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Pope Francis grants Papal 
Blessings on 4 Pasig Parishes

BY FR. LITO JOPSON

The Church amidst the 2013 Elections
As the �013 elections fast ap-

proaches, the Church has 
been proactive in informing, edu-
cating and re-instilling the faith 
among the Filipinos. Consistent 
efforts have been done by the Par-
ish Pastoral Council for Respon-
sible Voting (PPCRV) in order to 
prepare the nation and guide them 
through a successful electoral pro-
cess in keeping with the Catholic 
faith.
   What is PPCRV?
   PPCRV serves as a citizen’s arm 
selected by COMELEC in 1991. 
The non-partisan organization is 
a response to faith and advocates 
for good governance and authentic 
democracy based on Catholic val-
ues.  It is their belief that fear of 
God, love for the country and re-
spect for the environment are fun-
damental to anyone who desires to 
govern. And with the right to vote, 
the citizens are empowered to par-
ticipate and direct the country’s 
future.
   In line with its goal to form the 
New Filipino Voter, the organiza-
tion actively promotes educat-
ing the Filipinos with regards to 
responsible voting. They aim to 
make the voters understand that 
they have the power to determine 
the quality of life that the nation 

BY MADEL ASUNCION

PASIG CITY - The Holy Father, 
Pope Francis officially granted 
the Papal Blessing to four parish-
es in the Diocese of Pasig for the 
Year of Faith.
   The parishes are the Archdioc-
esan Shrine of St. Anne in Sta. 
Ana, Taguig which will celebrate 
its 4�6th anniversary this July �6, 
the Parish of Sto. Tomas de Vil-
lanueva in Santolan, Pasig, which 
will celebrate its 60th anniversary 
on September ��, and the Parish-
es of Sto. Rosario de Pasig in Ro-
sario, Pasig City and Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary Parish in Lower 
Bicutan, Taguig City, both cel-
ebrating their golden anniversary 
on October 7.
   According to the official decree 
published by the Apostolic Peni-
tentiary last April 17, �013, Pope 
Francis conveyed to Pasig Bishop 
Mylo Hubert Vergara his senti-
ments of devotion to the faithful 
of the above-mentioned parishes.
   “Giving due thanks to God, for 
the distinct benefit accorded to 
the people on the foundation, in 
which without doubt the myster-
ies of the supernatural salvation 
of man are made manifest, it is 
worthwhile that the Christian 
faithful, in the above-mentioned 
anniversary, be prepared prop-
erly by works of piety, penitence 
and mercy,” the Pope’s message 
goes.
   The Holy Father instructed 
granting of the Blessing to faith-
ful “on the day that will be deter-
mined by the bishop, they visit 
the parish church, and there they 
participate in some sacred func-
tion devoutly or at least at a con-
venient time occupy themselves 
with pious reflections, conclud-
ing with the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, 
and Invocations to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.”
   “The Bishop may allow all 
Christian faithful to participate 
and for the purpose of the Year of 
Faith, to grant the Papal Blessing 
together with the plenary indul-
gence with the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Eucha-
ristic Communion, and Prayer 
for the intention of the Supreme 
Pontiff).”
   “The sick may also avail of the 
plenary indulgence on the condi-
tion that “they spiritually joined 
themselves in the anniversary cel-
ebrations, their prayers and con-
trition, or the inconveniencies of 
one’s life, offered to the merciful 
God through Mary.”
   “The Christian faithful moreover 
can gain partial indulgence, every 
time, at least with the contrite 
heart, with works either of mercy, 
or of penitence, or of evangeliza-
tion as proposed by the Diocesan 
Bishop, piously performed.”
   “The priests should provide the 
proper facilities to hear confes-
sions, promptly and with gener-
ous spirit administer themselves 

Continued on p. 10

the penitential celebrations and 
administer the Holy communion 
to the sick,” the decree instruct-
ed.
   The Papal Blessing will be ef-
fective within a year from the of-
ficial feast day of the Parish.
   The decree was signed by Pae-
nitentiarius Maior Emmanuel 
S.R.E. Cardinal Monteiro de 
Castro and Regens Christophoris 
Nykiel.
   The parish priests of the Golden 
Jubilee Parishes of Sto. Rosario 
de Pasig and Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary are Frs. Lito Jopson 
and Orlin Ordoña, respectively,  
while Fr. Ramil Marcos and Fr. 
Amando Litana are the parish 
priests of Sto. Tomas De Villan-
ueva and the Archdiocesan Shrine 
of St. Anne, respectively.

could have as a result to the elec-
tions. And so it is vital that they 
choose wisely and learn how to 
guard their votes.
   Where is PPCRV now?
   PPCRV’s efforts to sustain their 
voter’s education program are 
mainly focused on addressing the 
youth. This advocacy brings about 
the 1st PPCRV NCR Campus 
Youth Congress with the theme 
“Kilos Kabataan”.  The Diocese 
of Pasig was given the honor to 
accommodate this momentous 
event last March 8 with Pasig 
Catholic College as its chosen 
venue. Significant personalities 
such as COMELEC Chair Sixto 
Brillantes, DepEd Secretary Bro. 
Armin Luistro, FSC, and PPCRV 
Chair Henrietta de Villa graced 
the gathering to acknowledge the 
youth and to motivate over �,000 
students coming from different 
schools. The organization has also 
been tapping universities such as 
FEU, Ateneo, UP and UST to 
conduct forums on responsible 
voting.
   Series of conventions and train-
ings were also conducted to fur-
ther develop and implement the 
cause of PPCRV starting with the 
3-day assembly of the organiza-
tion’s heads which took place last 
March 6, 7 and 8. The Diocese of 
Pasig also called for representa-

tives from each parish to attend a 
seminar on voter’s education for 
three consecutive Saturdays (Feb-
ruary �3, March � and 9). These 
representatives then integrated 
their learning in a parochial level 
last March 16.
   Where does the Church and, 
moreover, the Diocese of Pa-
sig stand with 
regards to the 
coming elec-
tions?
   The encyclical 
by Pope Paul VI 
entitled Gaudi-
um Et Spes talks 
about the state 
of the Church 
in the modern 
world.  Among 
its messages is 
the Church’s 
position in asso-
ciation with the 
political commu-
nity.
   “The Church, 
by reason of her 
role and com-
petence, is not 
identified in any 
way with the po-
litical community 
nor bound to any 
political system. 
She is at once a 

sign and a safeguard of the tran-
scendent character of the human 
person.” (GS 76)
   But despite the independence 
of the Church from the politi-
cal community, she still actively 
voices out her concerns especial-
ly when the means of the other 

ter for Family Ministries speaker 
and counsellor, an arts enthusiast 
public servant.  
   This year’s board of   judges 
is composed of:  Bishop Mylo 
Vergara, Rev. Fr. Roy Rosales, 
Diocesan Commission on Cul-
tural Heritage Priest Minister & 
current judge at the Archdiocese 
of Manila Catholic Mass Media 
Awards;  Sis. Lucia Gumiran,sfic  
Executive Secretary of Manila Ec-
clesiastical Province School Sys-
tem Association (MaPSA);  Mr. 
Mark Gil de los Santos, Script-

PCMMA, p. 5
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PASIG CITY, Abril 30, �013 -   
“Sabihin ko lang po sa inyo na 
kung me napakahalaga po sa akin 
ay yung patuloy n’yo pong pag-
aalay ng sakripisyo’t panalangin 
para sa kabanalan ko at ng mga 
pari na manatili silang tapat sa 
kanilang pagkapari.  Sabi nga po 
marurupok po kami, sabi ko nga 
kanina sa aking homilya, ‘Hindi 
po madali at kailangan po ng 
katuwang sa pamamagitan ng bu-
hay panalangin...’” ang pakumba-
bang kahiligan ni Obispo Mylo 
Vergara sa mga nakipagdiwang sa 
kanyang ika-8 taong anibersaryo 
sa pagka-obispo.
   Si Reberendo Padre Orlando 
Cantillon, V.G., kasama ang pa-
munuan ng Immaculate Con-
ception Cathedral (ICC) Par-
ish Pastoral Council (PPC) ay 
naghandog ng isang masayang 
pagdiriwang  para sa ika-8 taong 
anibersaryo sa pagka-obispo ng 
Lubhang Kagalanggalang Mylo 
Hubert C. Vergara, D.D. na gi-
nanap sa ICC Parish Formation 
Center.  Nagsidalo sa inihandang 
programa ang mga paring nakip-
agdiwang sa Misang Pasasalamat 
na pinamunuan ni Obispo Ver-
gara.  Maging ang mga represent-
ante ng bawat ministry, sub-par-
ish, at mga organisasyon ng ICC 
ay dumating upang bumati bitbit 
ang kani-kanilang mga alay na re-
galo para sa mahal na Obispo.  
   Ipinaliwanag ng Obispo ang 
kahalagahan kung bakit ipinag-
diriwang ang anibersaryo ng pag-

