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The term philosophy is etymologically rooted in two words

‘Philo’ and ‘Sophia’(Greek and Latin words). In English it means

‘love of wisdom’; fascination or interest in the apex of all intellectual

pursuits. In the West this idea was first endorsed by the greatest

thinker Socrates. Subsequently Plato, Socrates’ successor and

disciple, in his work ‘Dialogues’ elaborated all relevant concepts. It

was Aristotle who first categorized different subjects like physical

science, natural science and social science. The present terms in the

field of natural science such as life science, botany, zoology, physics,

chemistry, astronomy; in the field of social science-psychology,

politics, economics; even the recently popular ‘sociology’. All these

subjects are classified by Aristotle two thousand years back. At the

zenith of all such special discipline stands ‘Philosophy’- the highest

knowledge or wisdom.

This is the historical root of ‘wisdom’ in the western culture

and tradition. In India or Eastern tradition the parallel approach and

common popular usage is ‘Darsana’. In English this term suggests

vision or forethought and also claimed as ‘eternal truth’. The

statements of Vedas and Upanishads and a few other works in the

name of Veda vyasa are all treated as basic source of dependable

knowledge or wisdom. Diverse aspects of the Global earth are

conferred in Vedas, Upanishads, Sutras, Bhagavad-Gita and other

Puranas.

Perennial wisdom all over the world is reflected, and thought

of such basic foundational concepts in a rational manner. In Chinese

tradition the concept of ‘Yan’, ‘Yung’ concept is another important

informative and interpretative technique which a serious seeker of

knowledge should focus on.

 Here I intend to highlight the conceptual clarification of the

two terms ‘knowledge’ and ‘wisdom’. Compartmentalisation and

specialisation of knowledge might have definitely led to a lot of valid

as well as debatable information. Information and knowledge is

different from ‘wisdom’, the supreme knowledge.

Specialised or compartmentalised knowledge pursuits might

have provided a lot of information in the field of science and other

disciplines. A scientist or thinker may not be able to acquire or learn

all the fields of knowledge.
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Year’s back in an International Science Congress, a group

of scientists stood for the Darwinian theory of evolution; another

set of scientists took the stand of ‘environmentalism’, with

painted frogs!?... The point is, there are disputes and

controversies in the field of science which claim objective

approach and transparent study! All these reflect that even in

the field of natural and physical science there are rivalries.

Such rivalries and biased approach may be due to the

lack of proper understanding of our Earth and cosmos. Cosmic

vision is different from specialised partial study or vision.

This is what the study of wisdom or ‘Philosophy’

preaches. Information and knowledge may contribute to build a

synthetic view or perspective of the universe. But the wholistic

synthetic methodological approach should be the thinker’s basic

drive or vision.

The poet Alfred Tennyson wrote “Flower in a crannied

wall… what you are, root and all and all in all…..” To appreciate

and understand a flower in a wall through its roots it takes us to

the whole universe. Socrates and Plato distinguished opinion

knowledge and wisdom. The so called scholars provide their

opinion, but not knowledge or wisdom. Wisdom is the utmost

form of knowledge which can be grasped and expressed by only

a seer.

When we look at the history of science, art, literature

and culture, there are several conceptual model changes,

otherwise known as paradigm shifts. A new observation and

practice in a particular field of science or culture may not be

easily accepted by other branches of knowledge. Theories of

Galileo, Bruno, Copernicus, Darwin, Newton or Einstein are

examples. This is another cultural hegemony prevailing these

days.

There are so many other parallel observations in the field

of socio cultural fields. One is Arya/ Dravida methodological

and cultural differences. In the field of science and culture there

are rational differences. Parallel observations could be seen from

EVR (Periyar) and others with Narayana Guru.

In the south western coast of India there was a seer, a

simple old man, Narayana Guru, A thinker who wrote little. One

of his major works is ‘Arivu’, 15 verses in Malayalam; on

knowledge and wisdom. In simple terms a thinker of our own

place presented this issue for the common man. Rivalries in the

field of science, religion, philosophy or culture, Narayana Guru

resolved in his Magnum Opus “The Garland of Visions”. This

work is a blue print to resolve all prevailing paradoxes and inter-

disciplinary disputes, So that we may expect a real wholistic

approach and view of the Universe.


