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Tuesday 1st February

AGM
7.45pm

Welcome Centre, Church End,

Walthamstow Village, E17 9RJ
(beside St.Mary’s Church)

The future of

ELOG and APPLE DAY

are in YOUR hands!

For more information go to
www.elog.org.uk
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Annual General Meeting

The A.G.M. will take place at
7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 1st February at the Welcome Centre.

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of AGM 2010.
3. Chair’s report.
5. Treasurer’s report.
6. Election of Committee Officers and Committee Members
for 2011: -

The following nominations have been received:

Chairman    VACANT
Vice Chairman Ken Coy
Secretary    VACANT
Treasurer    VACANT
Events Co-ordinator  VACANT
ELOG Editorial  VACANT
Committee members Pat Murrell
Apple Day Convenor VACANT

The current committee have agreed that if no one comes forward to fill these
positions then the following proposition should be put to the members
attending the AGM:

“The existing committee be authorised to close the group and
dispose of its assets as follows: -

1. Proceeds of the Bank Accounts distributed among Save-a-Cow,
Practical Action, Garden Organic, Pesticide Action Network,
Forest Peace Garden and the accounts to be closed.

2. Apple Day resources (cups, plates, gazebo etc.) to be distribut-
ed to other local groups to be specified by members.

3. Web site to be closed.”
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Until a new Committee is formed membership renewal forms will not
be distributed.

Changes of officers and committee

Dear ELOG members

Many of you will have heard that Adrian Stannard, our famous
Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor, is standing
down in order to concentrate on his increasing workload for the
Friends of Lloyd Park. The good news is that he is prepared to
continue maintaining the website.
Anne Tennant, June Cocksedge and Jeff Barbar will also be resigning
from the Committee.
ELOG members! Get ready to volunteer for at least one post or
activity. We shall need:-

· a Chair,
· a Secretary,
· a Treasurer,
· a Membership Secretary,
· a newsletter editor/producer, and
· a publicity and leaflet designer/distributor.

We will also have to consider at the Annual General Meeting whether
we will continue with Apple Day as an annual event.
As the membership numbers of East London Organic Gardeners have
held up well and consistently over the dozen years that I have been on
the Committee I have every hope that members will come forward to
volunteer for these jobs and continue the good work that ELOG has
done for so many years.
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Organiclea's Stall and Box
taking you through winter in partnership with our friends in East
Anglia and Europe...

Organiclea's mid week box scheme and Saturday stall will be your
trusty vegetable friend until the start of the next growing season every
Wednesday and Saturday - selling good value, honestly priced organic
veg from our site in Chingford as well as Norfolk, Suffolk and fruit
from Europe. Veg boxes from a fiver a week - have a look at the
Organiclea website to find out more or see you at the Hornbeam on
Saturdays!

www.organiclea.org.uk
Cheers

Rebecca
Organiclea Community Growers
'Food growing on London's edge'

OFFICE: Hornbeam Centre, 458 Hoe Street. E17 020 8558 6880
At the Hornbeam Centre join our mid-week fruit and veg box scheme
or visit our Saturday market stall, 10-3.

GROWING SITE: Hawkwood Plant Nursery, Chingford E4
Join a Thursday afternoon workday,

or see website for open Sunday dates.
Find out about food growing advice, training and project support.

See www.organiclea.org.uk
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Things to do in the vegetable garden
(courtesy Garden Organic  www.gardenorganic.org.uk)

· Get organised for the spring and start collecting plastic bottles
for cloches. The sawn-off plastic bottles will protect individual
young plants from slug damage. Be sure not to trap a slug
inside.

· If you don’t already have one or need more, build a new
compost bin. Site it on bare earth or grass and make sure it is
accessible for adding, removing and turning the material. Avoid
using tanalised or pressure treated wood if building a bin from
scratch.