MALIGAYANG ANIBERSARYO, BP. MYLO!  Binigyang parangal ng ICC ang mahal na Obispo.  LARAWAN NI CONRAD ALVEZ

diocesan / parish news

NI CONRAD ALVEZ

Bike for CHAMP 2013 Elections
PASIG CITY - On Labor Day, 
over 500 bikers from the Dio-
cese of Pasig joined the “Bike for 
CHAMP �013 Elections” orga-
nized by the local Parish Pastoral 
Council for Responsible Voting 
(PPCRV) in support of the dio-
cese’s advocacy “I Choose God, 
I Vote Good”.
   The 17-km route which cir-
cled Pasig, Taguig and Pateros 
commenced at 5 o’clock in the 
morning at Plaza Rizal in front 
of the Immaculate Concepcion 

NI ANNIE ASUNCION

Sta. Marta, nagdiwang ng Ika-
20 anibersaryo ng Parokya

PASIG CITY - Ipinagdiwang ng 
Parokya ng Sta. Martha ang kan-
yang ika-�0 taong anibersaryo 
ng pagkakatatag noong ika – �6 
ng Abril �013 na may temang 
“Pananampalatayang tinanggap, 
Pinagyayaman…pinapahayag!  
Makiisa makibahagi…magtulun-
gan tayo!”
   Pinamunuan ng Lubhang Ka-
galang-galang Mylo Hubert C. 
Vergara, D.D., Obispo ng Pasig  
ang Ground Breaking Ceremony Itutuloy sa p. 10

Obispo Mylo, nagdiwang ng ika-8 taon sa pagka-Obispo

Support 
a worthy 

cause!
Be a benefactor of DALOY 

and keep it flowing to your 
parishes for free!

   For only P1,000, you’ll 
receive a 1-year subscription of 

Daloy delivered personally to you 
through your Parish Media Minister. 

We’ll also publish your birthday and 
anniversary if you so wish.

Call us at 6410728 for more informa-
tion.
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para sa ipapatayong Parish Rec-
tory and Formation Center at ang 
Pagdiriwang ng Banal na Misa sa 
ganap na ika-5:30 ng hapon.
   Ang pagpapatayo ng Parish Rec-
tory at Parish Formation Center 
ay kaganapan ng isang  pangarap 
ng mga taga-Sta. Martha. Batay sa 
naging resulta sa ginawang survey 
noong �01�, marami ang nanini-
wala na kailangan ito upang mag-
karoon ng lugar ng pagdarausan 
ng mga paghuhubong na gagawin 
at para mapalalim ang kamalayan 

Cathedral. As the bikers rode to 
the first light of day, the curios-
ity of the citizens they passed by 
was stimulated. The goal of the 
cycling event which was to pro-
mote awareness on voters’ edu-
cation was ultimately achieved. 
Not only Catholic faithfuls stood 
up for the cause, but a few mem-
bers of the Muslim and Protestant 
communities extended their sup-
port as well.
   After a �-hour bike ride, the par-
ticipants assembled back in Pasig 
Catholic College to culminate the 
activity with a Eucharistic cele-

bration presided by Bishop Mylo 
Vergara. In his homily, the bishop 
presented the stand of the Diocese 
of Pasig in the coming elections 
and enlightened the attendees re-
garding the advocacy “I Choose 
God, I Vote Good”.
   The event was also graced with 
the presence of Ms. Ginny de 
Villa, daughter of PPCRV Chair 
Tita de Villa, to acknowledge the 
effort of the Diocese of Pasig as 
well as to emphasize the goal of 
PPCRV to achieve a Clean, Hon-
est, Accurate, Meaningful and 
Peaceful elections this �013.

kapari o pagka-obispo, “Alam 
nyo sa aking panalangin kanina 
naging maliwanag sa akin na 
kaya kailangang ipagdiwang ang 
anibersaryo sa diwa ng Banal na 
Eukaristiya para sa isang pari o 
para sa isang Obispo, ito’y pag-
kilala na ang kanyang pagkapari 
o pagka-obispo ay mula sa Diyos 
wala nang iba.” 
   Nagtanghal ng isang natatang-
ing sayaw ang mga piling kasapi 
ng Catholic Womens’ League 
(CWL) at hinarana naman ng 
ICC Music Ministry ang Obispo 

habang nakapila ang mga nagha-
handog ng sari-saring regalo.
   Nagbigay aliw din sa Obispo at 
sa mga panauhing nakikipagdi-
wang  ang mga awitin at pagtug-
tog ng violin nina Ms. Marianne 
Miguel (Soprano) at Ma. Lourdes 
Miguel (Classical Violinist) na 
pawang mga propesyunal sa la-
rangan ng pag-awit at pagtutgtog 
ng instrumento ng musika.
   Nagpa-unlak din sa paanyaya 
si Gng. Eden Vergara, minamahal 
na ina ni Bishop Mylo at iba pang 

Itutuloy sa p. 10
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CELEBRATING THE YEAR    OF FAITH THIS MAY �013

His Excellency,
Most Rev. Mylo 
Vergara, D.D., 
Bishop of Pasig

Message

Since the beginning of time, God has not stopped communicat-
ing his love for His people. Scriptures and tradition are proof 

enough of how God builds up and forms His people. To realize His 
plan he tasked Moses to free his people from slavery in Egypt after 
which He sent prophets to guide them all along. His greatest mani-
festation of love however came when He sent his only begotten Son, 
the “Word-made-flesh, and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1, 
14). Christ is the message himself.  He is “the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life”. (John 14, 6)  After forming the nucleus of the Church, he 
commanded his apostles to go to all the nations and proclaim all that 
he has told them with an assurance that he will be with them until 
the end of time. (Matt. �8: 16-�0)
    The task of proclaiming God’s love goes on. We are now his 
communicators through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Truly we 
are all happy for what  media ministry has come up as part of our 
year of faith journey in our diocese. Just in time for the celebrations 
of Ascension and Pentecost, the Diocese of Pasig holds Mediafest  
�013, the first in the Diocese, giving due recognition and award to 
entries in various media categories. We hope and pray that this will 
encourage parishioners to share their talents in the field of commu-
nications and make media a tool of evangelization. At this time of 
worldwide connectivity due to technology, all kinds of information 
are available to our people.  It is at this time that the Catholic media 
should stand out as the true communicator of God, to ferret out the 
truth and make use of communication technology to bring Christ’s 
teachings to the world. 

Message

In behalf of the Office of the Vicar General, I wish to convey 
my congratulations to the efforts of the Diocese of Pasig 

Media Ministry to organize the First Pasig Catholic Mass Media 
Awards this coming May 17, �013. Though this event, we are 
promoting the media as an opportune, relevant and effective 
means of evangelization. The recent survey conducted by the 
Social Weather Station (SWS) last February 15-17, �013 reveals 
that one out eleven Catholics (9.�%) is thinking of leaving the 
Catholic Church. Furthermore, it reveals that in 1991, the Sun-
day Church attendance was 64% and it went down to 37% this 
year. To me, this is a great challenge for a renewed and integral 
evangelization. We need to evangelize families, build more 
basic ecclesial communities and engage more parish stewards. 
And I believe that the mass media can be a powerful tool for 
this renewed evangelization. Rest-assured of  my support and 
prayers for the Pasig Media Ministry.

