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Unit quiz/due dates 

_____ Mythological Origins (p. 3 in this packet) 

_____ God/goddess flashcards 

_____ God/goddess tattoo assignment 

_____ Read “Daedelus” and answer questions (pp. 9-10 in this packet) 

_____ Read “Theseus,” complete grid (p. 12), & be prepared for QUIZ 

_____ Read “Perseus,” complete grid (p. 12),  & be prepared for QUIZ 

_____ Read “Hercules,” complete grid (p. 12), & be prepared for QUIZ 

_____ Read “Eye of the Cyclops,” complete Odysseus grid (p. 12),  & answer 

questions (p. 16) 

_____ Extra Credit Opportunities 

1. Hercules Compare/Contrast Venn Diagram  
2. Jason Internet Assignment (pp. 17-18) 

_____ Final Test (100 points: Matching, True/False, Multiple Choice, Essay)  
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Step One:  Go to the following website:  http://www.mythweb.com 

Step Two:  Click on “Today”. 

Step Three:  Explain the mythological origin of the following words. To get to the previous or next word, 

click on the arrows that look like this:  

Herculean: 

 

 

Sisyphean task  

 

 

Tantalize: 

 

 

The Midas touch: 

 

 

Atlas: 

 

 

Titanic: 

Procrustean effort: 

 

 

Stygian: 

 

 

Promethean: 

 

 

Achilles’ heel: 

 

 

Panic: 
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I. Chaos 
a. Emptiness and darkness 

b. Universe was formed out of this. 

i. Wind fell in love with night and wooed her. 

ii. Night laid a silver egg and Love was born. 

iii. Love made day, earth, and sky. 

II. First Generation of Immortal Gods 
a. Tartarus—ruled the Underworld 

b. Eros—god of love and desire 

c. Gaea—mother of Earth 

i. Without a partner she gave birth to: 

1. The sky 

2. Uranus 

ii. Married Uranus (yes, he was her son), and gave birth to: 

1. Three 100-handed giants (100 arms and 50 heads) 

2. Three Cyclopes (one-eyed giants) 

3. 12 Titans (Chronus, Rhea, and 10 others) 

III. Rule of Uranus 
a. He sent the giants and the Cyclopes (his children) to the Underworld because he feared their power. 

b. He was eventually overthrown by his children. 

i. The 12 Titans, along with Gaea, plotted to overthrow Uranus. 

ii. Chronus, a Titan, killed Uranus with a giant sickle, and threw the pieces of his body into the sea. 

iii. Uranus claimed, “Beware your children. One of them will do to you as you have done to me.” 

iv. The Titans released their brothers and sisters (giants and Cyclopes) from the Underworld. 

IV. Rule of Chronus 
a. Chronus sent the giants and Cyclopes back to the underworld, along with all but one of the Titans (Rhea). 

b. He married Rhea, the only remaining Titan (yes, she was his sister). 

c. They had six children 

i. Chronus ate five of them (Poseidon, Hades, Hestia, Demeter, and Hera) 

ii. Zeus was saved because Rhea gave him to Grandma Gaea, who went away to raise him. 

1. Zeus disgorged his brothers and sisters, and set the giants and Cyclopes free. 

2. Zeus sent Chronus, his father, to the Underworld. 

3. Zeus married his sister, Hera. 

V. Rule of Zeus 
a. After overthrowing Chronus, Zeus was Supreme Ruler. He lived on Mount Olympus with the most 

important gods (the Olympian Gods). He had power over the sky. 

Possibly unfamiliar vocabulary 

Immortal: 

Wooed: 

Sickle: 
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b. He gave his brother Hades power over the Underworld/Hades. 

c. He gave his brother Poseidon power over the sea. 

VI. Greek Gods 
a. They were believed to control the world. 

b. They were immortal. 

c. They each had a distinct personality. 

d. They played definite roles in the lives of humans. 

e. The most important gods (the Olympian Gods) lived on Mount Olympus. 

