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Dear Parents and Carers,

We are all looking forward to welcoming you back to Pre-school next week; we hope you are all 
having a lovely break and that the Easter Bunny was good to you! 

New faces...

We wish a warm welcome to Beau and his family, who will be joining our Pre-school next  week. We
all - the staff and your new pre-school friends – are really looking forward to getting to know you and 
helping you to settle in.  

What are we learning about?...

The children have been so engaged in our topics so far this year, and ‘Healthy Happy Me!’ last term 
encouraged all of us to question our eating and exercise habits. It was great to see them take 
ownership of their play and learning and to follow their own individual fascinations, making use of all 
areas of the Pre-school and its resources. We therefore wanted to find a topic which would continue 
to support this inquisitiveness and individuality and we have decided upon ‘Circle of Life. This theme
will enable us to cover a broad range of subjects; from the changing environment around us as we 
enter summer, thinking about seasons, growing our own food – including making full use of our 
garden. This will be introduced by Vicki, of Riverford, who is joining us for the morning of Thursday 
14th April. Please see section below for further information. We will then be thinking of changes at 
home – such as the arrival of a new baby brother or sister, moving home etc, as well as the different 
life cycles of animals and insects, and experimenting with altering the state of materials – which we 
are certain will particularly appeal to our regular mud kitchen visitors!  

As always, if any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the topic we would
love you to come in and tell us about it. 

You’ll find our ‘Share Box’ at the signing-in table, where children can put any items they would like to 
share with their Pre-school friends at carpet-time. This can be a great way of helping to build confid-
ence in speaking within a group environment, as the children are often so excited to share what they 
have bought in that they forget any shyness. If you are happy for the item to stay at pre-school for the
week, we can put it on our ‘interesting table’ for everyone to continue to explore and enjoy. Topic re-
lated items, which can promote learning and extend knowledge are always gratefully received

Fundraising with Riverford….

We’ve set up a new fundraising partnership with Riverford, the organic vegbox people, which is an 
easy way to raise funds for the Pre-school while also helping the children to learn more about healthy
eating! Riverford will make a donation to the Pre-school for every parent who gets a regular vegbox 
delivered. Vegboxes start at just £10.35 and delivery is free. They are a great way to encourage 
children to try new things and to get them interested in where their food comes from – see this short 
film for more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdJ2_UCGs-k
 
If you’d like to find out more or place an order, just go to www.  riverford  .co.uk/veg-for-parents. When 
you set up your account, it’s really important that you enter the Pre-school’s ID code SCH1027 in the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdJ2_UCGs-k
http://www.riverford.co.uk/veg-for-parents


notes box as this will ensure that we get the donation! Once you’ve had 3 deliveries, Riverford will 
make their donation at the end of term. A donation of £15 would then be received by Pre- school per 
3 deliveries, which would then be used to enhance and extend resources and equipment for the 
children’s use. Several parents at Pre-school are already Riverford customers. Here’s what Caroline 
(Benjie’s Mum), who’s been getting a box for a few weeks, has to say: “So glad to have finally signed 
up to Riverford. The quality of the veg is amazing and our fussy boys are embracing being more 
adventurous with their meals.”
 
If you’re already a customer, don’t worry, the Pre-school will still benefit! Just give Alan and Vicki a 
ring on 01225 437438 and let them know that you’d like to support Freshford Pre-school, and they’ll 
make sure we get a donation on your behalf. Alan and Vicki are the local Riverford veg team and 
their son Oliver used to come to our Pre-school.
 
Vicki will be spending the morning with us on 14th April to do some fun veg cooking with the children! 
She’ll be talking about eating a rainbow of colours and where vegetables grow – and all the children 
will have the chance to spiralise, grate and chop veg (all using safe equipment of course). It would 
be really helpful if you could provide a plastic tub with a lid on the 14th, so they can bring their 
creations home to share with you.

Non-Thursday children are more than welcome to come and join us for this session, with a parent 
accompanying them please. We are all very much looking forward to this exciting morning!

Staffing

We are all very happy Abi is joining us every day this term, and will be helping to collect observations 
of the children as well as help with group activities and mastermind fabulous crafty fun! 

Emily is going on her last 3 week placement this term, and so won’t be in Pre-school from 18 th April. 
Lizzy will be covering for Emily, and will be ensuring familiarity and consistency for the children with 
regards to the sessions as well as the learning journal inputs. Emily will be back on Monday 9 th May.

Opening up the garden...

In the past we have tended to open up the garden after carpet-time, however we know that this is a 
particularly popular area of the pre-school for many of the children this year and has proved to be a 
successful tool in helping them to settle in the mornings. We are therefore very happy to open up the 
garden from drop-off time, so please just let one of us know if your child wishes to go straight out and
then we can make sure a member of staff is deployed there.

Forest School in Hog Wood...

This Wednesday, 13th of April, we will begin our Forest School sessions in Hog Wood. This ever-
changing woodland environment will give the children the opportunity to explore and investigate, 
learn more about its wild inhabitants and have fun jumping, climbing and balancing in this natural 
playground.  To help prepare the children for this change in routine,  we will use group times to talk to
the children about where we will be going, how we will get there, and how to keep ourselves safe 
using our ‘Forest School Rules’ etc. You will receive a separate Forest School email which is full of 
information about the new Hog Wood routine and what your child will need for these sessions, but if 
you have any further questions please don’t hesitate to ask one of us. 

At Home Wow’s...

