
44SAMAGRA Vol. 10, 26 December 2014 ISSN 0973-3906

Prof. T.C. Narendran, an ever inspiring Guru of Taxonomy
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The preparation of the previous issue of
SAMAGRA (vol. 9; 26 December 2013) was an
exciting event. It was made easy as Prof. TC
Narendran, blessed us, in word and spirit, with a
great paper, in which five new curious insects from
the Western Ghats were described. It was with great
enthusiasm I have informed the newsgroups and
media about this discovery. However, unfortunately,
that rejoicing mood ended soon. The eminent
entomologist, Prof. TC Narendran passed away on
the early morning of 31st December, 2013. He was
very active and enthusiastic till his death at the age
of 69. The Centre for Research in Indigenous
Knowledge Science & Culture (CRIKSC) lost one
of its ever inspiring founder members.

Prof. TCN had described more than 1000
species (=1091! and 55 genera) of new insects, a
number which seems as magical to students of
biology like me. Most of them are parasites, which
control the population of other insects. He usually
says that all his achievements are due to the blessings
of his guru, Prof. M.S. Mani, the noted Indian
entomologist. Trained in the Natural History
Museum (London) and Smithsonian Institution
(Washington), Prof. TCN has maintained high
standards in his research. He had been working in
close association with the renounced entomologists
such as Dr. Z. Boucek (UK), Dr. D. Kovac
(Germany), Dr. K. Konishi (Japan), etc.

He lived major part of his life as the faculty
member of the Zoology Department of University
of Calicut. He also headed the Department for some
period, and retired in 2004. For the last many years
he has been associated with the Western Ghat
Regional Centre of the Zoological Survey of India
(ZSI), Kozhikode, Kerala as an Emeritus
Scientist. He has published more than 390 research
papers, 10 books, including 7 research
monographs. A total of 26 students have so far been
awarded doctoral degrees under him.

He was elected as fellow of many academic
organisations such as Fellow of Indian Academy
of Entomology (1999), Fellow of the Royal
Entomological Society of London (1980), Fellow
of the Indian Academy of Sciences (2000). In
addition to many awards and honours he was also
a recipient of the prestigious EK Janaki Ammal

Award for Taxonomy (2004) instituted by the
Government of India, and Swadeshi
Shastrapuraskaram (2008) by Government of
Kerala. To promote the studies on insects, he has
established the Prof. TC Narendran Trust for
Animal Taxonomy in 2004.

With the sad demise of Prof. TCN, India lost a
dedicated taxonomist, and a noble person, who was
ready to help the youngsters. I was also fortunate
have personal contact with this great scientist. It
was during the period, when I was a research
student in the Department of Botany of University
of Calicut. It was my amateurish (or immature !)
curiosities on insects resulted in contacting Prof.
TCN. He was so kind to spare his invaluable time
to look into some stray specimens or photos of
moths or other insects that I have shown to him.
In addition to the identification of the insects, the
most beneficial part of these visits were the
enthusiasm and energy he filled in my heart. I could
claim that, he thus became my guru also.

Recently, I was fortunate to be a part of an
occasion, which revealed his greatness, as a guru
of taxonomy in India. It was in a seminar organised
by the Botany Department of Mar Athanasius
College (Kothamangalam); in which Dr. Vaibhav A
Mantri (Senior Scientist, CSMCRI-Marine Algal
Research Station, Mandapam, Tamil Nadu) narrated
the story of how he could succeeded in the
interview for the post of an algal taxonomist. He
affirmed that, he was able to recollect and present
before the interview board the concepts on
significance of taxonomy by Prof. TCN. He also
considers Prof. TCN as a guru of him, never seen,
never talked, but felt through his publications,
especially on taxonomy. No doubt, Prof. TCN was
a great guru to many, not only to the zoologists.
Some of his students, as claimed by Santhosh
(Current Science 106 (7): 1020. 10 April 2014), were
highly privileged to be directly trained under him.
Others are less privileged, but fortunate to admire
his contributions from a bit distance. It was with
great enthusiasm and support he helped in the
formation of CRIKSC. It may be quite incidental in
being one his last paper appeared in SAMAGRA.
Let his soul inspire us, and lead us.