 

Fill in the blanks from the SMARTboard. 
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The Olympian Gods & Goddesses 

Roman Name Greek Name Domain Symbols 
Jupiter  Father of the ____ 

and mortals; father of 
the ____; protector of 
family and strangers 

 

 Poseidon 
 
 

Lord of the _______ 
 

 

 Apollo ______ god; god of 
prophecy and _____; 
god of healing and 
purification 

 

Mars 
 
 

 God of ________  

Mercury  Herald of Zeus; 
___________of the 
dead; _____________ 
of merchants 

 

 Hephaestus God of _________; 
the smith 
 

 

 Hades 
 
 

God of the 
___________________ 

 

Juno  Consort of Zeus; 
goddess of _________ 
and _______________ 

 

 Athena Goddess of ________ 
and _______ 
 

 

Ceres  Goddess of 
__________________ 
 

 

Diana  Queen of the ______; 
goddess of woodland 
and _______________ 

 

Venus  Goddess of ________ 
and _____________ 
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Tape notes: As you listen, take notes on the information and story about 

each god, goddess, or other figure from Greek Mythology. 

Mount Olympus: 

 

Zeus: 

 

Prometheus: 

 

Hera: 

 

Hades: 

 

Persephone: 

 

Demeter: 

 

Orpheus and Eurydice: 

 

Poseidon: 
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Hercules: 

 

Athena: 

 

Arachne: 

 

Aphrodite: 

 

Hephaestus: 

 

Apollo: 

 

Artemis: 

 

Ares: 

 

Hermes: 

 

Dionysus: 
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Daedalus 
Number the following events in the order they happened: 

________ Pasiphae gives birth to a monster child. 

________ Icarus falls into the sea and drowns. 

________ Daedalus builds the labyrinth. 

________ Daedalus is imprisoned in the labyrinth. 

________ Daedalus pushes Talos off Athena’s temple. 

________ Daedalus and Icarus build wings. 

________Queen Pasiphae brags of her beauty. 

________Daedalus leaves Athens and goes to Crete. 

________ Pasiphae falls in love with a bull. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. What is the “maze of rooms” that Daedalus built called? 

 

2. Who is the student and nephew of Daedalus? 

 

3. Who is the king of Crete? 

 

4. Who is the son of Daedalus? 

 

5. What is the half man, half bull called? 

 

6. Who is the queen of Crete? 

 

7. How does Aphrodite punish Pasiphae? (2 points) 

 

8. Why does Aphrodite punish Pasiphae? (2 points) 

 

9. How does Daedalus help Pasiphae when she falls in love with a bull? (2 points) 

 
10. Why does Minos have Daedalus imprisoned in the labyrinth? (2 points) 

Important Vocabulary Word: 

Hubris: 
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11. Describe two examples of hubris in this story. 

 

 

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank. 

     ________ 1. Daedalus tries to kill Talos by  

a. Boxing with him. 

b. Stabbing him. 

c. Feeding him to the Minotaur. 

d. Pushing him off a temple roof. 

 

________ 2. Daedalus tries to kill Talos because 

a. He was jealous of Talos’ talent. 

b. Talos had seduced Daedalus’s 

wife. 

c. Talos owed Daedalus money. 

d. Talos had killed Daedalus’s son. 

 

________3. Daedalus made all of the following items for Pasiphae EXCEPT 

a. A parasol. 

b. A musical perfume bottle. 

c. A musical jewelry box. 

d. A mirror. 

 

________4. If Daedalus and Icarus fly too low 

a. The wings will fall off. 

b. The guards will see them. 

c. They will get lost. 

d. Ocean spray will wet the wings. 

 

________ 5. If they fly too high 

a. The sun will melt the wax. 

b. Birds will interfere with their 

flight. 

c. They will be lost. 

d. The gods will be angry. 

 

________ 6. When Daedalus and Icarus escape, at first the Cretans think they are seeing 

a. Gods. 

b. Clouds. 

c. Birds. 

d. Ghosts. 