Don’t forget that if you have had any ‘Wow’ moments at home we would love to hear about it.  ‘At 
Home Wow Cows’ are available from your child’s Play Partner; copies are are also pinned up on the 
parents board (where you can find the parent helper rota too), or you can simply write a note, 
photocopy the drawing or writing, or give us a photograph.  Any record of ‘Wow’ moments at home 



are lovely additions to our learning journals and the children really enjoy sharing them with their pre-
school friends during group times! 

Scrap Packs...

The blue IKEA bags hanging above your children’s pegs are Scrap Packs. As the name suggests 
they are full of a variety of different scrap resources, with themes including ‘Tall Towers’, ‘Den 
Building’ and ‘Build a World’. We use the scrap bags regularly during group-times; the children love 
exploring, creating and building and we have had some wonderfully imaginative constructions. They 
are great fun for all the family to enjoy, so please feel free to borrow them as often as you want (you 
can sign them out using the book on the front desk) and don’t forget to take a photo or draw a picture 
of the things you’d made, as we would love to see it!    

The sun has got its hat on?...

Well, we are hoping it will make appearance this term! If so, it would be great for your child to be 
ready to enjoy and make the most of the sunshine, so please ensure they have a sun hat in their bag 
or drawer. We will also put out a tub for you to bring in sun cream (clearly labelled with your child’s 
name), so that the staff are able to top-up it up during the session if you are happy for us to do so. 

Spare clothes...

We (usually) have a good supply of these but sometimes children prefer to wear their own so it’s 
really helpful if they have a spare outfit in their bag, as they often get wet and muddy when playing in 
the garden – even with wellies, aprons or waterproofs on! 

Parent Survey – Your feedback Is appreciated….

Each school year we ask parents and carers to complete our anonymous parent survey. This year we
have brought forward the survey date so that we have more opportunity to act on feedback while the 
majority of children are still with us at Pre-school. 

The information we gather from the survey helps us to identify our strengths, and determine which 
aspects of the Pre-school need further improvement. Please use the comments boxes to provide 
specific suggestions for improvement, or any other comments you would like to make. 

http://www.freshfordpreschool.co.uk/  parent  -  survey  -2016

Please complete the survey by Friday 15th April. Many thanks.

Pre-school room work party

As you are aware, our pre-school room is looking a little tired and in need of a spruce-up. The 
Memorial Hall Committee are arranging for a new floor to be fitted over May Half term so before they 
do so we would like to put a lick of paint on the walls. Traditionally Pre-school parents have done this 
every few years. We will be holding a work party on Saturday 23rd April from 9am and would be 
grateful for all the help you (or others) can provide. Please let Claudia know if you can help, even if 
only for part of the day. All materials will be provided.

Fundraising

Thank you to everyone who supported the Easter Trail. It was a great success, raising £561.80 
which, together with the proceeds of our World Book Day morning (£163.80), will go towards the cost 
of a new drawer unit and outdoor music making equipment for the Pre-school garden. 

We have two more exciting events coming up - The Queen’s 90th Birthday Tea Party (7th May) and 

http://www.freshfordpreschool.co.uk/parent-survey-2016


Freshford Village Fete (11th June). The Tea Party is a joint fundraising initiative with Freshford 
Primary School, with Pre-school benefitting from 50% of the funds raised. 

Whilst Pre-school doesn’t directly receive funds raised at the Village Fete, we do benefit greatly from 
it. Money raised from the fete goes towards the upkeep and maintenance of the Memorial Hall, 
therefore keeping Pre-school’s hall hire costs low. In addition, by having a presence at the fete we 
hope to demonstrate our ethos and involvement in the community, and attract new families. 

These two events are very important to us, so we do hope that you will continue to support us and 
get involved to make them both a huge success. Details of the events are below. Volunteers will be 
needed for both of these events, so please pop the dates in your diaries and we will let you know 
nearer the time how you can help out. 

QUEEN'S 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY
SATURDAY 7TH MAY 3-6pm 

We are joining forces with the Primary school to join the nation in celebrating the Queen's 90th 
Birthday with a quintessentially British tea party, Pimms, music, crafts & activities such as egg & 
spoon race, crown & sword making, glitter tattoos & nail-painting, fancy dress competition, treasure 
hunt, dog show and more. It will be a lovely afternoon.
 
FRESHFORD VILLAGE FETE
SATURDAY 11TH JUNE 1-5pm

This absolutely delightful annual event which brings the community together is such a joy to attend 
and volunteer at. This year there will be a Birds of Prey flying and static display, the Bratton Silver 
Band, giant inflatable slide, inflatable gladiator joust, bouncy castle, animals, BBQ, bar, teas, and  
traditional fete games and stalls. Helpers are needed for set-up from 9am onwards, clear-away from 
5-6pm, and to man activities and refreshments throughout the Fete. Please put the date in your 
diaries, and Claudia will be asking for volunteers for specific tasks next term. 

Dates for the Diary

Date Event
April 2016
Monday 
11th April 

First day back at pre-school, start of 
Term 5

Wednesday 
13th April

First Forest School session at Hog Wood
(please see separate FS email for further
details)

Thursday 14th April Riverford Theme Thursday fun! 
Saturday 23rd April Pre-school room painting day 9am 

onwards
May 2016
Monday
2nd May

May Day Bank Holiday (Pre-school 
closed)

Saturday
7th May

Queen’s 90th celebrations 3-6pm

Wednesday 25th  May Last day of Term 5
June 2016
Monday 6th June Term 6 starts
Saturday 11th June Freshford Village fete 1-5pm

With best wishes,
Debbie, Emily, Rosy, Abi and Claudia
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