfund/index.htm 
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The Housing Assistance Council operates one of the oldest community development loan funds 
in the country. HAC provides low-interest loans to finance affordable and mixed-income housing 
projects in rural communities nationwide. Loans are available to support projects at all stages in 
the development process, from predevelopment through construction. Financing is available for 
single- and multi-family housing, with various forms of ownership (including cooperatives and 
condominiums) and using traditional and alternative models of land tenure (including land held 
in trust). 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Housing Grants Available from the State of Michigan 
See State of Michigan Grants : Housing  

Housing Grants Available from the U.S. Government 
Posted on the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
http://www.cfda.gov/public/grantsubtopic.asp?catcode=M 
Subcategories include: Property and Mortgage Insurance, Home buying, Homeownership, Home 
Improvement, Cooperatives, Rental, Rural Housing, Multifamily, Experimental and 
Development Projects, Indian Housing, Construction Rehabilitation, Planning, Land Acquisition, 
and Site Preparation for Housing. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Housing Grants/Programs from the U.S. Government 
Posted on Grants.gov 
http://www.grants.gov/FindGrantOpportunities 
Some of the most current grant opportunities posted by the federal government. Note: Select 
housing as funding activity category and click on the search button at the bottom of the form. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

HUD 203(k) Loan Program 
http://usgovinfo.about.com/cs/consumer/a/fixeruppers.htm 
You want to buy a house that needs repairs – a “fixer-upper.” Unfortunately, you cannot borrow 
the money to buy the house, because the bank won’t make the loan until the repairs are done, and 
the repairs cannot be done until the house has been purchased. Can you say “Catch-22?” Don’t 
give up. The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has a loan program that 
might just get you that house. HUD’s 203(k) program can help you with this quagmire and allow 
you to purchase or refinance a property plus include in the loan the cost of making the repairs 
and improvements. The FHA insured 203(k) loan is provided through approved mortgage 
lenders nationwide. It is available to persons wanting to occupy the home. The down payment 
requirement for an owner-occupant (or a nonprofit organization or government agency) is 
approximately 3 percent of the acquisition and repair costs of the property. 
(Last checked 05/19/04)  

HUD Funding Opportunities 
http://www.hud.gov/fundopp.html 
A collection of web links to both government and private assistance programs compiled by the 
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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation 
http://www.nw.org/network/Home.asp 
NeighborWorks is a national network of more than 220 community development and affordable 
housing organizations. The Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation, created by Congress in 
1978, provides training, grants, and technical support to the Neighbor Works network. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Partners in Charity 
http://www.mortgagepages.com/pic/ 
PIC is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping you become a homeowner. Our mission is 
to gift down payments to qualified buyers and help the community as a result. PIC provides a 
down payment with no repayment and no second mortgage or lien of any type. It is a true gift to 
you! 
(Last checked 09/07/04)  

Rebuilding Together 
http://www.rebuildingtogether.org/ 
A non-profit organization that repairs homes owned by low income senior citizens and/or low 
income disabled persons. Locally volunteers have helped repair 251 homes and assisted senior 
and disabled homeowners to live in safety, warmth and dignity. Sponsors Christmas in April, an 
annual volunteer workday. For more information about the program in Ingham County, call 
(517) 244-1118. 
(Last checked 04/07/04)  

A Resource Guide for Nonprofit Housing Developers 
http://www.mainehousing.org/download/resource.pdf 
Produced by Anne Greacen, Maine Housing Technical Assistance Consortium, Dec. 1997. 
(Last checked 04/07/04)  

Retirement Housing Organization 
http://www.rhf.org/ 
RHF is one of the nation’s largest non-profit providers of housing and services for the elderly, 
persons with disabilities, and low-income families. Web page includes a directory of 
organizations providing assistance to the elderly. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Rural Assistance Center 
Housing and Homelessness Funding 
http://www.raconline.org/info_guides/housing/index.php 
(Last checked 04/27/04)  

Rural Information Center 
Housing Financing Options for Rural Areas 
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http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/faqs/faqfront.htm 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Selinger Funding Report: Community Development / Housing 
http://www.seliger.com/GrantAlert/default.cfm 
A sampler of possible funding opportunities from Seliger and Associates, a fundraising firm. 
Requires free registration. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Top 50 Foundations Awarding Grants in Human Services, 1999 
http://fdncenter.org/fc_stats/subject01_99.html 
Also provides breakouts for Housing and Shelter and Youth Development. Courtesy of the 
Foundation Center. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Top Ten U.S. Foundations Awarding Grants for Housing and Shelter, 2001 
http://fdncenter.org/fc_stats/pdf/04_fund_sub/2001/50_found_sub/f_sub_l_01.pdf 
Source: FC Stats. 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Office of Community Planning and Development 
Affordable Housing 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/index.cfm 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/programs/index.cfm 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

University Cultural Center Association 
Greater Detroit Housing Development Incentive Programs 
http://www.detroitmidtown.com/IncentivePrograms.shtml 
Includes:  