 

________ 7. Icarus flies too high because he wants 

a. A close look at the sun. 

b. To become a god. 

c. A better view of Crete. 

d. To impress the Cretan princess. 
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Notes on Defining a Hero 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Common Traits among Greek Heroes 

Birth 

 

Goal or Quest 

 

Journey 

 

Friend or Guide 

 

Danger 

 

Darkness 

 

Success 

 

Qualities 
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Do the Heroes Measure Up? 

Complete the chart as you read each hero’s story. (Use the notes on page 11 of this packet for help.) 

 Theseus Perseus Hercules Odysseus 
Birth 
 
 
 

 

    

Goal or 
Quest 
 
 

 

    

Journey 
 
 
 

 

    

Friend or 
Guide 
 
 

 

    

Danger 
 
 
 

 

    

Darkness 
 
 
 

 

    

Success 
 
 

 
 

    

Qualities 
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Perseus Prereading: Studying the Character of Medusa 

Medusa had been a beautiful maiden, so lovely in fact that suitors had come from all over the 

Mediterranean area to ask her father for her hand in marriage. Most unforgettable had been her long 

golden hair, which Medusa had bragged equaled Athena’s in beauty. The grey-eyed goddess 

remembered Medusa’s vanity, watched her, and waited. When the Lord of the Sea (Poseidon) fell in 

love with this mortal girl and slept with her in Athena’s sacred shrine, the goddess’s simmering rage 

exploded into a holocaust. If Medusa’s hair was her best feature, Athena would begin with that! 

Medusa awoke with the feeling that hissing, crawling creatures were using her head as a nest. 

As she reached up to feel the cause of her discomfort, she burned her fingers. Cautiously and with 

great fear she arose and reached for her hand mirror. For her, the nicest part of each morning was 

this quiet time when only the servants were awake. Then she could leisurely admire her own beauty 

as she combed her hair. Today, her mirror confirmed a monstrous transformation. Where her long 

golden locks had shimmered in the firelight last night, long scaly dragons were exhaling flames into 

the sunlight. But that was not all. As Medusa noticed, with great relief, that her face, at least, was still 

untouched, large pointed teeth began to emerge above the sides of her mouth. She stared in silent 

horror as they gradually extended in front of her face with an upward curve as if she were some 

hideous wild boar. 

Her one thought was to escape before anyone saw what had happened to her famous beauty. 

As she adjusted the position of her mirror, she noticed another gift: golden wings. At least the 

deathless gods would permit her to flee. 

Medusa uttered a small prayer of thanks for the wings as she climbed upon the window ledge. 

By this time her hands were becoming stiff and heavy. She dared not think about additional 

transformations. She thought only about escape. Without a backward look, Medusa stepped off the 

ledge into the air, forsaking all that she had loved for the unknown. She was certain that only a 

goddess would have transformed her in this hideous way, and this same goddess would now lead her 

where she was destined to go. 

Medusa was right. A wind propelled her winged body far to the west, over lands and seas, until 

finally it set her down in a wasteland beyond a towering range of mountains. She continued forward 

on foot through the rocky forests until she emerged by a seashore. The beach also was a rocky one, 

with scattered statues upon the coarse sand. Never before had Medusa seen such realistic sculpture. 

If she had not approached one or two of them and touched them, she would have thought that they 

were real people.  

The thought of people turning to stone sculptures reminded her of a story she had heard long 

ago. As she remembered it, there were two monstrous immortal women who lived at the western end 

of the earth, not far from where the Titan Atlas held up the sky. They had snaky locks, boars’ tusks, 

bronze hands…Medusa stopped. Her agonizing cry filled the air and echoed from the cliffs. “I have 

become a Gorgon!” She raged against her fate, futilely beating the air with heavy hands. Medusa 

wondered if she ever could resign herself to her fate: to her hideous appearance and to her dreadful 

loneliness.1 

                                                           
1
 Donna Rosenberg and Sorelle Baker, Mythology and You (Lincolnwood, Ill., 1984), 201-202. 
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Medusa’s Makeover:  

