
An Introduction to Flipped Fridays 
 
This year in math class, Fridays are becoming “Flipped Fridays”! On Thursday night and Friday 
in class, students will be part of something known as a “flipped classroom”. The basic concept 
behind a flipped classroom is that what was traditionally done in the classroom (lecture and 
note taking) becomes homework and what was traditionally done at home (homework) is done 
in the classroom. 
 
So what will this look like this year in my classroom? The direct instruction or lecture portion 
of the class will become the homework. Each Thursday night, students will be responsible for 
watching a short (5-10 minute) online video and taking notes. After watching the video as 
many times as they need to feel that they understand the content, they will complete a 3 to 5 
question online lesson check (set up as a Google Form) about the material.  
 
When students come to class the next day, we will briefly discuss the information from the 
video, the notes they should have taken, and clarify any confusions. The rest of Friday’s class 
time will be spent working on an activity related to the concept discussed in the video. 
 
By turning the direct instruction portion of the lesson into homework it frees up more time in 
the classroom so that I can interact more with my students and provide more individual help. 
Students will still be assessed on their learning through quizzes, tests, and in- and out-of-class 
projects. There also will occasionally be some additional outside work such as reviewing for 
quizzes and tests and finishing work that could not be completed in class. 
 
Here are some of the benefits to flipped instruction: 

1. Students can watch a video on their own. They can pause, rewind, and rewatch as 
often as they need to. 

2. Parents do not have to worry that they are not able to help their child with the 
math homework. 

3. Busy students will not have to spend time working on traditional math homework 
outside of school. They will only need to watch a video on any internet-accessible 
device at their convenience. 

4. Flipping the instruction helps struggling students. By doing the work in the 
classroom, I will be able to monitor students more closely. I will be able to answer 
students’ math-related questions immediately versus waiting until the next day. In 
addition, I will be able to identify students’ misunderstandings and need for more 
individualized instruction. 

5. There is more interaction between teacher-student and student-student. Since I 
won’t be spending the class time in instruction, there is more time for me to answer 
student questions, work with small groups, and guide the learning of each student 
individually. There will also be more emphasis on students working collaboratively 
with other students to facilitate the learning. They will be able to have more 
relevant math conversations and tutor each other. 

 



I began flipping some of last year’s Algebra I class and found that it worked very well. I am 
excited to start using this approach in the rest of my classes this year! If you wish to learn 
more about the flipped classroom, I’ve provided some links to articles and videos on the 
Internet. In addition, the link to the video assignments can be found on my school website. It is 
https://sites.google.com/site/crowlvideoassignments/ 
 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by email at sppsmrcrowl@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article Links: 

1. Why the Flipped Classroom:  http://www.techsmith.com/flipped-
classroom.html?gclid=CPmTpqb_wbECFWROTAod8WgAnA 

2. How the Flipped Classroom is Radically Transforming Learning: 
http://www.thedailyriff.com/articles/how-the-flipped-classroom-is-radically-
transforming-learning-536.php 

3. The Flipped Class: Myths vs. Reality: http://www.thedailyriff.com/articles/the-flipped-
class-conversation-689.php 

4. The Flipped Classroom: What Does a Good One Look Like: 
http://www.thedailyriff.com/articles/the-flipped-class-what-does-a-good-one-look-
like-692.php 

5. Flipping Classrooms: Does It Make Sense?: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/flipping-classrooms-does-
it-make-sense/2012/06/06/gJQAk50vJV_blog.html 

 
Video Links: 

1. What is the Flipped Classroom?:    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a7NbUIr_iQ 
2. What the Flipped Class is Not: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGs6ND7a9ac  
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