
Newsletter 3: January 8th 2016

Dear Parents and Carers,

We’d like to welcome you all back to Pre-School. Everyone settled back into the Pre-School routine 
brilliantly this week, well done! We have loved listening and learning about the children’s Christmas 
holiday fun and adventures. We have also enjoyed getting to know our new Pre-school friend Aurelia who
has joined us as well. We are all very happy to welcome Abi Jackson to our Theme Thursday team. Abi 
has wonderful creative ideas which the children will just love getting involved in.

What are we learning about?

Our topic this term is ‘Our Wonderful World’. During last term, we noticed the children being aware of 
their own locality and they have enjoyed sharing their knowledge and experiences of other locations they 
have visited whether it’s Devon, London, Germany or Ireland. We plan to familiarise the children to the 
wider world as well as exploring their local environment. The children will be introduced to the large map 
and globe and they will have opportunities to recognise the differences in size and distance of some of 
the countries compared to Great Britain. We will be talking about other traditions and celebrations as well
as climate, habitat and artefacts. This coming week the children will all be making their own passports 
and stamping in each country they ‘visit’ and discover at Pre-School.  This week, we will be looking at 
Africa and Egypt in particular, followed by Poland, Germany, America and then China. 

If any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the topic we would love you to 
come in and tell us about it – we would especially love to receive items for our interesting table which 
the children can share at carpet-time with their Pre-school friends.  

Alongside our topic this term, we are also very excited to introduce “Active Story making”. Story making
is built up on the principle that to write language, the child needs to have heard and spoken, before 
writing. Your child may have come home this week, talking about “The Little Red Hen”. This is our book 
we are focusing on this term, and we have been introducing this story to the children, teaching signs that 
can be done alongside the key words through the story. Emily and Debbie are receiving the training of 
this, and we are so pleased with how well the children have embraced this new activity. Story maps are 
used instead of books, which are made up of pictures to tell the story, and so this will actively encourage 
the children to create their own story maps, enhancing opportunities for mark making also. Further 
information will follow, and please keep a look out at our display board by the role play area, which is 
going to show the children’s journey with this new learning principle. 

EYFS Aspects of learning

Although for the children, they are spending their Pre-school time playing, the underlying principles and 
outcomes all link back to the Early Years Foundation Stage aspects of learning. This term, we have 
dedicated a board explaining the reasons behind the activities we offer to the children, and the benefits of



the wide variety of activities, resources and play the children experience each day. We hope this provides
a fun but informative insight into the reasons behind how Pre-school is run. 

Take Home and Share Books

We have this lovely scheme up and running and would love you and your child to use it! There is a
clipboard with the pink book box where you can sign the books in and out. This can be found by the
children’s self-registration house. There will always be a member of staff nearby to ask if you’re unsure of
how this scheme works.  Happy reading and we look forward to  hearing about the stories you have
enjoyed together. Scrap packs are also available to take home for a weekend. The children have really
enjoyed creating larger scale play around the scrap packs, and I am sure you would have fun using the
resources in them to create your own play ideas – this would then inspire new exploration at Pre-school!
Again, please ask a member of staff if you are interested in taking advantage of this.

Allergies

We are kindly requesting that parents do not include kiwi or peanuts in children’s lunchboxes, due to
potential  and current  allergies affecting children in our care.  Thank you in  advance for your  help in
ensuring this happens.

Severe Weather...

In the case of severe weather such as heavy snow and ice, we will decide whether normal Pre-school 
sessions can operate. We will base our decision on accessibility by staff, and ensuring the appropriate 
numbers of qualified staff and adult to child ratios can be maintained. We will also consider ice and snow 
conditions in the vicinity of the Hall creating a significant slip hazard for staff, parents and children. Fresh-
ford Lane is on a Council gritting route, so often remains clear of ice. Should the Hall car park be icy, par-
ents and carers may wish to park safely in the Lane, and then access the Hall on foot.

If the Pre-school is closed, the Pre-school website home page (www.freshfordpreschool.co.uk) will be up-
dated by 8.15am on the morning of the closure. Parents with no access to the Internet are able to tele-
phone Claudia on 01225 723924 after 8.15am. During a period of closure, daily updates will be placed on
the home page, including advice on when the Pre-school is expected to re-open.

There will normally be no reduction in fees charged to parents for the term if the Pre-school is required to 
close for occasional days due to severe weather. If the Pre-school is required to close for an extended 
period, then the Pre-school Committee will consider providing a discount to the fees charged for the sub-
sequent term..

Forest School
This week Forest School will be starting again now the children have settled back into Pre-School. We 
will start to venture further afield into nearby woodland this term. Our Forest School fun begins this 
Wednesday 13th January, where we will be going to Gittes Wood. 
Our Forest School sessions are on Wednesdays, though many of our Forest skills and activities come in 
handy at Pre-School too! For Forest School please ensure children come well-prepared for the weather 
with warm, waterproof coats and trousers, hats and gloves  . 
Every Wednesday please bring your child ready for the Forest to the pre-school garden gate.

Suitable Clothing and Naming Clothes
Now the colder and wetter weather is upon us please make sure your child comes to Pre-school with 
suitable clothing - including waterproofs and wellies - so that they are able to continue to enjoy their 
outdoor play whilst hopefully keeping warm and dry!

http://www.freshfordpreschool.co.uk/


We have noticed there are some duplicate wellies for children – if you have replaced wellies at Pre-
school, please could you take home the old pair. Many thanks.

We are also running low on spare boys and girls trousers aged 3-5years and would really appreciate any 
donations.

New "Cosy Cottage" for the garden
We were really excited on Thursday to receive our new Cosy Cottage for the garden which has been pur-
chased with the profits of the Christmas raffle.  We are looking forward to seeing how the children’s fas-
cinations determine how they use the “Cosy Cottage”, as well as the grown-ups helping to support the 
children’s explorations. With our new topic, the cottage will lend itself to becoming part of the country of 
the week, as well as providing the children a space to create our story of the term “The little red hen”. 

Drumming visit 
We are very lucky to have Chris Large from Drumtastic come to Pre-School on Monday 11 th January to 
teach us African Drumming. Recently, we have noticed a lot of interest in our bongos and African drums. 
We know that the children will really enjoy this experience as well as benefiting their learning and 
development, tying in beautifully with our new topic. 

On Tuesday 12th January, for our 3 0’clock club activity, the children are going to make their very own 
African drum! Please could your child bring a suitable pot that they could use as their drum in with
them that day. Many thanks, and we are excited to see the outcomes!

Parent Consultations:
These will take place Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd February. A sign up sheet will be up on the 
front door at the beginning of February.

Dad's World Book Day morning: 
Saturday 5th March, 10am onwards. Open to anyone to would like to come along, including grandpas, 
uncles etc.  This great event will include story time with a guest author, and tea, coffee and bacon rolls 
for sale.

Easter Trail: 
Sunday 20th March, 2-5pm. The Easter Trail is a lovely annual event which takes you on a walk around 
the village to find the Easter eggs. Join other Freshford families for cream teas and cakes back at the 
school hall.

Dates for your diary…..

Date Event
January
Monday 11th African drumming workshop
Wednesday 13th First Forest School – Gittes Wood
February
Thursday 11th Last day of term 
Monday 22nd Term 4 starts
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd Parent consultations
March
Saturday 5th Dad’s World Book Day Morning
Sunday 20th Easter Trail 2-5pm

Best wishes
Debbie, Emily, Rosy, Jo, Abi and Claudia
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