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 My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, it is a 

great joy knowing that we will be sharing ministry 

together.  As I begin preparing boxes to move into 

your community, I am reminded how change is  

stressful for all people.  The stress and hurt of saying  

goodbye, the awkwardness of welcoming someone you 

don’t know very much about.  Hopefully, after reading 

this you will know a few things about your new  

pastor. 

 I am 25 years old, but don’t be shocked when 

you see me.  I am told I look like a high schooler.  I 

figure I will look pretty good several years from now!  

I have just finished Seminary but have been serving a 

church for a few years.  So I am fresh out of school 

but not entirely new in the pulpit. 

 I went to Iowa Wesleyan College for my  

Bachelor’s Degree — which started as Music but  

became Religion — then went to the University of 

Dubuque Theological Seminary.  I am the only person 

in my family to ever go into ministry, so this is all 

new for my family. 

 I am the third of four children.  I have two 

brothers and one sister.  Most of my family lives 

around Cedar Rapids, but I am originally from Vinton, 

Iowa. 

 If you find yourself visiting the parsonage, 

you might notice that one of the rooms has many  

posters of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings.  I am a 

big fan of J.R.R. Tolkien and both the movies and book 

series.  I like to read, although at this time I am still 

burnt out from reading so much in school. 

  

 I have a lovely cat named Delilah who is 

my companion and best friend.  You will soon get 

to meet her anytime you come visit the parsonage, 

although beware—it takes her a long time to warm 

up to people. 

 I have a cat, but I love all animals, which 

is why I am also a vegetarian.  I am a very non-

orthodox vegetarian, as it doesn’t bother me what  

anyone else eats.  I actually think eating meat is a 

good thing for other people.  If your cows or  

chickens were happy then by all means enjoy your 

meat.  I just personally do not eat any creature 

that was living at one time.  I do however enjoy 

cheese too much to not eat any animal products.  

Oh, and I love chocolate of course!  I am a big 

coffee and soda drinker (some days I wonder if I 

have a serious caffeine problem) so don’t be  

surprised to see me with either beverage. 

 More than anything I am excited to 
start this new journey with all of you.  I hope 
that together we may further God’s kingdom and 
share the good news with others!  We are the 
church of today and not of yesterday or  
tomorrow. 
 
With grace and peace, 
 Pastor Kayla 
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      Please Pray for … 
 
 The family of Tom Morrison (Craig & Flossie’s son) at his passing 
 Dorothy Kupka 
 Hazel Barnhart, who is receiving Hospice 
 Former pastor Tom Woodin, who is dealing with terminal pancreatic 

cancer. His address is 
 1201 W. Adam Street 
 Clinton, IA 50801-2904 
 His phone number is 641-344-1503, and Bobbi’s number is 641-344-1106 
 Our nursing home residents:   
 Karl Krause, Eleanor Gassett, Vernelle Kabliska, and Irene Krueger (Evans) 
 LaVerna Leeps (Country Winds Manor) 