•   Historic Preservation Tax Credits  
•   Home Funds  
•   Woodward Corridor Development Fund  
•   Neighborhood Enterprise Zone  
•   Wayne County Urban Loan Fund  
•   U.S. Small Business Administration  
•   Michigan State Housing Development Authority  
•   Fannie Mae  
•   Historic Brush Park I Easement Program  
•   Detroit Empowerment Zone  
•   Wayne State University Center for Urban Affairs  
•   Michigan Capital Fund for Housing  
•   Michigan Housing Trust Fund  
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•   Real Estate Assistance Fund  
•   Detroit Investment Fund  
•   AFL-CIO Housing Housing Investment Trust Fund  
•   Obsolete Property Tax Abatement  
•   City of Detroit Brownfield Redevelopment Authority  
•   Investment Tax Credits  
•   Detroit Community Loan Fund  
•   Detroit Entrepreneurial Institute  
•   Michigan Small Business Development and Technology Center  
•   Michigan McGehee Interfaith Loan Fund  
•   Detroit LISC  
•   Shorebank Enterprise  
•   National City’s Nchamp Mortgage 
(Last checked 03/16/04)  

Veterans Home Loan Guaranty Services 
http://www.homeloans.va.gov/ 
(Last checked 03/16/04) 
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Sample Grant (Mentoring) 

 
This sample grant application is from a previous competition for the Safe and Drug Free 

Schools - Mentoring Programs grant. Please be aware that grant applications change each year, 

but this previously funded proposal may give you an idea of the qualities of a successful 

application. Assistance is provided to promote mentoring programs for children with the greatest 

need. Grants are provided to programs that: (1) assist such children in receiving support and 

guidance from a mentor; (2) improve the academic performance of such children; (3) improve 

interpersonal relationships between such children and their peers, teachers, other adults, and 

family members; (4) reduce the dropout rate of such children; and (5) reduce juvenile 

delinquency and involvement in gangs by such children. Grant funds must be used for programs 

and activities to serve children with the greatest need living in rural areas, high-crime areas, or 

troubled home environments. Funds may also be used for programs and activities for children 

who attend schools with violence problems. The Assurances and Appendices are not included in 

this sample grant because this info is confidential and was retained by the school district for 

which I wrote this grant. If you are thinking of writing for this particular grant, Assurance and 

Appendix forms can be downloaded from www.ed.gov, along with instructions.  

 
PROGRAM SUMMARY AND ABSTRACT 

 
 
 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT    CONTACT INFORMATION  
                                                        
THE HOPE PROGRAM     NAME: JANE DOE 
POST OFFICE BOX 555  TITLE: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
MAPLE, USA PHONE: (555) 123-4567 
       FAX:  (555) 123-5678 
 
PROGRAM TITLE:  Project X 
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PURPOSE:  The purpose of Project X is to provide early intervention and prevention services through the 
mentoring relationship to 150 “High Risk” youth in grades 4th to 12th grades who are at risk of educational failure, 
teen pregnancy, truancy and juvenile delinquency.  The strategies within this 3-year plan are designed to encourage 
youth to dream beyond the often-oppressive conditions of rural life. 
 
PROJECT SETTING AND TARGET POPULATIONS:  Project X is a collaborative partnership between Y 
County School District and Kids United Inc, a community based organization that will also serve as lead agency.  
Both agencies are located in the heart of the rural State, where the poverty rate is 32%; 30% of the counties’ youth 
drop out of school before 12th grade and over 24% became unwed parents, before age 18.  Too often the county’s 
poverty level is so pervasive and overwhelming, many youth leave after high school and never return, or resort to an 
endless cycle of crime, teen pregnancy and illiteracy. 
 
NEED:  85% of Queen County School District’s youth are from single headed household where few parents has the 
necessary parenting skills to provide a safe and stimulating hone environment, therefore there are escalating 
problems of school discipline, drug and alcohol abuse and teen pregnancy. 
 
STRATEGIES:  150 high risk youth will be paired with 150 adult volunteers who will be screened and thoroughly 
trained to provide a nurturing relationship that will encourage youth to “dare to dream” by participating in program 
sponsored recreational and cultural activities academic enrichment and exposure to non traditional careers.  Parent 
involvement will be a major component of this proposal with seminars and workshops designed to meet their needs.  
Expected outcomes in Project X are improved academics, better school attendance rates and confidence in skills 
achieved and relationships built.  Exportable products will include fliers, brochures, and newsletters with program 
information.  
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Project X 

Budget Narrative 
 
Introduction 
 
The budget was developed by Project X’s Advisory Board in collaboration with Hope’s 
Executive Director. 
 
Basis for estimating the costs of professional personnel salaries, fringe benefits, staff travel, 
materials and supplies, consultants and other projected expenditures and explanation of how 
costs related to the proposed grant activities: 
 
Personnel – Approximately 51% of the budget was allocated for personnel and salaries.  The 
primary cost under personnel are the three full time coordinator positions.  The research 
indicates that the individual managing mentoring programs of this nature must be of high 
caliber with the time and organizational skills to help construct and implement all of the 
components of Project X. 
 
The Project Director will allocate 50 % of her time for the general administrative oversight of 
this project.  She currently manages similar programs for the school district. 
 
An Administrative Clerk will allocate a minimum of 20 hours per week to assist Coordinators in 
entering baseline data on mentors and mentees, typing and formatting fliers, and brochures and 
getting communication to parents and partners regarding the program.  She will also be 
responsible for collecting and processing information for criminal and child abuse background 
checks. 
 
Fringe benefits- Slightly over 12% of the total budget was utilized for required, state and 
government fringe benefits. 
 
These benefits are calculated according to state and federal requirements in the State based on 
the average of 25% of the staff salaries. 
 
Travel – Less than 12% of the budget was allocated for staff travel and student transportation.  
 
National travel is requested for two staff persons to attend two, three day conferences in 
Washington, DC, as mandated in the request for proposal. 
 
