
Online resources for locating special collections

Catalogs (for searching for specific collections):

OCLC First Search/World Cat 

Library of Congress National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections 
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc

UNESCO Archive Portal
www.unesco.org/webworld/portal_archives/
This site allows you to drill down to collections, primary documents, and online 
exhibits by subject, keyword or geographic location.  The best resources are 
usually found in the current features, because older links are too often broken.

Directories (for searching for organizations that have 
collections):

Repositories of Primary Sources

http://www.uidaho.edu/special-collections/Other.Repositories.html

Links to the websites of archives around the world, organized by geographic 
area.  A clean, updated site that’s so complete the Library of Congress links to it. 
Created by the archivist of the University of Idaho Special Collections.

List of Archives in New England
http://www.newenglandarchivists.org/resources/internet_resources/new_england/
A list of links to special collections and archives in each state.  

Directory of Corporate Archives in the United States and Canada
http://www.hunterinformation.com/corporat.htm
The online list of collections is can be sorted by name of company, name of 
archivists, and geographic location.  Includes contact information and hours of 
service.  
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National Film Preservation Foundation
http://www.filmpreservation.org/
Click on “Community of Archives” to search by name or location.

Moving Image Collections Archive Directory
http://mic.imtc.gatech.edu/directy_1.htm
Unique because it includes personal collections and the collections of 
broadcasting companies, as well as libraries, museums, historical societies, etc.

Directory of History of Medicine Collections
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/directory/directoryhome.html
Brought to you by the U.S. National Library of Medicine and quite up to date.

Online Collections:

History Links
http://leep.lis.uiuc.edu/publish/kpardue/HistoryLinks/HistoryLinks.htm
An annotated list of digitized primary sources on Pre-Revolutionary to Post-
Reconstruction America compiled in 2005 by a library student at Colorado State 
University at Pueblo.

Internet Archive

http://www.archive.org/index.php

Home of the wayback machine, this website doesn’t tell you where to find special 
collections—it is a special collection.  Search for digitized primary documents, 
from early radio recordings to rare books.  

U.S. News Archives on the Web

http://www.ibiblio.org/slanews/internet/archives.html

Information about which newspapers provide access to old articles online, 
including what they charge and how far back they go.  Brought to you by the 
Special Libraries Association and the Internet Public Library.  Unfortunately, it 
was last updated 2.5 years ago.

Librarian’s Index to the Internet
http://lii.org/
Searching for “archives” and then browsing by topic is surprisingly fruitful.
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Government Documents:

U.S. Archives and National Records Administration
http://www.archives.gov/
The grandmother of archives in the United States.  Look at the online tools in the 
right column to find the online catalog and two databases of digitized records. 
There’s also lots of advice for beginning researchers.

Regional Archives (of the Federal Government)
http://www.archives.gov/northeast/boston/
The regional archives have the records of federal agencies as well as 
immigration records.  These include census data, naturalization records, 
passenger arrival lists, military service records, and land grants.

 

Subscription Databases: 

RLG Archive Grid
http://www.archivegrid.org

ArchivesUSA
http://archives.chadwyck.com/

http://archives.chadwyck.com/
http://www.archivegrid.org/
http://www.archives.gov/northeast/boston/
http://www.archives.gov/

	Links to the websites of archives around the world, organized by geographic area.  A clean, updated site that’s so complete the Library of Congress links to it.  Created by the archivist of the University of Idaho Special Collections.
	List of Archives in New England

