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 I have been asked to continue writing in 

this space on the topic of offerings/finances. The 

reason why is not to ask for money but to do 

some education on the subject. Apparently in gen-

erations past, this subject was presented often 

and the older generations have been well  

instructed. However, information/knowledge is not 

passed on by osmosis. Education is an ongoing 

responsibility in the church. Just as each genera-

tion must have their own experience of God, so 

each generation needs to be instructed in church-

manship. So here goes. 

 The idea of an offering is from the Old 

Testament. It is talked about a lot in the books of 

Leviticus and Deuteronomy. An offering is a phys-

ical, tangible act of worship. It is giving some-

thing to God for God’s use, the logic behind it 

that everything comes from God so we give back 

a portion of what God has given to the Lord for 

holy purposes. 

 OK, but how do I figure out how much? 

The biblical standard in the Old Testament is one 

tenth or 10% (Leviticus 27:30-33 and Numbers 

18:26). That is the standard that was laid out for 

Israel and it has continued as the standard for 

the Christian church over the centuries. You might 

wonder, a tenth of what? My gross, my net, all of 

my assets or just what I earn? Like most giving, 

I believe how you figure that is between you 

and the Lord. I do not believe the church or the 

preacher has any business telling you what you 

or should not give. It is my business to encour-
age you to give because it is an act of worship, 
but it is between you and the Lord as to how 
you figure that. If you have questions, feel free 
to ask me and I will be glad to discuss the 
matter with you, but the final decision is be-
tween you and God. 
 What happens if I do not give? This 
was a topic in the Old Testament book of Mala-
chi. Look at 3:8-12. The prophet accuses Israel of 
robbing God by not bringing their offerings, and 
God tells them to put him to the test. “Test me 
on this,” says the Lord Almighty.  “See if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of Heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have enough room for it.” (Malachi 3:10) The 
idea is that you cannot out-give God. If you 
honor God, God will honor you. That is a simple 
principle to remember. 
 That brings us to attitude (the most 
important thing). Paul tells us the Lord loves a 
cheerful giver (II Corinthians 9:7). Do not give 
grudgingly, but realize this is an act of worship. 
You are not giving to the church or the preach-
er.  You are giving to the Lord. “Honor the Lord 
with your wealth, with the first fruits of all of 
you crops; then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing and your vats will brim over with 
new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10) 
 Giving is an attitude of the heart and 
spirit. Jesus was watching the people give their 
offerings one day. He saw the wealthy giving 
piles of money and then a poor widow gave two 
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~~~~UMW NEWS~~~~ 

ZION 

Morning Circle 

Wednesday, November 12 

9:30 A.M. 

Hostess-Pat Seebach 

Devotions & Lesson-Carol Stevenson 

Zion UMW  

Monday, November 3 

9:30 A.M. at Sandy Park 

Program-Helen Landswerk 

 

Afternoon Circle 

Wednesday, November 12 

1:30 P.M. 

Hostess-Sally Ludeking 

Devotions & Lesson-Ethelyn 

Menees 

Zion Harvest Mission Service and 

Dinner 

Sunday, November 30 at Noon 

There will be no church service at 

8:30 A.M. 

Everyone is welcome! 

We will be decorating our  

 

Church Women United 
World Community Day 

Wednesday, November 7 

 

pennies. “This poor widow has put in more than all the others put together. All of those people 
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on.” (Luke 21:1-4) 
 Does that story mean the expectation is that you give all you have? No, but it does mean 
you need to give serious consideration, thought, and prayer to your giving. Ask the Lord to show 
you what the level of your giving should be. Do not be casual about it. It is an act of worship. 
 Does one size fit all? No. Some people are given the spiritual gift of giving, but that ex-
cuses no one from doing their part. Can I give other than financially? Yes. In your membership 
vows, you promised to “give of your time, tithe, and talent.” Time and talent are valuable too, and 
when there is a need, giving those things is also an act of worship. 
 The administrative board has decided that more information is good on this subject so 
you will soon begin seeing information on where we are in our givings as a church, how much is 
needed each week to make budget, where we are on the budget, apportionments, etc. That way, as 
you make your decisions regarding your giving, you can do so as an informed Christian. And that 
is always the best kind. 
   Yours with expectation as to what God will do, 
   Pastor Mike 

Morning Circle has  
apple and a few peach 
pies for sale.  They are 

$8.00 each. 

