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Unit 1: Personal Identity – Who am I? 
 
September  
 
4:  Welcome, Introduction to course, Syllabus received 
 
5:  Looking at identity: “My Name” and “The Past” 
 
8:  Signed syllabus due, 3 paragraphs “The Past” due 
 Lesson: Understanding Personal Identity through literature 
 
11:  Read Global Youth Culture and Youth Identity  
 Text Rendering Protocol/Found Poem 
 
12:  In Class Reading: Identity Jigsaw 
 
15: Close Read: Chapter One Dreams from My Father 

Written Response:  How is Barrack Obama facing his identity? Use particular 
examples from the chapter. 
 

18:  TBD 
 
19:  1st draft of “Who am I?” essay due.  

In class peer editing. 
 

22:  Final Assessment due: “Who am I?” essay 
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Final Assessment: “Who am I?” essay 

 
In this creative writing piece, you are to explore the idea of “Who am I?”  In this essay, 
you will first define “identity” and consider who you are and what you value. This essay 
explores, explains, discovers, describes, or recreates in a compelling way some aspect of 
your self, your identity. The paper should be written in a first person point of view to go 
along with its expressive purpose. You may also use examples from the readings and 
discussions surrounding the idea of “identity” over the course of this unit. 
 
Generating ideas about "Identity" 
 
What is "identity"? Is this a question that's ever troubled you or that you've ever given 
thought to?  
 
Who defines who you are? Do you define yourself all by yourself, or do you have help? 
Can a person define oneself without help? Who have been your powerful influences-
parents, friends, community, the "larger culture," the shopping mall, your political 
leaders, the mass media? 
 
What roles do you play in your everyday life that help you define who you are? Which of 
these roles do you find most influential? Have you ever assumed a role that was an 
uncomfortable fit at first but which in the end had a profound effect on your sense of who 
you are? Do you find yourself burdened by any of your roles? 
 
Do you see yourself as essentially an individual or as essentially like everyone else? Are 
you more comfortable on your own, or being "part of the crowd"? Which do you think is 
considered more "normal"? (Why?) Is it possible to "do your own thing" and still feel 
accepted? Is it ever a source of conflict, a source of trouble when you have the desire to 
go against the grain? 
 
What do you consider the most "authentic" aspect(s) of your identity? Consider 
"authentic" to mean that aspect or those aspects of your self which haven't been imposed 
on you from outside (pre-packaged and ready to wear), but which you developed more 
intimately, either following your own inner resources or the example of those close to 
you. 
 
Details:  

• A cover page with you name, title of assignment, title of piece, class title and 
date 

• Includes a final draft and rough draft with peer edits 
• Typed double-spaced and Times New Roman 12 point font  
• Page requirements 3-5 pages in length 
• Using proper MLA format for citing sources 


