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INAUGURAL ISSUE 
Over that past few years we have transitioned from an HOA that was managed 
by the developer to one managed by our own elected board. As with any en-
deavor, greater freedom brings with it greater responsibility. While we have 
experienced  some challenges during this transition, many things have gone 
smoothly. But one challenge that any organization faces regardless of age is 
communications - we are no different. However, experience tells us that the 
best way to meet this challenge is to embrace not one but many different 
means since we all have different styles for receiving and sharing information. 
To help with communications we have set up channels such as the SBB office, 
Crime Watch, Board email address and the website as avenues for raising is-
sues or questions.  But these don't fully address our needs in keeping the en-
tire community informed. So, with spring upon us it is fitting that we give 
birth to our HOA newsletter. 
  
Many of you have probably shared my experience in wondering what is going 
on in our community from time to time.  As is in our nature, we often find it 
easy to see the problems and things that are not addressed and assume some-
one is aware and taking steps to address them. As I have learned, this is not 
always the case. Even in our small community, there are a lot of things to keep 
up with and as members we have the responsibility to let the Board or man-
agement company know so they can direct the appropriate resources to ad-
dress them. However, in some cases those resources may be "us". For exam-
ple, last year we experienced crimes in our community after which we saw 
neighbors led by Pam Parham step up to help organize our Crime Watch and 
create an email based alert network.  She was quickly joined by others who 
took on the responsibility of Block Captains and worked to help neighbors 
meet each other. We learned in the process that the best defense against crime 
in our community is each other. This is but one example of how each of us in 
some simple way can make our neighborhood a better and safer place for our 
families. 
  
I encourage each of you to use this spring as a time to take a walk through our 
community, meet your neighbors, enjoy the wildlife and emerging greenery 
and look for some way that you may help - even if it is as simple as keeping a 
watchful eye  and letting others know what you see.      

-Editor 
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New fountain and landscaping improvements coming soon. 

Greetings Neighbors!  I am pleased to report that the winter months have been 
quiet in terms of crime in our community. However, this is typical of cold 
weather months and so as the temperature rises let's not let the crime rate rise 
with it. With the warmer weather comes more activity in our neighborhood from  
lawn and landscaping services, making it easier for criminals to move about 
more freely when they know we expect to see unrecognized vehicles and workers.  
It is important that we not let our guard down; so take note of anything that 
seems to be out of the ordinary. Recording a license plate number and a descrip-
tion if you have suspicions can be immensely helpful if something should hap-
pen. Of course, if you have real concerns, you should report it to the police im-
mediately. As much as I'd like to think that all of the steps that we have taken so 
far have contributed to the slow down of crime, it never seems to be enough. So 
let's continue our work to make this community an undesirable target for crime. 
 
On another note, traffic safety has become a huge concern for our residents.  Ar-
guably this is a crime watch issue as it pertains to obeying laws, but it is also a 
civic responsibility.  It has been brought to my attention that both adults and 
teenagers are speeding and failing to completely stop at the stop signs.  For the 
protection of our children and our neighbors, let's practice safe driving in our 
neighborhood. The  few seconds of time you might gain by speeding puts our 
residents and most importantly our children at risk. If you have teen drivers, 
please discuss this with them. I'm certain none of them would want to be respon-
sible for harming another person. A simple reminder may be all that is needed to  
prevent an accident or tragedy. 
  
Happy Spring and stay safe!" 

-Pam Parham, Crime Watch 

indiancreekhoacrimewatch@gmail.com 

FROM THE BOARD... 

WATCHING OUT... 

Your Board of Directors is comprised of your neighbors and elected by you for one 
year terms in October. The current Board has met twice with its next meeting 
planned for later in March. While SBB is contracted as the management company 
to handle specific day-to-day matters, your Board is responsible for managing the  
HOA. As a volunteer board, it relies on other volunteers to get much of the work 
done.  

Discussions around beautifying and maintaining our community park continue to 
be an area of focus for your Board.  We are currently entertaining bids to replace 
the fountain in the southwest pond, and plant new trees around the park.  In ad-
dition, we are also working to replace the landscaping in the Creek Valley en-
trances.  The Indian Run entrances, as you may have noticed, were updated last 
year. 

Your Board currently acts as the governing body of the Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC) since no association member volunteered at last year’s annual 
meeting.  It’s not too late, however; if you’re interested in an active participation 
role in your community, we encourage you to sign up -- the ACC is still looking for 
volunteers.  For more information on the specific functions of the committee, 
please visit www.estatesofindiancreek.com. 

-Doug Luse, Board President 
indiancreekhoabod@gmail.com 

Things Your Burglar Won't 
Tell You 

Of course I look familiar. I was 
here just last week cleaning your 
carpets, painting your shutters, 
or delivering your new refrigera-
tor. 

I always knock first. If you an-
swer, I'll ask for directions some-
where or offer to clean your gut-
ters.. (Don't take me up on it.) 

Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. 
Sometimes, I dress like a lawn 
guy and carry a rake. I do my best 
to never, ever look like a crook.  

The two things I hate most: loud 
dogs and nosy neighbors. 

I'll break a window to get in, 
even if it makes a little noise. If 
your neighbor hears one loud 
sound, he'll stop what he's doing 
and wait to hear it again. If he 
doesn't hear it again, he'll just go 
back to what he was doing. It's 
human nature. 

