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 My office looks like a bad attitude tornado 

has gone through it.  Things are slowly making 

their way into boxes.  One load has already gone 

south.  Files have been sorted and culled.  My  

contribution to recycling this month is significant.  

Just ask Gwen and Arnie.  Moving is always an 

interesting experience. 

 For me, packing an office means I have to 

eyeball and touch everything to determine whether 

or not it goes with me or into File 13.  If I haven’t 

used it in 10 years, I probably never will, so out it 

goes.  But that means I also get to discover buried 

treasures.  Pictures that were filed away of  

confirmations, baptisms, Sunday School programs, 

and various church events.  Cards from holidays, 

birthdays, get well quick (was I really sick that 

often?).  Various tokens of events in the life of a 

parish, each with its own special memory. 

 I want to thank you all for the last 10 

years.  It has truly been a gift; at least, you have 

been to me.  Along the way I can only hope and 

pray that you learned something, were inspired 

maybe just a little, and, as our Bishop likes to say, 

“Be encouraged.” 

 We have brought in many new friends in 

the decade.  We have sent some on to new  

adventures in new parts of the world.  We have 

baptized new lives into the faith and graduated 

our young people into adulthood and into the world.  

And we have sent many of our beloved on ahead 

to be with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom.  We 
have been the church, and you will continue to 
be. 
 I leave you in good hands.  Pastor Kayla 
will come with the freshness, energy, and  
enthusiasm of youth.  Enjoy her, nurture her as 
she will nurture and encourage you.  She marks 
a new beginning in the history of the Cresco 
parish, and I believe it will be good.  I do  
believe the best is yet to come.  If you are half 
as gracious with her as you have been with me, 
she will be truly blessed, as you will be as a 
parish. 
 In the meantime, if you are ever down 
in southern Bremer County on the Avenue of the 
Saints, stop in.  The coffee pot will be on, if you 
can handle strong coffee! 
 
So be encouraged.  The best is yet to come. 
 Pastor Mike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship time change begins June 7th 

— Zion goes to 8:30 A.M. and First 

Church will be at 10:00 A.M. 



Page 2 

June 21st is Pastor Mike’s last Sunday.  It is his wish that there be one worship  

service that weekend and that both churches would come together at First Church 

at 10:00 A.M. 

      Please Pray for … 

 

 Dorothy Kupka 

 Hazel Barnhart, who is receiving Hospice 

 Tom Morrison, son of Craig & Flossie, who is dealing with ALS in 

Rapid City, SD 

 Former pastor Tom Woodin, who is dealing with terminal pancreatic cancer. His address is 

 1201 W. Adam Street 

 Clinton, IA 50801-2904 

 His phone number is 641-344-1503, and Bobbi’s number is 641-344-1106 

 Our nursing home residents:   

 Karl Krause, Eleanor Gassett, Vernelle Kabliska, and Irene Krueger (Evans) 

 LaVerna Leeps (Country Winds Manor) 

ZION 
 
Zion will have a farewell get-together with 
Pastor and a graduation celebration for 
Jessica Reicks on June 12 at East Park. 
Supper will begin at 6:00 P.M.—it will be a 
potluck with burgers provided. 
 
Zion will not have services on June 28, the 
Sunday of the Howard County Fair. 

There will be Saturday church 
June 6 & 13.   

 
There will be NO Saturday 

church June 20 or 27. 

The dining room and the kitchen floors are in need of some work.  They need to be 

stripped, cleaned, and waxed (3 layers of floor treatment/wax).  This is more labor  

intensive than we can handle.  Service Master in Decorah has done our carpets before 

and they will do the dining room/kitchen floors for $1,200.  This includes labor, product, 

and machinery needed.  Donations are being made to help defray the cost.  If you would 

like to donate, make a check payable to United Methodist Church and write “Floors” on 

the memo line.  As of May 26 we have $1,150.00!!! 
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~~~~UMW NEWS~~~~ 

ZION 

Morning Circle 

Wednesday, June 10 

9:00 A.M. 

Hostess-Rose Feenstra (at church) 

Lesson-Making Pies 

Zion UMW  

Tuesday, June 9 

9:00 A.M. 

Cresco Assisted Living 

Hostesses-Therma Fitzgerald 

Lesson-Helen Landswerk 

May-June  

Upper Rooms are 

now available at 

the back of the  

Sanctuary. 

Morning Circle has 
cherry, peach,  

apple, and  
strawberry rhubarb 
pies for sale.  They 

are $8.00 a pie. 

Afternoon Circle 

Wednesday, June 10 

1:30 P.M. 

Hostess-Marge Jackson 

Devotions & Lesson-Peggy Darland 

If your address, 
 telephone number, or email has 

changed, please let the church  
office know at 

umc@outlook.com. 

