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August 23, 2016 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! I am very excited to be teaching Jr. High Math 
for the third year at Sts. Peter and Paul School. I hope to help your students to succeed in this 
class and would appreciate any suggestions you have that may make that process easier. 
 
 Students received an agenda today in homeroom that will be used to write homework 
as well as a communication tool between you and me. Please be sure to check the agenda each 
night to make sure all assignments are completed. Students who come to school with 
incomplete homework will receive a check according to our discipline policy. 
 
 Today in class we went over classroom rules, expectations, and procedures, many of 
which are included on the page attached to this letter. Also included is information about some 
new weekly math class activities, including Math Stenos, Flipped Fridays, and FrontRow. Please 
read over this letter and spend a few minutes reviewing it with your child. This will help 
reinforce what we discussed in class today. To acknowledge that you have read this letter with 
your child, please sign and return the form below by Friday, August 26. 
 
 This school year, we will once again be using the text messaging and email reminder 
service called Remind (http://www.remind.com). This service is free to all users and keeps all 
information secure and private. I recommend that both you and your child sign up for these 
text messages or emails. Students will be receiving more information about this service in 
their math classes later this week.  
 
 Test and quiz dates, as well as times for review sessions, will be posted on Ascend 
(https://spps.ascendsms.com/). You will also find a link there to the Flipped Fridays site 
(http://sites.google.com/site/crowlvideoassignments).   
 
 I am very excited about this year! If you ever have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me at sppsmrcrowl@gmail.com (I check my email several times a day) or by 
calling the school at (330) 658-2804. 
 
 Thank you, 
 

 Mr. Crowl 



POLICIES IN MR. CROWL’S CLASSROOM 
 

HOMEWORK 
Homework will be assigned 2-3 times per week. It will generally be checked for completion the 
day after it is assigned. Some homework or specific homework problems will be turned in for a 
correctness grade. This may be pre-announced or may be a surprise, but in most cases, we will 
go over the homework in class prior to turning it in for grading.  
 
SUPPLIES 
A letter was sent home this summer about necessary school supplies. Please make sure that 
your student has the essentials (pencils, notebook, paper) throughout the school year. 
Students should do their math work in PENCIL. 
  
ASSIGNMENTS 
Homework:  Two to three times per week. 
Math Steno:  Checked once per quarter. (see next page for more information) 
Quizzes:  One to two per chapter, plus one vocabulary quiz each quarter. 
Tests:  Every two to three weeks. 

(A review sheet/sample test will be given several days before in the same format 
of the test to help students prepare.) 

Projects:  About twice a quarter. These will primarily be in-class assignments. 
 
For both quizzes and tests, at least one review session will be held during recess within the 
week before the test. Along with the quiz and test dates, the dates of the review will be 
announced in class and posted on my website. 
 
LATE WORK 
Homework is expected to be completed by the BEGINNING of class. If the homework is for a 
completion grade and it is not complete when I check it, the grade will be the percentage of 
problems completed (e.g. 7 out of 10 problems complete is a 70%). If the homework is being 
graded for correctness, it can be turned in anytime before the unit test for up to half the points 
of the original assignment. 
 
Students will receive a check for any assignment that is incomplete or is not turned in. If the 
homework is not in the classroom, students will receive a check for not being prepared for 
class. Please review the homework and discipline policies in the student handbook for more 
details. 
 
POLICY ON ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
All electronic devices (any device that can access the internet) will be collected and secured in 
homeroom each morning. If an electronic device is seen or heard in the classroom, it will be 
confiscated and turned in to the office. To get the device back, a parent must come to the office 
to pick it up.  



ACTIVITIES IN MR. CROWL’S CLASSROOM 
 

MATH STENO 
During the first week of school, each student will be provided with a steno pad that will be 
kept in the classroom. Students will use this Math Steno to keep track of their Word of the 
Week and to complete their daily warm-up activity. These will be checked at the end of each 
quarter for a completion grade. Students will NOT be responsible for any warm-ups missed 
while they are absent (they should write absent next to the date in their Math Steno). 
 
 
WORD OF THE WEEK 
Each Monday, students will be given one to two vocabulary words and definitions which they 
will be responsible for writing in their Math Steno. A list will be posted of the words students 
are expected to have in their Math Steno, and students will be responsible for any words 
discussed while they are absent. On the last Thursday of each quarter, students will have a fill-
in-the-blank vocabulary quiz that will cover all of the words from that quarter.  
 
 
FLIPPED FRIDAYS 
Each Friday this year, math class will become a flipped classroom. The basic concept behind a 
flipped classroom is that what was traditionally done in the classroom (lecture/notes) becomes 
homework and what was traditionally done at home (homework) is done in the classroom. By 
turning the direct instruction portion of the lesson into homework it frees up more time in the 
classroom so that I can interact more with my students and provide more individual help. 
 
Each Thursday night, students will be responsible for watching a short (5-10 minute) online 
video and taking notes. After watching the video as many times as they need to feel that they 
understand the content, they will complete a 3 to 5 question online lesson check (set up as a 
Google Form) about the material. When students come to class the next day, we will briefly 
discuss the information from the video, the notes they should have taken, and clarify any 
confusions. The rest of Friday’s class time will be spent working on an activity related to the 
concept discussed in the video. 
 
For more information about the benefits of a flipped classroom, please go to my website on 
Ascend, click on the “Flipped Fridays” link, and read the PDF entitled “Flipped Friday intro”. 
Introductory videos can also be found at the same link. 
 
 
FRONT ROW 
At least once a week in class, all students will be using an online resource called Front Row. 
This resource will help students practice their basic facts as well as allow them to work on 
specific topics that we are covering in class. Students are able to access Front Row to practice 
while at home by going to https://student.frontrowed.com and entering their name and class 
code. More information about Front Row including the class codes will be given in math class 
later this week. The class codes and the link will also be posted on my website. 
 