Sheds and fences may need repairing and painting to protect them over
the coming winter months. Always choose a safe preservative. The
Organic Gardening Catalogue sells Procol Fencecote, a non-toxic and
non-flammable water-based wood protection

Potato Day at Ryton
Saturday 29th January 2011 - Sunday 30th January 2011

at Ryton Gardens
Spudtastic time for gardeners
Over 200 different potatoes are listed on the British Potato Variety
database and gardeners can look forward to a choice of over 130 of
them at Potato Day at Ryton Gardens.
This famous event aims to get more of us growing our own portion of
the average 500 potatoes we each consume each year with a spud event
on Saturday 29 (MEMBERS ONLY) and Sunday 30 January 2011
(open to the public) in conjunction with Webbs Garden Centres.
This year’s 16th annual event will give budding growers the chance to
buy from over 130 different types of seed potatoes, with 40 organic
varieties.
Garden Organic’s Pauline Pears, who has attended all 16 Potato Days,
said “Many people think the growing season begins in spring  when it
actually starts in January the ideal time to buy seed potatoes and start
chitting them! Most of us have had a go at growing tomatoes or runner
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beans, but not potatoes, and yet they’re one of the easiest and earliest
vegetables to grow.”
At the event, visitors can buy seed potatoes by individually, by the
tuber and in special promo packs, including blight resistant Sarpo
potatoes alongside less common Edzell Blue, Peach Bloom and
Yeltholm Gypsy varieties. They will also have a once a year chance to
lay hands on rare vegetable seeds no longer available in the shops at
the Heritage Seed Library Seed Swap.
Also on the day: talks, tastings, tours and tips from the experts, as well
as a potato themed restaurant menu (booking essential), cookery
demonstrations, and gardening products for sale.

Sow, Save, Share: Audley End Seed Swap
Sunday 20th February 2011at Audley End
A seed club, which will help to sow, grow, save and share historic seed
with gardeners and growers in Essex is to be set up at Audley End
House and Gardens near Saffron Walden, Essex.
Kicking off with a Seed Swapping Event on Sunday 20 February,
English Heritage and Garden Organic, which manages the restored
walled organic kitchen garden at the site, will give local people the
chance to swap their surplus seed and try something different in the
coming season. They will also be able to hear about some of the
Victorian techniques used to this day by the Garden Organic team.
The walled organic kitchen garden already houses a large range of
historic vegetables thanks to its close ties with Garden Organic’s
Heritage Seed Library  a collection of rare and endangered vegetable
varieties. Through the Seed Swap event the two organisations hope to
find local enthusiasts and establish a long-term Seed Club to conserve
the tasty, unusual and historic veg being grown across Essex.

Garden Organic’s Chief Horticultural Officer, Bob Sherman said, “The
kitchen garden at Audley End already hosts over 150 varieties of
heritage vegetables over the growing year. We want to give people the
chance to share in this variety by coming along and swapping their
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seeds. There are nearly always more seeds in a packet than you need and
we’ll be encouraging people to try something new.”
A spokesperson for English Heritage’s said, “We do some great work
on site at preserving local customs and traditions, and we’re very proud
of the authentic vegetables and methods used in the Victorian kitchen
garden. We’d like people to come along and see the great work that is
being done here and invite them to get involved in the seed swapping
event.”
Visitors to the event are being urged to bring in their spare vegetable
seeds to swap in return for more unusual varieties such as rare Heritage
Seed Library tomatoes. Visitors can also enjoy talks and demonstrations
on Victorian techniques from the kitchen garden’s Head Gardener,
Mike Thurlow.
Entry to the Seed Swap event from 11am - 3.30pm will be £8.30 for
adults, £7.10 for concessions, £4.20 for children and £20.80 for a
family ticket. English Heritage and Garden Organic members get in free.
For more information visit
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/events or
www.gardenorganic.org.uk
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GM

The GM push is still on, with the UK hoping to take the lead.

This meeting is in central London and free and lunch will be provided.
For a detailed programme and registration form: info@stopgm.org.uk

Anti-GM update, networking and strategy session for NGOs,

grassroots and campaigners

Saturday 22nd January 10am - 6pm, London

You are warmly invited to join other activists and researchers for an
anti-GM update and strategy session. This day long national gathering
will bring together a wide range of people campaigning on GM related
issues, from climate activists to NGO representatives, community food
growers to beekeepers.

Genetically Modified crops are on the rise within the EU, and the
coalition government have declared that they intend to be the most pro
GM this country has ever seen. This is the perfect opportunity to get up
to speed with the latest in GM developments, and explore how you and
your organisation can be part of the UK’s emerging radical land and
food movement. The day starts off with briefing sessions designed to
give you clear data and an authoritative context on issues that are likely
to be stories in 2011. UN experts on agro ecology will also be presenting
research into alternatives.

