
Pictorial essay of downtown Eugene.

Subject: It is a necessity that our Mayor, 

City Council, City Manager and chief of 

Police and citizens clean up downtown 

Eugene to make it habitabal to Investors, 

new businesses, existing merchants, local 

customers and visitors to our area. 

The Eugene Mayor, 
City Council, 
City Manager, and 
the Chief of Police

Volume One:

To: 



We have lived in the Eugene 
area, on and off since 1954, and 
love our city and the surrounding 
Lane County. 

We have watched a continual 
decline in our city and Lane County 
due to what is called “shifting 
values.”

It now has reached critical 
proportions in our city and we 
continue to hear elected-government 
officials indicate that they cannot 
understand why they are having 
difficulty locating investors and 
businesses for the downtown area.

Private security 
is a cost to local 

businesses in the 
downtown area 

which should not 
be necessary.

In addition, government officials do 
not understand why the populace will 
not come to visit the vendors in 
downtown Eugene. 

Based on the premise that a picture is 
worth a thousand words, we offer you a 
pictorial explanation of the ugly problems 
which must be corrected before any new 
programs such as “Eugene Counts” can 
be successful.

Please enjoy the pictorial display 
below and after looking at each picture 
scroll down to find a brief list of solutions 
that can clean our house and get ready for 
invitees.
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This is why security is needed.

Would you like to arrive at 
your business to open for 
business and find this?

Or this?
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Or park 
and shop 

here?

Pretty streets 
covered in trash.

Would you like 
to shop here?
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Everyone has a dog 
and a majority of 
them are unlicensed 
and cause challenges 
for shoppers!

Such as, these dog feces found on 
Broadway and Willamette St.

Would you like to step around that?



Let’s take a stroll 
down the sidewalk.

It is not inhabited 
but the street is.

Note opened beer 
container.

A bi-product 
of our “change 
in values” and 

allowing people to 
loiter.

What if this was 
your business??

This may be an 
exchange while 
someone sleeps 
undisturbed in 

the street.
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A midday stop to 
ask your customers 

for money.

Do you want 
to go downtown 

and be approached 
by this?

Hanging in 
downtown.

Do you want to 
pass by this on your 
way to shopping or 
doing business in 
downtown?

Note blanket in 
midday on the 
Broadway Plaza. 
Is this loitering?

7



Midday in the heart of 
our downtown district.

Is this vagrancy-
loitering?

Is this what the citizens 
of Eugene want?

Note unlicensed dog 
with sign asking for 
money in front of a 
new business, yet to 

be opened.

Is this what the 
business owner 

expected when they 
signed the lease?

Broadway Plaza at midday.

Do you think this may be a 
part of the Eugene city center 

problem with securing investors, 
relocated businesses, and patrons 

to our downtown area?
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Unlicensed street 
vendors and 
unlicensed dogs 
at the new bus 
terminal.

Is this vagrancy-
loitering and does 
the dog have a 
license?

Is this what 
shoppers want 
to see in our 
downtown area?

Midday nap 
in the heart of 
Eugene complete 
with blanket and 
bedding.

Is this acceptable to 
our mayor and city 
council?.
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Do patrons to the 
downtown area 

want to dodge the 
bikes and skate 

boards?

Currently, security 
is necessary for 
downtown and 

an added cost to 
having a business in 
the downtown area.
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Even the new library has 
a loitering problem.

Would you want to go 
to the library to dodge 
thru this and hear the “f ” 
word continually?

As the sun sets 
on Eugene the 
crowds grow thus 
eliminating the 
desire for many to 
visit the downtown 
area for a meal?

Time for an early 
evening nap for the 
older generation as 
the newer generation 
searches for a place 
to sleep or a place to 
beg for money with 
their sign.
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Only a minor sign 
of the downtown 

vandalism but none 
the less a sign.

Shop owners can 
describe other 

forms of vandalism 
in detail if asked.

Skateboards and 
bikes on sidewalks.

Is the dog licensed?

Dusk in the 
heart of the city!
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Sunsets on the city and 
socialization starts.

Would you feel 
comfortable on this 
corner after dark while 
out for your evening 
walk or on your way 
to patronize a local 
eatery?

We all dream of 
tax free income.

Everyone is a vet 
and everyone claims 
homelessness when 
if the truth were 
known . . . well??

So moving outside 
of the downtown 
city we find the 
professional street 
solicitor picking 
bugs.

Is this what we 
want our city to 
be known for?
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There are a number of solutions 
that can help enhance the City 
of Eugene and it’s ability to draw 
investors, business owners, and 
shoppers to Eugene downtown. 
However, before those programs can 
be successful(Eugene Counts), the 
problems identified in the pictorial 
display above must be corrected. Here 
are a partial listing of those solutions:

1. Create, implement and enforce 
a vagrancy law for Eugene and 
the surrounding area. Other 
communities have done this 
successfully and have withstood 
the court test in their state. 
Oregon can do the same.

2. Create, implement and enforce a 
loitering law for Eugene and the 
surrounding area. 

3. Authorize the City Police 
volunteers, Lane Transit Authority, 
and the University of Oregon Police 
to issue citations for dogs without 
licenses, vagrancy, loitering and bike 
or skateboarding on public sidewalks 
and plazas. 

4. Authorize the City Police to issue 
citations for dogs without licenses, 
vagrancy, and loitering.

5. Involve LCARA in the dog license 
and control matter in Eugene and 
surrounding area. Remove the cap 
on LCARA and inscent LCARA 

The net effect of all this is the 
exodus of paying customers 

and businesses from the 
downtown area.

Can downtown Eugene attract 
new business, maintain the 

businesses that are still there, 
and return paying customers?

It is up to city government to 
answer that question by their 

actions.
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to be responsible for aggressive 
enforcement of dog laws in 
downtown.

6. Authorize the Chamber of 
Commerce “Red Hats” to issue 
citations for dogs without licenses 
and bike riding and skateboarding 
on public sidewalks and City owned 
plazas. “Red Hats” should also have 
the authority and responsibility to 
report vagrancy and loitering to the 
Eugene Police or Police Volunteers 
for action.

7. Enact and/or enforce a law 
forbidding the use of City owned 
property for the use of soliciting and 
operating none licensed businesses 
on City owned property. Other 
communities have successfully 
implemented such ordinances. 

 These seven actions will help to 
move the problem out of the area and 
remove the reputation that Eugene has 
received as a home for those who want 
to conduct themselves as those in the 
pictorial display.

This action will lift the handcuffs from 
our Police force and allow them to do the 
job that we the citizens hire them to do. 
All of these actions can be implemented 
by the Eugene City Council and the 
Mayor.

Then and only then can we move 
forward with Eugene Counts and other 
programs to help bring businesses, 
investors, and patrons back to Eugene. 
There will be those naysayers who will say 
Oregon law does not allow this.

Which will you be, a naysayer or 
someone who truly wants the Eugene 
downtown area to thrive and prosper. 
Skipping and/or not taking actions to 
clean our house will only lead to further 
programs that have been expensive to 
taxpayers and ultimately failed. Let’s 
go forward, identify and implement 
solutions and make EUGENE 
COUNT!!!!
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