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Dear Parents and Carers,

It’s  hard to  believe that  we are already into  our  second term – it  only seems a 
moment ago that we welcomed new children and new parents to our Pre-school! The 
children have settled in so well and have really found their feet – it’s been wonderful  
to watch them grow in confidence, become increasingly independent and begin to 
form new friendships.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of those parents who have 
already been able to help out in any way – we are hugely grateful to you for giving up 
your time and supporting the Pre-school in this way.

What are we learning about?

Our topic this term is ‘Let’s celebrate!’. During the children’s’ play we have noticed 
some shared fascinations emerging, including curiosity and enjoyment of sensory 
experiences; shown through the popularity of the mud kitchen, natural painting and 
clay/play dough, imaginative play with puppets, pretending to be different characters,  
physical play, running, jumping and climbing. With the change in seasons and the 
clocks going back, we feel this lends itself to further exploration of the world around 
us, in particular the festivals that are celebrated.  Our upcoming trip to the Roman 
Baths links to this new topic, as well as the festivities that are celebrated in the next 
few months – Diwali and Christmas for example. We are very excited to see where 
this topic and the children’s ideas take us.

If any of you have anything that you think you can contribute to the topic we would 
love to hear about it – we would especially love to receive items for our interesting 
table which the children can share at carpet-time with their Pre-school friends. By the 
signing table there is the sharing box where items for the interesting table,  or to 
share at carpet time can go. This will ensure that the children’s lovely items will be 
shared with us all. If you could please label the item, that would help us at carpet  
time. Many thanks.

Allergies



We are kindly requesting that parents do not include kiwi or peanuts in children’s 
lunchboxes,  due  to  potential  and current  allergies  affecting  children in  our  care. 
Thank you in advance for your help in ensuring this happens.

Activities

The children spend most of the morning engaged in free play, with adults interacting 
to support and extend their learning as appropriate. At approximately 10am we have 
activities which are adult led running in various areas of pre-school, dependent on 
the activity, open to all children to have a go at. These will be activities based on an  
area (or more) of learning, linked to the topic in some way to entice the child to try 
out and practice a range of skills. We will aim to ensure that children do each of the 
activities, throughout the week, although our persuasive skills are not always up to it!  
Sometimes the  children will  want  to  do activities  twice  and this  can be a lovely 
opportunity to practise a new skill.  Children will be developing and extending their 
learning  through  all  of  the  play  they opt  to  do;  and  as  practitioners  we  will  be 
encouraging  and  supporting  their  knowledge  and  understanding,  in  a  fun  and 
spontaneous  way.  These  observations  will  be  recorded  in  your  child’s  learning 
journal. If your child is particularly interested in something at home we would love to 
hear about it. 

Wow

Don’t forget that if you have had any ‘Wow’ moments at home we would love to hear 
about it.  ‘At Home Wow Cows’ are available from your child’s Play Partner, or you 
can simply write a note, photocopy the drawing or writing, or give us a photograph. 
Any  records  of  ‘Wow’  moments  at  home  are  lovely  additions  to  your  children’s 
learning journals.

Suitable Clothing and Naming Clothes

Now the colder and wetter weather is upon us please make sure your child comes to 
Pre-school with suitable clothing - including waterproofs and wellies - so that they 
are able to continue to enjoy their outdoor play whilst hopefully keeping warm and 
dry!
It really does help us to match things up with their rightful owner if there is a name on 
everything.  This  is  even  more  important  now  that  there  are  extra  clothes  and 
waterproofs  in  Pre-school  for  Forest  School;  the  children  can  be  really  quite 
convincing when they take a shine to something!  

Take Home and Share Books

We have this lovely scheme up and running and would love you and your child to 
use it! In your child’s drawer over the next week there will be a named holder, which  
can be used to take and bring back books. There is a clipboard with the pink book 
box where you can sign the books in and out. This can be found by the children’s 



self-registration house. There will always be a member of staff nearby to ask if you’re 
unsure of how this scheme works. Happy reading and we look forward to hearing 
about the stories you have enjoyed together. Scrap packs are also available to take 
home for a weekend. The children have really enjoyed creating larger scale play 
around the scrap packs, and I am sure you would have fun using the resources in 
them to create your own play ideas – this would then inspire new exploration at Pre  
school! Again, please ask a member of staff if you are interested in taking advantage 
of this.

Pre-school AGM on Monday 16th November

This is being held at 7.45pm at 2 Pipehouse, Freshford, Bath, BA2 7UJ. All are wel
come to attend, but please could you let Claudia know in advance if you intend to 
come so we know numbers. 

