
 
 

Shenandoah Mountain Proposal 
 

Shenandoah Mountain holds a special place in the hearts of people who live in the 
Shenandoah Valley.  Located west of the Valley in the George Washington National Forest, it is the 
largest and least fragmented continuous block of land remaining in the Central Appalachians.  This 
mountain treasure provides exceptional natural beauty, wildlife habitat, and an extensive network of 
trails.   Its eastern flank forms a drainage divide for the headwaters of two major rivers, the Potomac 
and the James.  It includes 10 peaks above 4,000 feet, with Reddish Knob being the highest.  
Perennial springs high on the mountain give rise to pure streams that support diverse aquatic life and 
provide clean drinking water for municipalities in the Shenandoah Valley. 
 
  Friends of Shenandoah Mountain is a group of concerned citizens consisting of local 
residents, businesses, faith communities, conservationists, mountain bikers, hikers, hunters, and other 
forest users who would like to see the wild heritage of Shenandoah Mountain protected to benefit this 
and future generations. Here is our proposal in a nutshell: 
 

• Shenandoah Mountain National Scenic Area (115,000 acres) between Rt. 33 and Rt. 250.  
Within the NSA, three substantial Wilderness areas and a sizable addition to Ramseys Draft 
Wilderness: 

o Skidmore Fork Wilderness (Rockingham Co.) – 5,228 acres 
o Little River Wilderness (Augusta Co.) – 12,490 acres 
o Lynn Hollow Wilderness (Highland Co.) – 6,168 acres (With a small boundary 

adjustment to Ramseys Draft Wilderness, this would be a separate Wilderness 
separated from Ramseys Draft by the Shenandoah Mountain Trail.) 

o Bald Ridge Wilderness (addition to Ramseys Draft Wilderness on the eastern side) 
(Augusta Co.) – 6,550 acres 

 
In addition to Shenandoah Mountain we ask for permanent protection of two other special areas in the 
George Washington National Forest: 
 

• Laurel Fork Wilderness (Highland County) – 10,153 acres (One of the most beautiful and 
biologically rich areas in Virginia, it is particularly known for salamanders, birds, beaver ponds, 
a spruce forest, and an exceptional native trout stream.) 

• Kelley Mountain/Big Levels National Scenic Area (located south of Waynesboro in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains between Sherando Recreation Area and St. Marys Wilderness) – 12,895 
acres (a popular destination for mountain bikers) 

 
All private land is excluded from the proposal.   Current roads will remain open for access. 
 
Friends of Shenandoah Mountain is actively seeking endorsements of this proposal by 

organizations and businesses.   Join us in seeking protection for Shenandoah Mountain!   Endorse our 
proposal! 

 
Learn more about our proposal at http://www.friendsofshenandoahmountain.org 


