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Meredith Eugene Hunt, "Abortion Is Genocide by Definition," Sidelines, September 27, 2007. Reproduced by
permission.

"'Abortion' doesn't do the reality justice, and this is why 'genocide' is the most accurate term
we have now."

Meredith Eugene Hunt, a pro-life advocate who has worked with groups such as the Genocide
Awareness Project and Life Advocates, maintains in the following viewpoint that referring to abortion
as a form of genocide is accurate by historical and accepted standards of the word's definition. Hunt
identifies the origin of the term "genocide" and concedes that abortion does not fit perfectly with the
original use. But Hunt also goes on to explain that recent classifications of genocide have been
expanded to include parameters into which abortion would fit. Most importantly, the author states
that the term "abortion" does not adequately convey the horrors of the action it is used to describe
and that genocide is the only appropriate term in the current vernacular.

As you read, consider the following questions:

1. Who first coined the term genocide, and when did this occur, according to the author?

2. What evidence does the author present to show that the definition of the term genocide has expanded in
recent years?

3. Even though Meredith Eugene Hunt recognizes that genocide may not be the most accurate term to
describe abortion, why does the author believe it is still appropriate to continue using the term?

[The] use of the term genocide in the Genocide Awareness Project [a traveling exhibit that visits college
campuses nationwide and uses graphic photo displays to compare modern abortion to historical genocide] is
not flippant. Nor is the use of photos of victims of atrocity exploitive when it is done for humanitarian and
educational reasons. We respect the people who have suffered, and our intention is to show the
fundamental similarities between killing large numbers of born people and killing large numbers of pre-born
people. Also, our hope is to sensitize people with regard to various atrocities, including those of genocide. If
any legitimate criticism can be made, it would be that we need to update our images to include victims of the
genocide in Sudan.

Genocide Through History

Look at the history of the creation of the term: In August 1941, Winston Churchill [prime minister of England
during World War II] called the Germans' "methodical, merciless butchery" of Jewish people in occupied
Soviet Russia "a crime without a name." Polish-born advisor to the U.S. military Raphael Lemkin gave that
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kind of crime—the destruction of groups of people—a name when he coined the word "genocide." The word
appeared in print for the first time in his 1944 book, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe. In this book, Lemkin
began by saying, "New conceptions require new terms."

Another significant milestone in genocide awareness was reached when the United Nations [UN] General
Assembly adopted the final text of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide in 1948. Since then, 140 nations have ratified the Convention. Genocide is viewed as the worst of
the worst imaginable crimes called "Crimes Against Humanity." The Convention and the International
Criminal Court define genocide as

any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic,
racial or religious group, as such: killing members of the group; causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; imposing measures intended to prevent births
within the group; forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

By the above definition, abortion could have genocidal characteristics, but would not qualify as genocide
legally, because unwanted pre-born children as a group are not "national, ethnic, racial, or religious." Of
course, an objection is that pre-born children are not human or are not persons. Our graphic photos
presented evidence that they are human. Our discussion at the display strongly supported that they are
persons. To quickly address this issue, I will say that there is virtual unanimous scientific consensus that an
individual human life begins at fertilization. And check any dictionary for the definition of person. Entry
number one will be "a human being."

Expanding the Definition of Genocide

And yet consider other legal definitions of genocide. In addition to ratifying the UN Convention, many world
states have their own statutes that define genocide in terms differing from the international standard. Some
laws are more narrow and some broader.

Amnesty International's Web site lists a dozen states whose laws against genocide either increase the
number of protected groups or increase the scope of offenses that qualify as being genocide. Amnesty
International sees the development of broader definitions of genocide to be positive. For example, in
Ecuador, the number of groups is expanded to include those defined on the basis of political condition,
gender, sexual orientation, age, health, or conscience.

The official French definition, while not as specific as Ecuador's, is perhaps the most inclusive of any nation.
France's definition of genocide begins with the recognized target groups of "national, ethnic, racial and
religious" but adds, "or of a group determined by any other arbitrary criterion."

So it seems that the Genocide Awareness Project is not far afield in expanding the meaning of genocide. In
the case of abortion, the group of human beings intended for destruction "in whole or in part" is determined
by size, age, degree of dependency, location, level of function and a vague, imposed condition of
unwantedness; abortion therefore qualifies as genocide under the French definition, and that of a few other
nations, because those criteria are all arbitrary as excluders from the human family.

All this being said, it is not our intent to advocate for abortion to be classed as the crime of genocide. In
some respects, a woman who aborts is a second victim. She has grown up in a culture where abortion is
legal and generally accepted—where knowledge of the true nature of abortion has been suppressed, where
autonomy at the expense of others is celebrated, where sexuality is separated from the begetting and
rearing of offspring. Often, because of pressure from parents or the boyfriend/husband, or from other
sources, she may feel that she has no other choice. Our use of the word "genocide" in the Genocide
Awareness Project to describe the massive (55 million per year) worldwide government-supported
destruction of pre-born children points to an evil occurring presently in our own nation and communities—an
atrocity with which all of us to one degree or another are complicit.

Because genocide as a word connects to race and by extension to religion, ethnicity and nationality, I
recognize that genocide is not a perfect expression for describing abortion, nor is it perfect for many
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historical occurrences when unthinkably large numbers of people are murdered. However, "abortion" doesn't
do the reality justice, and this is why "genocide" is the most accurate term we have now. Until we have a
better word, maybe a new and unique word, abortion remains a crime without a name.
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