Appeal for new Pre-school Treasurer

We are looking for a new trustee to take over the Treasurer role from Chloe Alexan
der, who has carried out the role since 2010. The role involves auditing the Cash
book against the bank statements on a monthly basis, arranging the independent ex
amination of the accounts, ensuring all financial control procedures are followed, and 
approving online and cheque payments set up by the Pre-school Business Manager 
on a weekly basis. Th expected time commitment is 30-60 minutes per month to 
audit Cashbook, check payroll, approve salaries and file accounting records, and 10 
minutes per week to approve payments. In addition, the Treasurer needs to attend 
committee meetings which take place 4 times per year. The Treasurer needs a good 
basic understanding of spreadsheets, including simple formulas, a basic understand
ing of business accounting procedures, and the time to log into the Pre-school bank 
account once a week to approve payments. Please speak to Claudia if you can help.

Fundraising

Many thanks to the fundraising committee team and all who helped on the day who 
organised a very successful Halloween party; I’m sure you will agree that great fun 
was had by all whilst raising a fantastic £528.30! The money has contributed to some 
fabulous new resources,  including the  small  world  wooden car  transporter,  small 
world  wooden plane,  egg shakers  for  music  and  rhythm,  lycra  fabric  for  dance, 
movement and parachute type games. The remainder will be spent enhancing the 
provisions in the garden and mud kitchen. We are all very excited about this, and are 
so grateful to everyone for such amazing support.



Unwanted visitors!

This term there have been some unwanted visitors in children’s hair, and it seems to 
be a persistent problem. There are schemes running which seeks to eradicate nits, 
and at Pre school we are hoping that parents will embrace this idea. It has been 
suggested that in order to banish these bugs,  Pre school families have a ‘head lice 
weekend’, when we will ask all Pre-school parents to check their children's hair at the 
same time, in the hope of getting on top of head lice and prevent re-infection. We are 
suggesting that on a Friday all children’s hair is checked. Here’s hoping our efforts 
are successful!

Training.

At Pre school  we pride ourselves on keeping our ideas and activities fresh,  and 
attending new training really helps with this.  Emily and Debbie are taking part in 
‘Active Storymaking; training, and this will bring great new ideas to carpet and small  
group activities. Debbie attended a music for Early Years training and has begun 
teaching the children some lovely new rhymes and songs, which the children have 
been heard singing during their free play – and at home! 

Emily has recently begun an exciting new venture at Bath Spa University.  She is 
enrolled  on  the  Early  Years  Initial  Teacher  Training  (EYITT)  PGCE at  Bath  Spa 
University. The programme will enable her to acquire the knowledge and skills she 
needs to be able to teach across the 0 to 5 age range and engage them with the 
educational continuum of expectations, curricula and teaching in key stage 1 and 2. 
She is on the employment based route, so the majority of her training will take place 
at  the  pre  school,  where  she  is  supported  by  her  mentor  Rosy.  Rosy  will  be 
observing Emily during our working days, and they will then be meeting every other 
week for one hour to discuss the outcomes of these observations. Emily’s Bath Spa 
University tutor  will  also  be coming in  to  observe Emily once a  term during  the 
academic  year.  In  addition  to  this  she  will  be  attending  lectures  at  Bath  Spa 
university on Fridays, where she will be learning about many new teaching initiatives 
which she will then be applying to our pre school, enriching the children’s learning 
experiences.
Emily will  be attending placements at some other schools over the course of the 
academic  year.  We  are  very  excited  about  this,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  form 
relationships with other settings and observe how they support their children to learn 
and develop.  Once these placements have been confirmed we will  notify you of 
when Emily will be absent and which of our wonderful supply team will be covering 
her.   
A large part of the course is centred on how children learn and develop, and how 
best this can be supported for each individual child. This will involve Emily making 
details observations of some of the children. These observations will, in turn allow 
the planning of activities and next steps to cater to each of these children’s interests 
and  abilities,  and  enable  us  to  support  their  learning  and  development.  The 



observations themselves will be included in your child’s learning journal along with 
their  day  to  day  observations.  All  the  observations  will  be  confidential  and 
anonymous.  Your  child’s play partner will  have a permission form at your  parent  
consultation next week, for you to give your permission for me use your child for 
these observations. If have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to Emily.
Dates for the Diary

Date Event
November
Wednesday
 4th, 11th,  18th, 25th

Forest School/ Forest Walks

 
Monday 9th, Tuesday 10th Parent consultations
Thursday 19th Pre-school Trip to Roman Baths
December
Wednesday 16th, 5.30pm Pre-school Christmas Play. We hold it 

at this time to enable all the children to 
come and so that working parents and 
siblings do not miss out on the 
opportunity to see our budding young 
actors!

Thursday 17th Christmas Party. No packed lunch is 
required on this day but we will ask you 
to sign up to bring  some yummy snacks 
for the children to share. 

Wednesday 2nd Forest School

Best Wishes

Debbie, Emily, Rosy, Jo and Claudia
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