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 I think it was a year or so 

ago that our Lenten study fo-

cused on the idea of not giving 

up something for Lent but taking 

on something new for the sea-

son. Most of you are familiar with 

the idea of giving up something 

for Lent. It comes from the idea 

of Jesus going into the wilder-

ness to fast and pray for 40 days 

before Satan came to test Him. 

As Jesus gave up food, so we 

give up  

something. For many folks that 

can be anything from chocolate, 

soda, or sweets to smoking or 

some other habit they have been 

trying to kick.  The idea of our 

study was instead of giving up  

something which is a negative, 

take up something new which 

would be a positive. 

 I liked that idea then and I 

like it still, so let me suggest it to 

you again. For every one thing 

you decide to stop doing or want 

to eliminate  

during Lent, add one thing of a 

positive nature. So if you decide 

 The idea is not to just get 
rid of  
something, although that can be 
a good thing, but to add a posi-

tive spiritual discipline. Add some-
thing positive to the community 

and/or church. Make Lent a posi-

tive, upbeat experience, not a 
dreaded, grit your teeth, dogged 

determination drudgery. The  

Christian faith is a positive, not a 
negative. So, what are you going 

to do? 

 As Nike says in their ad: 
 “Just do it!” 

 Pastor Mike 

REMEMBER—IN CASE OF BAD 

WEATHER... 

 For weekday activities, if there is an 

early out for school or there is no school, there 

are no church activities.  We will also try to 

get weekday cancellations on KCZQ radio. 

 Sunday worship cancellations will be 

announced on KIMT (Mason City) and 

KWWL (Waterloo) TV as well as KVIK 

(Decorah) radio.  I will also do computer  

notifications for those of you with e-mail.  (If 

the church doesn’t have your e-mail address, 

please make sure the church gets it.)  If you 

have a question call Pastor’s cell at 563-203-

0286. 

 Ultimately, use your best judgment. If 

the weather is bad enough for you to be  

wondering, it is probably better to stay home. 
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~~~~UMW NEWS~~~~ 

ZION 

Morning Circle 

Wednesday, March 11 

9:30 A.M. 

Hostess-Pat Joiner 

Devotions & Lesson-Janice Slifka 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 

Zion UMW  

Thursday, March 5 

9:30 A.M. 

Cresco Assisted Living 

Hostess-Darlene Goetsch 

Lesson-Marcella Keune 

March-April  

Upper Rooms are 

now available at 

the back of the  

Sanctuary. 

Morning Circle 
has peach and 
apple pies for 

sale.  They are 
$8.00 a pie. 

Afternoon Circle 

Wednesday, March 11 

1:30 A.M. 

Hostess-Bernice Davidson 

Devotions & Lesson-Marian Anderlik 

Prayer and Self-Denial Offering 

If your address, 
 telephone number, or email has 

changed, please let the church  
office know at 

umc@outlook.com. 

  Please Pray for … 

 

 The family of Mary Slifka due to her passing 

 The family of Phyllis Johnson due to her passing 

 Karl Krause, who is now on oxygen 

 Vernelle Kabliska, who is awaiting treatment options 

 Dorothy Kupka 
 Tom Morrison, son of Craig & Flossie, who is dealing with ALS in Rapid City, South Dakota  

 Former pastor Tom Woodin, who is dealing with terminal pancreatic cancer. His address is 

 1201 W. Adam Street 

 Clinton, IA 50801-2904 

 His phone number is 641-344-2503, and Bobbi’s number is 641-344-1106 

 Our nursing home residents:   

 Shirley Davis, Karl Krause, Eleanor Gassett, Vernelle Kabliska, and Irene Krueger 

The Iowa United Methodist Foundation is reminding everyone 

of the availability of scholarships for students from Iowa who 

are planning to attend a university, college or vocational  

institution. Please visit www.iumf.org and click “Scholarships” 

for more information and application forms. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than  

March 15, 2015. 

mailto:umc@outlook.com
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 Weekly Lenten studies for Zion will be Sunday afternoons at 5:00 PM.  
Studies for First Church will be Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM in the east 
room with cookies, coffee (decaf), and juice. Join us! 
 After talking to the adult Sunday School,  I have decided to utilize the  
material we are using for that study for our Lenten studies. The reason for this 
(and the class agrees) is that the material is important and needs to be  
presented to a larger audience. 
 So our Lenten study will use Adam Hamilton’s recent book, Making 
Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of the Scripture Today. While we 
cannot cover all of the material in five sessions, I will pick the highlights when it 
comes to making sense of the Old Testament, answering questions like 
 What books made it into the canon, and why is the Bible the Word of God? 
 Is the Bible inerrant and infallible?  
 How do you explain the violence in the Old Testament? 
 Can we trust the Gospels? 
 ...And so on. 
 So if you have questions about the Bible, this is your chance to ask them 
and get some possible answers. Those of the adult Sunday School agree this  
material has been interesting and beneficial, so they also join me in inviting you 
to join us in our Lenten study series. 

