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Unit 2: Why does Race, Class and Gender still matter? 
 
September  
22:   Final Assessment due: “Who am I?” essay 
  *Begin “Race, Class, Gender” unit  
 * Close-Read:  “Where is the Love” 
 HW: What community issue and global issue to you feel matters today? 
 
25: Close-Read in class: “Who does race, class and gender matter?” 
 HW:  1-2 page reflection on the same question 
 
26: Film Response: Documentary “When the Levees Broke” What does it mean to be  
 a citizen. 
 “levee”:  an embankment designed to prevent the flooding of a river 
 HW:  1-2 page response “What Type of Citizen are you?” 
 Personally Responsible Citizen, Participatory Citizen, Justice-Oriented Citizen 
 
29: Film Response: Documentary “When the Levees Broke” 

In Class Reading:  “The Geography of Social Vulnerability:  Race, Class, and Catastrophe” and “Does 
George W. Bush Care About Black People? 
HW: 1-2 page response: “Did the legacies of slavery and the Jim Crow system of segregation have an 
impact on who was most at risk in the aftermath of Katrina?” 

 
October 
2: In Class Paired Reading:  “Racism without ‘Racists’” or “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible 

Knapsack” 
 Discussion Share Protocol – “Save the Last Word for ME” 
 HW:  “A Different Mirror” 
 
3: Socratic Seminar:  “A Different Mirror” 
 
6:   Understanding Class in America 
 Excerpts from “Class Matters” The New York Times 

HW: Write a 3-5 page personal essay that reflects on how your own class status affects your current 
lives and long-term aspirations. You should feel free to be creative in your writing, and to focus on the 
issues and events you feel are most relevant to your own lives.  
The following can guide you through this essay: 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

-How does your class status influence the decisions you make in your life? 
-Do you believe that your class status helps or hinders your life goals? How? 
-Do you have a positive role model in your life? If so, who is it and what influence does s/he have on you? 
-Is there a person or people in your life who you fear may be negative influences? Are you taking steps to minimize their influence on 
you? 
-What opportunities in your life, if any, may contribute to your future success? 
-What obstacles in your life, if any, may make it difficult for you to achieve success? 
 
FAMILY STRUCTURE 



Crystal Fresco Gifford  The Facing History School 
Senior Institute 12 
-What is your current family structure? 
-Has it changed? If so, when, how and why? 
-What do you think is the ideal family structure? Why? 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND HOME LIFE 
-Where do you live and how long have you lived there? 
-How would you characterize where you live? Does it support you or make it difficult to do school work etc.? 
-If you have moved, where else have you lived? Is your current situation better, worse or about the same? 
-Where would you like to live? 
 
EDUCATION 
-Do you plan to go to college? If so, where and for what? If not, what are your plans after high school? 
-Do people in your life (family, friends, neighbors) encourage you to continue your education? 
-Have other people (grandparents, parents, siblings) in your family gone to and/or graduated from college? How does their 
experience affect your feelings about the kind of education you plan to earn? 
 
CAREER/EMPLOYMENT 
-What career do you imagine for yourself? 
-What steps must you take in order to achieve your career goals? 
-How easy or difficult do you imagine it will be to achieve those goals? Why? 
-Do you work now? If so, does your current job prepare you for your future career? 
 
LUXURIES 
-What kinds of luxuries do you enjoy (television, music, vacations, etc.)? 
-What kinds of luxuries do you hope to have in the future? 
 
10:  Understanding Gender:  “A White Woman of Color” by Julia Alvarez 

1.  Briefly summarize the main argument(s) that particularly interest you (one or two paragraphs only). You do 
not need to address all of the arguments made in a set of readings 
2.  Outline in one or two pages the major contributions and weaknesses of the arguments 

 
16:  Final Assessment Rough Draft Due – Peer Editing 
 
17: TBD 
 
Unit 3: Understanding the Election 
 
October 
20:   Final Assessment Due 
 Understanding the Democratic Process 
 The Voting Process/Electorial College 
 
23: Meet the Candidates 
  
24: What are the Issues? 
 
27: The Mass Media and the Campaign 
 
30: Mock Debates/Town Hall Style 
 
31:   TBD 
 
November 
3:   Mock Elections
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Unit 2: Final Assessment: “Why does Race, Class and Gender Still Matter?” 
mini-research essay 

 
In this research essay, you are to explore the idea of “Race, Class and Gender?”  In this essay, you will first 
define the ideas of race, class and gender and consider how they may effects you. 
 
Next further explore the idea of race, class and/or gender and how it may affect the community you live in and 
the people that surround you.  Why does it still matter in the lives of others?  Especially take note of the title of 
this course, how does race, class and gender still matter in our urban city, does it cause change?  
You are expected to use at least 2 resources and cite those resources, this can include an interview, magazine 
article, newspaper article, film, etc. 
 
 
Details:  

• A cover page with you name, title of assignment, title of piece, class title and date 
• Includes a final draft and rough draft with peer edits 
• Typed double-spaced and Times New Roman 12 point font  
• Page requirements 4-6 pages in length 
• Using proper MLA format for citing sources (you must use at least 2 different resources for your 

research paper) 
 


