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“Marigolds” DIDLS/Tone/ Close Reading and Analysis 
 
Instructions:  Read and annotate the following passage from “Marigolds.”  Remember to follow the DIDLS process we 
established in class to complete your analysis.   
 

We crept to the edge of the bushes that bordered the narrow road in front of Miss Lottie’s place. She was 

working placidly, kneeling over the flowers, her dark hand plunged into the golden mound. Suddenly zing—an 

expertly aimed stone cut the head off one of the blossoms.  

“Who out there?” Miss Lottie’s backside came down and her head came up as her sharp eyes searched the 

bushes. “You better git!” We had crouched down out of sight in the bushes, where we stifled the giggles that 

insisted on coming. Miss Lottie gazed warily across the road for a moment, then cautiously returned to her 

weeding. Zing—Joey sent a pebble into the blooms, and another marigold was beheaded.  

Miss Lottie was enraged now. She began struggling to her feet, leaning on a rickety cane and shouting. “Y’all 

git! Go on home!” Then the rest of the kids let loose with their pebbles, storming the flowers and laughing 

wildly and senselessly at Miss Lottie’s impotent rage. She shook her stick at us and started shakily toward the 

road crying, “Git ’long! John Burke! John Burke, come help!”  

Then I lost my head entirely, mad with the power of inciting such rage, and ran out of the bushes in the storm of 

pebbles, straight toward Miss Lottie, chanting madly, “Old witch, fell in a ditch, picked up a penny and thought 

she was rich!” The children screamed with delight, dropped their pebbles, and joined the crazy dance, swarming 

around Miss Lottie like bees and chanting, “Old lady witch!” while she screamed curses at us. The madness 

lasted only a moment, for John Burke, startled at last, lurched out of his chair, and we dashed for the bushes just 

as Miss Lottie’s cane went whizzing at my head.  

 
1. After annotating for DICTION, what patterns/trends do you notice? 

   

  

 

2. After annotating for IMAGES, what patterns/trends do you notice? 
  

 

 

3. After annotating for DETAILS, what patterns/trends do you notice? 
 

 

 

4. After annotating for LANGUAGE, what patterns/trends to you notice? 
 
 
 
 

5. After annotating for SYNTAX, what patterns/trends to you notice? 
 
 
 
 

6. Determine the tone of this passage. 
 



 

DIDLS: The Key to TONE 

DIDLS 
Diction – the connotation of the word choice 

Images – vivid appeals to understanding through the senses – concrete language 
Details – facts that are included or those that are omitted 

Language – the overall use of language, such as formal, clinical, jargon 
Sentence Structure – how structure affects the reader’s attitude 
 

Diction - the connotation of the word choice 

What words does the author choose? Consider his/her word choice compared to another. Why 
did the author choose that particular word? What are the connotations of that word choice?  

Different words for the same thing often suggest different attitudes toward that thing.  For 
example, what is the difference between “happy” and “content”?  How about “happy” and 

“ecstatic”? 
Laugh: guffaw, chuckle, titter, giggle, cackle, snicker, roar 

Self-confident: proud, conceited, egotistical, stuck-up, haughty, smug, condescending 
House: home, hut, shack, mansion, cabin, home, residence 

Old: mature, experienced, antique, relic, senior, ancient 
Fat: obese, plump, corpulent, portly, porky, burly, husky, full-figured 
 

Images - vivid appeals to understanding through the senses  

What images does the author use? What does he/she focus on in a sensory (sight, touch, taste, 

smell, etc.) way? 

The images a speaker/writer chooses to present suggest her attitude toward her subject.  For 
example, if a narrator visiting a farm describes the awful smells rather than the beautiful 

countryside, her description would tell us something about her attitude. 
Look for metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, understatement, synecdoche, 

metonymy, oxymoron, paradox, overstatement, symbol, irony, puns and allusions.  Also look for 
sound devices: alliteration, repetition, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, and rhyme. 
The use of vivid descriptions or figures of speech that appeal to sensory experiences helps to 

create the author’s tone. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Details - facts that are included or those that are omitted  

What details are does the author choose to include? What do they imply? What does the author 
choose to exclude? What are the connotations of their choice of details? PLEASE NOTE: Details 

are facts or fact-lets. They differ from images in that they don't have a strong sensory appeal. 

Details are most commonly the facts given by the author or speaker as support for the attitude 
or tone. 

 
If a speaker recalls the exact moment in time or the exact date that something happened, the 

reader has a better sense of the speaker’s attitude.  Also, if the speaker notes a specific type of 
something, like a “French poodle” rather than a “dog,” there is likely something of importance to 
consider. 
 

The speaker’s perspective shapes what details are given. 
 

Language – 1) the overall use of language, such as formal, clinical, jargon  

What is the overall impression of the language the author uses? Does it reflect education? A 

particular profession? Intelligence? Is it plain? Ornate? Simple? Clear? Figurative? Poetic? Make 
sure you don't skip this step. 

An ambassador speaks differently than Huck Finn who speaks differently than a doctor who 

speaks differently than a police officer.  The type of overall language used reveals something 
about the speaker’s attitude. 
 

Consider language to be the entire body of words used in a text, not simply isolated bits of 
diction. 

 
• When I told Dad that I had goofed the exam, he blew his top. (slang) 
• I had him on the ropes in the fourth and if one of my short rights had connected,    

he’d have gone down for the count. (jargon) 
• A close examination and correlation of the most reliable current economic indexes      

justifies the conclusion that the next year will witness a continuation of the  present, 
upward market trend. (turgid, pedantic) 

 
Like word choice, the language of a passage has control over tone. 

Syntax - sentence Structure - how structure affects the reader's attitude  

Long, flowing sentences give the reader a different feeling than short, choppy sentences.  If the 
narrator has awkward sentence structure, we might think he is uneducated.  Long, flowing 

sentences might suggest sophistication or artistic creativity.  This category also refers to the 
organization of a passage. 

 
Sentence structure affects tone. 
 