Local travels are requested for three staff and volunteer mentors who will use their personal 
vehicles to attend training and other mentee/mentor gatherings.  Staff will conduct periodic home 
visits to encourage parental support and student participation. 
 
Student transportation is calculated at the district rate of $1.00 per mile for the use of the district 
system.  Nearly 60% of the families do not have transportation that may prevent students from 
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participating in after school mentoring activities.  We are also located in a rural, poor and 
sparsely populated area.  Transportation is critical to our mentoring model. 
 
Educational and recreational field trips are very stimulating and provide exposure to many of our 
rural youth who have never been outside of the county.  We anticipate visiting colleges, business 
and industry for career development and other stimulating experiences. 
 
Supplies – slightly 4 % of the budget will be used for general office supplies to be used for the 
efficient management of Project X. 
 
Supplies are calculated based upon one part time and three full time employees over a 12-month 
period.  A computer (which is supplies under federal guidelines) will be purchased under this 
grant.  This modest computer purchase will supply the staff with an important tool for 
maintaining data files on mentees, and mentors and match information and communicating 
effectively with students, parents and other staff members. 

 
Food supplies are requested for snacks during meetings, celebration gathering; and activities of 
mentors/mentees matches.  This request will augment snacks provided by USDA for students, 
eligible for free and reduce lunch. 
 
Contractual – represent less the 8 % of budget. 
 
Professional trainers, speakers and consultants’ will be used to provide the staff and mentors 
extensive training required to successfully implement Project X.  Each consultant will remain 
within the $450 per day maximum cap set by the State for consultation.  Stephanie Cole will 
provide professional evaluation services and technical assistance to Project X according to the 
goals and objectives outlined in this proposal (see resume in appendices).  The cost of Ms. Cole’s 
services is minimum because of her current involvement and relationship with the Hope Project. 
 
OTHER – This category represents over 14% of total budget. 
 
Mentor/Mentee incidentals represent the largest portion of this request.  Funds in this category 
will serve as an incentive for mentors and mentees by providing t-shirts, pens, tickets to outings 
and other program paraphernalia.  Items in this category will also help provide the necessary 
support to maintain the mentor/mentee relationship. 
 
Communication and postage request is a small percentage of this category but is a necessity to 
handle the day-to-day operations of the project. 
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I.  Need for the Project 
 
In determining the need for the proposed project, the following factors are considered:  
 

A. The magnitude of the need for the services to be provided or 
the activities to be carried out by the proposed project.  

 
Queen County is located in the center portion of the state that is often and fondly referred to as 

the “Heart of the State”.  Known for its flowing rivers and green valleys, the State is also home 

to a legacy of generational poverty, illiteracy, high unemployment, drop-out and teen pregnancy 

rates.  Queen County, the area for which this proposal is being submitted is characterized by 

several rural, sparsely populated communities.  The Queen County School District is the only 

school district in the county and it is comprised of one high school, a middle school and an 

elementary school.  The District currently serves 1,635 students from the rural township of 

Maple, Lincoln, Campbell, Flower and Creekville.  Project X proposes to serve 150 students 

representative of each of the above communities, who are at the “highest risk” of academic 

failure, becoming pregnant, or seeking a life of violence, drug and alcohol abuse and other 

deviant behavior.   

Extreme poverty is linked to academic disadvantage… 

 The proposed service area is a designated enterprise community where the overall 

poverty rate is 32% according to the most recent census data.  Queen County is estimated to have 

a population of 9,780 people.  31% are under the age of 16, 61% were African Americans, over 

45% were high school graduates (of person 25 years and over), 9% were college graduates, and 

close to 50% of the children were below the poverty level.  In 1999, Queen County made the list 

of “Counties that could be identified as the poorest county in the U.S.”, with an estimated 37.2% 

poor.  The estimated median household income for Queen County in 1999 was $17,847.  In 

1999, in percentage of births to teens, over 24% of all babies born in Queen County were born to 
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teenagers.  Eight out of ten of the teens that became pregnant were more than likely to drop out 

of school, if the proper guidance was not provided.  In spite of the many challenges the district 

face, they continue to struggle to catch up and are determined to provide their students with the 

best possible opportunities. 

 Queen County particularly, leads the chart in negative statistics.  Over 30% of our 

students drop out of school before reaching twelfth grade.  Because of the high illiteracy rates 

and lack of supportive services, our youth have no choice but to congregate in areas such as local 

pool halls and nightclubs that illegally sell alcoholic beverages to minors and encourage a “safe 

haven” for drug trafficking. 

 High illiteracy rates and lack of after school activities also force youth to either involve 

themselves in mischievous activities or remain within the comfort of their homes and await 

opportunities to socialize during the next day at school.  Unfortunately the activities that relate to 

gang banging, drug dealing and stunts of violence are becoming more of a reality within our 

small rural communities. 

 According to the 1990 Census, an alarming 85% of the students are from single parent 

families.  60% of the crimes committed in Queen County are committed by youth age 18 and 

under.  During the school year of 2001-2002, 188 students attending the Queen County Schools 

were either expelled or suspended.  100% of the students are eligible to receive free lunch. 

 Currently, Queen County School District is at a level one-accreditation level.  Out of an 

enrollment of 1,632 students in the school district, less than 5 % of students attending school 

have parents who are involved in their educational career.   