If you enjoy an evening of spirited music with an energetic crowd you don’t want to 
miss the annual WhatConcert in Spring Grove, Minnesota.  A local favorite, Loftland 

will perform along with Shuree and Shonlock with guest speaker Scott Free on March 
14

th
, 2015 at 7:00 P.M.  Doors open at 6:30.  Admission is FREE.  Snacks and  

beverages are FREE.  T-shirts are FREE.  It’s a deal that is hard to beat and family 
friendly.  For more information about the bands or events go to 

www.WhatConcert.com or facebook.com/whatconcerts    

http://www.whatconcert.com/


 Update for the Month on the Backpack Program 
 

 Thanks to everyone that brings 16-18 oz. Creamy Peanut Butter or offers to 
help, as the Sunday School group is doing this year.  We are still currently at 87  
backpacks per week. 
 It is now time for us site coordinators to send out surveys. We put Family and 
Child surveys in each backpack. The survey results are crucial for grant funding and 
to be able to maintain and continue the backpack program. The results are given back 
to Northeast Iowa Food Bank coordinators. Survey questions include 
 Has the program helped your family food budget? 
 How long does the food last (one day or longer)? 
 Do you like the food that you are getting in the backpack? 
 How do you feel when you get your backpack with food? 
 
The Northeast Iowa Food bank 2014 Annual Report stated they provided an average 
of 10,000 backpacks each month to kids at 105 schools in a 16 county service area. 
 We know you belong to other groups that are or have given a donation,  
whether in money or in peanut butter. Please say thank you to them for us also, as 
every jar is appreciated. 
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Come into the Easter Garden   

 

In the weeks leading up to Easter,  children  

attending Sunday School are hearing the  

stories of Holy Week and creating a garden in 

the sanctuary.  Each week they are crafting a  

symbolic element and will add each of those to 

the garden.  From palm frond collages and 

folded palm leaves signifying Jesus’ triumphal 

ride into Jerusalem to the butterfly and cross 

that reminds of eternal life, the children will 

build a colorful garden where you are  

welcomed each week.  They are acting out the 

Bible stories and learning catchy tunes to help 

them remember and celebrate the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  On Palm 

Sunday, March 29th, children will bring the 

congregation into the garden with songs and 

symbols at the 10:30 A.M. worship  

service.  Each child in our congregation should 

be an integral part of this celebration.  As God 

blesses us with warming temperatures and 

healthy bodies and minds, let us come together 

World Day of Prayer 
 

Christian women in North America first 
organized a “day of prayer for the 
world”  in 1920.  Now, hundreds of 

thousands of women, men, youth, and 
children from around the world and in 

every region gather to collectively  
worship on the first Friday in March. 

World Day of Prayer is  
supported by sacrificial and benevolent 
mission offerings given by individuals 
through these annual services.  In the 

US, World Day of Prayer promotes  
justice and equality for women through 

prayer, partnerships, service, and  
celebration. 

This year, our community’s World Day 
of Prayer service will be held Friday, 

March 6 at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
beginning at 1:30 P.M. 

For more information on the  
organization visit www.wdp-usa.org. 
For more information regarding the 



March 1—Communion 

 Zion study—5:00 P.M. 
March 4—Men’s breakfast—6:00 A.M. 

 Pastor leads worship at Evans Home—2:00 P.M. 
 Pastor leads worship at Cresco Care—3:00 P.M. 

 First Church study—6:30 P.M. 
 Youth group following Lenten study 

March 5—Pastor out of the office for Northeast District Clergy Day Apart at  
 Independence UMC 

 Zion UMW—9:30 A.M. 
March 6—World Day of Prayer service at Immanuel Lutheran Church—1:30 

P.M. 
March 7—NO Saturday worship 

March 8—Zion study—5:00 P.M. 
March 10—Gideon’s meeting—5:30 P.M. 

March 11—Men’s breakfast—6:00 A.M. 

 Morning Circle—9:30 A.M. 
 Afternoon Circle—1:30 P.M. 

 First Church study—6:30 P.M. 
 Youth group following Lenten study 

March 12—Girls Scout Leaders meeting in church basement—7:00 P.M. 
March 13—Pastor shares communion and Bible study at Evans Home—

9:15 A.M. 
 Pastor shares communion and Bible study at Cresco Care—10:30 A.M. 

March 14—Saturday worship—5:00 P.M. 
March 15—Zion study—5:00 P.M. 

March 18—Men’s breakfast—6:00 A.M. 
 First Church study—6:30 P.M. 

 Youth group following Lenten study 
March 21—Saturday Church—5:00 P.M. 

March 22—Zion study—5:00 P.M. 

March 25—Men’s breakfast—6:00 A.M. 
 First Church study—6:30 P.M. 

 Youth group following Lenten study 
March 26—Pastor out of the office in the morning 

 Pastor leads worship at Windy Acres Long Term Care—1:30 P.M. 
March 28—NO Saturday worship 

March 29—Zion Palm Sunday Breakfast immediately after worship 
 First Church — Children’s program 

April 1—Zion’s Seder Supper 
April 2—Maundy Thursday service 

April 3—Good Friday service at First Church—12:10 P.M. 
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