
Figure facts discussion summary 

Several things mentioned by faculty in relation to the figure facts paper: 

• Looking at just the figures may not be enough for other disciplines 
o For computer science for example, this approach may be overlooking proofs, which are 

also important 
o Students can also be given a “proofs” activity, in which perhaps they focus on the proofs 

in a paper 
• Being able to read graphs is a prerequisite that many students may not have 

o Important to develop this skill first 
• Students are willing to struggle, but they need to have a clear goal 

o Deciding on and communicating goals to students at the beginning of the course, and 
also how the various tasks that they work on help them achieve those goals is important 

• In pretty much every field there are some classic papers that students should know 
o You can put together a list of questions for each paper 
o Ask students to write about these papers (why they are important, key points etc.) 

• Someone mentioned that in their graduate research methods course, students would be 
assigned different roles: e.g., conceptual reader (one concerned with understanding the paper), 
sociological reader (one concerned with the type of literature cited in the paper) etc. 

o Interesting approach, which can help students develop multiple skills (similar to 
assigning roles in problem solving) 

• In a discipline like physics, students can read classic papers (e.g., Maxwell, Einstein, etc.) and 
compare them to what’s currently in the textbook 

o This can show how much science evolved 
 Language used in those papers is often very difficult to understand. Physics 

concepts (such as field and flux) have been developed over the years to make it 
easier to interpret physical phenomena 

All of the things mentioned here can be used to supplement the figure facts activities. 


