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Dr Hari Singh Gour, commonly celebrated as
the founder of Saugar University (Estd. 18th  July
1946) was one of the greatest visionaries of mod-
ern higher education in Indian subcontinent. It was
also he who organized the University of Delhi as its
founder Vice Chancellor (Estd.1922) and also the
founder Vice Chancellor of Nagpur University
(Estd.1923). He was the Deputy President of the
Central Legislative Assembly of British India, an
Indian Delegate to the Joint Parliament Committee,
a Member of the Royal Commission on the Indian
Constitution (popularly known as the Simon Com-
mission) and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Lit-
erature. He was knighted in 1925.

Hari Singh Gour rose to an eminent position in
the political scene also. The first bill for the aboli-
tion of un-touchability was introduced in 1921 by
Hari Singh Gour. He became the Leader of the Op-
position and of the Nationalist Party in the Indian
Legislative from 1921 to 1935. He was a Member
of the Constituent Assembly that framed India's
Constitution, working alongside with Mahatma

Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.  He was also a great
social reformer and was successful in getting an
act passed to enable women to be enrolled as law-
yers. His Civil Marriage Bill of 1923 showed him to
as a reformer thinking ahead of his time. Gour was
not only a progressive scholar, he demonstrated such
forward thinking in his personal life as well by
marrying Grace Kamalini Chauhan, one of the first
female doctors in India.

Hari Singh was born on November 26, 1870,
in a modest family at Sagar. The family had to be
supported by his eldest brother who gave him an
allowance of Rs.50 per month. At the age of 10,
Hari Singh won a scholarship of two Rupees per
month enabling him to attend a night school in Sagar.
He then went to Jabalpur to study Mathematics, his
favorite subject.  In the Intermediate examination
from Hislop College Nagpur he stood first in the
whole province, receiving Honors in English and
History.

When he was 18 years old, Hari Singh Gour
went to the University of Cambridge, England,
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where he took Moral Science Tripos and Law
Tripos. Unfortunately, as a student and throughout
his life in England the young Hari Singh was a vic-
tim of racism. He participated in a Mathematics
competition in England, in which he came first but,
in order to avoid giving merit to the unsurpassed
candidate, the results of which were not declared
and the scholarship ended up not being awarded to
any one. He faced similar treatment in other situa-
tions and academic competitions.  Being a coloured
Indian, Gour was not allowed admittance to local
hotels on two occasions but never let this unfair
treatments by the racists discourage him.

Becoming acquainted with the likes of George
Bernard Shaw, he was attracted to English litera-
ture and started writing poetry instead. When a stu-
dent in Cambridge, one of his books of poetry en-
titled Stepping Westward and Other Poems (Publ:
1890. Simkin, Marshall, Hamilton. Kent. Pages 32)
made him somewhat of a celebrity and was thereby
selected a Member of the Royal Society of Litera-
ture. He was admitted a Pensioner at Downing Col-
lege, Cambridge on June 5, 1889. Gour received
his B.A. in 1892, M.A. in 1896, LL.M. in 1902 and
finally the LL.D. in 1908. After his time at Cam-
bridge, he read for the D.Litt. and LL.D. at Trinity
College, Dublin. Returning to India, Gour practiced
in the High Courts of India, including Allahabad,
Calcutta and Central Provinces. He wrote two monu-
mental law books, The Law of Transfer in British
India and The Penal Law of India. Another book
by him published later, Hindu Law Code added to
his reputation as a great jurist.

When returning to India, he wanted to donate
his collection of books to a local library in London
but the authorities did not accept it stating that a
Library in Britain need no books from an Indian. He
therefore shipped his huge collection of books num-
bering a few lakhs of volumes back to his home.
The seeds of an idea about establishing an institu-
tion on higher education in his native land for his
own countrymen might have been planted in his
mind then.

Dr Hari Singh Gour was a Member of the Royal
Commission, popularly known as the Simon Com-
mission, to decide on the Indian Constitution. In
the late 1920s, the Conservative government then
in power in Britain feared imminent electoral defeat
at the hands of the Labour Party, and also feared
the effects of the consequent transference of con-
trol of India to such an "inexperienced" body. Hence,

it appointed seven MPs (including Chairman Simon)
to constitute the commission that had been prom-
ised in 1919 that would look into the state of Indian
constitutional affairs.