November-December 

Upper Rooms are now 

available at the back of 

the sanctuary 
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You can bring the joy of Christmas and the good news of Jesus to children 
all over the world who have never received these gifts before.  Simply pack a 
shoebox with items that would delight a boy or girl and bring it to the 
church before November 16th.  You can include a toy, stuffed animal,  
t-shirt, colors, markers, pencils, pens, sunglasses, or anything fun.  Also  
appreciated are toiletry items like toothbrushes and toothpaste, washcloths, 
and socks.  Items that should not be included are war toys, food items, and 
breakable things like snowglobes, etc.  You can also include information 
about yourself and a photo if you wish.  Come and join us for a wrapping 
party or just be sure to have your shoebox there for us to wrap by 9:15 A.M. 
on Sunday, November 16th.  Monetary gifts are also appreciated as $7 is  
needed to ship each box.  Boxes will be transported to the collection area by 
Staci Wicks, coordinator of Operation Christmas Child.  Information leaflets 
are available at the back of the sanctuary or learn more by going to  
samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/. 

Youth Group will decorate the 
sanctuary for the Advent season 
on November 19th.  There will be 

no Youth Group on November 
26th, Thanksgiving Eve. 

Mark your calendar!  Children’s 
Christmas program will be  

December 14th at 10:30 A.M. 

“I have good news for you.” (Luke 

2:10)  The rotational unit  

Christmas Messengers will start in 

Children’s Sunday School on  

November 2nd at 9:15 A.M.   

Preparations to celebrate the  

reason for the season begin here.  

Each one of our children is  

important and needed, after all; 

aren’t we all Christmas  

Pray for ... 
 Leonard Zeller as Judy passed away 

 Evelyn Haight’s family 
 Dorothy Kupka as she is taking radiation treatments for  kidney cancer  

 Vernelle Kabliska as she continues to recover  from a stroke 

 Tom Morrison, son of Craig and Flossie, who is in hospice care 

 Our nursing home residents:   

 Paul Morgan, Karl Krause, Eleanor Gassett, and Irene Krueger (Evans) 

 Phyllis Johnson, Emma Foote, Mary Slifka  and Gene Lewis (Cresco Care) 

 LaVerna Leeps and Hazel Barnhart (Country Winds Manor) 

The Cresco United Methodist Church is now able to accept direct deposits of 
your monthly giving.  There is no need to write your check.  It saves you time 

and money.  See Todd Kowalke or call him at 547-2028 for details.  Thank you 
to C US Bank for providing us with this service at no cost, and a thank you for 

your continued support. 
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 As part of this month’s newsletter you will find the  

following:  a sheet of tickets, work committee lists, and the  

general announcement of the supper.  I have been asked to give 

the following words of instruction. 

 First, regarding the sheet of tickets—

  You can do a couple of things with them:  (1.) You 

can sell them to people at their face value and turn the money 

into the church office or the cashier on the night of the supper.   

(2.) You can buy the tickets (some or all) and hand them out as 

gifts to friends, family and unchurched people you know as a 

way of extending the hospitality of Christ and the congregation.  

You then can turn your check into the church for however many 

tickets you purchase (I know several of our folks do this).   

(3.) You can throw them away.  Obviously I hope you choose  

option #1 or # 2, but I would encourage to consider your course 

of action with prayer. 

 Second, the work committee list.  Please check it over and 

see where you are listed.  If you do not see your name and wish 

to help you can either: (1.) Call the church office and ask to be 

placed on a committee.  (2.) Call a committee chair person (they 

are listed on the sheet) and ask if they could use some more 

help.  (3.) Show up and say, “How can I help?”  While #3 would 

be great, #1 or #2 would be preferable so we know where we 

are in numbers. 

 Also regarding work committees, please show up a few (5 

or 10) minutes early for your shift so the chairperson does not 

worry. 

 At the back of the sanctuary is a sign up sheet for anyone 

who would like to  provide pies, cakes/desserts, or bars for the 

Swiss Steak Supper. 

 Questions?  Call your committee chair, Howard 

Goldsworthy, Melodee Balk or Pastor (Pastor is the last resort 

call).  Thanks to everyone for making this a great all-church  

effort.  

 We ask anyone and everyone to help.  Tables and 

chairs in the dining room will need to be set up, the pie room 

will need to be set up, and the food prepared (meat tenderizers, 

veggie cutters, etc.) 

