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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to Pre-School after half term. We hope you have all had a fun and restful week, 
and the germs have stayed away! The children enjoyed such a busy action packed time at Pre 
School last half term, enjoying a vast range of activities our ‘Little Explorers’ theme incorporated. A 
few highlights were the apparatus in the hall where the children practised their balancing, climbing 
and jumping skills, as well as a dance workshop during 3 o’clock club, where we went on a 
Chinese New Year adventure! Outside there have been budding chefs in the mud kitchen, workers 
building houses and castles with the use of tools at the workbench, and there have been tree 
climbers, and pulleys made out of string attached to the tree which have taken the children on 
such exciting journeys – to the moon and up in a rocket to name a couple!  The children have 
been embracing the new resources with energy and enthusiasm, and have now firmly settled into 
the new routine of ‘hedgehog’ and ‘rabbit’ groups, where we are seeing children flourish with 
confidence and it is a delight to see their learning styles being captured.

What are we learning about?
Our topic this term is ‘How, Why, When, What, Where?’ We decided on this topic as it follows on 
nicely from ‘Little Explorers’, and ties in with the children’s interests of asking questions, and 
having a very hands on approach to their play. This week the children will begin inputting ideas 
into our big thinking book, and these questions will feature on the Interesting Table; this will then 
help with future weeks planning ideas.  Activities we will be offering alongside this theme are 
superhero challenges, becoming experimenters, floating and sinking items, exploring various 
textures and discovering our environment!  

We have carried on the rule of waterproof trousers, wellies and a waterproof jacket when 
enjoying the water and this really helped in reducing changes of clothing. Could we please remind 
you to ensure the children have these items with them at pre-school each day. We have limited 
spare clothes, and would be very grateful for any items borrowed to be returned. Thank you! As 
always, labelling of clothes and bags is really important; lost property fills up quick so it may be 
worth a look to check no items belong to you!

If any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the topic we would love 
you to come in and tell us about it We have our lovely share box at the signing in table where 
children can put their items they would like to share at carpet time. If items are in bags or drawers 
they can sometimes get forgotten and then we miss seeing them at carpet time. Hopefully this box 
will help….
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3 0’Clock Club We are really enjoying getting out in the community during our afternoon sessions, 
and have some dates in the diary to meet with the reception children at Freshford school. For the 
safety, and enrichment of the children’s experiences when out on walks in the local area, the 
higher the adult-child ratio we are able to offer the better. If there are any parents who would be 
willing to volunteer on a 3 0’clock club, from 1.30-2.45 (or as long as they were able to) this would 
really help us to enhance these provisions further. A sign-up sheet will be up at Pre School where 
you can pop your name down, or please feel free to tell Debbie or Jo the dates you would be able 
to help out. Many thanks.

1 0’Clock Club Pick Ups…can be a very busy time, with grown- ups collecting children, as well 
as the 3’O clock clubbers settling into their afternoon session on a Monday and Tuesday. This is a 
gentle reminder to grown- ups to please collect your child promptly after session, and that once 
you have signed your child out, they are then your responsibility, and staff will be focussing on the 
children left in our care. We thank you for your co operation in this matter.

Theme Thursdays are looking very exciting these upcoming weeks. We are looking forward to a 
Frozen themed musical Thursday this week – 26th February. If your child would like to come 
dressed up as a character that would be great. We will be making instruments, and singing songs 
as well as fun crafty activities based on this theme…photos to follow! If you have any ideas to 
include in these sessions please let Debbie know and they can be implemented!

Dads are always welcome too…We are so lucky to have such a strong support network of 
Mums, Dads and Grandparents who volunteer and come into Pre School regularly. We always 
welcome further inputs, even if it is for a short time in session to help with an activity, or take a 
carpet activity. This is what one Daddy wrote about his time in Pre School, and we are so grateful 
for his feedback.

“I have volunteered at pre-school on 2 occasions. The first experience was a great insight 
into the workings of the school and the activities that my boy and all the other children are 
exposed to. I enjoyed helping the children hammer nails into card, get soaked in the water 
tank, build train tracks, and dig for treasure in the sandpit. I also had the delight and 
excitement of hearing one of the fathers hand his carpentry tools around the group at 
carpet time – I certainly found it enjoyable, so was hardly surprised that the children were 
mesmerised too.
On my second occasion I was invited to talk to the children about my job as a doctor in a GP 
surgery. I didn’t want to bore them, but fortunately I think I found the right balance of 
showing them my thermometer, stethoscope, and tendon hammer. The knee reflexes 
provided some considerable amusement! 
All in all, it was a fun day, and a great chance for me to see my son and the other children 
playing and learning together. I really felt it was useful for them to get a male role model 
into the mix as well. I recommend the day to any Dad who can spare a morning – it was 
entertaining, educational and rewarding.”

 



New Supply staff
Since December, we have welcomed two new supply staff to our team. Lucia Moat has a NVQ 3 in 
Childcare and Education and has many years of experience working as a nanny and nursery as-
sistant. Lucia is covering for staff absence on training courses and illness. Abi Jackson has been a 
volunteer helper at Pre-school since 2010, often volunteering on a weekly basis. Abi is currently 
providing weekly supply support on a Thursday morning in order to increase our adult to child ratio 
on Thursdays when we have more younger children attending.

£1000 grant for the Pre-school garden!
The Pre-school was delighted to receive a grant of £1000 from the Bath based Medlock Trust to-
wards new resources for the Pre-school garden. To date, the outdoor kitchen has been equipped 
with donated units, but these are deteriorating rapidly in the damp outdoor environment, and now 
need to be replaced. The grant funding will be used to purchase a sink and dresser unit purpose 
made for the outdoor environment and complete with water pump so the children can pump their 
own water into the sink. We will also use the grant funding to purchase some outdoor numeracy 
resources including giant weaving numbers and shapes. 

Table Top Sale raised £440 for Pre-school
Thank you to everyone who supported the Table Sale which raised £440 for the Pre-school. Some 
of this funding will be used to purchase additional resources for the garden, including a counting 
rope, number trail and a cable car pulley system (for small world people, not the Pre-school chil-
dren!).

Easter Trail: 2-5pm, Sunday 22nd March 2015
The Easter Trail is a lovely annual event which takes you on a walk around the village to find the 
Easter eggs.  Join other Freshford families for scones and jam back at the school hall.  This year 
there will also be a wonderful spa day at Woolley Grange up for grabs.

Dates for the diary.

Date Event
February
Wednesday
25th

Forest School at Gittes Wood

Thursday 26th Frozen theme music workshop – dress 
up optional

March
Wednesday
4th, 11th, 18th, 25th,

Walk/ Forest School at Gittes Wood

Monday 16th March Pre School Outing to Bath City Farm – 
Letter to follow

W/C 9th March Parent Consultations- sign-up sheet 
available from 23rd February

Sunday 22nd March 2-5pm Easter Trail
Thursday 26th March Last day of term

Best Wishes

Debbie, Jo, Emily, Rosy, Libby and Claudia