OUR FINALISTS
   1.  PINTIG - STA. CLARA DE 
MONTEFALCO PARISH
   2.  UNIVERSITAS - UNIVER-
SITY OF ASIA & THE PACIFIC
   3.  UA & P NEWS PAGE 
- UNIVERSITY OF ASIA & THE 
PACIFIC
   4.  THE CRUSADER, COL-
LEGE DEPARTMENT - PASIG 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE
   5.  THE CRUSADER, HIGH 
SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT - PA-
SIG CATHOLIC COLLEGE
   6.  PAULIWORLD - ST. PAUL 
COLLEGE, PASIG CITY

   1.  AN UNLIKELY LESSON 
ON RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 
- FRANCES CHRISTINE SAY-
SON, ST. PAUL COLLEGE 
PASIG CITY
   2.  WASC ACCREDITOR 
HAILS SPCP - ELESI SUNGA 
AND SOFIA RUIZ,  ST. PAUL 
COLLEGE, PASIG CITY
   3.  A UNIVERSITY PRESI-
DENT’S LOVE AFFAIR WITH 
THE REVERED “BELEN” 
- CARLO CHRISTIAN CA-
BRERA, UNIVERSITY OF 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, PUB-
LISHED IN BUSINESS MIR-
ROR
   4.  5TH VOCFEST A SUC-
CESS - ANNA MADEL ASUN-
CION, DALOY
   5.  MARTIAL LAW: FIRST 
WORLD PROBLEMS FROM 
THE BAGONG LIPUNAN - TE-
RESA NAVAL, ST.PAUL COL-
LEGE PASIG CITY

media fest 2013!

Best Newsletter / Magazine

Best News, opinion, 
or feature article

Rev. Fr. Orlando 
Cantillon, 
Vicar General
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   1.  SIX DEGREES  OF SEPA-
RATION FROM LILIA CUN-
TAPAY - ANTOINETTE JADA-
ONE
   2.  VICTUS - ANNA MADEL  
ASSUNSION
   3.  IKAW NA! - MR. ROQUE 
ROY NAVARRO/ MR.NICK 
TAYAG

PALAYOK, PANGARAP, PAG-
ASA - PASIG ICC SOUP 
KITCHEN

   1.  KUWARESMA: PAGPAPA-
LALIM NG PANANALIG, PAG-
ASA AT PAG-IBIG - STA. CLARA 
DE MONTEFALCO PARISH
   2.  IBAHAGI SI KRISTO SA 
KAPAWA BILANG ISANG TAPAT 
NA LINGKOD - STA. CLARA DE 
MONTEFALCO PARISH
   3.  WASHING OF THE FEET 
- STA. CLARA DE MONTEFALCO 
PARISH
   4.  FIESTA HIGHLIGHTS - STA. 
CLARA DE MONTEFALCO PAR-
ISH
   5.  VENERATION OF THE 
CROSS - STA. CLARA DE MON-
TEFALCO PARISH

  1.  www.pasigiccsoupkitchen.com - PASIG SOUP KITCHEN
  2.  www.uap.asia - UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
  3.  www.stmichaelparishhagonoy.weebly.com - ST.MICHAEL 
PARISH – ALFIE M. LAPLANA

Diocese of Pasig holds 1st Pasig 
Catholic Mass Media Awards

PASIG CITY - The Diocese of Pasig, 
through His Excellency, Most Rev-
erend Mylo Hubert C. Vergara, D.D., 
organized the 1st Pasig Catholic Mass 
Media Awards (PCMMA) to stress the 
importance of Mass Media for total 
human development.  Rev. Fr. Joselito 
Jopson, Priest Minister of the Media 
and Public Affairs Ministry of the Dio-
cese of Pasig, Anchor of Radio Veritas 
program Kapanalig and Director of TV 
Maria served as implementer of the 
bishop.  The event also coincides with 
the celebration of the International So-
cial Communication Day. 
   The birth of PCMMA was called for 
to stress the importance of mass media 
and to instill a sense of responsibility in 
all media practitioners.  It was gracious-
ly patterned from the original Catholic 
Mass Media Awards of the Archdiocese 
of Manila which was organized through 
His Eminence Archbishop +Jaime L. 
Cardinal Sin and was first given out in 
1978.  
   The Diocese of Pasig Bishop recog-
nized the significant role of mass me-
dia in the evangelization of the people 
of God.  He first declared the need to 
reorganize and educate the Media and 
Public Affairs Ministries in every Par-
ish of the Diocese.  He underscored the 
significant role of the Mass Media in 
the evangelization and promotion of the 
work of the church. 
   His Excellency Most Reverend Fran-
cisco C. San Diego, Bishop Emeritus 
of Pasig, had installed the first Media 
Ministers of the Diocese on the 15th of 
May �010.
   February 4, �010.  Forty (40) media 
ministers representing the �7 parishes 
were gathered to attend an orientation 
seminar which was graced by Bishop 
Mylo Vergara.  He explained in his lec-
ture:  “Jesus is the self-communication 
of the Father.  He proclaims what the 
Father wants to communicate with us. 
The Holy Spirit is the Agent.” He fur-
ther said that everything starts and ends 
with God and nothing is more important 
than the communication of God.

BY CONRAD ALVEZ

   “God blessed us with advancement 
in technology to enhance our commu-
nication.  The same as before when 
God gave us our human body but we 
use it to hurt others.  It’s just the same 
as the television (TV) can be used to 
distort the truth… for their profit…or 
they can use it to propagate Christian 
values... Same principle, can we give 
an alternative for the world? Can we 
give a Christ Alternative for the world? 
We can be an instrument of commu-
nication for the world,” were part of 
the very inspiring words delivered by 
Bishop Mylo to the media ministers in 
his attempt to rekindle the fire in their 
hearts. 
   Bishop Mylo Vergara instructed Rev-
erend Fr. Lito Jopson,  who in turn col-
laborated with the Media and Public 
Affairs Ministers of the Diocese and 
they eventually came up with the  1st  
Pasig Catholic Mass Media Awards as 
their initial advocacy project for the 
year �013. The Steering Committee 
was formed from the officers of the 
Diocesan Media and Public Affairs 
Ministry.
   The 1st  Pasig Catholic Mass Media 
Awards was scheduled to be held on 
May 17, �013 at the Aula Minor Audi-
torium, Pasig Catholic College, Pasig 
City. 
   Initially, the PCMMA started giving 
out awards for: best newsletter, parish, 
local or school, best news or features 
article; best video documentary of 
narrative (short and long films); best 
news photo; and best website.
   The distinctive PCMMA trophy 
symbolizes the role of media to pro-
claim the light of truth to everyone. 
   The Awards are agreed upon by judg-
es submitted by the Awards Committee 
to the Priest Minister and confirmed 
by His Excellency Mylo Hubert C. 
Vergara, D. D. for their competence, 
impartiality, and integrity.  This year’s 
set of judges came from a variety of 
fields such as a media practitioner, ac-
ademician, member of the clergy, Cen-

media fest 2013!
Best Video Documentary
or narrative (long Film)

Best Video Documentary
or narrative (short Film)

Best News Photo

Best Website

THE AUTHOR WITH THE BOARD OF JUDGES.  From L-R: Grace Marquez, Sis. Lucia 
Gumiran, SFIC, Fr. Lito Jopson, Conrad Alvez, Mark “Volta” delos Santos, and Noel 
Rivera.

Continued on p.  2
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April - May 2013 special event

THE belen, or crèche, is not an uncommon sight this time of year, 
especially in a country such as the Philippines that is deeply rever-

