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Putting the Embryonic Phase of Space Tourism into a Larger Context Given New 
Space Missions Placed on the Political Agenda   

By Dr. Edythe E. Weeks, Esq. 

After doing a lot of thinking about space tourism as a newly emerging industry, and after gathering data regarding 
the topic, including listening to discussions and presentations, and speaking with key actors at various International 
Astronautical Federation Congresses (2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2010) as well as the National Space Society’s 
International Space Development Conference (2010), reviewing websites of space tourism companies (since 2002), 
reading hearing transcripts, reviewing bills before Congress and researching the various lobby activities that led up 
to the passage of the Commercial Space Launch Amendments Act of 2004, and reviewing many books and articles, 
I have arrived at the conclusion that space tourism as it is today, only provides a glimpse of what is likely to 
become. Similar to Charles Lindberg, the Spirit of St. Louis, the Orteig Prize and airplanes, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Lindbergh 

 

 

    The Spirit of St. Louis     Charles Lindberg 

Sir Richard Branson and SpaceShipOne, SpaceShipTwo, SpaceShipThree and the X Prize, are likely to be just the 
beginning seedlings of a new, massive, highly advanced space transportation industry.  

 
Mike Melvill and SpaceShipOne   SpaceShipTwo 

Recently, SpaceX was granted an FAA license  http://www.space.com/news/spacex-faa-license-private-spaceship-
reentry-101122.html 

  
Sir Richard Branson Interview on Space Tourism 
http://www.space.com/missionlaunches/virgin-galactic-orbital-space-travel-101129.html 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/23/AR2010112303111.html?tid=obinsite 
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This is even more likely to become a reality, given President Obama’s President Obama new Space Policy 
articulated April 15, 2010 and published in report form on June 28, 2010. The policy was enacted into a new law 
October 11, 2010. This policy and law provide NASA with $19,000,000,000 for 2011. You can research this an 
discover whether a significant amount of these NASA dollars have been given as grants to several companies to 
encourage the development of space transportation vehicles. If you find that this is so, this could mean that those 
companies currently engaged in space tourism are likely candidates for advancing their suborbital capacities to 
orbital capacities. In addition to reviewing the President’s New Space Policy Report and the NASA Authorization 
Act of 2010, research and review the following:  

 US Plans for SpaceFlight Committee 2009 

 Small Bodies Assessment Group 2009  

 Small Bodies Assessment Group 2009  

 

By understanding these US policies and the new law (The NASA Authorization Act of 2010) you can understand 
that there is an agenda for space missions which includes the Moon, asteroids (near Earth and orbiting Mars), Mars, 
and Mars’ two moons. So, for those industry leaders and space entrepreneurs who are focusing on the space 
transportation, the next logical step would be space transportation vehicles with the capacity to carry out these new 
missions mandated by the US government. 

   

  

Deimos  Phobos  Near Earth asteroid  Apollo 8 (1968) photo of Earth      Photo of Mars 
        From the Moon                
 

Space tourism companies and space transportation companies in the fledgling stage today could evolve into joint 
venture partners and major international conglomerates in the space transportation field. There is already data which 
suggests this patterns if occurring, given Boeings announcement in September of 2010 that it would enter the space 
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tourism industry and Lockheed Martin’s work on the Orion Spacecraft’s trip to the Near Earth asteroid named 
“Plymouth Rock”. You can research any of these phenomena by using the Internet. 

To view the 2010 Space Policy go to: 
http://www.space-travel.com/reports/Obama_lays_out_new_US_space_policy_999.html 

To review the 99 page law – The NASA Authorization Act of 2010 go to: 
http://democrats.science.house.gov/Media/file/Commdocs/NASA_Authorization_Act_2010.pdf  

View the President’s Speech of April 15, 2010 
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/politics/2010/04/15/sot.obama.nasa.budget.cnn?iref=allsearch  

Established, long-term space contractors are beginning to participate in space tourism. See 
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/sep/15/business/la-fi-boeing-space-20100916  
  
http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/boeing-will-fly-you-to-outer-space-for-millions-per-
ticket/19636303?a_dgi=aolshare_twitter 
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