Sources: Convicted burglars in  North 
Carolina, Oregon, California, and  Ken-
tucky; security consultant Chris McGoey, 
who runs crimedoctor.com; and Richard 
T. Wright, a criminology professor at the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, who 
interviewed 105 burglars for his book 
Burglars on the Job. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 
Some of you may have noticed on two occasions this past year  that  two white 

panel vans showed up along our common area carrying a group of about six men 

and women. After unloading their equipment, they donned back packs and pro-

tective gear and then set off hiking down to Indian Creek on the far side of our 

ponds. As it turned out, our creek was randomly selected by the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) as part of a nationwide survey of the condition of 

the nation’s rivers and streams. The purpose of this study is to help citizens and 

government agencies measure the health of our waters, take actions to prevent 

pollution, and evaluate the effectiveness of protection and restoration efforts. 

This survey is a collaborative effort involving dozens of state environmental and 

natural resource agencies, 

federal agencies, universi-

ties and other organiza-

tions. The sampling is done 

by state water quality staff 

or EPA contractors and in-

cludes water quality sam-

pling and habitat assess-

ments. 

Our neighborhood is situ-

ated by one of 1800 sample 

sites selected to represent 

the condition of rivers and streams across the lower 48 states. Half are large 

streams and rivers, and half are “wadeable” streams selected randomly using a 

statistical survey design to represent the population of rivers and streams in their 

ecological region—the geographic area in which climate, ecological features, and 

plant and animal communities are similar. 

The EPA intends to issue a report on the findings  in 2011. Before the final publish 

date, draft reports will be made available to the public for review and comment. 

For more information visit: www.epa.gov/owow/riverssurvey/  

REMEMBER... 

HOA Fees are due by April 1. 

Home Chemical Collec-

tion & E-Waste Collection 

Day 

On April 24, from 9 am to 3 pm, 

the City of Carrollton will be team-

ing up with the Dallas Area House-

hold Hazardous Waste Network to 

host a special household chemical 

collection day at 1441 West Trinity 

Mills. The following can be saved 

and recycled at this time: pool and 

yard chemicals, craft/hobby sup-

plies, all kinds of batteries, automo-

tive fluids, oil filters, gasoline, paint, 

home repair products, household 

cleaners and polishes, and fluores-

cent light tubes. Except for moni-

tors and TVs, which will require a 

recycling fee, all types of electronics 

will also be accepted free of charge 

at this event. For more information, 

visit: www.cityofcarrollton.com 

Residents of Carrollton 

earn RecycleBank Re-

ward Points based upon the 

amount of recycling that is collected 

from their neighborhood. The more 

a neighborhood recycles, the more 

RecycleBank Points they will earn. 

Reward Points can be redeemed for 

rewards and discounts at both local 

and national restaurants, retailers 

and  to support charitable organiza-

tions. Visit RecycleBank.com for 

more details. 

If you know of events or information 

that you would like your neighbors 

to know about, send us an email at 

i n d i a n c r e e k h o a n e w s l e t -

ter@gmail.com. 

Even for life-long Texans, this winter has been  rather unusual. February 12, 2010. 
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ESTATES OF INDIAN CREEK HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 

The Estates of Indian Creek Homeowners Association in-
cludes residents of both Estates of Indian Creek and Dominion 
at Indian Creek.  Your elected board of directors oversees the 
operations and business of the  HOA.  

The HOA works to promote a community spirit and quality 
of life for the residents by sponsoring  and overseeing a variety 
of activities and initiatives such as block parties, neighborhood 
Crime Watch, beautification and landscaping. 

Information can be found at: www.estatesofindiancreek.com 

Newsletter Editor: Gary Tatsch 
indiancreekhoanewsletter@gmail.com 

Website: Tess Luse 
indiancreekhoainfo@gmail.com 

Crime Watch: Pam Parham 
indiancreekhoacrimewatch@gmail.com 

Board President: Doug Luse 
indiancreekhoabod@gmail.com 

Disclaimer: Estates of Indian Creek HOA does not 
endorse and cannot guarantee the quality, or reli-
ability of any services or products referenced or 
advertised herein. 

Front Page Photo of Swans: © Copyright 2004 Gary Tatsch. 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 

© Copyright 2010 Estates of Indian Creek Homeowners 
Association. All Rights Reserved. 

ABOUT YOUR NEIGHBORS... 

We live in a diverse community that  includes an amazing 

range of interests. One of our residents—in  addition to his 

daytime job—is a member of  the band Definitely Maybe. 

They have performed on several occasions for our HOA 

events and regularly provide entertainment  through out the 

North Texas area  for corporate events, charities, weddings, 

clubs and just about  anything involving live  music. In April, 

you will have the chance to support not only a neighbor, but a 

local business as well. On April 9th, Definitely Maybe will be 

performing at The Arena  Sports Bar and Grill on Hebron just 

west of 121. The Arena is a non-smoking facility, and there is no cover charge to enjoy the live music. This is 

an excellent opportunity  for us to get together as neighbors and support a local business at the same time. 

You can follow the band at their web-

site: www.definitelymaybe.net  

Definitely Maybe at last June’s Crime Watch Kickoff Party . 

Estates of Indian Creek HOA 
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE? 

If you have a story that would be interesting to your neighbors, 

send us an email briefly describing the story with your contact in-

formation to indiancreekhoanewsletter@gmail.com and we will 

contact you for more details. 

If you own a business that you would like your neighbors to know 

about,  send us a description of what you do (with artwork if you 

have it) and will  try and include it whenever we can. 
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