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Writing the Research Paper 
 

Thesis Statement 
 
Now that you have learned more about your topic, you need to decide upon a thesis statement 
to guide your essay.  The thesis statement is a one to two sentence statement which acts as 
your guide while you write your paper, and conduct extra research if needed.  

Tips for Writing Your Thesis Statement 

1. Determine what kind of paper you are writing: 

 An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into parts, and presents this 
breakdown to the audience.  

 An expository (explanatory) paper explains something to the audience.  
 An argumentative paper makes a claim (opinion statement) about a topic and justifies 

this claim with specific evidence. The goal is to convince the audience that the claim is 
true based on the evidence provided.  

2. Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your 
paper and should be supported with specific evidence. 

3. The thesis statement usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper, and is 
usually a one or two sentence statement. 

4. Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to 
reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper. 

5. Most importantly, a thesis statement is made up of a  

Limited subject  +  a precise opinion 
 

The following ARE NOT Oral History Research Paper thesis statements (they are simply facts or 
opinions; you need both for a thesis statement): 
 
 John F.  Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. 
 The first man on the moon was Neil Armstrong. 
 Elvis Presley was interesting. 

 
The following ARE Oral History Research Paper thesis statements: 
 
 The assassination of John F. Kennedy could have been prevented. 
 “Imagine all the people” that would be different from what they are today, if John 

Lennon was never here.  John Lennon rocked the world and so did his death.  (Written 
by Aaron Shaleen, 1997). 

 Undoubtedly, the “Ice Bowl” was the greatest game in pro football history.  (Written by 
Seth VanderLoop, 1998). 
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Tentative Thesis Statement Due ____________ 
 
 

I. Write your tentative thesis statement in the space below: 
 
 
 
 
 
II. List at least three main points/ideas that will “prove” your thesis to 

readers: 
1. Point/idea 1 

 
 

2. Point/idea 2 
 
 

3. Point/idea 3 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

III. Now that you have a general shape to your paper, choose an outline 
format and begin to organize facts and quotes from your 
book/article/interview notes to develop each main point/idea. 

 
 
 

IV. Where are there gaps/blank spaces? You need to do more research for 
those topics. Go back to the library/computer, narrow your keyword 
searches to those specific topics, and see what you can add to your source 
notes and outline! 
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Parts of a research paper 
 

1. Cover Page 
2. Paper 

a. Introduction 
b. Body paragraphs 
c. Conclusion 

3. Works Cited Page 
 
 

Cover Page Format 
*Everything should be in the ________________ and ______ as font used in _______. 
*Everything on the cover page should be _________________. 
 
 

Page 
Break 

Page 
Break 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 9 
Ms. Meister 

21 December 2010 

About 1/3 of the way down the page: 
Creative Title of Paper  

 

About 1/2 of the way down the page: 
Student’s name  

 

At bottom 1/3 of the page:  
-Course title 

-Teacher’s name 
-Due date of final draft 
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Introductions 
1. “Hook” the audience with an attention getter (Quote, Lyric, 

Suspense, Scenario, etc.). 

2. Give background information about topic; define unfamiliar terms 

that will be used later in the paper. 

3. End the introduction with the thesis statement and plan of 

development. 

 

Examples of different types of “Hooks” 
Quote: 
“Do you believe in miracles?  Yes.”   Everyone has heard these famous words.  Where 
did they come from?  ABC announcer Al Michaels uttered them during the closing 
seconds the U.S. victory over the Soviet Union during the 1980 Olympics.  Was Al 
Michaels exaggerating or was it truly a miracle? 
 

Questions: 
Was it the CIA?  The FBI?  LBJ? A lone gunner? A highly coordinated conspiracy of 
mobsters?  Hollywood producers?  My uncle Al?  Just about everyone seemingly has 
been blamed for the assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy or JFK, the United States 
35th President.  What is the real truth? 
 

Imagine: 
Imagine being attacked by police dogs.  Imagine having fire hoses blasting you off your 
feet.  Imagine being thrown in jail for simply marching down the street.  This was 
reality for Civil Rights protesters of the 1950s.  
 

Suspense: 
This was one of the greatest events of all time.  This was a great moment in American 
history.  This was an historic sporting event not just for this country but also for the 
world.  In 1980, the U.S. Olympic hockey team shocked the world and made everyone 
believe in miracles.   
 

Shocking Stat: 
68,000 American soldiers died during the Vietnam War, but over 1 million Vietnamese 
died in this war that many are not sure why it was fought in the first place.   
 

Song lyric: 
“Imagine there‟s no heaven.  It‟s easy if you try.” (John Lennon‟s song Imagine.) 
 