 The following statistics for the Queen County School District for 2001 – 2002 school 

year demonstrates the profound social economic and educational disadvantages. 
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Table I:  District’s Performance Indicators 
Participating 
Schools 

Total 
Enrolled 

Performance 
Index 

% of black 
students 

% of 
students that 
are single 
parents 

% of 
students 
receiving 
free meals 

Queen Co. 
Middle 
School 

 
515 

 
1.8 

 
98% 

 
80% 

 
100% 

Queen 
Elementary 

610 1.8 97% 85% 100% 

Pinewood 
High School 

 
510 

 
1.8 

 
98% 

 
87% 

 
100% 

 

Number of expulsions/suspensions  188 
Dropout rate     30% 
 
*Note:  1.8 Performance Index is based on a 5.0 performance scale, with 5.0 being the highest 
lever of performance. 
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The risk factors in today’s rural area are many and serious… 
 
 An eight-grade creative writing class conducted a survey of what they perceived as “risk 

factors” affecting their educational process.  The resulting stats of 555 students surveyed are as 

follows: 

 
Table II:  Youth Risk Factors 

Risk Factor                                                                                   % “At Risk”                 
Academic Failure       89% 
Teen Pregnancies       55% 
Drug and Alcohol      45% 
Delinquency/Truancy      60%  
Lack of recreational/Cultural Program    90% 
Pinewood High School, 8th grade Creative Writing Class, October 2001  
 
 The above-mentioned characteristics and risk factors clearly outlined the need for a 

structured after school program.  The following goals and objectives provide a logic program 

model for implementation of Project X. 

Project X LOGIC MODEL 
 

B. Quality of the Project Design: 
(a) The extent to which goals, objectives are clearly specified and measured. 

 
Goal:  To develop an innovative, one-to-one approach to helping youth become 
confident and productive, stay in school, and set goals for the future. 
Objective Activities Process Results Outcome Results 
1.1 Project X 
will provide a 
one-to-one 
mentoring 
relationship for 
at least 150 high 
risk youth 
representing 
grades K-12 by 
the end of 
project 

 Recruit, train and 
hire mentoring 
staff 
 Identify 150 “high 

risk” youth from 
grade K-12 
 Train Mentors 
 Recruit, screen 

and match 150 
mentors with 
mentees 
 Establish a 

baseline data for 
mentees 

 Staff hired by 
second month 
of 
implementation  
 150 “high-risk” 

youth enrolled 
in Project X 
 150 mentors 

recruited, 
screened and 
trained by 3rd 
month 
 50% of matches 

complete by 4th

50% of youth recruited 
will be matched with 
mentors by 4th month 
of implementation 
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 Establish 
computerized 
database to track 
and monitor 
mentor/mentee 
relationships. 

month 
 Computerized 

data base 
established by 
2nd month 

1.2 Improve 
participants’ 
academic 
achievement and 
enthusiasm for 
learning 

 Provide one-to-
one tutoring and 
extended year 
remediation 
 Provide 

participant 
incentives for 
improved 
academic progress 
 Provide 

opportunities to 
increase 
participants 
critical thinking 
skills through 
Service Learning 
 Involve 

Participants in 
school-to-careers 
activities 

 Tutoring 
opportunities 
provided 4 
times per week  
 Monthly 

incentives and 
recognition 
provided 
 Three (3) 

community 
Service 
Learning 
Projects 
completed 
during each 
program year.   
 Two 

documented 
activities per 
year i.e. job 
shadowing, job 
site visits. 

At least 90% of 150 
youth mentored will 
demonstrate an 
improvement in 
academic at the end of 
project. 

1.3 Reduce the 
number of 
expulsions and 
suspensions and 
disciplinary 
actions by at 
least 5% among 
mentees 

 Involve mentees 
in weekly 
character building 
activities 
 Provide seminars 

on conflict 
resolution and 
anger 
management 
 Provide 

opportunities for 
role play to 
demonstrate 
appropriate skills 
 Design individual 

behavior 
modification 

 Weekly 
sessions 
documented 
 Quarterly 

seminars 
conducted and 
documented 
 Documentations 

of mentees of 
participation 
 Individual 

behavior plans 
on file 

 
 
 
 
 

5% decrease in 
expulsions, 
suspensions and 
disciplinary activities 
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1.4 Decrease the 
average daily 
tardiness and 
absenteeism rate 
by 5% among 
mentees 

 Mentor tracking 
and monitoring of 
mentees 
attendance 
 Provide incentive 

for consistent 
attendance 
 Home visits by 

Mentor 
Coordinators as 
needed 

 Tracking 
information on 
file 
 Documentation 

of incentives 
received 
 Documentation 

of home visits 
made 

5% decrease in 
tardiness and 
absenteeism based on 
baseline data at the 
end of year 1 

1.5 To provide 
opportunities for 
100% of 150 
mentor/mentees 
to participate in 
new recreational, 
social and 
cultural activities 

 Develop schedule 
of activities 
 Provide weekly 

recreational/cultur
al activities 
 Provide one field 

trip per quarter 

 Documentation 
of scheduled 
activities 
 Weekly 

activities held 
with rosters to 
document 
attendance 
 4 trips 

completed by 
end of year 1 

At least 90% of 
mentees participating 
show increased self-
esteem, moral, sense 
of responsibility, 
increased interpersonal 
skills and decision-
making skills by the 
end of project. 