ential to the spirit of the season and the figures and events the belen 
represents. But while most Filipinos are content with displaying store-
bought reproductions, some make a tradition out of taking it upon 
themselves to build such displays of faith from the ground up.
   In this regard, perhaps no other community in the country is as 
united and profoundly entrenched in the yearly act of belen-mak-
ing as the University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P), whose passion 
for which is slowly making its way to its neighboring establishments 
and beyond, with media outlets starting to take notice. The university 
co-organizes the Belenistas de Ortigas, an annual belen competition 
among business establishments in Ortigas Center initiated by UA&P, 
in partnership with Ortigas Center Association Inc. and Barangay San 
Antonio, Pasig City. In keeping with the time-honored Filipino tradition, 
Belenistas de Ortigas has challenged members of the Ortigas Center 
community to create scenes of Christ’s birth and display them in front 
of their respective buildings. The competition envisions transform-
ing the business district into a “Belen Town,” which not just serves as 
a tourist destination but also promotes Christian values among the 
members of the community.
   For the last several years, the university has also held annual inter-
office contests on which staff members can make the best belen—a 
veritable showcase of skills that has only grown more competitive 
each year. The university truly has belen-making down to an art form 
and has become a tradition that eludes almost no member of its com-
munity, least of all the university president himself, Dr. Jose Maria 
Mariano, who has been a prime instigator and a technician of the craft. 
Nearly every year since beginning his tenure as president in 2000, Dr. 
Mariano has devoted hours from his busy schedule during the Christ-
mas season to roll up his sleeves and join various members of the 
faculty and staff in creating the centerpiece of the school’s displays: its 
biggest and most elaborate belen in the heart of the school chapel, the 
Stella Orientis Oratory. The name translates, fittingly enough, to “Star 
of the Orient,” and much like how the Star of Bethlehem led the Three 
Kings on their voyage that fateful night, so does Stella Orientis bring 
people from nearby homes and businesses to UA&P to take a gander 
at the spectacle of the belen.
   Dr. Mariano started his career in academe as a mathematics 
educator while taking up his graduate studies at King’s College of 
the University of London. He soon pursued his doctorate degree in 
Philosophy from the University of Navarra, while concurrently teaching 
mathematical economics in the Spanish university. It was there that 
he cultivated his predilection for art, particularly sculpture, finding time 
during his studies to practice sculpting before eventually taking himself 
and his avocation to the Center for Research and Communication, the 
founding institution of UA&P where some of his works can be seen on 
display. A dedicated academic who witnessed and helped the univer-
sity expand from a single building in the 1990s to the bustling campus 
it is today, Dr. Mariano continues to indulge in his artistic side by work-
ing on the university’s belen while inspiring those around him to take 
part in a cultural and spiritual custom.
   But the belen isn’t just there to beautify and to edify, as Dr. Mariano 
emphasizes its more important, underlying significance to the people 
who see it. “It’s not just there to be beautiful, it’s there to help people 
pray,” he says. “That’s also why we encourage everyone in the univer-
sity to put up a belen in their workplaces: to remind them to set aside 
some time during the Christmas season to just take a moment to 
reflect and to pray.”
   In the weeks before the belen’s completion, Dr. Mariano and his 
group often stay at the university for extended hours working on the 
project which, for the sake of maximum effect, calls for secrecy before 
it is finally unveiled to the general public. Most of the belen is hand-
made, crafted out of wood and cloth transformed into recognizable 
shapes with careful planning, artistic skill and a dash of what Dr. Mari-
ano prefers to remain “trade secrets.” The president makes regular 

A univeristy 
president’s love 

with the revered 
belen

by Carlo Christian Cabrera
WESTERN ASOCIATION for School and Colleges (WASC) Execu-

tive Director Dr. David Brown personally congratulated the school’s 
administration for the remarkable educational practices he was able to 
witness during his two-day visit in the high school department. 
   Aside from observing classes, Dr. Brown also had separate conferences 
with the school’s leadership team along with Mrs. Irene Villanueva, the 
head of the Curriculum Development Board, Sister Teresita Agana, SPC, 
High School Principal, and Mr. Ronald Santos, the HS Assistant Principal 
for Academics, regarding the self- study the school submitted in August. 
The self- study contained the school’s report on the criteria for evaluation 
the WASC has set which are composed of the following: Organization for 
Student Learning: Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment; Support for 
Student Personal and Academic Growth and; Resource Management and 
Development.
   In his meeting with the school administrators, he commended the 
school’s Giftedness Instruction for Talent (GIFT) Development Program, 
noting that it was admirable how the students remained receptive and 
responsive even after school hours to have their talents and skills honed.
   Dr. Brown also interviewed some students while he was walking around 
the campus and while he was observing classes. Meanwhile, officers of 
the Student Coordinating Team met with Dr. Brown to discuss student in-
volvement in the administration of the school and other student concerns.
   From Local to International Accreditation
   The administration sought for WASC accreditation to determine if the 
school is on par with international standards after the school has received 
the highest possible rating from local accreditation agencies such as the 
Philippine Association of Accrediting Schools, Colleges, and Universities 
(PAASCU).
   Preparations were made as far back as Mary when teachers and staff 
discussed the various improvements the school could work on prior to the 
accreditation. These problems were put into light early to give the school 
ample time to fix what could be done such as the air conditioning unit 
problems as well as the availability of Internet in the classrooms. Exhibits 
were also prepared to showcase Paulinian work.
   During the school’s pre-opening activities, Dr. Sally Chou, an educa-
tion expert, provided high school teachers and administrator, an orienta-
tion and training on international accreditation. Also, she want over the 
preliminary reports that were prepared regarding he WASC criteria and 
provided some comments on the improvement of the reports.
Initial accreditation eyed
   There are three possible outcome based on the WASC commission’s 
decision: denial, candidacy, and initial. Denial means that none of the 
criteria was met by the school. On the other hand, candidacy means the 
most of the criteria are satisfied but not fully. This will require a second 
visit after two years. Meanwhile, initial accreditation – which the school 
aims to acquire – means that the school complied with and met all the 
criteria given and would receive the stamp of accreditation with a follow-
up visit after three years.
   Graduating students’ transcript will be marked with the WASC seal of 
accreditation upon grant of initial accreditation, which will facilitate faster 
and serious application and admission process in schools abroad. A deci-
sion of candidacy would also permit a WASC seal although only stating 
the school as candidate for approval. 
   After his visit, Dr. Brown will submit and present a report to the WASC 
commission, which afterwards, based on Dr. Brown’s findings and obser-
vations, will decide if the school passed of failed in the criteria of evalua-
tion. 
   Results are expected to be released on the first week of February.
   Mr. Santos aims to get the message across to the students that accredi-
tations are not routine process but are means to beef up o improvement, 
advance continuous progress, and foster groundbreaking innovation. 
“At the end of the day, everything is for the welfare of the students and 
providing them with the best possible faculties and instruction for basic 
education,” he said.   
   The international accreditation of the school took off from the vision of 
former SPCP Directress, Sr. Teresita Baricuana, SPC.         

WASC accreditor 
hails SPCP

By Elise Sunga and Sofia Ruiz

Finalist Finalist
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PASIG CITY – the diocese of Pasig successfully hosted the 5th 
Regional Vocation Festival in St. Paul College Pasig (SPCP), Brgy. 

Ugong last November 10, 2012.
   With the initiative of the Directors of Vocations in the Philippines 
– National Capital Region (DVD-NCR), the whole day event which was 
themed “I Am for Christ” has inspired about 3,000 young delegates 
from the Ecclesiastical Province of <manila to rediscover their faith and 
listen closely to His calling.
   The event primarily aims to encourage vocations to priesthood and 
consecrated life among the youth in the metropolitan area. The cal of 
the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, for Renewed Evangelization and 
Integral Faith Formation has also instigated the festival.
   Flocks of young individuals together with over 400 vocation promot-
ers and animators from 79 religious congregations started convening 
in the SPCP Complex early Saturday morning. The enthused partici-
pants were broken into groups and were instructed to pass through 5 
breakthrough circles, each manifesting an important event in Christ’s 
life. These in particular were the Lord’s nativity, His public ministry, 
the calling of the twelve disciples, His passion and His resurrection, 
which were creatively presented through dramatizations, pantomimes 
and interactive segments. In the spirit of the Year of Faith, the organiz-
ers hoped to preserve the youth’s devotion to Christ by revisiting His 
journey in the said activity.  Fr. Jhun Sanchez, the regional vocation 
director of NCR, emphasized this goal in a press conference held that 
afternoon. “The activity wherein they were broken into groups or circles 
was for our young people to open the door of faith, and for them to be 
able to look at the meaning or to situate themselves on the real mean-
ing of vocation,’ Sanchez said as cited by CBCP News.
   With the challenges presented by the digitally driven world today, the 
church has been dedicated in forging a righteous path for young Catho-
lics. In line with this, the organizers believe that technology if used 
responsibly can be an effective means of evangelization. 
   In the later part of the festival, Bishop Mylo Hubert Vergara, D.D., 
Bishop of Pasig and Chairman of CBCP’s Commission on Seminaries, 
shared the “Gospel of the Five Fingers” as devised by Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta. It consisted of five words from Matthew 25: “You did it to 
me.” This referred to Jesus’ teaching, “Whatever you do to the least of 
My brothers, you do unto Me.” This means that we are called to serve 
our neighbors, because it is also Jesus whom we glorify by doing such. 
Moreover, Bishop Vergara asked the youth to set St. Pedro Calungsod 
– who responded to his calling and proved his enduring love for Christ 
at the tender age of 17 – as a model of faith. 
   The festival also saw the launch of the First Vocation Mass Audio-CD 
which was produced by the Diocese of Pasig through the Commis-
sion on Vocation. Distributed by Paulines Audiovisuals, the 19-track 
album contained “songs for the Mass for the increase of Priestly and 
Religious Vocation based from the Third Edition of the Roman Mis-
sal”. The closing track, “I Am for Christ” was the festival’s theme song. 
Most of the songs were performed by Levitecoro, a chorale hailing from 
Sta. Martha Parish under the Diocese of Pasig, and Fr. Jhun Sanchez. 
Other singers include Fr. Lito Jopson, Fr. Ronnie Samaniego, Fr. Orlin 
Ordona and Mr. Manuel Makinano.
   After a long certainly fruitful day, the even concluded with the celebra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist presided by Bishop Vergara. Under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, the participants were left with the challenge to 
offer themselves to the Lord and ultimately declare “I Am for Christ!”
    The DVP-NCR’s efforts to bring young Filipinos closer to divinity 
have truly paid off. The coordinators who have put their hard work in 
the festival are as follows: Fr. Jhun Sanchez – Pasig, DVP-NCR Re-
gional coordinator, Fr. Jason Laguerta – Manila, Fr. Alex Amandy – Ka-
lookan, Fr. Jeffrey Santos – Antipolo, Fr. Joseph Landero – Parañaque, 
Fr. Gilbert Dumlao – Cubao, Fr. Joel Buenviaje – Novaliches, and Fr. 
Pablo de Guzman – MOP.
   The organizers’ sincerest gratitude goes to Most Rev. Mylo Hubert 
Vergara for his exceeding support, as well as to Sr. Dedicacion Rosario 
SPC, for warmly accommodating the event.            

