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Yes. Separating repeat violent offenders from the
rest of the prison population creates a safer
environment.

Long Terms in Solitary Can Warp Minds, Critics Say

No. Isolation makes inmates more violent, creating
a greater risk to themselves and other inmates.

State Still Keeping Inmates in Solitary for Years on
End

At Issue: Treatment of Prisoners
Although prisoners do not retain all constitutional rights, they are entitled

to equal treatment regardless of race, sex, or creed. This right is

protected in the U.S. by the 14th Amendment's Equal Protection Clause.

The Eighth Amendment to the Constitution guarantees prisoners

protection from cruel and unusual punishment. "Cruel and unusual,"

however, is a phrase which has proven difficult to define. The notion of

the punishment fitting the crime is also difficult to interpret and has led to

many court cases evaluating the constitutionality of corporal punishment,

the execution of the mentally retarded and the question of qualitative

over quantitative punishment. In 2002, the U.S. Supreme Court held in

Atkins v. Virginia that executions of mentally retarded criminals are cruel and unusual punishments prohibited by

the Eighth Amendment. Prisoners also have a right to administrative appeals, the parole process, and limited

rights to speech and religion. The treatment of prisoners is monitored by organizations such as Human Rights

Watch, the Center for Civil and Human Rights and other private and government institutions. A large part of the

concern surrounding the treatment of prisoners deals with the practice of solitary confinement. Prisoners' advocacy

groups see the practice as a cruel punishment that only makes inmates more violent. Supporters of solitary

confinement, however, see it as a way to make a safer prison environment.
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Pro/Con and Essential Question

Is solitary confinement a good method of punishment?
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After Years in Solitary, Freedom Hard to Grasp

Return of the Madhouse

Does Separation Equal Suffering?

Detainees’ Mental Health Is Latest Legal Battle

Critical Thinking & Analysis
1. How many hours per day can a prisoner be

placed in isolation?

2. Give three reasons why guards place prisoners
in isolation.

3. Is there an alternative to solitary confinement?
Explain.

Additional Resources
Research Guide for the Critical Thinker

Writing a Mini-Research Paper

Creating a Powerpoint Presentation

Debate Guide

Academic Writing Help

SIRS Citation Guidelines
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More Viewpoints

Perspectives
"I'd love not to even have this [solitary confinement] unit, but not at the expense of youths or staff."--Tom

Stickrath, director of the Ohio Department of Youth Services

Long Terms in Solitary Can Warp Minds, Critics Say

"Nobody can be isolated for long periods of time with nothing to see and nothing to do and not deteriorate. If

you're not mentally ill when you go in, you probably will be when you come out."--Don Gibbs, psychiatrist for the

Department of Corrections

Does Separation Equal Suffering?
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