Reference pop culture (mention something that everyone knows 
about): 
Before Grand Theft AutoIV there was Halo.  Before Halo there was Mario Brothers.  
Before Mario Brothers, there was the mother of all video games….Ms. Pacman and her 
handsome, yellow husband Pacman. 
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Example of an introduction: 
 “Let‟s swim to the moon 
 Let‟s climb through the tide 
 Penetrate the evenin‟ 
 That the city sleeps to hide 
 Let‟s swim out tonight, Love 
 It‟s our turn to try 
 Parked beside the ocean 
 On our moonlight drive” (Morrison 138) 
 
 This is the poem by Jim Morrison that started the band, The Doors. The Doors formed in 

1965 after Jim Morrison recited the poem “Moonlight Drive” to Ray Manzarek at a beach in 

Venice, California. Ray had Jim sing that same song. He liked it so much he convinced Jim that 

they should start a band. They didn‟t want to be a typical band; they wanted to be a 

revolutionary and original band. Ray and Jim wanted to impact the world with their music. So 

they chose a guitarist, Robbie Krieger; and a drummer, John Densmore. They made sure the 

other members felt the same way about the direction of the band as Ray and Jim did. “Jim 

named the band after the poem by William Blake, „The Doors: Open and Closed‟” (Rees 313). 

The Doors was a very unique band and one of the biggest influences of harder, more poetic 

rock in the 1960‟s and 1970‟s. 

 
 
 
Another example: 
 A deranged fan, a music legend, and a .38 revolver. Enough to cover newspapers from 

coast to coast. On December 8, 1980, John Lennon was brutally murdered. A psychotic fan 

named Mark Chapman was waiting outside Lennon‟s apartment when Lennon and his wife, 

Yoko Ono, came out to go to a party. Chapman asked for an autograph and Lennon happily 

signed the paper. When Lennon and Ono came back from the party around 11:00pm, Chapman 

was still waiting outside hidden in the bushes on the side of the building. When Lennon turned 

to enter the apartment building, Chapman pulled out a revolver and shot Lennon five times in 

the back As the building owner called the hospital Ono frantically tried to save Lennon. Quietly, 
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he laid down breathing heavily and said to Ono, “I love you…take care of Sean for me” 

(Partridge 132). At 11:07pm, Lennon was pronounced dead at a nearby hospital. The death of 

John Lennon was so tragic it is still being mourned today, from making sure the killer‟s trial was 

just and people gathering on his birthday to a mosaic being dedicated to him. People from all 

over the world are always thinking of new ways to keep the music and ideas of John Lennon 

alive. 

 

Now, write your own introduction! Remember to look at page 4 
for “hook” ideas! 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
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MLA Documentation 

 

_______ Documentation 

a. There are three parts to properly citing sources in a research paper: 

i.  _________    _______  _ and  

ii. ________  _______                             within the paper,  

iii. and a ______  _ ___             ___ at the end of the paper.     
 

I.  Signal Phrases 

b. Signal phrases are _______________________________________________ 

c. Signal phrases help readers by _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

d. Example signal phrases: 

According to… 
As Anita Woolfolk states in her book Educational Psychology… 
In his book, Elements of Style, E.B. White reveals… 
Robert Jones, a Vietnam veteran… 

 

II. Parenthetical Citation (      ) 

a. Every time you use a quote or fact from a source in your paper, you need to 

give _________ to the ________ by citing it in ____________ after the 

evidence is stated in the paper. 

b. If you do not identify the author in a signal phrase, then in the  

c. parentheses (    ), put the __________ last name and, if the evidence came 

from a book, the ______ ____________. 

i. Example: The assassination “could have been prevented by checking 

all buildings before the Presidential parade” (Smith 34). 

ii. Notice that the period is at the VERY end, that there is no punctuation 

within the parenthesis, and that there is ABSOLUETLY NO p. BEFORE 

THE PAGE NUMBER! 

d. If you don‟t have an author or editor for your source, the next option is to put 

the ________ or _________  ___________ in the parentheses. 

i. Example: Shiny colors, sequins, leopard print, and “white clothes 

that glowed in the Ultra Violet lights capture the era perfectly” 

(“Disco Fashion”). 

e. NEVER put a _____ _____________ in the parentheses. 

 
Guidelines for using quotes: 

 After you introduce borrowed material, use “quotation marks” if it is a direct quotation 
(taken word for word from the speaker/writer). 

 Don‟t quote more than you need to make your point.  Don‟t quote two sentences if 
one says what you need to say. 

