
English 9 Study Guide FAQ

What is a study guide?  A study guide asks questions that will help you to get to the
“meat” of a story. It isn’t answering the “questions at the end of the story.” Those are
often just questions that test whether or not you have read the story. If you have read the
story, the questions below will help you to get a full understanding of it.
Do these have to be done on time? Yes. You can’t receive partial credit for a late study
guide because we will go over these in class.
Can I get credit for some answers if I don’t have all of them done? No. You must try
to answer all of the questions to get credit for any of them. You can get help from me if
you’re having trouble answering one or more of the questions.
Can I get “help” from a friend? You may work with a friend, but remember the
English department plagiarism policy. It applies to all written work.

Your name and block Date assignment is due Teacher’s initials indicating the
assignment was done on time

English 9•Mr. Diercks

Poison
A study guide for the short

story written just for this class

1. Explain what a conflict in a short story is.

a. Name each of the two types of conflict and explain what each is.

b. In “Poison” there is one of each type of conflict. Tell what each of the two conflicts is, and explain the
conflict.

2. Do you think there really was a snake beneath the sheets? Give a reason for your opinion.

3. How can the title of the story “Poison” be viewed as having a double meaning? (Hint: Don’t try to answer this
until you have finished the story)

4. Why did Dr. Ganderbai lie to Harry when the doctor said to him, “Now you’ll be all right even if you are
bitten?” (page 85, column 2, paragraph 2)

by Roald Dahl

(over for more questions)



“Poison” study guide continued

5. a. Copy the definition of characterization from your literature bookmark.

b. Copy the definitions of the two types of characterization from your literature bookmark.
1.)

2.)

6.  Re-read the last page of the story (p. 89) and then answer 6a and 6b.
a. Which type of characterization does the author Roald Dahl use to tell the reader what Harry and Dr.

Ganderbai are like?

b. What is each character like from the way each acts in this scene and why do you say this?

1.) Harry -

2.) Dr. Ganderbai -


