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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We’d like to welcome you back to pre-school; we hope you all had a lovely break and 
that the Easter Bunny was good to you!  
 
New faces... 
We wish a warm welcome to Tacita and her family, along with Emily’s son Flynn, 
who will both be joining our pre-school this week. We all - the staff and your pre-
school friends – are really looking forward to getting to know you better and helping 
you to settle in.   
 
 
What are we learning about?... 
The children responded brilliantly to our ‘How, Why, When, What, Where?’ topic 
last term, which encouraged them to ask questions, come up with possible ideas and 
explanations and then have fun testing out their ideas through hands-on play and 
experiments. It was great to see them take ownership of their play and learning and 
to follow their own individual fascinations, making use of all areas of the pre-school 
and its resources. We therefore wanted to find a topic which would continue to 
support this inquisitiveness and individuality and we have decided upon ‘Changes’. 
This theme will enable us to cover a broad range of subjects; from the changing 
environment around us as we enter summer, changes at home – such as the arrival 
of a new baby brother or sister, moving home etc, the different life cycles of animals 
and insects, and experimenting with altering the state of materials – which we are 
certain will particularly appeal to our regular mud kitchen visitors!  On Tuesday 14th 
April, Cressida from the Fun Science team will be visiting us for some interactive 
science fun involving slime, bubbles and explosions – we can’t wait and are sure it 
will be a fantastic way to start our new topic!  
 
 
As always, if any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the 
topic we would love you to come in and tell us about it. You’ll find our ‘Share 
Box’ at the signing-in table, where children can put any items they would like to 
share with their pre-school friends at carpet-time. This can be a great way of helping 
to build confidence in speaking within a group environment, as the children are often 
so excited to share what they have bought in that they forget any shyness. If you are 
happy for the item to stay at pre-school for the week, we can put it on our ‘interesting 
table’ for everyone to continue to explore and enjoy. 
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Family Scrapbooks... 
You may remember we emailed you last month to tell you about an idea we’d had to 
create a new display for our pre-school room, along with giving the children the 
opportunity to make their own scrapbook album for them to keep and add to during 
the half term and summer holidays etc. Thank you to all the families that have 
already brought in photos of family members, special occasions, and pictures of their 
child doing their favourite things etc. We are sure you will have new photos to add 
following the Easter break; it would be great if the photos could include a little note to 
identify family members, places etc so we can add some help the children to add 
descriptions to their scrapbooks too. We’ll be making a start on the display and 
books over the next couple of weeks. 
 
 
Opening up the garden... 
In the past we have tended to open up the garden after carpet-time, however we 
know that this is a particularly popular area of the pre-school for many of the children 
this year and has proved to be a successful tool in helping them to settle in the 
mornings. We are therefore very happy to open up the garden from drop-off time, so 
please just let one of us know if your child wishes to go straight out and then we can 
make sure a member of staff is deployed there. 
 
 
Forest School in Hog Wood... 
This Wednesday, 15th of April, we will begin our Forest School sessions in Hog 
Wood. This ever-changing woodland environment will give the children the 
opportunity to explore and investigate, learn more about its wild inhabitants and have 
fun jumping, climbing and balancing in this natural playground.  To help prepare the 
children for this change in routine, the role play area this week will be set up as a 
‘mini’ Hog Wood, and we will use group times to talk to the children about where we 
will be going, how we will get there, and how to keep ourselves safe using our 
‘Forest School Rules’ etc. You will have received a separate Forest School email 
which is full of information about the new Hog Wood routine and what your child will 
need for these sessions, but if you have any further questions please don’t hesitate 
to ask one of us.  
 

 
At Home Wow’s... 
Don’t forget that if you have had any ‘Wow’ moments at home we would love to hear 
about it.  ‘At Home Wow Cows’ are available from your child’s Play Partner; copies 
are are also pinned up on the parents board (where you can find the parent helper 
rota too), or you can simply write a note, photocopy the drawing or writing, or give us 
a photograph.  Any record of ‘Wow’ moments at home are lovely additions to our 
learning journals and the children really enjoy sharing them with their pre-school 
friends during group times!  
 
 
Scrap Packs... 
The blue IKEA bags hanging above your children’s pegs are Scrap Packs. As the 
name suggests they are full of a variety of different scrap resources, with themes 
including ‘Tall Towers’, ‘Den Building’ and ‘Build a World’. We use the scrap bags 



regularly during group-times; the children love exploring, creating and building and 
we have had some wonderfully imaginative constructions. They are great fun for all 
the family to enjoy, so please feel free to borrow them as often as you want (you can 
sign them out using the book on the front desk) and don’t forget to take a photo or 
draw a picture of the things you’d made, as we would love to see it!     
 
 
The sun has got its hat on?... 
Well, we are hoping it will make appearance this term! If so, it would be great for 
your child to be ready to enjoy and make the most of the sunshine, so please ensure 
they have a sun hat in their bag or drawer. We will also put out a tub for you to bring 
in sun cream (clearly labelled with your child’s name), so that the staff are able to 
top-up it up during the session if you are happy for us to do so.  
 
Spare clothes... 
We have a good supply of these but sometimes children prefer to wear their own so 
it’s really helpful if they have a spare outfit in their bag, as they often get wet and 
muddy when playing in the garden – even with wellies, aprons or waterproofs on!  
 
 
Dates for the Diary 
 

Date Event 

April 2015 

Monday  
13th April  

First day back at pre-school, start of 
Term 5 

Tuesday 
14th April 

Science Workshop – visit by Fun Science 

Wednesday  
15th April 

First Forest School session at Hog Wood 
(please see recent FS email for further 
details) 

May 2015  

Monday 
4th May 

May Day Bank Holiday (pre-school 
closed) 

Saturday 
16th May 

Family Celebration Day (further details to 
follow) 

Thursday 
21st May 

Last day of Term 5 

 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Debbie, Emily, Jo, Libby, Rosy and Claudia 
 