1.6 Increase 
parental 
involvement by 
5% according to 
baseline data 

 Provide parent 
forums explaining 
program 
 Implement a 

minimum of 4 
parent training 
seminars to cover 
topics such as: 
Parent/child 
communication; 
anger 
management; 
maintaining 
healthy family 
relationships 
 Coordinate 4 

programs of 
structured 
activities for 
parent/Mentee/ 
mentor bonding 

 Parent forum 
held by 2nd 
month of 
program 
implementation 
with roster 
documenting 
attendance 
 4 parent 

training 
seminars by the 
end of each 
program year 
 Documentation 

of 4 activities 

At least 5% increase in 
parental involvement 
by end of project year 
1 
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b. The extent to which parent, teachers, community-based organizations, and the local 
community have participated, or will participate, in the design and implementation of the 
proposed mentoring program. 
 
An Advisory Committee consisting of youth, parents, faith-based groups, teachers, local 

officials, and community-based organization was organized in May 2002 to assist in the program 

development and planning of Project X.  Participating students designed a survey to assist in 

conducting a needs assessment within the district (see table 2) to pinpoint some of the most 

prevailing problems among youth that can be addressed through a mentoring program.  

Participating youth designed the questions for the survey, interviewed students, analyzed the data 

and presented it in the form of a report to the committee.  Parents on the committee suggested 

topics they felt would actively engage parents and get them more involved in their children’s 

educational career.  Elected local officials agreed to provide support by serving as an advocate 

for mentoring and identifying funding sources for recreational activities to augment grant funds.  

Representatives from all three local community-based organizations assisted with program 

design and agreed to provide services in the area of youth money management, health and 

nutrition, mentor training and computer technology (see appendix for letters of support and 

Memorandum of Agreements).  The Queen County District Ministerial Alliance, which is 

comprised of 11 churches, has agreed to assist in the identification and recruitment of mentors, 

provide church facilities for tutoring and other extra-curricula activities. 

C. The quality of the system that will be used to manage and 
monitor mentor reference checks, including appropriate 
reference check, child and domestic abuse record checks and 
criminal background checks. 

 

All too often, we hear and read about horror stories involving adult abuse of a vulnerable child.  

Because our agency is in the business of serving, protecting and providing positive life choices 
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for youth, the selection and screening of adult staff, mentors and tutors and volunteers carries a 

tremendous level of importance and responsibility.  The policy and procedure for recruiting 

mentors, managing and monitoring matches and securing references checks are as follows: 

 A part-time staff position will be dedicated to the sole responsibility of collecting and 

processing data on adult staff and volunteer mentors.  Based on prior experiences this 

task requires a centralized person who is responsible for receiving, reviewing, and acting 

on background screening, and interpreting hiring policy for prospective employees. 

 A volunteer will participate in an application process that will provide confirmation of 

applicant’s educational status, employment, hobbies, special interest and skills.  The 

volunteer will sign an application disclosure affidavit that provides a checklist of offenses 

where applicant can voluntarily provide information about their past criminal history, if 

one exists.  The affidavit also gives the agency consent to obtain verification from law 

enforcement agencies, the child abuse central registry and the State Department of Health 

where fingerprint cards are processed once fingerprinting is conducted by local law 

enforcement.  

 If there is a “red flag” on the initial affidavit that reveals criminal activity, the applicant 

will be rejected.  In accordance to “The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention Guidelines for the Screening of Persons Working with Children, Elderly and 

Individuals with disabilities in need of support, we will use as a minimum standard, 

automatic disqualification of a potential worker or volunteer if the screening results 

indicate that the individual as an adult, perpetrated any crime involving a child or a 

dependent adult, regardless if how long ago the incident occurred, or any violent crime 

within the past ten (10) years (NCJ 167248, pp. 43-48).  
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 Staff will conduct reference checks to obtain additional information that may indicate 

applicant is suitable as an agency volunteer.  This approach will also reduce fabrication 

of information. 

D. The quality of the training that will be provided to mentors, 
including follow-up and support of each match between 
mentor and child. 

 
As indicated earlier in this proposal, close to 90% of the youth targeted for Project X will 

come from single, female-headed household.  Therefore, it is obvious that each child will 

need a strong role model, who has a genuine compassion for young people, and can provide 

nurturance and guidance as a “friend”, not a surrogate parent. 

To ensure that both the mentors and mentees get the maximum benefits from the nurturing 

relationships, mandatory training will be provided for all adult mentors.  However, like 

anyone stepping into a new job role, mentors will be more likely to succeed if they 

participate in useful ongoing training sessions.  During the application process, mentors will 

be given an opportunity to identify areas they feel they will need training.  Based on our prior 

experience with mentoring programs, the following areas are vital in providing information 

to mentors to help them acquire and develop skills to be effective mentors.  This information 

will be provided during a mandated 4-hour orientation training and subsequent quarterly 

training. 

1. Mentor’s responsibilities to the youth and to the agency.  This include clarifying the 

purpose of the mentoring program (friendship, but beyond that, what?  Improving 

classroom behavior?  Building self-confidence?  Improving academic performance?  

Developing interpersonal skills?); legal and liability considerations and their practical 

implications (for example, are mentors allowed to give students their phone numbers?  
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Do all meetings take place on school grounds with no exception?  What should a mentor 

do if the mentee reveals child abuse?); confidentiality issues; other ground rules; and 

information about how relationships will be supervised and supported. 

