
Research Methods discussion 
 
Professor Rottman discussed how to help students learn how to read and critique a research 
study. 

• Incorporating contemporary studies (rather than older or fictional studies) for students 
to read and critique 
 

• One concern was that students’ may find critiques online of the study you have assigned 
for them to read and analyze. How to avoid this? 

o Try to collect a “pool” of research studies to use 
o You could rotate the research studies in your exams vs. homeworks every other 

year  
 

• Since Research Methods is a large class, the students’ critiques will be collected (but not 
graded) and in class group discussion would help students determine what the main 
message/critique/limitation of the study was 

o Another suggestion was to have students individually do the critique and then 
work in groups to determine the main message/critique/limitation of the study 
was (to limit the number of critiques to look through and students will probably 
merge to the “correct” ideas) 

o One professor mentioned that some students do not like to work in groups like 
this and she has them sign up on two lists: 1. Students that would rather pick 
their own group and 2. Students that would rather be assigned to a group. These 
alleviates the social insecurity of the “wallflower” and allows students who enjoy 
the social activity to have a sense of control.  

 
• Since there could be many types of critiques, students may struggle with whether their 

critique  was “good” or “poor” and it is very difficult for the professor to go through 
them one by one and give feedback on their critiques 
 

• If students do not get feedback on their critiques/summaries from the professor, how 
will they know whether their critique was “poor” or if their critique was “good”? 
 

• Other suggestions that came up in the group discussion to help students learn to read 
and critique a research study and to assess student critiques would be to: 

o Show examples of “great”, “medium”, and “poor” critiques 
o The professor could write a critique as an example 
o Students could do a “peer review” on each other’s critiques (kind of like SWORD 

system by Schunn) which has been shown to work just as well as a professor 
giving feedback to individual students 

o Have students input their critiques via blackboard and the professor can see 
ahead of time if students are on the right track and discuss good/poor critiques 
 
 