The seven Members of the Simon Commis-
sions were-
Sir John Simon (Chairman)
Clement Attlee
Harry Levy-Lawson, 1st Viscount Burnham
Edward Cadogam
Vernon Hartshorn
George Lane-Fox
Donald Howard, 3rd Baron Strathcona and Mount
Royal

The people of the Indian subcontinent were
outraged and insulted, as the Simon Commission
which was to determine the future of India did not
include a single Indian member in it. The Indian
National Congress, at its December 1927 meeting
in Madras (now Chennai), resolved to boycott the
Commission and challenged Lord Birkenhead, the
Secretary of State for India, to draft a constitution
that would be acceptable to the Indian populace. A
faction of the Muslim League, led by Mohammed
Ali Jinnah, also decided to boycott the Commis-
sion.

Almost immediately after its arrival in Bombay
on February 3, 1928, the Simon Commission was
confronted by throngs of protestors. The entire
country observed a hartal (strike), and many people
turned out to greet the Commission with black flags.
Similar protests occurred in every major Indian city
that the seven British MPs visited. However, one
protest against the Simon Commission would gain
infamy above all the other. On October 30, 1928,
the Simon Commission arrived in Lahore where, as
with the rest of the country, its arrival was met
with massive amounts of protesters and black flags.
The Lahore protest was led by Indian nationalist
Lala Lajpat Rai, who had moved a resolution against
the Commission in the Legislative Assembly of
Punjab in February 1928. In order to make way for
the Commission, the local police force began beat-
ing protestors with their lathis (sticks). The police
were particularly brutal towards Lala Lajpat Rai,
who died later on November 17, 1928.

The Congress decided to boycott the Simon
Commission and challenged Lord Birkenhead, Sec-
retary of State for India, to produce a constitution
acceptable to the various elements in India. There
was a clear split in the Muslim League. Sir
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Muhammad Shafi, who wanted to cooperate with
the commission, decided to convene a Muslim
League session in Lahore in December 1927. The
other faction led by Jinnah stood for the boycott of
the commission. This faction held a Muslim League
session at Calcutta, and decided to form a subcom-
mittee to confer with the working committee of the
Indian National Congress and other organizations,
with a view to draft a constitution for India.

An All-India Committee for Cooperation with
the Simon Commission was established by the Coun-
cil of India and by selection by the Viceroy Lord
Irwin. To mollify the strong Indian feelings, nine
new members were added to the Commission. The
new members of the committee were:
Sir C. Sankaran Nair (Chairman),
Sir Arthur Froom,
Rajah Nawab Ali Khan,
Sardar Shivdev Singh Uberoi,
Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan,
Sir Hari Singh Gour,
Sir Abdullah Al-Mamun Suhrawardy,
Kikabhai Premchand, and
Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah.

The addition of new Members including Dr Sir
Hari Singh Gour in the Simon Commission partly
soothed the enraged Indian feelings.

Dr Hari Singh Gour was instrumental in estab-
lishing several institutions of higher learning. Per-
haps the one lasting contribution of him to the na-
tion is the establishment of a university (since re-
named as “Dr. Hari Singh Gour Vishwa Vidyalaya”)
in his home town Sagar, which was the first uni-
versity in Madhya Pradesh. In 1946 Hari Singh Gour
made a munificent donation for it. He started the
university with 20 lakh Rupees in ready cash and
an additional Rupees Two crores in property and
ready money. In those pre-independent days, this
was a huge fortune and the greater part of his life

savings was bequeathed by him for the education
of his countrymen. The new campus of the univer-
sity, laid out on the summit of the Patharia Hills
with a panoramic view of the town and the pictur-
esque Sagar lake, has been built largely through the
benefaction of Dr Hari Singh Gour.

The campus of the university is located on a
plateau on top of the Patharia hills 2000 feet above
the sea-level with an area of about 2050 acres. Luck-
ily for him Pandit Ravishanker Shukla, Chief Minis-
ter of Madhya Pradesh, was a Sagaranian and their
ancesters were life long friends. Shukla offered his
good services in promoting the project of the uni-
versity, with which he was in hearty agreement. In
the fitness of things he became its first Chancellor,
while Gour was the founder Vice Chancellor till he
passed away on December 25, 1949. In death too
they were united with their Samadhis existing side
by side.

Dr Hari Singh Gour's contribution was not lim-
ited to establishing material facilities for the univer-
sity. Initially he saw to it that the very best faculty
available in India at that time was recruited by him
by offering the highest and special wages, to start
the teaching and research departments. All the De-
partments established were Headed and staffed by
internationally known authorities in those subjects.
During those days teaching and learning at Sagar
University was a total submission of the soul. Stu-
dents (similar to me!) from all parts of India con-
gregated there for this adventure in education.
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