
Advanced Placement United States History Academic Plan 
Facing History High School 

Crystal Fresco Gifford 
 
Class meets during E block.  
Office Hours: Fridays 3-4pm/Monday and Wednesday 2nd Lunch  
Email: fhscrystalg@gmail.com 
Website: http://fhscrystalg.googlepages.com 
 

Course Overview 
 

Welcome to AP United States History! In this college level course we will examine the 
development of the United States from pre-Columbian times through the present. In order to 
understand our domestic and foreign issues within that time we will analyze all of the 
intertwined themes below and use primary/secondary source readings, writing assignments, class 
lectures, discussions, seminars, art, music, simulations, evening film reviews, and group projects. 
You will be taught the skill of historical analysis and writing, persuasive speaking, and oral 
presentations. 
 
AP US History is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a college survey 
course.  This course can potentially earn students college credit.  The course is a survey of 
American history from the age of exploration to the present day. 
 
Solid reading and writing skills, a willingness to devote considerable time for homework and 
study, and a desire to engage in historical inquiry will be critical requirements for the course.  
Emphasis will be placed on critical thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original 
documents, and historiography. 
 
I will give you essential questions and learning objectives each day. If you have any difficulty in 
this course please ask for clarification during the class or make time to meet with me. If you are 
getting a C grade or lower in the course I will ask you to stay during office hours to make sure 
you are getting the support you need. Though success ultimately rest in your hands I give you my 
assurance I will make every effort to help you succeed and make this an extraordinary learning 
experience. So once again I want to welcome you to AP United States History and encourage 
you once again to do your very best! 
 
Why is learning this important?   
For what it is worth, I would argue that the benefit to studying US History is to gain a better 
understanding and appreciation for the state that we are in today.  Studying this nation’s history 
will broaden your perspective about the events and issues facing you and this nation today – not 
in order to solve them, but to better explain and understand them.  History is a constant state of 
asking and seeking answers to the ‘why’ question, and you will hopefully find that even the 
answers are up for questioning.   
 
Some overarching questions that will guide us throughout the year are: 

• “What does government have to do with my life?”  
• “What is History?”   
• “How does my life today, have any connection to the past?”   
• “Never doubt that a committed group of individuals can change the world.  Indeed, it is 

the only thing that has.”  



 
Course Objectives 

- Develop an appreciation for the study of history 
- Develop skills to analyze evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. 
- Develop a better understanding of political institutions, social and cultural developments, 

diplomacy, and economic trends 
- Utilize themes and topics listed in the AP US History Course Description, including:  

American Diversity, American Identity, Culture, Demographic Changes, Economic 
Transformations, Environment, Globalization, Politics and Citizenship, Reform, 
Religion, Slavery and its Legacy, and War and Diplomacy 

- Develop analytical and interpretation skills for a variety of primary sources 
- Improve writing skills through several practice DBQs and standard essays per term 
- Demonstrate mastery of the course by taking the AP US History Exam in May and the 

New York State Regents Exam in June 
- Demonstrate mastery of the course and content by presenting a humanities panels during 

your first or second semester. 
 

Required Readings 
Text: 

The Americas. McDougal Littell. 
Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas Bailey.  The American Pageant. 

(Boston, Mass:  Houghton Mifflin Co., 2006). 
 
Secondary Texts:  

Zinn, Howard.   A People’s History of the United States:  Teaching Edition (New York: 
The New Press, 2003)  

 
Along with a variety of other novels, documents, maps, charts, graphs, and political cartoons 
handed out in class. 
 

Grading Policy 
 

Homework     30% 
Classwork/Participation    20% 
Essays/Projects (including PBAT) 30% 
Test/Quizes    20%  
 

• This is an Advanced Placement course – therefore NO LATE ASSIGNMETS will be 
accepted. If you have an excused absence you have 48 hours to turn in the missing 
assignment. 

• If you have an excused absence for a test or quiz, you must make it up no later than 1 
week after the absence during my office hours.   

• Each day a project or essay is turned in late, you will be deducted 1 full grade off the 
score (for example, if you earned an “A” on the essay but turned in the assignment 1 day 
late you will be given a score of a “B”) 

 



 
 

Tentative Calendar of Events 
Cycle #1 (Sept-Nov. Early Colonies to New Republic and the Age of Jefferson  
Cycle #2 (Dec-Feb)  Age of Jackson to Civil War (plus panel presentation) 
Cycle #3 (Mar-early May) Westward Expansion to Cold War (plus AP test) 
Cycle #4 (post-exam)  Civil Rights to present (plus regents) 

 
 
 
 
Each month/unit you will receive assignments and required reading, below is our first 

month’s assignments. 
 
 
September 
 
4: Review Academic Plan. Complete: Nacirema Tribe reading and handout. 
8: Academic Plan signed and due.  Columbus Jigsaw 
9: The Americas:  Chapter 3 – The Colonies Come of Age 
11: Complete handout: Mapping the 13 colonies 
12: 13 Colonies Map quiz 
15: American Life in the 17th century 
16: Project Homework:  Colonial Persuasive Handbill 
19: Colonial Handbill presentations 
22: Early Colonies Test 
23: The Americas: Chapter 4 – The War for Independence 
25: Group Inquiry:  Colonial Unrest Matrix 
26: Primary Source analysis: Common Sense 
29: Primary Source analysis: Declaration of Independence 
 Home Assignment:  the Declaration in our society today – current events article 
 
 
Save all your work from this year. It will be used during the AP reviews in Spring. 
   
 
* The instructor may amend the syllabus and course outline to adjust for unforeseeable events at 
school. College Board themes and concepts will remain unchanged unless amended by the 
College Board.* 



 
 Student/Parent/Guardian Contact information and Confirmation of Understanding 
 
Student Name (Print):       _________________________________ 
 
Student Signature (Print): _________________________________ 
  
Student email: ______________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name(s) (Print):    __________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian email:_________________________________ 
 
Parent(s) Phone Home:___________________________  
 
Cell (optional)_____________________ 
 
  
 
Signing this form acknowledges that you have read this packet and understand the unique 
requirements and workload of this course. 
 
  
 
Please turn this form in to receive some HW credit. Thank You! 
 
 
 