5th Vocfest a 
success

by Madel Asuncion

It is quite an irony an uprising over a supposed violation of certain civil 
rights and liberties has shed on the very nature of these rights and 

liberties.
   The Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012, released to much public 
discontent and furor last October, prompted countless statements on 
its numerous facets, such as the role and responsibilities of the govern-
ment, the prominence and importance of social media, and even the 
integrity of its proponents. It has been decried as unconstitutional and 
dangerous on many counts, mainly in terms of censorship and privacy. 
In particular, most saw the provision against online libel as an enormous 
threat to the right freedom of expression, especially among the youth 
who have long thrived in the open and unhindered environments of their 
social networking sites.
   In fact, it may be said that the protest against the libel provision, in 
popular consensus, forms that backbone of the overall objection to the 
Cybercrime Prevention Act. Self-censorship, in accordance to this provi-
sion, has been seen as the worst threat to Internet users nationwide. 
The right and liberty to speak out against whomever, according to many, 
has been trampled upon by the single provision. 
   But what many fail to realize or acknowledge is that the right to free-
dom of expression is, as with all other rights and liberties, accompanied 
by indispensible responsibilities, the recent and unrestrained outrage 
over the Act has presented starkly how the free environment online 
has caused most to neglect the most important of these responsibilities 
– that of self-regulation or the so-dread self-censorship.
   Many mourned how the provision stipulated that each would be more 
responsible for their actions online than ever before, that there would 
be no room for the impulsiveness that has long dominated social net-
working sites through status messages, blog, posts, and Tweets. The 
introduction of an increased liability online has sparked such dissent, 
as if liability on its own as a virtually unheard-of concept. And perhaps 
it holds true – after all, millions of users have used the Internet to air 
about a moment’s grievance, a split second burst of violent emotion, or 
a personal, hate-filled rant and all with such impunity, knowing that there 
is no practical punishment for doing so, unlike the verbal counterparts. 
   Self-regulation, on many occasions, has been virtually nil. And of-
tentimes what would normally be demanded norms of society such as 
gallantry and refinement have been nonexistent in favor of supposed 
“freedom of expression.”
   To cite the right to freedom of expression as grounds to neglect the 
responsibility of self-regulation online or in any medium is against the 
very essence of that freedom. The freedom of expression and speech 
is, for all its universality, inherently limited by the responsibility of the 
individual to censor oneself as one sees proper and ethical. In the real-
ity beyond usernames and pseudonyms, one cannot simply lambaste 
another without taking responsibility for it, nor can one publicly malign 
another without accepting the inevitable consequences – consequences 
that have taken a backseat in the digital world where anonymity is an 
appealing escape. It is the practice of self-censorship that encourages 
a sense of responsibility and careful thought before speaking about or 
acting on anything to avoid dire, irrevocable consequences. More impor-
tantly, self-regulation ensures that in the practice of one’s freedom of 
expression, one does impinge on another’s freedom to similar liberties. 
In the face of the tantalizing liberty to be found in a universal medium 
such as the internet, this has largely been ignored, forgotten, or hid 
with a veneer of self-serving claims to civil rights and liberties. There is 
no doubt that there is a need to amend the Cybercrime Prevention Act. 
There are many problematic stipulations as deemed by legislators and 
constituents alike, and many credible lawyers and personalities have 
seen further dangers should the law be firmly enforced. In fact, the libel 
provision in itself holds to be unclear and highly subject to personal 
judgment at best, as well as unrealistic and a possible grounds for fu-
ture abuse in the hands of self-righteous leaders. 

An unlikely lesson 
on rights and 

liberties

by Frances Christine Sayson

Finalist Finalist

Continued on p. 10



8   DALOY      Diocese of Pasig

April - May 2013

Father in heaven, we thank You immensely 
For giving us the chance to adore, love and serve you
Through the Church and its ministries.
We thank you above all for your Son, Jesus Christ,
The Word-made-flesh who made his dwelling among us
And taught us many things that lead us back to You.
As we celebrate the Year of Faith in the Diocese of Pasig,
Help us use mass media well to promote your truth
That leads us all to life and freedom.
Fill us with Your love, forgiveness, peace, and joy.
And with one voice, may we communicate to the world 
The hope that comes only from You, 
Who live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever. Amen. 

YOU KNOW it’s that special time again when Social Science teach-
ers begin playing the ‘Batas Militar’ documentary in the class.

   It has been forty years since the former President Ferdinand Mar-
cos declared Martial Law n the nation last September 23, 1972. But 
beyond bombings, propaganda, and curfews, Proclamation No.1081 
was more than just a law – it became a way of life. 
   And every lifestyle has its fair share of tedious inconveniences.
   ‘First World Problems,’ a popular internet meme, had originally 
referred to the minor complaints of the highly privileged, but it can 
also be interpreted as what people say – ‘making mountains out of 
molehills.’
   It would be hypocritical to say that every kid growing up during mar-
tial law understood the implications of proclamation No. 1081, donned 
yellow in every rally, or had their relatives taken way by the Metro-
com police. Let’s face it – young people handled their own childish 
problems, like facing the next horrid dish of veggies as life or death 
situations.
   So, if you were growing up in the ‘New Society’, chances are you 
would have a handful of ’First World Problems’ – and the following 
might be some of them:
   1. Memorizing the lyrics of Bagong Lipunan   
   What!? Another song? Just when you finally perfected the national 
anthem, and with feelings too! Bagong Lipunan, may bagong silang…
Uh, what goes next?
   2. Missing the Voltes V Finale       
   Lovable characters such as Steve, Big Bert, Jamie, Mark, and Little 
John would have whopped Marcos’ butt and overthrown his totalitar-
ian government! …Wait, wasn’t there an episode like that? What a 
coincidence.
   3. Late Night Mayhem     
   No last full shows in cinemas, no rounds of ‘Pusoy Dos’ on make-
shift tables on the street, and no parties. Fancy a romantic stroll under 
the 11’ o’clock moonlight? Well, chances are the police will get you for 
not observing curfew hours. Also, a stroll near midnight isn’t exactly 
the smartest thing to do, with or without a curfew.
   4. Confusing yourself with the dual meaning of ‘salvage’  
   In English, it defines itself as ‘to save,’ but Proclamation no. 1081 
says otherwise. In Martial Law terminology? – torture and brutal mur-
ders.  
   5. Green Revolution        
   Since Voltes V was banned, what was there to do except crops in 
your backyard? Hurrah for self-sustainability.
   6. Nutribuns            
    These scrumptious and ‘nutritious’ snacks, as the name obviously 
displays, were courtesy of Imelda Marcos. Sure, they were sup-
posed to curb the hunger problem, but bread alone couldn’t replace a 
complete meal. But look at the bright side; at least they weren’t called 
Marcos Buns.
   7. Encountering Orwellian terms everywhere you go   
    Miniluv (The Ministry of Love), which controlled the people’s will, 
may have appeared in George Orwell’s novel 1984, but in Martial Law 
Philippines, ‘Pag-Ibig’ was a house loan, ’Bliss’ meant low-cost hous-
ing, and the ‘Love Bus’ was a mode of transportation.
   8. Not having the First Lady’s wardrobe  
   The former first lady Imelda Marcos was known throughout the 
world for her fashion sense, especially for owning the most shoes in 
the world – three thousand pairs.
   9. Being too young to join the People Power Revolution    
   Now this just rubs in the fact that grown-ups have all the fun.
   10. Internet as myth. 
   You’d blog only if you could. After all, if Marcos kept a diary. Why 
couldn’t you?                   
                                                                          

Martial law: 1st 
world problems 
from “Bagong 

Lipunan”

by Teresa Naval

  The PCMMA trophy is a visible image of the 
Church in communication and communion.  
Its ground is circular, reflecting the motto of 
unity in the Diocese: “Ut unum sint”; at the 
center is Christ, the light of the world.  That 
is why the overall shape of the trophy is 
like a flame of light to symbolize the role of 
media to proclaim with passion the light of 
God’s truth to everyone.

