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Meeting Time: 3.30-4.50pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
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Professor Email: dsledge@uta.edu 
 
Description of Course Content: This course deals with health politics and policy in the United 
States. It focuses on the historical development of public policies related to health services and covers 
issues including the linkage of health insurance to employment via the federal tax code, rising medical 
costs, and political conflicts over programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, and the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. We will also discuss contemporary issues in public health such 
as preparedness for pandemic influenza, obesity, and bioterrorism. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Students are expected to demonstrate knowledge of the American system of 
public health as well as the role of the federal government in structuring health insurance markets. This 
course is particularly concerned with the impact of institutions on influencing political debate about health 
related topics and with the role of government structure and concerns about individual liberty in the 
development and implementation of health policy. 
 
Descriptions of major assignments and examinations: Grading for this course will be based on three 
short papers, three exams, one 10-page research paper, and participation. Guidelines for papers will be 
handed out in class. 
 
Required materials: The course has one assigned book: Remedy and Reaction (paperback edition), by 
Paul Starr. Additional reading materials will come largely from academic journals. Articles may be 
accessed either through the UTA library or through the online course reserve. 
 
Use of electronic devices in classroom: Cell phones, ipads, personal computers, and other electronic 
devices have a strong potential to become distracting in a classroom setting and are disruptive to those 
surrounding you. For these reasons, devices such as these may not be used during class. The use of such 
devices without prior authorization will result, without exception, in an automatic deduction of 4 points 
from your final grade. Though my motivation for prohibiting these devices is the strong likelihood that they 
will disrupt those around the user, it is worth pointing out that there is a great deal of research 
demonstrating that taking notes by hand helps students to better process and retain information. If there are 
circumstances that require you to take notes on a computer or other device, please come and talk to me. 
 
Grading: Each exam is worth 20% of your final grade. Each short paper is worth 7% of your final grade. 
The final paper is worth 13% of your final grade, and participation is worth 6% of your final grade. 
Grading Scale: F:	  Below	  60%	  ;	  D:	  60-‐70	  ;	  C-‐:	  70-‐72,	  C:	  73-‐76,	  C+:	  77-‐79	  ;	  B-‐:	  80-‐82,	  B:	  83-‐86,	  B+:	  87-‐
89;	  A-‐:	  90-‐92,	  A:	  93-‐98,	  A+:	  99-‐100%. 
 
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-
service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After 
the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. 
Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a 
point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially 
withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for 
non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be 
required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of 
Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/). 
 



Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to 
both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable 
accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any 
student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation 
in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. 
Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request 
honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic 
accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with 
Disabilities at (817) 272-3364. 
 
Academic Integrity: I take academic integrity extremely seriously. Students who cheat or plagiarize 
will receive an “F” in the course and will be reported to the office of student conduct. Students 
enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code: 
 

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition 
that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence.  
I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group 
collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow 
the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code. 

 
UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but 
not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students 
to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, 
suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University 
policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University. 
 
Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help 
students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and 
information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, 
developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For 
individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the 
Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the 
information at www.uta.edu/resources. 
 
Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate 
with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business 
regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and 
are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this 
account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is 
available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php. 
 
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” 
“seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). 
Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail 
approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database 
anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to 
solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to 
participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs. 
 
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long 
sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient 
time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as 
required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or 



exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the 
class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% 
or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall 
give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as 
scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously 
covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate. 
 
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the 
building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [insert a 
description of the nearest exit/emergency exit]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should 
never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist 
students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped 
individuals. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 (Aug 21): Introduction to Course 
 
Wee 2 (Aug 26 and 28) Health, the Individual, and Federalism  
Reading: David Brian Robertson, “Introduction,” from Federalism and the Making of America (online 
course reserve); Jill Quadagno and Debra Street, “Ideology and Public Policy: Antistatism in American 
Welfare State Transformation,” Journal of Policy History, January 2005; Anomaly, “Public Health and 
Public Goods,” Public Health Ethics, vol 4. 
 
Week 3 (September 2 and 4): Public Health and Private Medicine 
 Reading: Starr, “Introduction,” “Evolution in Defeat” (read to page 41); Pierson, “Not Just What, 
but When: Timing and Sequence in Political Processes,” Studies in American Political Development, 
Spring 2000; Gostin, “Jacobson v. Massachusetts at 100 Years: Police Power and Civil Liberties in 
Tension,” American Journal of Public Health, 2005. 
 