The afternoon will focus on sharing and developing campaign ideas and
networking. This will include a strategic discussion on how we can
effectively counter misinformation and lobbying, as well evolving new
and existing campaigns.
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From the Guardian
The US embassy in Paris advised Washington to start a military-style
trade war against any European Union country which opposed
genetically modified (GM) crops, newly released WikiLeaks cables show.
In response to moves by France to ban a Monsanto GM corn variety in
late 2007, the ambassador, Craig Stapleton, a friend and business partner
of former US president George Bush, asked Washington to penalise the
EU and particularly countries which did not support the use of GM
crops.

"Country team Paris recommends that we calibrate a target retaliation list
that causes some pain across the EU since this is a collective
responsibility, but that also focuses in part on the worst culprits.

"The list should be measured rather than vicious and must be sustainable
over the long term, since we should not expect an early victory. Moving
to retaliation will make clear that the current path has real costs to EU
interests and could help strengthen European pro-biotech voices," said
Stapleton, who with Bush co-owned the St Louis-based Texas Rangers
baseball team in the 1990s.

In other newly released cables, US diplomats around the world are found
to have pushed GM crops as a strategic government and commercial
imperative.

Because many Catholic bishops in developing countries have been
vehemently opposed to the controversial crops, the US applied particular
pressure to the pope's advisers.

Cables from the US embassy in the Vatican show that the US believes
the pope is broadly supportive of the crops after sustained lobbying of
senior Holy See advisers, but regrets that he has not yet stated his
support. The US state department special adviser on biotechnology as
well as government biotech advisers based in Kenya lobbied Vatican
insiders to persuade the pope to declare his backing. "… met with [US
monsignor] Fr Michael Osborn of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum,
offering a chance to push the Vatican on biotech issues, and an
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opportunity for post to analyse the current state of play on biotech in
the Vatican generally," says one cable in 2008.

"Opportunities exist to press the issue with the Vatican, and in turn to
influence a wide segment of the population in Europe and the
developing world," says another.

But in a setback, the US embassy found that its closest ally on GM,
Cardinal Renato Martino, head of the powerful Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace and the man who mostly represents the pope at the
United Nations, had withdrawn his support for the US.

"A Martino deputy told us recently that the cardinal had co-operated with
embassy Vatican on biotech over the past two years in part to
compensate for his vocal disapproval of the Iraq war and its aftermath –
to keep relations with the USG [US government] smooth. According to
our source, Martino no longer feels the need to take this approach," says
the cable.

In addition, the cables show US diplomats working directly for GM
companies such as Monsanto. "In response to recent urgent requests by
[Spanish rural affairs ministry] state secretary Josep Puxeu and
Monsanto, post requests renewed US government support of Spain's
science-based agricultural biotechnology position through high-level US
government intervention."

It also emerges that Spain and the US have worked closely together to
persuade the EU not to strengthen biotechnology laws. In one cable, the
embassy in Madrid writes: "If Spain falls, the rest of Europe will follow."
The cables show that not only did the Spanish government ask the US to
keep pressure on Brussels but that the US knew in advance how Spain
would vote, even before the Spanish biotech commission had reported.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jan/03/wikilea
ks-us-eu-gm-crops
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Pesticides and Bees
Quietly, globally, billions of bees are being killed off threatening
our crops and food. But a global ban of one group of pesticides
could save bees from extinction.

Since banning this poison in four European countries, bee populations
have soared. But chemical companies are lobbying hard to keep their
killer pesticide on the market. A global outcry now for a ban in the
US and EU, where debate is raging, could provoke ripple effect
around the world.

Let’s build a giant global buzz calling for these dangerous chemicals to
be outlawed in the US and EU until and unless they are proved to be
safe. Sign the petition to save bees and our crops and send this to
everyone:

www.avaaz.org/en/save_the_bees/96.php
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Copy for the next edition of the Newsletter
depends on the outcome of the AGM!

Contact details for ELOG committee members:

www.elog.org.uk
Chair:
Anne Tennant, 120 Northcote Road, Walthamstow, London E17 7EB
Tel: 020 8520 5386

Vice Chairman:
Ken Coe, 139 Stradbroke Grove, Ilford IG5 ODL
Tel: 020 8550 2818

Secretary and Newsletter Editor:
Jeff Barber, 39 Seagry Road, Wanstead, London E11 2NH
Tel: 020 8530 2842
e-mail: julia.barber@freeuk.com

Treasurer and Webmaster:
Adrian Stannard, 19 Avon Road, Upper Walthamstow, London E17 3RB
Tel: 020 8521 4400
e-mail: adrian.stannard@btinternet.com