Finalist PRAYER FOR THE 
MEDIAFEST

the pcmma trophy

FR. ROY M. ROSALES, STL
Parish Priest, San Roque Parish
Director, Pateros Catholic School
Director, Pasig Diocesan Commis-
sion for Cultural Heritage
Judge, Archdiocese of Manila 
Catholic Mass Media Awards

MR. NOEL RIVERA
Executive Director, Pasig City 
Museum
Chairman, Pasig City Heritage Con-
servation committee 
Head, Tanghalang Pasigueño (City 
Hall Complex, Pasig City)
Head, Cultural Affairs and Tourism 
Office

MR. MARK GIL “VOLTA” DE-
LOS SANTOS
Scriptwriter, TV 5
Director/ Interstitial Department 
Head, AKTV on IBC 13

the pcmma judges

MS. GRACE MARQUEZ
Representative, Center for Family 
Ministries, Counsellor and Lec-
turer

SR. LUCIA C. GUMIRAN, SFIC
Executive Secretary, Manila Eccle-
sisatical Province School System 
Association (MAPSA)

MS. MARGA TAN, C.P.A.
Auditor

FROM L-R: Ms. Marga Tan, Fr. Lito Jopson, Bishop Mylo Vergara, Ms. Grace 
Marquez, Mr. Mark delos Santos, Sis. Lucia Gumiran, SFIC, and Nr. Noel Rivera

FR. ROY ROSALES
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Q. In most of the parishes in the 
Philippines there is a policy 

that marriage dates, etc., must be ar-
ranged with the parish priest at least 
several months in advance.  Is this 
required in all parishes and under 
what circumstances could exceptions 
be made?
A. Canon 1063 of the Code of Canon 
Law obliges pastors to see to it that 
their people are properly prepared for 
marriage, “so that the matrimonial state 
is maintained in a Christian spirit and 
makes progress toward perfection.”  It 
is for this reason, the building of Chris-
tian marriages characterized by faith, 
love and maturity, that marriage prepa-
ration policies have been adopted by 
many dioceses.
   Many parishes across the country 

Rev. Fr. Pedro Enrique L. Rabonza IV, 
JCD

have similar 
notices direct-
ed to any Catholic couple
planning to receive the sacrament 
of matrimony.  This is done because 
many dioceses have devised a pasto-
ral policy for marriage preparation.
   Christian marriage involves a life 
long process of growth and faithful 
commitment to a continuing, sup-
portive relationship in which each 
partner helps the other to develop as 
fully as possible.  A serious concern 
for pre-marriage preparation must 
consist of both spiritual and human 
enrichment.  This takes time; hence, 
the reason for a policy of marriage 
preparation of some three (3) months 
or more.  The Church in many dio-

Marriage policy

Canonically yours

opinion

 

It is election time once again.  In the past and even now, there have 
been pastoral letters and statements written by your Catholic Bish-

ops either as a conference or as a shepherd of his diocese to guide the 
catholic populace on how to responsibly choose and vote those who 
will serve us in public office.  Our sacred right to vote demands that we 
elect for public service, both in the national or local levels, persons who 
choose God as their core principle in whatever they do and who vote for 
the common Good instead of their self-interest, all for the benefit of the 
Filipino people.
   As your bishop, allow me to offer some simple guidelines in discerning 
your choice of public servants. 
   1.  Choose G.O.D.  Choose candidates who are:
   God fearing: nangangahulugan sila ay Pro-life, Pro-Family at Pro-
Marriage.
   Offering their time, talent and treasure for the needy: hindi sa makasar-
iling interes, lalo na ang pagpapayaman sa puwesto, kundi para sa tunay 
na paglilingkod sa tinaguriang “the least, the last and the lost” sa ating 
lipunan, lalo na ang pag-aangat ng kalagayan ng mga mahihirap.
   Duty-bound to protect the integrity of creation and be their guardians: 
laban sa illegal logging, irresponsible mining at anumang immoral na 
gawain na pang-aabuso at pangwawasak ng ating mga likas-yaman.
   Isang paalala mula sa yaman ng aral ng pananampalataya:
   “It must be noted also that a well-formed Christian conscience does 
not permit one to vote for a political program or an individual law which 
contradicts the fundamental contents of faith and morals.” (Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regard-
ing the Participation of Catholics in Political Life, no. 4).  Ito’y nangan-
gahulugan na anumang adhikain ng isang Katolikong kandidato ay hindi 
maaaring sumalungat sa kabuuan ng katuruang ng ating Simbahan.
   �.  Vote G.O.O.D. Vote candidates who:
   Govern with transparency and accountability: lalo na sa paggamit ng 
pondo ng bayan.
   Oppose any opportunity of graft and corruption: tulad ng suhol, lagay 
at komisyon na nakasisira ng kanilang reputasyon.
   Organize their campaigns with integrity and fairness: hindi sa tulong 
ng pambibili ng boto at paninira ng kalaban, kundi may malinaw at 
maaasahang plataporma tungo sa kabutihan ng mga tao.
Desire only what is best for our nation: hindi ang para sa sarili o sa kan-
yang pamilya lamang, at handang magpakumbabang isuko ang posisyon 
at kapangyarihan kapag lumitaw na ang tunay na pinili ng bayan at 
binigyan ng tiwalang maglingkod ng nakararami.
   Para sa inyong pagninilay mula sa mga aral ng pananampalataya:
   “Today’s democratic societies . . . call for new and fuller forms of 
participation in public life by Christian and non-Christian citizens alike. 
Indeed, all can contribute, by voting in elections for lawmakers and 
government officials, and in other ways as well, to the development of 
political solutions and legislative choices which, in their opinion, will 
benefit the common good.” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catho-
lics in Political Life, no. 1) Samakatuwid, ang pakikilahok at pagboto sa 
darating na eleksyon ay isang magandang pagkakataon upang makatu-
long tayo sa pambansang pagbabago at sa pagsulong ng kapakanan ng 
lahat ng mamamayang Pilipino.
   Choose GOD and Vote GOOD. Nawa ang liwanag ng ating konsiy-
ensya, na walang iba kundi ang Panginoong Hesukristo ang gumabay 
upang pumili at bumoto tayo ng mga kandidatong may karapatang 
maglingkod para lalong umangat ang bayang Pilipinas, at harinawa ay 
maging ilaw at pag-asa para sa ibang bansa sa buong daigdig.
   Nawa si Maria, ang Immaculada Concepcion na nanalangin: “Ako ang 
lingkod ng Panginoon. Maganap nawa sa akin ayon sa iyong Salita…” 
(Lk 1:38) ang maging inspirasyon ng ating magiging mga lingkod bayan 
at ng bawat isa sa atin.