CRESCO 

~~~~UMW NEWS~~~~ 

ZION 

Morning Circle 
NO July meeting 

Zion UMW  
Monday, July 6 

1:30 P.M. 
Evans Home 

2:30 P.M.—Serve treats and play 
Bingo with the residents 

July-August 
Upper Rooms are 
now available at 
the back of the  

Sanctuary. 

Afternoon Circle 
Wednesday, July 8 

1:30 P.M. 
Hostess-Lucy Burr 

Devotions & Lesson 

If your address, 
 telephone number, or email has 

changed, please let the church  
office know at 

umc@outlook.com. 

Upper Rooms are a daily devotional magazine for anyone who would like one.  They cost 
only $1.00.  There are large print versions as well as regular print versions.  A new  

magazine is put out every two months in the back of the sanctuary. 

Morning Circle will have pies 
for sale later this month.  They 

are $8.00 a pie. 

mailto:umc@outlook.com
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We have received $1,225.00 for the stripping, cleaning and applying the floor treatment/wax for 
the kitchen and dining room floors.  The goal was to raise $1,200.  We have made our goal and 
more! Servicemaster from Decorah will do this work after the 4th of July. 
 
It seems that when one need (kitchen/dining room floors) is taken care of there is another to 
deal with! There are two unforeseen expenditures that we want to share with you.   
 1. One of the church air conditioners is not working because of the compressors.  At this 

time we are getting by, but, as Jeff Slifka said, “It’s kind of like having your car running 
on half the cylinders.”  The compressors that are still working, are working extra hard to 
keep up.  The cost is $4,500.  

 2.  The parsonage needed the duct work and the carpet cleaned (required by the Iowa 
UMC when a new minister moves into the parsonage) for a cost of  at least $500-$600.   

 
If you are willing to help with these expenditures, please make your check payable to the 
church and the  
project written on the memo line. 
 
Thank you for returning your choice of how you would like to receive the newsletter. The first 
newsletter that will be sent to you that way will be the August one.  
 
Thank you, 
Melodee Balk 
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What does it take to make a food stand at the Mighty Howard County Fair successful?  
It takes a lot of hard work by a lot of wonderful people from the United Methodist 
Church (both First Church and Zion)!  So let me give you some facts: 

 109 people worked at the church stand as day chairs, kitchen workers, dining 
hall waiters and waitresses, and cashiers.  At least 20 people worked 2 to 4 
times during fair week.  Payton Hanni worked 5 of the 6 days and twice on 
Thursday. 

 Our breakfast crew (Gwen Peter, Dick Schorr, John Daly, Howard 
Goldsworthy, Fran Pearson, and Jean Eldridge) worked every day! 

 Every day in the church kitchen there were 5 women making potato and pea 
salad, cutting celery, and dicing onions for the church stand.  So if you take 5 
days times 5 women the total would be 25 women.  But not so for the mighty 
United Methodist Church women!  14 women did all of that work!  Wilma 
Mohs was there 4 days, and Connie Taylor, Marvel Grabau, and Sandy Parks 
were there 3 days each. 

 If you walked into church and were met by a wonderful aroma, it was      
Howard Goldsworthy roasting the pork and then pulling it apart for the 
pulled pork sandwiches.  He also made the Sloppy Joes every day. 

 Gena Ollendieck made the brownies for our famous brownie sundaes     
whenever needed. 

 Mary Ellen Turnmire baked the rolls for breakfast every day. 
 Carol Stevenson made the biscuits for our breakfast biscuits and gravy. 
 And last but not least, our famous pies!  94 pies were baked by 45 women! 

 
Way to go!  We all should be proud!  What are the final results?  It’s too early to say 
now, but when we have the results, you will be the first to know!  Thank you, thank 
you, THANK YOU! 
 
P.S.  Not only did many of you work at our church stand or in the church kitchen for 
the fair, but there were also a number of men and women that cleaned the parsonage 
for our new pastor, Pastor Kayla, during Fair Week!  The Mighty Methodists have many 
loyal and hard workers! 

Oil your chains and pump up your tires for the 7
th
 Annual Church 

Bike Ride for Fun and Fitness.  The date is July 8
th
.  We will leave 

the east side of the church at 5:30 P.M.  Our fast and fearless 

leader, Joey Labosky Jr., and his troupe of stuntmen will lead the 

pack.  We will ride the bike trail to the Ridgeway Park where a 

light lunch prepared by Master Chef Jeff Meinecke awaits to 

freshen and nourish all the participants, then back to Cresco before it gets dark.  Joe 

Labosky will be on hand to handle minor mechanical problems, and maybe we can 

convince Libby to bring her delicious fudgy brownies.  Everyone is welcome.  This is a 

youth and family event and a great time to invite friends and neighbors to a faith event 

not taking place inside those intimidating church walls.  A sag vehicle will be available 

and transportation from Ridgeway to Cresco for those who only want to ride one 

way.  In the event that the ride needs to be cancelled due to bad weather, rain date is 

set for July 15
th
.  Don’t just spin your wheels, let’s get going!!! 
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July 1—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Youth Group-7:00 P.M. 
July 6—Zion UMW at Evans Home-1:30 P.M. 
July 8—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Afternoon Circle-1:30 P.M. 
 7th Annual Church Bike Ride for Fun and Fitness-5:30 P.M. 
 *If rained out, Youth Group will meet instead. 
July 11—Saturday service-5:00 P.M. 
July 15—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Rain date for Church Bike Ride if necessary 
 Youth Group-7:00 P.M. if the Bike Ride doesn’t need to be postponed 
July 18—Saturday service-5:00 P.M. 
July 22—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Youth Group-7:00 P.M. 
July 24—August newsletter items due in secretary’s office-12:00 P.M. 
July 25—Saturday service-5:00 P.M. 
July 29—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Youth Group-7:00 P.M. 
 

Youth Fundraising Project 
 

Youth Group would like to thank Rhonda Vrba and Gina for generously gifting their 

inventory of greeting cards to us.  The youth have assembled the cards into groups of 

20 with assorted greetings for numerous occasions.  They are suggesting a donation of 

$5.00 for 20 attractive cards and envelopes.  Each assortment has a wide variety.  For 

the reasonable price of only 25 cents each, they are a great bargain.  Proceeds will help 

defray expenses for youth activities.  Card collections are available at the top of the 

ramp.  Your support is appreciated.   

Thank you! 
To the parish — thanks for the wonderful send-off.  The quilt is 
magnificent.  Janesville is a quilting church, so I will be  
showing it off to them.  Also, thanks for the gifts, cards, and 
kind words.  I appreciate them as I have appreciated you all 
over the last ten years.  You will continue in my thoughts and 
prayers in the coming years.  The potluck was wonderful, and 
special thanks for saving me a piece of French Silk pie and 
not throwing any rhubarb in it!   
    Blessings on you all. 

        Pastor Mike 