 Don‟t quote a full sentence if part of one will do. 
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III. Works Cited page 
a. The Heading 

i. Begin the ________ ________ page on a new numbered page 
_______ the ________ page of the paper. 

ii. __________ the heading (Works Cited) without quotation marks, 
_________, bolding, or _________________. 

iii. The heading should be the same ______ and ______ as everything 
else in the paper. 

b. Entries Arrangement 
i. List ONLY the works you have actually _______ in the ______ of your 

paper. 
ii. Arrange the entries in _________________________  ____________. 
iii. Do NOT __________ or ___________ the entries. 
iv. _____________________ everything. 
v. ____________ the ____________ and _______________ lines of each 

entry. 
c. Single Entry Format 

i. Begin each entry with the author‟s _____________, _____________. 
If there is no stated author or editor, list the first ________  
_________ of each entry. 

ii. Put “______________ ________” around the titles of shorter sources, 
such as ____________ and __________________. 

iii. Underline or italicize the titles of _____________, __________, and 
________________. 

iv. _________________ all months except May, June, and July. 
v. End every entry with a __________. 
vi. If the Works Cited includes more than one work by the same author, it 

is not necessary to repeat the author‟s name with each entry. Use 
three __________ (---) in place of the name in all listings after the 
first. 

 
d. A Helpful Resource: www.easybib.com 

i. This website does all of the punctuation and order of information 
within a Works Cited entry for you! 

ii. Select “MLA” on the left side of the main page, then select what type 
of source you are citing. 

iii. Fill in only the information you know; the machine will figure it out. 
iv. If citationmachine.net isn‟t helpful or you don‟t have access to the 

Internet, refer to the formats below. Pay attention to punctuation! 

 

 

 You must have at least 10 parenthetical citations in your 
paper. 

 You must quote or paraphrase each item from your Works 
Cited page at least once. 

http://www.easybib.com/
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Look at this sample Works Cited page, and answer the follow-up 
questions with a partner. 

Works Cited 

Clark, Allen.  Cellular Viability Following Freezing and Thawing.  New York:  

Society for Cryobiology, 2004. 

Dorn, Deborah.  “What Now?”  Newsweek 13 June 2003.  12 Sept. 2004 

<http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/site/newsweek/>. 

Freifield, Kent.  “Fresh Frozen Body Parts.”  Forbes.  28 Jan. 2004:  18-20. 

Haselden, Gregory.  “Cryogenics.”  Grolier. 4 May 2003. 

<http://gogrolier.com>. 

“The History of Cryogenics.”  Science and History.  Prod. Kimberly Zimney.  

The History Channel, Chicago.  21 Nov. 2004. 

Rowe, Albert Ph.D.  Personal Interview.  18 Oct. 2004. 

Sheskin, Arlene.  Cryonics:  Frozen for Eternity.  New York:  Irvington 

Publishers, 2002. 

---.  Cryonics:  A Sociology of Death and Bereavement.  New 

York: Irvington Publishers, 2003. 

Tucille, Jerome, ed.  Here Comes Immortality.  New York:  Stein and Day 

Publishers, 1993. 

How are the entries arranged? 
 
Why are some lines indented? 
 
Which source doesn’t have a stated author? 
 
Without an author, how was it placed 
alphabetically? 
 
In the “Haselden” entry, what does “4 May 2003” 
indicate? 
 

In the “Freifeld” entry what does “18-20” indicate? 
What does the --- indicate in the 2nd to last entry? 
 
In the last entry, what does “ed” indicate? 
 
Which entries are magazine articles? 
 
Which entry is from an online encyclopedia? 
 
Which entry is a TV show? 
 
How many of the entries are books? 
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Conclusions 
1. Restate thesis 
2. Review main ideas 
3. “So what statement” (Add own opinions, connect to current event, 

and/or connect back to introduction‟s hook) 
 

Introduction: 

A deranged fan, a music legend, and a .38 revolver. Enough to cover newspapers from 

coast to coast. On December 8, 1980, John Lennon was brutally murdered. A psychotic fan 

named Mark Chapman was waiting outside Lennon‟s apartment when Lennon and his wife, 

Yoko Ono, came out to go to a party. Chapman asked for an autograph and Lennon happily 

signed the paper. When Lennon and Ono came back from the party around 11:00pm, Chapman 

was still waiting outside hidden in the bushes on the side of the building. When Lennon turned 

to enter the apartment building, Chapman pulled out a revolver and shot Lennon five times in 

the back As the building owner called the hospital Ono frantically tried to save Lennon. Quietly, 

he laid down breathing heavily and said to Ono, “I love you…take care of Sean for me” 

(Partridge 132). At 11:07pm, Lennon was pronounced dead at a nearby hospital. The death of 

John Lennon was so tragic it is still being mourned today, from making sure the killer‟s trial was 

just and people gathering on his birthday to a mosaic being dedicated to him. People from all 

over the world are always thinking of new ways to keep the music and ideas of John Lennon 

alive. 