+Most Rev. Mylo Hubert C. Vergara, DD
Bishop of Pasig
Memorial of St. Joseph the Worker
1 May �013

Pastoral Statement

“Naparito ako upang magkaroon 
kayo ng buhay - isang buhay 

na ganap at kasiya-siya.” (Juan 10:10-
11)
   Nais ng Panginoong Jesus na tayo 
ay mamuhay nang may pagkakapati-
ran, malasakitan, katarungan, at buhay.  
Nais niya tayong maging isang sam-
bayanang nagdiriwang sa kabutihan at 
kalakasan upang magkaroon ang bawat 
nilalang ng kaganapan.
   Ang landas na kailangang tahakin ay 
ang pagbubuo at paghuhubog.  Ang mga 
landas na ito ay makagagawa ng isang 
pamayanan na ang bunga at hantungan 
ay ang pagiging Sambayanang Kristi-
yano.  Ang sambayanang ito ay siyang 
magpapanibago at magpapanariwa 
sa simbahan na siya ring “Simbahan 
ng mga dukha”.  Ang simbahang ito 
ay nabubuhay at gumagalaw ayon sa 
pagkakapatiran at pakikilahok ng mga 
kasapi.  Sa katunayan, ang simbaha’t 

Sis. Nene Concepcion

pamayanang ito 
ay hindi lamang 
ordinaryong pu-
lutong ng mga tao kundi isang pama-
yanan ng mga mananampalataya nang 
may buhay na pananalig, pag-asa, at 
pag-ibig; isang simbahang tumutugon 
sa mga hamon ng kasalukuyang pana-
hon.
   Sa pagsisikap ng Diocesan BEC 
Council sa pamumuno ng aming Pas-
toral Director na si Rev. Fr. Orly Can-
tillon, kami ay naglunsad ng isang 
“Panimulang Gabay sa Pagsusulong 
ng Munting Sambayanang Kristiyano 
(MSK)” noong nakaraang Abril 13, 
�013, sa Formation Center ng Immac-
ulate Concepction Cathedral.  Layunin 
nito ang:  maging gabay at reference 
manual para sa diocese, vicariate at 
parish BEC Team sa pagsusulong ng 
Basic Ecclesial Communities sa lahat 

Panimulang Gabay Para sa Mun-
ting Sambayanang Kristiyano

BEC

Election time has been undoubtedly 
divisive even among relatives and 

friends and worst still, persists far be-
yond Election Day.  On a positive note, 
however, this is the time when people 
are made to realize the importance of 
prayer, the time when people together 
pray, regardless of religion, for honest 
clean and peaceful election.  After all, 
we desire only the best for our country 
and our kababayans.
   As shepherds of the flock, bishops 
in their respective dioceses came out 
with pastoral statements for guidance 
and reflection. Our very own Bishop 
Mylo Hubert Vergara in his pastoral 
letter made an appeal to parishioners to 
“Choose God Vote Good” and be one 
in prayer for the good of the Filipino 
people. In his meeting with the clergy 

of the diocese of 
Pasig, he pointed 
out the need to 
continue praying and be more vigilant 
even after election so as to help elected 
officials in their commitment to God 
and their constituents. Truly, we the 
Church has the moral duty to speak 
out and stand for what is right and just. 
“Choose God; Vote Good” will there-
fore stay as a guiding principle to make 
sure our actions do not go counter with 
God’s will.
  As we pray for our civil leaders so 
must we also remember in our prayers 
and give our support to our spiritual 
leaders especially our bishop Mylo 
Hubert and the clergy of the diocese of 

Fr. Mar Baranda
From the Chancellor

Elections and the Church
Choose God! Vote Good!

Continued on p. 10
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institution counters the Gospel 
and her doctrines. The Church 
has the liberty to preach and pass 
moral judgment especially when 
the Catholic social teachings are 
being compromised. That is why 
the Church is being proactive in 
providing education on respon-
sible voting.
   The Diocese of Pasig responds 
to this by initiating a campaign 
called “I Choose God, I Vote 
Good” spearheaded by Fr. Jhun 
Sanchez. 
   Why is it so important for the 
Church to be involved in the 
elections and to have a constant 
communication with voters?
   According to the �nd Philippine 
Trust Index survey dated Febru-
ary �8, �013, the Church is still 
the most trusted sector of society 
with the academe, media and gov-
ernment following behind. This 
means that the Church has a great 
capability to influence the public. 
With this power, the Church aims 
to advocate the concept of “Char-
ity in Truth” in relation to respon-
sible voting. 
    Charity is in fact at the heart 
of the Catholic social doctrines. 
As stated in Pope Benedict XVI’s 
3rd encyclical entitled Caritas En 
Veritate, charity in truth is the 
“principal driving force behind 
the authentic development of ev-
ery person and of all humanity”. 
To uphold charity is to prompt 
people to be courageous in stand-
ing for social justice and peace.
   Another concept that is tied 
to responsible voting and good 
governance is moral conscience. 
One’s conscience must be formed 
based on Gospel messages, 
Church teachings and one’s own 
experiences. As mentioned by 
Fr. Jhun Sanchez in one of his 
voter’s education talks, morality 
is deeply rooted in the “Law of 
Reflection” which simply means 
that we are created in God’s im-
age. Therefore, everything we do 
must reflect God’s goodness.
   These messages must be relayed 
by the Church in order to guide 
the voters in choosing the right 
candidates. The future of a na-

PPCRV, p. 2
tion has always been in the hands 
of the citizens, and so it is the 
Church’s responsibility to walk 
them through this process within 
the light of Catholic values.
   How does the public re-
spond to the involvement of the 
Church?
   As stated in the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution, there is a law on 
the separation of the Church and 
the State. Because of this, confu-
sion and protests rise among the 
public. Many are saying that the 
Church should not interfere with 
any political matters such as law-
making, policy regulations and 
influencing the people on who to 
elect. But in this situation, the law 
is actually being misunderstood. 
   The Separation of the Church 
and the State is labeled under 
Religious Freedom which there-
fore means that this law simply 
protects the right of an individual 
to worship. The Church still has 
the right to voice out her concerns 
and the duty to protect Catho-
lic principles whenever they are 
threatened in the political arena. 
The Church simply aims to up-
hold morality and to defend the 
faith especially with the many 
challenges presented by the mod-
ern-day world.
   What are the Church’s aspi-
rations in view of the coming 
elections? 
   The Church, through PPCRV’s 
initiative, ultimately hopes to ob-
tain a C.H.A.M.P. (Clean, Honest, 
Accurate, Meaningful and Peace-
ful) electoral process. To achieve 
this, PPCRV calls for Filipinos 
who believe in change and are 
willing to uplift the nation by 
guarding the people’s votes. The 
Church also looks forward to re-
sponsible leadership wherein the 
persons elected to position shall 
use their God-given wisdom to 
lead and serve a much stronger 
nation founded in charity and 
truth.

ng lahat sa pananampalatayang 
Katoliko. Marami rin ang nakah-
andang tumulong sa pagpapatayo 
ng  proyektong ito.
   Sa homilya ng Obispo ng Pasig, 
ang Lubhang Kagalang-galang  
Mylo Hubert Vergara, ibinahagi  
niya na sa loob ng �0 taon ng 
Parokya ng Sta. Martha, “marami 
ang umalis, marami ring dumat-
ing… maraming luma, pero mara-
mi ring bago. Subalit iisa lamang 
ang nananatili at nagiging saksi 
sa lahat ng ating ginagawa… ‘Si 
Jesus sa Banal na Tabernakulo’”.     
   Ang pagpapatayo ng Parish 
Formation Center ay isang hamon 
sa ating pananampalataya at pag-
ibig sa Diyos.  Naniniwala ang 
ating mahal na obispo na  matata-
pos ang proyektong ito sa taong 
�014.    Bago ang pagbabas-
bas, nagbigay ng mensahe si Rev. 
Fr. Jhun Sanchez, Kura Paroko ng 
Sta. Martha Parish. Ipinahayag 
niya ang pasasalamat, kagalakan 
at pag-asa.  Inilunsad niya ang 
mga proyektong 

Sta. Marta, p. 3

trips to the belen’s temporary 
holding area while in its pro-
duction stage, hidden away at 
a section of the school usually 
reserved for carpentry and 
maintenance.
   Dr. Mariano takes special 
pride in his and his group’s 
handiwork and is adamant 
that the unfinished belen 
remains there and be moved 
to the oratory after work hours 
and out of plain sight to keep 
it as a surprise for Mass-goers 
the following day. This usu-
ally necessitates waiting long 
into the night, and that after 

University, p. 6

   However, it cannot be 
denied that the Act, and the 
subsequent reaction over its 
passage, has uncovered vital 
truths and taught a lesson or 
two about the social situation 
in the largely unmonitored 

An unlikely, p. 7

Pasig. Despite our weaknesses 
and limitations we are trying 
our very best to serve you, our 
parishioners, to the utmost.
   Aside from prayers we also 
need to grow and update our-
selves, hence we ask you to 
remember us again in a special 
way as we go for our updat-
ing on May �0-�4, �013. May 
the Holy Spirit who descended 
upon the apostles on Pentecost 
day open our minds and hearts, 
fill us with His love and pro-
vide us with the much needed 
inspiration, strength, courage 
and determination to go on 
and bring out the best in us as 
we serve the people entrusted 
to our pastoral care. 