Week 4 (September 9 and 11): The New Deal 
 Reading: Katznelson, “Jim Crow Congress,” in Fear Itself (course reserve); Daniel Sledge, “War, 
Tropical Disease, and the Emergence of National Public Health Capacity in the United States,” Studies in 
American Political Development, Fall 2012. 
 
Week 5 (Sept 16 and 18): War and Employer-Sponsored Health Insurance 
 Due on September 16th  by 5pm (no class) via Blackboard: 5 page paper on health policy 
during the Progressive Era and New Deal. Reading: Melissa Thomasson, "From Sickness to Health: The 
Twentieth Century Development of U.S. Health Insurance." Explorations in Economic History, 39 (3), 
2002, pg. 233-53. 
 
Week 4 (Sept 23 and 25): The Contours of American Health Policy 
 Reading: Hacker, “The Historical Logic of National Health Insurance: Structure and Sequence in 
the Development of British, Canadian, and U.S. Medical Policy,” Studies in American Political 
Development, (12), 1998; Starr, “Evolution Through Defeat (pages 41‐50).” 
 
Week 5 (Sept 30 and Oct 2): Exam, Budget Politics and the Clinton Plan 
 Exam on Sept. 30. Readings: Starr, “The Shaping of the Clinton Health Plan,” 
 
Week 6 (Oct 7 and 9): The Clinton Plan and the Problem of Cost 
 Readings: Star, “Getting to No.” Gawande, “The Cost Conundrum,” The New Yorker, June 1, 
2009 (online course reserve); Dartmouth Atlas Project, “Supply‐Sensitive Care,” online at 
http://www.dartmouthatlas.org/downloads/reports/supply_sensitive.pdf  
 
Week 7 (Oct 14 and 16): Terror, Politics, and Public Health 
Readings: Garrett, “The Next Pandemic?” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2005. Annas, “Bioterrorism, Public 



Health, and Human Rights,” Health Affairs, November 2002; Cohen, Gould, and Sidel, “The Pitfalls of 
Bioterrorism Preparedness: The Anthrax and Smallpox Experiences,” American Journal of Public Health, 
October 2004; Anomaly, “Is Obesity a Public Health Problem?” Public Health Ethics, vol 5. 
 
 
Week 8 (Oct 21 and 23): Short Paper, Medicare and Medicaid Revisited 
 5 page paper on the emergence and politics of the post-World War II health system, due by 
5pm via blackboard on the 21st. Readings: Readings: Starr, “Comes the Counterrevolution”  
 
Week 9 (Oct 28 and 30): Medicare and Medicaid Revisited, Exam  
 Readings: Oberlander, “Through the Looking Glass: The politics of the Medicare Prescription 
Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law, April 2007. 
Exam on October 30th. 
  
Week 9 (Nov 4 and 6): The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
 Readings: Oberlander and Marmor, “The Health Bill Explained at Last!” New York Review of 
Books, August 19, 2010 (online course reserve); Starr, “Breaking Through, 2009-2010.” 
 
Week 10: (Nov 11 and 13): Responses to the PPACA 

Readings: Starr, “Affordable Care Act as Public Philosophy”; Baicker et al., “The Oregon 
Experiment- Effects of Medicaid on Clinical Outcomes,” New England Journal of Medicine, May 2, 2013; 
Relman, “Health Care: The Disquieting Truth,” New York Review of Books, September 30, 2010 (course 
reserve). 
 
Week 11 (Nov 18 and 20): Paper Proposals 

Students will meet with me to discuss their research paper topics. Proposals are due via 
blackboard by 5pm on November 17th. This week should be used to conduct research. 
 
Week 12 (November 25 and 27): Short Paper, Thanksgiving 
 Due November 25: 3.5 page reflection paper on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (no class) 
 
Week 13 (Dec 2): Health, Politics, and Public Policy 
 Readings: Dworkin, “Paternalism,” The Monist, January, 1972; Jennings, “Public Health and 
Liberty: Beyond the Millian Paradigm,” Public Health Ethics, 2009; Derickson, “The House of Falk: The 
Paranoid Style in American Health Politics,” American Journal of Public Health, November 1997. 
 
Research Paper due Monday, December 8th by 5pm via Blackboard 
Final Exam: 2-4.30 pm on December 11. 