Before and After Picture 
 

Draw how she looked before  After her transformation: 

Her transformation:         

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which goddess transformed her? ______________________ 

Why?_____________________________________________ 

 

How do you feel about Medusa and her fate? Does she deserve it? Do you 

sympathize? Explain. ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Plot Overview of The Odyssey from Spark Notes  

TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED since the fall of Troy, and the Greek hero Odysseus still has not returned to his 

kingdom in Ithaca. A rowdy mob of suitors who have overrun Odysseus’s palace and continue to court his 

wife, Penelope. She has remained faithful to Odysseus. Prince Telemachus, Odysseus’s son, wants to throw 

them out but does not have the confidence to fight them.  One of the suitors, Antinous, plans to assassinate 

the young prince, eliminating the only opposition to their dominion over the palace. 

 

Unknown to the suitors, Odysseus is still alive. The beautiful nymph Calypso, possessed by love, has 

imprisoned him on her island.  He longs to return to his wife and son, but he has no ship or crew to help 

him escape. While the gods  debate Odysseus’s future, Athena, resolves to help Telemachus. Disguised as a 

friend of the prince’s grandfather, Laertes, she convinces the prince to call a meeting of the assembly at 

which he reproaches the suitors.  Athena also prepares him for a great journey to Pylos and Sparta, where 

the kings Nestor and Menelaus, Odysseus’s companions during the war, inform him that Odysseus is alive 

and trapped on Calypso’s island. Telemachus makes plans to return home, while, back in Ithaca, Antinous 

and the other suitors prepare an ambush to kill him when he reaches port. 

 

On Olympus, Zeus sends Hermes to rescue Odysseus from Calypso. Hermes 

persuades Calypso to let Odysseus build a ship and leave. The homesick hero 

sets sail, but when Poseidon, god of the sea, finds him sailing home, he sends a 

storm to wreck Odysseus’s ship. Poseidon has had a grudge against Odysseus 

since the hero blinded his son, the Cyclops Polyphemus, 

earlier in his travels. Athena saves Odysseus from Poseidon, 

and the he lands at Scheria, home of the Phaeacians. Nausicaa, the Phaeacian 

princess, shows him to the palace, and Odysseus receives a warm welcome from 

the king and queen. When he reveals his identity as Odysseus, his hosts, who have heard 

of his exploits at Troy, are stunned. They promise to give him safe passage home 

after he tells his adventures. 

 

Odysseus spends the night describing the fantastic chain of events leading up to his arrival on Calypso’s 

island. He recounts his trip to the Land of the Lotus Eaters, his battle with Polyphemus the Cyclops, his 

love affair with the witch-goddess Circe, his temptation by the deadly Sirens, his journey into Hades to 

consult the prophet Tiresias, and his fight with the sea monster Scylla.  When he finishes his story, the 

Phaeacians return Odysseus to Ithaca, where he seeks out the hut of his faithful swineherd, Eumaeus. 

Though Athena has disguised Odysseus as a beggar, Eumaeus warmly receives and nourishes him in the 

hut. He soon encounters Telemachus, who has returned from Pylos and Sparta despite the suitors’ ambush, 

and reveals to him his true identity. Odysseus and Telemachus devise a plan to massacre the suitors and 

regain control of Ithaca. 

 

When Odysseus arrives at the palace the next day, still disguised as a beggar, he endures abuse and insults 

from the suitors.  Penelope suspects that the beggar might be her long-lost husband.  Crafty Penelope 

organizes an archery contest the following day and promises to marry any man who 

can string Odysseus’s great bow and fire an arrow through a row of twelve axes—a 

feat that only Odysseus has ever done. At the contest, each suitor tries to string the 

bow and fails. Odysseus steps up and effortlessly does it. He then turns the bow on 

the suitors. He and Telemachus, assisted by a few faithful servants, kill every last 

suitor.  Odysseus reveals himself and reunites with Penelope.  

javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_1.html',%20'744fce6abd',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_3.html',%20'f88798bb69',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_2.html',%20'94ac68abd9',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_7.html',%20'34513f1e5b',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_14.html',%20'3ae817a42e',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_4.html',%20'a0f6be2321',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_17.html',%20'30bd9d4407',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_19.html',%20'e83f70f790',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_20.html',%20'fc80c4916a',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_6.html',%20'782124a5de',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_5.html',%20'9e88f5d90f',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_15.html',%20'0f27e1664c',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_23.html',%20'659883eb83',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_16.html',%20'a6396672e7',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_18.html',%20'035dbd0428',%20'500',%20'500')
javascript:ScrollingPopup('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey/terms/char_10.html',%20'82ac6abde8',%20'500',%20'500')
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Odysseus (“The Eye of the Cyclops”) 

Chronological order of events: 

____ Polyphemus passes out. 

____ The Greeks hide under the sheep to escape the cave. 

____ Odysseus reveals his true identity to Polyphemus as he sails away. 

____ Odysseus gives Polyphemus a big barrel of wine to drink. 

____ Polyphemus eats his first two humans and rolls a huge stone in front of the cave. 

____ Odysseus orders the Greeks to sharpen a large log and hide it in front of the cave. 

____ Polyphemus desperately tells the other Cyclops that Nobody stabbed him. 

____ Cleverly, Odysseus tells the Cyclops his name is “Nobody.” 

____ Polyphemus discovered humans feasting in his cave. 

____ The Greeks drive the log into the cyclops’ eye. 

____ The Greeks ask Polyphemus for hospitality. 

 

Short answer: 

1. Describe, or draw, the Cyclops. 

 

2. Give at least 3 examples of how stupid Polyphemus is. 

 

 

3. What makes Odysseus a good leader? Refer to the summary of The Odyssey too. Write 

at least 3 complete sentences. 
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Extra Credit: 

 

Step One:  Go to http://www.mythweb.com/ 

Step Two:  Click on “Heroes”. 

Step Three:  Click on “Jason”. 

Step Four:  Click on “The Quest”. 

 

Step Five:  Answer the following questions while reading the story: 

 

The Early Years 

1.  Where was Jason raised? 

 

 

2.  How is this similar to the other heroes we’ve studied (Heracles, Perseus, Theseus)? 

 

 

3.  What three things did Chiron the Centaur teach Jason? 

 

 

 

The First Test 

4.  Why did Hera dislike Jason’s uncle, Pelias? 

 

 

The Oracle's Warning 

5.  What did an oracle warn Pelias to beware of? 

 

 

The Challenge 

6.  What does Pelias want Jason to do? 

 

 

The Argonauts 

7.  Why was Jason’s crew called the “Argonauts”? 

 

 

The Adventure Begins 

8.  Which goddess helped make the ship? 
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The Harpies 

9.  Describe the Harpies: 

 

 

The Clashing Rocks 

10.  Describe the clashing rocks: 

 

 

 

11.  How did the Argonauts make it through the clashing rocks? 

 

 

The Flying Ram 

12.  Where did Phrixus put the Golden Fleece? 

 

Medea 

13.  The story says that Medea helped Jason because Aphrodite had intervened on Jason’s behalf.  Given what 

you know about Aphrodite, what does this mean? 

 

 

 

A Farmyard Chore 

14.  How did Medea help Jason? 

 

 

The Fire-Breathing Bulls 

15.  What two characteristics of the bulls are especially dangerous? 

 

Plowing and Sowing 

16.  How was Jason protected from the Bulls? 

 

 

The Dragon's Teeth 

17.  What sprouted from the dragon’s teeth? 

 

Conquest of the Seed Men 

18.  How did Jason defeat the “seed men”? 

 

 

 

The Golden Fleece 

19.  The Golden Fleece was in the precinct of which god? 

 

The Aftermath 

20.  What eventually happened to Medea? 