 See you then!  Pastor Mike 

Monday, 

November 24 

4-7 P.M. 

 

Adults-$10.00 

 

Children: 

6-12-$7.00 

 

Under 6-free 



Laity Summit 

Saturday November 15, 2014 

Waverly, Heritage UMC 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Once again we are contacting you with an opportunity to better understand your faith and to 

grow your faith in Jesus Christ.  On Saturday, November 15, 2014, the Northeast District will 

be hosting our Fourth Annual Laity Summit Day.  It will take place at the Heritage United 

Methodist Church, 1201 230th St. (Hwy. 3 W.) in Waverly.  We are inviting all of the Laity of 

the NE District to join us.  “Laity” is defined as “anyone in the UMC who is not a pastor.” 

 

Our keynote speaker will be Sarah Stevens, who is the NW District Field Outreach Minister.  

Sarah was our scheduled presenter last November but became ill.  She has promised to make up 

for it this year!  Her topic of discussion will be, “Who, Me?  Listening to God!” which will be 

outstanding.  This promises to be an excellent session in which we can share discussions, ideas, 

and grow in our Christian faith.  Sarah is very well known for her leadership and ability to 

inspire others. 

 

Our Summit will start with registration at 9:00 a.m.  It will wrap up after Communion at 2:00 

p.m.  The only cost to you will be a freewill offering to cover the noon lunch and refreshments.  

We ask you to please contact Janet at the district office no later than Monday, November 10, 

2014.  You may contact Janet at 319-268-7502 or by email at janet.condon@iaumc.org. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all at our Laity Summit in Waverly on November 15.  It is  

always a great time to get together with fellow Christians to share our faith and our ideas in the 

name of our Lord and Savior — Jesus Christ. 
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UMW Kits 

 

School — 58 

Sewing — 4 

Sweaters — 11 

Health — 30 

Layettes — 21 

 

TOTAL 124 

Zion UMW thanks everyone who 
attended their Salad Luncheon on  

Friday, October 17! 

Adult Sunday School—9:15 A.M. Sunday  
Mornings in the East Room at First 

Church.  Join us! 
We are using Adam Hamilton’s study on 
“Making Sense of the Bible.” Each lesson 
is stand-alone so you can join us anytime 
without having to get “caught up.” We are 

Wednesday morning Bible Study meets 
on Wednesdays at 9:15 A.M. in the East 

Room at First Church. We will meet  
November 5, 12, and 19. We will not 

meet on the 26th. 



November 3—Zion UMW-9:30 A.M. 
November 5—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  Praise Singers-6:30 P.M. 
  Youth Group-7:30 P.M. 
November 6—Choir-6:30 P.M. 
November 7—Church Women United World Community Day 
November 8—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
November 9—Special music—Sky Meinecke at First Church  
November 12—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  Morning Circle-9:30 A.M. 
  Afternoon Circle-1:30 P.M. 
  Pastor leads worship at Cresco Care-2:00 P.M. 
  Pastor leads worship at Evans Home-3:00 P.M. 
  Praise Singers-6:30 P.M. 
  Youth Group-7:30 P.M.  
November 13—Choir-6:30 P.M. 
  Girl Scout Leaders’ Meeting-7:00 P.M. 
November 14—Pastor shares Bible study and communion at Evans Home-9:15 A.M. 
  Pastor shares Bible study and communion at Cresco Care-10:30 A.M. 
November 15—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
November 16—Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child due-9:15 A.M. 
  Praise Singers perform at First Church 
November 19—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  Praise Singers-6:30 P.M. 
  Youth Group-7:30 P.M.  
November 20—Items for December newsletter due-12:00 P.M. 
  Choir-6:30 P.M.  
November 22—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
November 23— Choir performs at First Church 
  Set up for Steak Supper-1:00 P.M. 
November 24—Steak Supper-4:00-7:00 P.M. 
November 26—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  NO Morning Bible Study 
  Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Notre Dame Catholic  
   Church-6:00 P.M.  Please bring a couple of non-perishable food  
   items for the food shelf. 
  NO Youth Group  
November 27—Have a blessed and SAFE Thanksgiving! 
November 29—NO Saturday worship 
November 30—NO Sunday School 
  Special Music-Skye Meinecke at First Church 
  Zion Harvest Mission Service and Dinner-12:00 P.M.  After a short time 
   of worship, we will break bread together and then decorate the 
   Sanctuary for Advent. 
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