
Dear K-5 families, 
 

As you know, there have been many changes this year in K-5 curricula and programming 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, including the switch to a remote teaching model for Music, 
Physical Education, and Art. This model has allowed students to continue to receive special area 
instruction while keeping themselves, our staff and community safe. Remote teaching has also 
presented new challenges for special area teachers. 
 

The K-5 Special Area team has been frequently reviewing and revising our remote 
teaching practices to better align with our district mission: "Enriching lives through quality 
learning for all.” To that end, we have solidified our grading protocol for the second and third 
academic trimesters. Please refer to the guidelines below for special area grading when 
reviewing your child's progress report. 
 
Habits Of Work 
Habits of Work targets are the skills that are important for all students to have to maximize their 
learning.  Please note that HOW targets are scored only on a 1-3 scale. These scores are averaged 
using a decaying average calculation that weights newer scores more heavily than older scores. 
 
Preparation for Learning - Student regularly completes asynchronous assignments in Seesaw 
or Google Classroom. Student uses necessary materials and supplies as directed. 
3.0 = All assignments completed 
2.0 - 2.9 = Some assignments completed 
1.1 - 1.9 Few assignments completed 
1.0 = No assignments completed  
 
Engagement with Learning - Student engages with learning tasks in synchronous Google Meet 
workshops and/or asynchronous assignments. 
3.0 = Completes all assignments and/or engages in all Google Meets 
2.0 - 2.9 = Completes some assignments and/or engages in some Google Meets 
1.1 - 1.9 Completes few assignments and/or engages in few Google Meets 
1.0 = Completes no assignments and engages in no Google Meets  
 
Interactions with Peers and Teachers - Student demonstrates safe, responsible, respectful, and 
kind interactions during all online activities. 
3.0 = Consistently demonstrates safe, responsible, respectful, and kind interactions  
2.0 - 2.9 = In most instances demonstrates safe, responsible, respectful, and kind interactions  
1.1 - 1.9 Occasionally demonstrates safe, responsible, respectful, and kind interactions  
1.0 = Student has has more than one instance where they did not demonstrate safe, responsible, 
and kind interactions 
 



 
Content Essential Learning Targets (ELT) 
Art, Music, and Physical Education instruction and learning is a required and an essential part of 
a student’s program. This year, due to the limitations the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
special area programming, students will only be assessed on a few select Essential Learning 
Targets for each special content area.  Although attending the synchronous (live) workshops on 
Google Meet are not required, they are strongly encouraged as they provide opportunities to gain 
further understanding of learning targets. Asynchronous specials assignments in Seesaw or 
Google Classroom ARE required and are the best opportunity for students to demonstrate their 
knowledge of their ELT. 
 
3.1 - 4.0 = exceeding expectation at this point in the year 
2.7 - 3.0 = meeting expectation at this point in the year 
2.5 – 2.6 = partially meeting expectation at this point in the year with a solid foundation for 
further learning 
2.0 – 2.4 = partially meeting expectation at this point in the year with an initial understanding or 
skill development below  
2.0 = concerns for further learning 
 

We hope this provides transparency and clarity as you and your child review your child’s 
upcoming progress reports. We thank you for all of your support and feedback as we strive to 
continue to provide quality special area programming for your child during this time. 
 

Please reach out to your child’s Music, Art, or Physical Education teacher with any 
specific grading questions or concerns. 
 
Very best, 
 
Christina Grygiel, Art, Small and Brown Schools 
Dorson Plourde, Art, Skillin and Brown Schools 
Margaret Burman, Art, Dyer and Kaler Schools 
Dustin Levesque, Music, Small and Brown Schools 
Chris Chasse, Music, Skillin and Brown Schools 
John Rimkunas, Music, Dyer and Kaler Schools 
Phil Conley, P.E, Small and Brown Schools 
Brianna Roberts, P.E, Skillin and Brown Schools 
Dianne Caterina, P.E,  Dyer and Kaler Schools 
Jennifer Fletcher, Band, all elementary schools 