2. Information about the youth who participate in the program.  This include 

information about development characteristics of children and youth who are program 

participants; the kinds of issues in general, students at the school have to deal with (such 

as family violence, peer pressure, drugs and violence in the community); the ways those 

problems can manifest themselves in student’ behavior and attitudes; and the kinds of 

strengths the students have. 

3. Mentors’ roles and expectations.  While our program will carefully screen out potential 

mentors who have a “fix-the-youth” mentality, it is still important for all new mentors to 

spend time thinking about and articulating their roles and expectations for the 

relationship.  New mentors will be introduced to principles of positive youth 

development – building on student’s strengths rather than “fixing” their problems – so 

they can see their own role in this larger context. 

4. Building relationships.  This includes practical advise on how to start the relationship; 

exploring the kinds of approaches that will help them build trust with the youth; and 

activities the mentor and student can do together.  The Hope Program will sponsor many 

of these activities.   

5. Communication skills.  “Listening” is the single most important skill a mentor can 

possess.  Project X will provide all their mentors with training in listening skills and other 

aspects of effective communication, including being non-judgmental.  As Calvin 

Coolidge said, “No one ever listened himself out of a job.” 
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Ongoing Training 

While we do not want to make too many additional demands on mentor’s time, we deem it a 

good idea to have several training sessions during the school year.  These will also function 

as “support groups” where mentors share their successes and help one another with problems 

they may be facing.  While the topics of these training will vary they will include: 

 Diversity and cultural sensitivity 

 Skills for setting limits with their mentee 

 Problem-solving skills 

 Conflict resolution 

 Strategies for dealing with issues that might arise with their mentee’s family 

 Child abuse, including neglect 

 Teen sexual activity and pregnancy 

 Alcohol and other drug issues 

 Domestic violence 

In addition, as the school year approaches its end, mentors who will not be continuing with 

their mentees during the following year will receive training in closing relationship.  Mentors 

will be constantly and consistently reminded of their important contribution to Project X by 

receiving incentives to include: 

 Mentor T-shirts and pens 

 Appreciation breakfast, lunches, and dinners 

 Articles in local press, regularly 

 Mentor testimonies in brochures and newsletter 

 Notes of appreciation 
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 Recognition on jobs by placing mentor pictures on bulleting boards and obtaining 
time release for activities 

 
 Year-end recognition event with superintendent 
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E. The quality of the mechanism that will be used to match 
children with mentors, based on the needs of the children, and 
ensure that mentors will develop long-standing relationships 
with the children they mentor. 

 
In developing this proposal, we realized that a thoughtful matching process would increase 

the chances that the mentor will develop a strong and fruitful relationship.  Therefore, the 

following matching criteria was established. 

 Project X will match adults and volunteers based on shared interest (to the extent 
possible).  We will accomplish this by developing a profile of the mentor’s 
interest, skills, and strengths during the application process.  A similar profile will 
indicate students’ interest, needs and strengths.  This matching information will 
be stored on a computerized data bank developed by ITI (Information Technology 
International) and can be updated throughout the match. 

 
 Decision about matching students will be a shared responsibility between the 

Program Coordinator, teachers, and counselors based on the interest and needs of 
the particular youth, also the mentor’s skills, interest and performance will be 
considered. 

 
 

 Logistics of location of site and mentor’s location will be considered during 
matching process.  Logistics may determine, when during the school week a 
student is available to me at the school at a particular time. 

 
 

 The actual mechanism to be used to obtain information for matching is an adult 
profile form and youth profile form to be completed during application process.  
This information will then be entered in the computerized data bank for tracking 
and evaluation purposes. 

 
 

F. The extent to which the proposed project will serve children 
with the greatest need in the 4th and 8th grade, and continue to 
serve children from the 9th grade through graduation from 
secondary school, as needed. 

 
Project X is designed to target 150 youth from grades 4th – 12th who exemplify the “highest 

risk” of educational failure, dropping out of school, or involvement in criminal or delinquent 

activities or who lacks strong positive role models.  This determination will be made after 
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close scrutiny of each referred students’ school records, and interviews with school teachers 

and counselors.  A student profile will be completed to reveal basic demographic 

information, academic profile, and number of expulsions/suspensions, other social, 

educational or behavior problems.  Transportation, after-school snacks, recreation and other 

incentives will be provided to eradicate excuses a participant may have for non-participation 

in program. 

An individual project plan will be established to identify expected outcomes for child, assets 

to be developed, and short and long-term goals needed to achieve outcomes.  The assigned 

mentor will work closely with their mentee to help them achieve their goals. 

Youth who enroll in Project X will be monitored and tracked for the three (3) year life span 

of the project.  Participants who are exiting high school will be tracked for one year to ensure 

that they successfully enter a post-secondary education program, vocational program or the 

workforce. 

G. The capability of the applicant to effectively implement its 
mentoring program. 

 
The Hope Program is a ten (10) year old pioneering organization with a (501) I (3) status that 

serves as an intermediary provider for the Queen County School District.  The program is 

housed in a recently constructed, 17,000 square ft. facility where most of the mentoring 

activities will take place.  The facility is located on the high school campus, and is within 5 

minutes from each of the schools to be served.   

