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Set for release on May 1st 2007 Gary Bishop’s first book lifts the lid on a world which exists beyond the margins  

of British society today. 
 

Through powerful stories, Biblical thought and personal reflection ‘Darkest England’ takes us on a journey which calls us to hear 
again the implicit call of scripture for the church to spend itself on behalf of the poor. 

 
It challenges us to re-imagine how, why and where we engage in mission in the 21st Century. 

 
“I know thousands of Christians but only a few can write a book like this. For decades we have heard about the theology of mission and 
community redemption and much of it as been helpful but Gary and Hannah and their team have lived out the theology and made it work.  
They are truly carrying the anointing of the early Salvationists!” Debra Green, City Links 
 
“Gary’s book isn’t some pious theological tome that speaks of God’s heart for the poor but doesn’t give us any clue as to how to get 
involved in the grit and grime of their messy lives. This is real authentic 21st Century Jesus following.” Andy Hawthorne, The Message 
Trust 
 
“I'd like to be more like Gary when I grow up! While keeping it real, Gary's engaging style provides a hopeful manifesto for any church or 
Christian trying to make a difference downtown.” Russell Rook Director ALOVE and member of the Spring Harvest Leadership Team 
 
“Gary  writes with a warmth and fluency that draws the reader in from the very first word...this is not a 'good read' in the way we usually 
mean that phrase.  If you want to settle down by the fire with a cup of coffee and enjoy an evening's escapism, this is definitely not the book 
for you!  This is a little book with a massive challenge - for individuals and groups to relocate from comfortable suburbia, to settle in 'Darkest 
England', and to create loving, accepting communities where they don't and won't otherwise exist.”  Chick Yuill 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

‘this passionate book shows us what faith in action means today. It is a moving 
 testimony, an account of a wish to work with local people and so bring light to the 

dark zones beyond the central glitz of one of Britain’s biggest cities.’  
 

          David Ward  
         The Guardian 
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