Chancellor, p. 9

ng nasasakupan ng Diosesis  
ng Pasig; magkaroon ng iisang 
pag-unawa (common under-
standing) at pananaw (vision) 
ang bawat isa sa pagtataguyod 
ng BEC mula diocesan level 
hanggang parish BEC units;  
magkaroon ng nagkakaisang 
pamamaraan sa mga sumusu-
nod:
   Organizational Structure 
DBECT, VBECT, Parish BEC 
Team atbp.; pagsasagawa 
ng pulong at paghahanay ng 
agenda sa mga iba’t-ibang 
pagpupulong;  pagsasagawa 
ng three year  strategic plan 
at one year operational plan; 
Pagbubuo at pagpapanatili ng 
BEC units sa bawat parokya;  
Pagsasagawa ng taunang BEC 
General Assembly; at pagbibi-
gay ng formation seminar sa 
mga BEC leaders gamit ang 
standard module.

BEC, p. 9
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Obispo, p. 3

‘Alkansiya para kay Sta. Marta’ at 
‘Gandang Lola’. Sa mga proyek-
tong ito, ang lahat ay hinihikayat 
na magbahagi at maging daluyan 
ng mga biyayang ipinagkakaloob 
ng Panginoon. Sa malaki o maliit 
paraan, ayon sa ating kakayahan, 
tayo ay makapagbigay luwalhati 
sa Kanya. 

   Kinapapalooban ito ng mga 
Pakahulugan ng mga Salita, 
mga pinaikling Salita, mga 
modyul ukol sa paghuhubog 
ng mga pinuno, pag-oorganisa, 
pagsusuri ng ilang piling do-
kumento ng simbahan tulad ng 
PCP II, PCM II, at Vatican II. 
   Isang taos pusong pasasal-
amat ang pinaaabot ng Dioce-
san BEC Council kay Rev. Fr. 
Joselito Jopson, Kura Paroko 
ng Sto. Rosario de Pasig sa pag-
papahiram ng kanyang skema 
kaya’t  sama – sama naming 
nabuo ang isang gabay kung 
saan matatagpuan ang mga 
turo ni Hesus, tungo sa ating 
pagbibigay-saksi at patotoo sa 
mga aral ng ating Panginoon 
tungo sa isang pamayanan na 
may kaganapan ng buhay.
   Isang malaking hakbang ang 
paglulunsad ng gabay na ito na 
siyang tugon sa hiling ng mga 
tagapagsabuhay ng BEC.

   Sa lahat ng 
tagapagsulong 
ng pinagpani-
bagong sim-
bahan, nawa’y 
pagpalain tayo 
ng Maykapal 
at bigyan ng 
masaganang 
bunga ang 
ating mga pag-
sisiskap sa pag-
tatayo ng isang 
kapitbahayang 
pinaghaharian 
ng Diyos, ang 
Basic Ecclesi-
astical Com-
munities.

mga kapamilya nila.
   “Yung mga ipinunlang pag-
mamahal, iyan po ang magdadala 
sa atin sa patuloy na paglilingkod 
at sa panunulay po natin sa buhay 
na walang hanggan. Kaya nga 
po, muli  po maraming salamat. 
Harinawa, sa tulong at awa ng 
Diyos, magsama-sama po tayo 
“Ut Unum Sint” sa paglilingkod 
sa Panginoon. Maraming salamat 
po!” ang mga huling wikang tin-

uran ng Mahal na Obispo.
   Ang mga paring nakipagdiwang 
sa pag-aalay ng Banal ng Eukaris-
tiya bilang pasasalamat ay ang 
sumusunod:   Fr. Jeofrey Brian 
Catuitan, Fr. Juvi Coronel, Fr. 
Diony De Pedro, Fr. Mark Sese, 
Fr. Daniel Estacio, Fr. Orly Can-
tillon, Fr. Ronnie Samaniego, Fr. 
Rizalino Jose, Fr. Edgar Doingan, 
Fr. Joven Antique, Fr. Salva, Fr. 
Pol Matilos, Fr. Mar Baranda, Fr. 
Mars  Selmar, Fr. Alvin Habab.

environment online – the loss 
of the sense of self-regulation, 
and even the very essence of 
the right to freedom of expres-
sion.
   It can only be hoped that, 
as the majority continues 
their quest against the further 
implementation of the Cyber-
crime Prevention Act of 2012, 
they acknowledge and fulfill 
the accompanying respon-
sibility that has long been 
evaded in the unrestrained 
arena of the World Wide Web, 
and find the true nature of the 
civil rights and liberties they 
have long so valiantly upheld.

hours of work, but the end 
result—the look in the faces 
of awestruck children, the 
hushed tones of their parents 
explaining the stories of the 
various figures—is worth it. 
This year’s theme, in particu-
lar, reminds viewers of the 
grandeur and significance of 
the event it depicts by sur-
rounding the Holy Family with 
an audience of several angels 
bearing witness to the glori-
ous scene.
   Stella Orientis Oratory is 
open for anyone to visit and 
see for themselves. Just 
follow the star and take a 
gander.

writer/Director of TV5;  Mr. Noel 
Rivera,  art enthusiast, Executive 
Director of Pasig City Museum,  
Ms. Grace Marquez, Center for 
Family Ministries  (CEFAM) 
Lecturer and Counsellor.   

PCMMA, p. 2    The PCMMA 
commits to pro-
mote a values-
filled mass me-
dia dedicated to 
spread genuine 
Christian values 
in media-based 
programs and 
projects to serve 
as an effective 
tool for total 
human develop-
ment.
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1- St. Joseph the Worker, 
Ordination anniversaries, Fr. 
Joeffrey Brian Catuiran and 
Fr. Mark Emman Sese
5 – Feast, San Vicenter Ferrer 
Quasi-Parish
6 – Ordination anniversary, Fr. 
Alvin Habab
7 – Birthday, Fr. Joel Lofamia
12 – Ascension of  our Lord; 
47th World Communication 
Day; Birthday, Fr. Joselito 
Jopson
14 – Birthday, Fr. Max Abi-abi
17 – Mediafest 2013

18 – Diocesan Youth Sports-
fest
19 – Pentecost Sunday; 
Birthday, Fr. Marcos Quesada; 
Feast, Maria, Reyna ng mga 
Apostol Parish
22 – Birthday, Fr. Emman Sese
23 – Trinity Sunday
28 – Ordination anniversary, 
Fr. Manuel Ysrael

JUNE 2013
2 – Launching of  Family Con-
secration
12 – Birthday, Fr. Royger Bal-
laran, OSJ
14 – Birthday, Fr. Leonardo 

JOIN THE DALOY 
FAMILY OF 

SUBSCRIBERS!

DALOY, A Diocese 
informed, formed, 
and transformed.

Jose; ordination anniversary, 
Fr. Royger Ballaran, OSJ
16 – Birthday, Fr. Francis Li 
Qeiping
17 – Birthday, Fr. Hokan Sam-
son
20 – Birthday, Fr. Danilo Flores
21 – Birthday celebrants, Luis 
Antonio Cardinal Tagle, Fr. 
Norman Jesus Apun
24 – Birthday, Fr. Simplicio 
Roxas
27 – Birthday, Fr. Arnold Era-
mis; Ordination Anniversary, 
Fr. Elpidio Geneta
29 – Feast, St. Peter the Fish-
erman Parish

ceses recognizes the need to 
assist engaged couples to find 
for themselves a Christian life-
style which takes marriage se-
riously.
   At a time in the life of the 
Church when careful prepara-
tion is made for reception of 
the Sacraments of Eucharist, 
penance and confirmation and 
in many places there are pre-
baptism programs for young 
parents, preparation for mar-
riage should not be limited to
merely determining the ab-
sence of church law impedi-
ments.  Again, time is needed 
to help a couple explore the 

Canonically, p. 9
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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONIES AT STA. MARTHA PARISH. PHOTO BY 
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BIKE FOR C.H.A.M.P. ELECTIONS 2013. PHOTO BY MADEL ASUNCION

emotional, personal, social 
and spiritual dimensions of 
Christian marriage, and there-
fore a period of some months 
for marriage preparation is 
needed.
   There is, however, an excep-
tion to every rule.  There are 
circumstances which could 
shorten or abbreviate the pro-
cedures for marriage prepa-
ration, but these vary from 
diocese to diocese.  Gener-
ally, older people seeking to 
marry might have the prepara-
tion time adjusted, but the best 
source of information on this 
point will be your parish priest 
or personnel in your marriage 
tribunal.  
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