Hope was established in 1992 to provide alternative education to out-of-school youth, at-risk 

children and pregnant or parenting teens.  It has successfully managed numerous government 

and privately funded youth programs and it operates in three of the most rural, poorest 

counties in the State.  
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The proposed project is a very aggressive attempt to provide meaningful mentoring service to 

our most needy youth in the district.  The past success of our program has depended 

tremendously on our collaborative relationships with local community partners, and we are 

once again depending on these partners and their expertise to help us deliver an effective, 

well managed mentoring program.  Specific partners listed below are contributing time, 

expertise and resources to Project X are Queen County School District who will provide 

facilities for recreation, office supplies, transportation, student tutors, access to students 

records, and other technical assistance as needed; Queen County Extension Service who 

will assist with mentor training and other positive youth development activities for mentees; 

Queen County Federal Credit Union will provide training and seminars on youth money 

management; The Queen County District Ministerial Association.  Comprised of 11 

churches will assist in recruiting mentors, use of facilities for community meeting places for 

activities.  Fundraising and transportation; The Queen County Sheriff and City of Maple 

Police Department will help identify and recruit mentors.  Obtain volunteers fingerprint and 

conduct local criminal background checks; provide security at youth activities.  Heartland 

Health Partners will provide workshops and training on pregnancy prevention, infant 

mortality and morbidity.  University Americorp Program will provide two Americorp 

workers to assist with youth development activities, literacy, service learning projects and 

office support.  Hope Parent Club will provide mentors and volunteer chaperones for field 

trips and other school sponsored activities.  The Heartland 21st Century Community 

Learning Center Program will assist with after-school and weekend activities.  Waterville 

Community College will provide job training and post-secondary education.   
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H. The resources that will be dedicated to providing children with 
opportunities for job training or post secondary education. 

 
The Hope Program has a long-standing partnership with Waterville Community College and 

they have agreed to continue to include our youth who have dropped out of school in their 

Youth-build Program where they will receive job training and GED preparations.  Waterville 

also will assist student in getting enrolled in their post secondary education program if they 

choose to pursue a college career. 

Youth participants who are still in school will participate in the districts school-to-careers 

program where they will learn to identify careers according to their interest, acquire 

entrepreneurial skills, and receive exposure to non-traditional careers for our rural areas.  

Finally, mentors who are employed will be required to allow their mentees to shadow them in 

February during our Annual Job Shadowing Activities.  Local businesses have willingly 

allowed youth to shadow their employees as long as the occupation is not a hazard to the 

youth’s health and will being.  This activity will allow mentees to actually get hands on 

experience of being in the workforce for a day. 

Commitment to Sustaining Project 

The Hope Program has the necessary commitment to sustaining our mentoring project 

beyond the three-year funding period.  By year 2, we will develop a diversified resource 

development strategy to obtain future funding from private donors, foundations, 

corporations, and government grants, local grant writing teams will be formed and trained to 

implement the resource development strategy.  Because we are a rural area where we receive 

only a small percentage of Federal and State grants, we plan to form a statewide coalition to 

pursue state funding. 
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I. Quality of Project Personnel  
 
In determining the quality of project personnel, the following factors are considered: 
 
a. The extent to which the applicant encourages applications for employment from 
persons who are members of groups that have traditionally been under represented 
based on race, color, national origin, gender, age or disability. 
 
The most underrepresented group in the professional and paraprofessional job market in this 

rural area are African American males.  Job announcements will be posted in areas were 

group frequent most, such as barbershops, basketball games, etc.  All applicants who meet 

basic qualification will receive extensive training in managing mentoring relationship, work 

ethics, and communications.  

b.  The qualification including relevant training and experience of key project 
personnel 
 
The Hope Director, Mrs. Jane Doe, will have overall responsibility for the achievement of 

the goals and objectives set out in this proposal.  Ms. Doe has 21 years of experience, 

working with high-risk youth and their families.  Additionally, she has a Masters Degree in 

Counseling and certification in Education Administration.  The three full-time program 

coordinators will manage the tasks of recruitment and management of 50 mentoring matches 

per coordinator (see appendix for complete description).  Coordinators will be assigned 

matches by grade levels.  For example, one coordinator will be assigned 4th – 6th grade 

mentees and a second coordinator will be assigned 7th – 9th grade mentees and a third 

coordinator will work with 10th – 12th grade youth.  An administrative support clerk will 

commit 28 hours per week to collecting and processing mentors background checks, 

following up on references, in-put data on mentor, mentee matches and up dating files as 

circumstances change. 
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J. The quality of the plan to recruit mentors 
 
Based on research and lessons learned from past experiences, we have determined that the 

first goal of an effective mentoring program is to foster a strong relationship between 

mentors and youth and those relationships in turn, can lead to positive changes in youth lives.  

Research also proves that the foundation of those strong relationships is built through 

strategic recruiting and careful screening and matching. Realizing recruiting mentors is an 

ongoing challenge, we have developed a recruitment plan with the following strategies. 

Identifying and highlighting elements of the mentoring program that may immediately 

appeal to volunteers such as: 

 Inform mentors at onset of both, the length of each meeting and the overall length of 
the commitment, therefore reducing the unrealistic expectations a mentor may have of 
the time they will need to commit to mentoring 

 
 Structured meetings at agency site during the day to provide a sense of safety 

 
 

 Avoid scheduling meeting during summer and other school vacations unless by 
mentors. 

 
 

 Provision of incentive such as field trips, release time to meet with mentee, t-shirts, 
pens and public recognition for efforts. 

 
 

Development of target audience – Project X will have such a large age variance in 

participants that a variety of mentors will be recruited.  High school students will be recruited 

to mentor lower grade students, with supervision from an adult staff member.  College age 

students will be recruited from local community college to mentor middle grade students.  

