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Vyasa - the originator of Heliocentric theory

C. Krishnan Namboodiri
Formerly Investigator, Kerala Govt. Scientific Research Fund project

Sreepadam, Asokapuram, Kozhikode - 1, Kerala

In 1543 A.D. Nicolaus Copernicus, a Polish astronomer, in his book De Revelutionibus stated
that the Sun is at the centre of the Universe and that the Earth, other planets and the stars revolve
around it in circular paths. Except the fact that the planets go around the Sun, wherefore it was called
the Heliocentric theory, it contained many mistakes. For example 1) the Sun is the centre of the solar
system only and not of the universe 2) The stars do not go around the Sun 3) Planets which surround
the Sun do not move in circular paths but in elliptical orbits. The Sun itself is not static and fixed at any
particular spacepoint but it moves around the Polestar. It also makes other types of movement. Besides
these content mistakes, the very fact that Copernicus was the first originator of the heliocentric
theory is itself a mistake. Without such mistakes and with greater data and explanations, the heliocentric
theory was originated by Vyasa (Krishnadaipayana) atleast 41/

2
 milleniums before Copernicus. It is

most likely that the general public as well as the modern scientists will have got surprised at this
statement and so it is well substantiated hereunder. (Vyasas actual words in Sanskrit are not quoted
for want of space but are explained after giving the correct reference for those who want to verify
Sreemadbhagavatham, Brahmanda puranam, Koormapuranam)

Vyasa says :

1) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-2-43)

The sun is at the centre of the solar system
Space which is not perfectly ispherical but of
Andakara or eggshaped. Distance of the farthest
planet from the Sun in 25 crores of yojanas. This
approximates the sun pluto distance.

2) Brahmanda puranam (1-24-121-122)

Names of planets in increasing order of
distance from the Sun are Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter and Saturn.

3) Koormapuranam (1-42-2)

The Sun brightens all the planets and it is more
noteworthy that Sun sends rays of attraction to
each of the planets and these rays are caused by
the planets themselves.

4) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-22-12)

a) The planet Venus while going around the
Sun is at times seen in front of, at times at the
backside of, and at other times at the sides of the
Sun. Being seen on all the four sides of the Sun it
is confirmed that it revolves around the Sun and
this, more than any other statement is most
confirmatory of the heliocentric theory.

b) While revolving around the Sun, Venus
changes its speed, sometimes increasing, sometime
decreasing and at other times keeping normal.

The Sun attracts the planet. The planet tends
to fall to the Sun. To avoid falling it creates
centrifugal force opposite in direction and equal
to the force of attraction. If it comes nearer to
the Sun the attractional force increases and to
increase the centrifugal force the planet increases
its speed of revolution. If it goes farther from the
Sun the attractional force will be less and the planet
reduces the centrifugal force by decreasing its
speed. If at normal distance it keeps normal speed.
Thus the changes in speed confirms changes in
Sun distance which is not possible if the orbit is
circular. It is possible only if the orbit is elliptical.
Thus Vyasa also discovered that the orbits of
planets are elliptical before the German
astronomer Kepler said it in 1609 A.D.

5) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-22-13)

All conditions told about Venus apply to
Mercury also. Thus Mercury revolves in elliptical
orbit around the Sun, changing its speed of
revolution to greater, smaller or normal measures.
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6) Sreemadbhagavatham (3-11-13),
     Sreemadbhagavatham (3-11-15) and
       Sreemadbhagavatham (5-21-3)

Revolution of the Earth around the sun is
stated in an indirect way indicating also that the
period of revoltion is one year. SB (5-21-3) states
that the Earth’s orbit is elliptical, indirectly by
describing the apparent motion of the Sun.

7) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-22-14)

The revolution of Mars around the Sun and
its being in each of the twelve signs for 45 days
(which is less than the modern value by 12 days)

8) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-22-15)

While going around the Sun, the Jupiter takes
one year each to cover each of the 12 signs (thus
making the period of resolution 12 years)

9) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-22-16)

The planet Saturn revolves around all the

other planets (they being internal to it) while
revolving around the Sun. It takes 30 months to
cover each of the 12 signs (which makes its period
of revolution 30 years)

10) Sreemadbhagavatham (5-23-3)

Whether stars or planets that are revloving
around a centre, they do so, due to their being
attracted by the sphere at the centre and for
overcoming. This centripetal force, they create
centrifugal force in the opposite direction by
revloving around the centre.

Thus Vyasa’s presentation of the Heliocentric
theory is most meaningful, scientific, illustrated by
taking each of the planets and also supplemented
by scientific explanation for the revolutions of the
planets around the Sun. It is upto the scientific
commuity to accept and declare Vyasa as the
originator of the Heliocentric theory.