Upper Rooms are a daily devotional magazine for anyone who would like one.  They cost 

only $1.00.  There are large print versions as well as regular print versions.  A new  

magazine is put out every two months in the back of the sanctuary. 
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Our Methodist t-shirts are on 
the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  We have small, 
medium, large, and extra-

large for $10.00 and XXL for 
$15.00 

On June 3, there is a Salad Luncheon meeting scheduled for UMW.  It will 
be at noon, with a business meeting at 1:30 P.M.  At that time, our two  

circles could brainstorm ideas of a possible merger and what it would mean 
for all of us.  It would, therefore, be good to have as many UMW members as 

possible present at this meeting. 
We hope to see you June 3. 

—Joanie Buttjer & Bernice Davidson 

The Backpack  
program is happy 

to report that  
peanut butter is 

taken care of to the 
end of the year!  

mailto:umc@outlook.com
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Youth Group would like to thank Rhonda Vrba and Gina for generously gifting their 

inventory of greeting cards to us.  The youth have assembled the cards into groups of 

20 with assorted greetings for numerous occasions.  They are suggesting a donation of 

$5.00 for 20 attractive cards and envelopes.  Each assortment has a wide variety.  For 

the reasonable price of only 25 cents each, they are a great bargain.  Proceeds will help 

defray expenses for youth activities.  Card collections are available at the top of the 

ramp.  Your support is appreciated.   

Get ready for God’s love in action!   

Vacation Bible School’s theme of G-Force 

promises to be an exhilarating week of fun 

and fellowship.  Mark your calendars for 

August 3rd through the 7th.  It isn’t too early 

to be thinking about end-of-summer  

schedules.  Don’t forget to take advantage 

of this important ministry.  Set aside  

evenings in the first week of August for this 

annual event.  Watch the announcements 

and the newsletter for more details.   

Thank you to everyone who helped make 

this year’s beautiful quilt: Flossie Morrison, 

Mary Ellen Turnmire,  Lucille Proctor,  

SallyLudeking, Pat Seebach, Carol  

Stevenson, Donna Murphy, Gwen Peter, 

Sherry Whalen, Marvel Grabau, Rose 

Feenstra, and Karen Anderson.  Thanks also 

to those who provided food for the quilters: 

Carol Stevenson, Gwen Peter, Ruth Lueck, 

Lucille Proctor, Donna Murphy (a delicious 

coconut cake), Pat Seebach, Connie Taylor, 

In the May newsletter was a sheet for you to choose a method you would like to receive the 

newsletter later this year.  I have heard from many of you, but I also have not heard from a 

number of you.  If I do not hear from you I will assume you do not want to receive the  

newsletter.  If you want to receive it, please let me know if you can pick it up at Zion or First 

Church, receive it as an email, or continue to receive it in the mail.  Email me your choice at 

umc@outlook.com or send it to the church at 310 N. Elm Street, Cresco, IA 52136 by June 30. 

 

Thank you, 

Melodee Balk 

United Methodist Church Fair Stand! 
 
 Included in the newsletter is the Fair Stand Schedule.  Please keep it 

handy so you will know when to work in the stand or church kitchen or 
bring your pies.  If you are able to help and were not called, call Melodee 
at 547-3314 or the church office at 547-2782.  There is always room for 
more! 

 Working at the fair stand is a good time to wear your Methodist T-shirt. 
 Day Chairs and Church Stand Committee will meet Wednesday 

June 17 at 7:00 P.M. in the East Room. 
 If you are baking pies, please make sure your pie is baked thoroughly. 
 At the time you work, you will get your meal at half price.  Snacks are to 

be paid in full. 
 Our stand is open on Tuesday June 23 from 7:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  

Come have breakfast or lunch or both with us! 
 

Thank you for all you do! 



June 3—Men’s breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 UMW Salad Luncheon Potluck + business meeting-12:00 P.M. 
June 6-11—Pastor will be gone to Annual Conference.  Pam Seebach will be filling the 
 pulpit. 
June 6—Saturday service-5:00 P.M. 
June 7—WORSHIP TIME CHANGES 
 ZION-8:30 A.M. 
 FIRST CHURCH-10:00 A.M. 
June 9—Zion UMW at Cresco Assisted Living-9:00 A.M. 
June 10—Men’s breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Morning Circle-9:00 A.M. 
 Afternoon Circle-1:30 P.M. 
June 11—Pastor will be back in the office 
June 12—Pastor’s Zion farewell + Jessica Reick’s graduation celebration at East Park-
 6:00 P.M. 
June 13—Saturday service-5:00 P.M. 
June 14—Girl Scouts will be using the First Church basement-4:00P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
June 17—Men’s breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
 Day Chairs and Church Stand Committee meeting in East Room-7:00 P.M.  
June 18—Choir practice-6:30 P.M. 
 Praise Singers-7:00 P.M. 
June 19—Items for the July newsletter due to secretary’s office-12:00 P.M. 
June 20—NO Saturday service 
June 21—Pastor Mike’s last Sunday service at First Church-10:00 A.M. for both  
 parishes with the farewell potluck and program following the service 
June 23—Methodist Church Fair Stand opens 
June 24—Men’s Breakfast-7:00 A.M. 
June 27—NO Saturday service 
June 28—NO church at Zion 
 Worship service at First-10:00 A.M. with Pam Seebach 
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