 

 

Conclusion for the same paper: 

 Twenty-six years later, John Lennon is still remembered as a true music legend and 

peace activist. People still gather to enjoy his music from around the world. The beautiful 

mosaic in Central Park says it all. It is safe to say his words really did come true: “I want people 

to love me, I want to be loved,” (Partridge 151). 
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Introduction: 
 A small boy with skin the color of chocolate crouches behind a hollowed-out car. 

Buildings flame and explode around him. He is afraid. His parents are somewhere in the crowd, 

and he wants to go find them, but is afraid of being shot by a police officer. He watches as a 

man is sniped from a high window, and he is dead before he falls onto the concrete. Broken 

toys from the shop in front of him crunch under fleeing feet. Their owners carry 

TVs…radios…guns…other merchandise the boy knows is stolen. He ducks as a store close to 

him blows up, and he dashes into the street to avoid the shower of glass and flame. Many 

people cannot believe that a situation like this would ever happen in our communities, but it 

did. The worst rioting of the 60s brought death, destruction, and disgrace to the Watts 

neighborhood of Los Angeles. What is known as the Watts Riots, started calmly, and ended with 

the nation in tumult, and other riots of the same nature in other major cities such as Detroit, 

Chicago, Harlem, Rochester, and Philadelpia. 

 
 
 
Conclusion: 

The Watts riots was a horrible misunderstanding, that exploded in a hot week in August 

1965. The Watts riots reminded the American public that the issue of race is balancing on the 

tip of a knife. It will until we can learn to accept people for who they are, instead of the color of 

their skin. Quiet mourners walk through the graveyard as a female soloist with tears streaming 

down her brown face belts out a grieving song. As the lamenters approach the closed casket, all 

stop and pray for the small boy inside who was killed during the rioting. His mother stands in 

the front row as the ceremony to bury her baby carries on. His father stands next to her with 

tears running down his face, and is handed a handkerchief that he refuses with thin black 

fingers. His family is the first to drop a handful of dirt onto the smooth wooden surface of the 

coffin. 
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Common Mistakes in Research Papers 
 

DIRECTIONS: One mistake exists in each example in regard to the bolded topic.  

Find it and correct it, and do not make the same mistakes in YOUR paper!  

 
 

Homophones:  Words that sound the same but are spelled differently and have different 
meanings.  Spell Check and Grammar Check will not help you with these. 
 

1. The Challenger lifted off at Camp Canaveral.  Many people gathered their. 
 

2. Jackie Robinson is a world famous athlete who really impacted baseball.  He has 
impacted other sports to. 

 
3. Weather or not Marilyn Monroe killed herself is still unknown. 

 
4. During Vietnam, there were many protests over hear in America. 

 
5. The Beatles our one amazing music group. 

 
 

Citation of a direct quote: 
 

6. “Woodstock was not just a concert; it was a history changing event.”  (Olson 43)  

 
 

7. Choose what should go in the parentheses when author is unknown: 
“He will always be remembered and never forgotten,” ( ____________) 

A. www.galenet.galegroup.com 
B. 21 Dec. 1980 
C. “Lennon‟s Death” 

 
 

Lead-in to a quote: 
 

8. “I remember the experience well” (Smith). 
 
 
 

Citation of a paraphrase: 
 

9. Bob Marley‟s reggae was more than music with a unique beat; it was a voice for 
the people of Jamaica. 

 



 

 13 

Keep research paper in 3rd person (no I, me, my, we, our, you, your) : 
 

10. In my opinion, I believe and I feel that the U.S. should not have gone to war in 
Vietnam. 

 
 
11. If you happened to be at Woodstock, you would have seen a lot of crazy things. 

 
 
 

Numbers: 
 

12. There were many unique fads of the 70‟s. 
 
 

13. In all, there are 6 main theories to explain her death. 
 
 

14. 500 people gathered around Elvis‟ grave on his birthday. 
 

Punctuation: 
 

15. “Animal House” was a great movie. 
 
 

16. The Miracle on Ice is remembered by all hockey fans one game defined the 
Olympics for a generation. 

 
 

17.  The Miracle on Ice is remembered by all hockey fans, one game defined the 
Olympics for a generation. 

 
 

18.  Before the game began.  The coach, Herb Brooks, pumped up the team in the 
locker room with a memorable speech. 

 
 

Refer to people by their last names, not first names: 
 

19. John was born in Liverpool, England on October 9, 1940. When he was about 
seventeen, John, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr formed the 
band called “The Beatles.” 
 
 

20. According to Grandpa Jim, “I remember the experience well” (Smith). 
 

 


