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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to Pre-School after half term. We have had a busy fun filled week back, welcoming 
Mary Wang on Monday who gave a wonderful Chinese New Year talk and craft session, followed 
by on Tuesday hearing all about the International space station, thanks to Emma and her Mummy. 
The staff have enjoyed hearing all about the children’s adventures during half term, and meeting 
with many of you at the parent consultations. We hope you found these informative and useful. 
Thank you to those who have filled in the parent input forms, if you haven’t done so yet any ideas 
and feedback would be great. 

What are we learning about?
Our topic this term is ‘Happy, Healthy Me!’ We will be focusing on different concepts each week, 
including doctors and nurses/vets, nutrition, self care and independence, our bodies and looking 
after our teeth/dentists. This will involve cooking and tasting sessions, and hopefully some visitors 
sharing their expertise. The children will also be provided with many opportunities to develop their 
fine motor skills, helping to encourage mark making. There will also be large gross motor skill 
activities, which will enable children to practise and develop their ball skills, obstacle course 
exploration and encourage children to observe and comment on the effects of exercise on their 
body.  Alongside this, there will be an emphasis on independence, with the children being 
encouraged to have a go themselves, promoting a real ‘can do’ attitude. Wow Cow will be 
watching, and special Wow Cow stickers, kindly made by Liz, Harrison’s Mummy, will make great 
incentives with this we are sure. The children have loved playing in the water outside this week, so
this has resulted in many changes of clothes! We introduced a rule of waterproof trousers, 
wellies and a waterproof jacket  last year when enjoying the water and this really helped in 
reducing changes of clothing. Could we please remind you to ensure the children have these 
items with them at pre-school each day. We have limited spare clothes, and would be very grateful
for any items borrowed to be returned and would gladly receive any donations of unwanted 
clothes. Thank you!

Dropping off….
In the mornings it is so lovely to see Pre School come to life with the arrival of all the children, 
eager to explore and play. Although there are activities set up in the lobby, the Pre School room is 
also super exciting, and so to ease the volume of bodies in the lobby, please could you encourage 
your child to explore the Pre School room at drop off. This will then help the drawers and pegs to 
be accessed, and therefore hopefully making drop offs smoother for all.
Please also remember, if there is anything you would like to discuss with a member of staff, we are
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always available to talk, or have a phone conversation at a time suitable for both parties. 

If any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the topic we would love 
you to come in and tell us about it    We have been so lucky recently to have had such a wide 
variety of wonderful inputs from parents and visitors, and the children really do enjoy and learn so 
much during these sessions. Likewise, if you know somebody who might come in to Pre School to 
take an activity based on this new topic, please let a member of staff know. We are very lucky to 
be having a visit from Jemima and her Daddy on Thursday with a doctor themed carpet activity. If 
your child does not attend on Thursday, but you and your child would like to come along for this 
carpet time, we would love to see you. If you come along for 9.30 that would be great.

Sharing Box 
It is fabulous that so many children want to share items from home at the carpet with everyone. 
The sharing box tends to be overflowing with items each day, and so this can be a lengthy process
to show and talk about each. With our new topic, we are hoping the sharing box can become more
topic specific, enhancing the children’s learning and understanding of the topic being looked at. 
We would appreciate your support and help with this.

Mobile Phone Policy
A gentle reminder - please do remember that we are not allowed to use personal mobile phones 
on Pre-School premises. The Pre School mobile is available for emergencies, and can be used as 
a contact if you are parent helper for the morning. If you need to take a call, we ask if you could 
please step out of Pre School. Thank you for your understanding with this.

Following on from this safeguarding matter, please do also remember that what happens at Pre 
School – stays in Pre School…..it is lovely to have an insight into your child’s Pre School life, 
however, other children must remain anonymous when discussions take place after you have 
volunteered. Many thanks.

Policies and Procedures

For your information, these are all available to read using the following link 
 http://www.freshfordpreschool.co.uk/policies-and-procedures

Spare Clothes
We seem to have gone from lots to few! If you have any clothes which have been borrowed we 
would really appreciate their speedy return, especially girls and boys trousers. 

Mr. Owl
The children are thoroughly enjoying our Forest School ventures up to Gittes Wood, to visit the 
home of Mr. Owl, and he has been very busy writing responses to letters children have written to 
him. If your child would like to write to Mr. Owl, a picture and some mark making is wonderful, 
along with a question which he will then answer, promoting learning around owls, and how they 
live. This is a magical activity which is lovely for the children to be part of. If you have any 
questions, or you would like staff to help with the creating of the letter, please ask us and we will 
happily help.

Pre-school Open morning for the members of Freshford and Limpley Stoke Toddler group 
on Thursday 24th March, 9.30am 
We look forward to welcoming the members of the toddler group and their parents/carers to join 
our pre-school for the morning. We will be having an Easter themed day, with craft and carpet 
activities providing lots of fun for all.
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FLiSCA grant for Pre-school
The Pre-school were delighted to be recently awarded a grant of £512 from Freshford and Limpley
Stoke Community Association (FLiSCA) to purchase another new wooden 'Cosy Cottage' for the 
Pre-school garden. We think these robust 'Cottages' will really engage the children's interests. We 
will be turning them into castles, houses, dens, caves etc with the addition of various fabrics, fo-
liage, props etc. We will also use them to create quiet outdoor reading spaces.

Fundraising events coming up….

Sat 5th March, 9.45am - 11.30am: World Book Day Dad's & kids story telling and craft morn-
ing 
with celebrated children's author Maudie Smith. Kids - come dressed as your favourite book char-
acter and Dads - enjoy a bacon sarnie and a coffee! 

Sun 20th March, 2pm-5pm: Easter Trail. Join us for our annual Easter Trail through the stunning
Freshford and Limpley Stoke valley. Purchase a map and find the eggs along the route, starting 
and finishing at Freshford Primary School. Prizes for all who complete the trail. Homemade cakes, 
cream teas and raffle. 

Sat 7th May, 2pm-5pm: The Queen's Birthday Celebrations. Join us for a royally good tea 
party. There promises to be bell tents, lots of bunting, traditional afternoon tea, games, crafts, a 
dog show, a royal treasure hunt, bouncy castle, incredible cakes and much more. ***Tickets will be
sold in advance***

Sat 11th June, 1pm-5pm: Freshford and Limpley Stoke Village Fete. Giant inflatable slide, 
Bouncy castle, Gladiator joust, animals, brass band, stalls, teas, bar and BBQ.

 
Dates for your diary

Date Event
March

Thursday 3rd 9.30-10am Dr.Taylors carpet time – All welcome
Saturday 5th 9.45-11.30am Book Day fundraising event- see above
Sunday 20th 2-5pm Easter trail- see above
Thursday 24th March Term 4 ends
April
Monday 11th April Term 5 begins

Best Wishes

Jo, Rosy, Abi, Emily, Claudia and Debbie
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