Adult volunteers will be recruited from church, law enforcement agencies and social 

organizations to mentor older youth. 
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Use of Strong Recruitment Message – Project X will develop a strong message to “sell” 

our program to local organizations and prospective mentors.  The message will be strong and 

consistent, but yet adaptive enough that it will strike a responsive chord among people in the 

specific group we are targeting for recruitment.  For example, some volunteers may believe 

they cannot afford to be a mentor because they think they would be expected to buy gifts for 

their mentees.  Project X will emphasize our program’s rule about gift giving.  Others may 

feel they need special skills or a certain employment status to qualify as a mentor, and 

Project X will distinctly describe the mentor’s role and the training all volunteers will receive 

through the program. 

Project X will use several modes of communication to recruit volunteers such as print media, 

televised community bulletin boards, fliers and pamphlets and church bulletins. 

 
4. Quality of the Project Evaluation 

In determining the quality of the evaluation, the following factors are considered: 
 

a. The extent to which the methods of evaluator are thorough, feasible, and 
appropriate to the goals, objective, and outcome of the proposed project. 

 
The role of the evaluator for Project X will be to assess objectively the performance of the 

program and above all, enable the program to learn from its experience and make appropriate 

adoptions.  Key criteria will be  

i. the link between strategies provided and perceived needs of the participants 
 
ii. objective measures of academic achievement, skills acquisition, 

behavioral/attitudinal improvement and program participation.  
 
 
Specific measures of the success of the program will include those set out in the program 

outcomes listed under the logic model – goals and objectives section.  These program outcomes 

closely match the performance indicators established by the U.S. Department of Education for 
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the mentoring program, which are improved academics, reduced drop our rates, improved 

interpersonal skills, reduced violence and juvenile delinquency rates. 

Evaluation Design – The evaluation of Project X will be a systematic process of collecting, 

analyzing and interpreting information to determine the extent to which the program is effective 

in meeting the needs of students, their families, the school district and the community.  It will 

provide information about the service delivery that will be useful to program staff and a variety 

of other audiences.  The evaluation will be ongoing and will provide feedback to program staff 

and planning committees to make changes that improve program effectiveness and fiscal 

efficiency.  The evaluation incorporates both quantitative and qualitative examinations of 

performance, services and behavior resulting in a judgment concerning the desirability of the 

outcomes.  The evaluation also include both process and outcome components.  Process 

evaluation provides documentation of the program and is used to guide planners if modifications 

are needed in the program design.  Outcome evaluations, on the other hand, assess program 

achievements and effectiveness in producing favorable cognitive, belief, and behavioral effects.  

The leadership of Project X needs concrete measures of belief or behavior to determine the 

impact of the program’s activities on the lives of its students, mentors, parents, teachers, and the 

community.  These two groups represent the key stakeholders.  Input from the stakeholders will 

be collected, analyzed and considered in the planning and implementation of the program. 

Outcome Instruments – The most significant research question addresses the outcome 

measures of the program.  Will Project X, decrease the number of students being suspended or 

expelled from school.  If the program does reduce the number of suspensions, what were the 

variables that attributed to the reduction in suspension?  Will students who participate perform 

better academically or students show increased academic achievement?  What variables caused 
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students to improve academically?  Data must be gathered from all groups which include 

educators, parents, mentors, mentees, and community key informants.  The evaluator will 

develop and test attitudinal surveys for administration to students, mentors, teachers, parental 

and community key informants as a measurement tool for pre/post-test design.  The surveys will 

use a linkert-type format.  Satisfaction surveys will be developed for use with training and other 

activities.  Other instruments such as activity logs, sign-in sheets, recording forms, etc. will be 

created for use in capturing data for analysis and/or in documenting the project’s impact.  All 

data will be maintained confidentially without access by outside resources.  Release forms will 

be developed for use with staff and program beneficiaries. 

Incorporation of the Management Plan and the Evaluation – the evaluation plan and the 

management plan/objectives are integral partners.  The management plan outlines what is to be 

done and the measurable objective with times lines, while the evaluator will establish the 

markers, measures, and performance indicators. 

b. The extent to which the methods of evaluation will provide performance 
feedback and permit periodic assessment of progress toward achieving 
intended outcomes. 

 
Scheduling of Evaluation Activities – the evaluation that is tied to management offers 

significant benefits, the evaluation team will be linked closely with staff and advisory counsel of 

Project X.  During the first month of operation, the evaluators will work with project 

management staff revising computerized record keeping system and gathering baseline 

information.  Progress reports will be designed to facilitate the tracking of each effort and will 

record, at a minimum, each of the objectives described in the logic model.  These reports will be 

designed with input of staff responsible for completing them to ensure that they capture all 

pertinent information clearly and concisely.  The evaluator will meet with the project staff at 



 118  

least quarterly and annual evaluation reports will be developed from computerized information 

system.  The independent evaluation process will be flexible with ongoing feedback to Project 

X’s key informants.  The performance indicators are listed with the objectives. 

Dissemination of Information 

Project X’s advisory counsel and staff will actively disseminate information about the success 

and weakness of the program in a manner that is understandable and accessible to the community 

at-large as well as educators locally and nationally who wish to replicate overall project.  This 

will be accomplished by: (a) inviting parents and local key informants to a meeting to review 

successful strategies and weakness of the program; (b) developing exportable products such as 

newsletters, flyers, and brochures (c) presenting Project X at State and National Conferences (d) 

avail site as a training center to visit, observe and learn from our weakness and success. 
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