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The Off-Leash Community: 
An Important Cultural Resource 
 

The off-leash community has special significance, not only to those who are part of it, but 

also to the community at large.  A village is necessary not just to raise children; a village (and 

its implied community) is necessary to keep us all civilized.  We have lost our “small town” 

relationships where neighbors knew one another, where the post office and general store 

were places where greetings and gossip were exchanged, and where a feeling of “belonging” 

was important. When people with off-leash dogs meet on a path, they greet each other.  

Often, the dogs meet, greet, and decide to play with each other.  Gradually, a community 

develops.  For many of us, it is our primary community.  It has replaced the neighborhoods 

where people used to socialize with each other.  It has replaced the work place and 

proverbial “water cooler” as people retire earlier, have shorter tenure with employers, or 

have turned to isolated work situations in their own home offices.  It has replaced the post 

office and small neighborhood stores as a gathering place.  Our families are often far away; 

we have moved away from our parents, and our grown children have moved out of the Bay 

Area.  Families with dogs and young children often find that their only family activity is a 

weekly romp with the kids and dog. For many families with dogs, the dogs ARE the family. 

 

The cultural significance of the off-leash community cannot be over-emphasized.  In an era 

that has seen increasing social isolation and increasing obesity, people that walk daily with 

their dogs are healthier (both physically and mentally) and happier.  Not only are they 

physically active once or twice a day, but they also develop relationships that extend far 

beyond the areas that they walk.  Whether it is adding to a circle of friends or merely seeing 

someone they know from the off-leash community at the supermarket or the library or on 

BART, the community seems a little more friendly.  For the health of the whole community, 

government agencies should be encouraging off-leash recreation! 

 

This submission contains researched rebuttals to the ANPR’s many erroneous assumptions, 

but it also has a heart and soul.  The photos that are included in this document are part of a 

project that was suggested by a number of people.  “How,” they asked “can we show what 

this community means to us?”  We have received copies of hundreds of letters that paint 
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amazing word pictures.  We have also received a huge response to the request for 

photographs that show the off-leash community.  A small portion of those photographs is 

included. 

 

Several agencies of the U.S. Government have commissioned photo projects: the Farm 

Security Administration, the WPA’s Federal Arts Project, and the War Relocation 

Administration among them.  Dorthea Lange and Ansel Adams are the best-known Bay 

Area residents who participated in these projects.   Photos documenting the horrific 

conditions of the Great Depression and the uprooting of Americans of Japanese descent 

were produced by the thousands.  These photographs are part of our history now.  We do 

not want our Photo Project to be only a part of history; off-leash dog walking in the 

Golden Gate National Recreation area is an historic recreational activity, and we believe it 

should continue to contribute to the overall health and well being of our entire community.   

It is a cultural resource worth protecting. If it takes a Section 7 exception to the general 

regulations for the Park Service to preserve an activity and community that has existed on 

GGNRA lands since long before the Park Service was granted any jurisdiction on these 

lands, then let that exception be granted.  Meanwhile, the Park Service needs to recognize 

that enforcing a regulation in traditional off-leash areas is destroying a cultural resource. 


