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 I used a word in last month’s newsletter 

and I was questioned as to whether it was  

actually a word, and if it was, what did it mean.  

The word was “churchmanship.”  Yes, it is a word.  

It is a noun and it means “the beliefs and/or 

practice of a churchman.” So what is a church-

man? 

 50 or 60 years ago “churchmanship”  

wasn’t only a commonly understood word but 

was specifically taught. It means if you are going 

to be a member of a church, what does that 

mean? What were the expectations for a member 

of a church within the life of a congregation? 

 We cover that in our membership vows 

where we promise to God and the rest of the 

congregation to be faithful in our time, tithe,  

talent and presence. That means especially in the 

primary services of the church, which are  

worship and Sunday School. So how are we doing 

with this? 

 In the average mainline Protestant church, 

on any given Sunday roughly 25% of the  

membership is present in worship. Compare that 

to Evangelical/conservative churches where the 

average is 80%.  What does that simple statistic 

tell us? It says mainline Protestants are not 

practicing good churchmanship. 

 OK, I hear you. “We are so busy with kids 

and grandkids. We have to be out of town. Sunday 

is my only day to sleep in or do family stuff.” 

Whoa! Stop. Are you listening to yourselves? Let 

me make a couple of quick points. 

 1.) When you skip worship, who misses 
out, who suffers? You do. Is it any skin off God’s 
nose? Not really. God wants you there, yes, but 
you are the one depriving yourself of spiritual 
encouragement and nourishment. 
 2.) If you have children and  
grandchildren, what kind of example are you 
setting? Come on, be honest now. You are telling 
a child that it’s not very important. The same is 
true when it comes to dropping your child off 
for Sunday School and not attending yourself or 
not even staying for church. In fact, we have a 
word to describe that. It’s “hypocrite.” Oh! Sorry, 
did I offend you? Hey, if the shoe fits… 
 For too long now, the church has listened 
to all the excuses (not reasons, excuses. There’s a 
big difference) people give for poor, poor church-
manship. We have tried to schedule services in 
ways that are convenient for you. I say it’s time 
we called the mainline church into  
accountability. Do you want to be part of things 
or not? If you do, then you need to start  
showing up. If not, be honest with God, yourself, 
and everyone else and take your name off the 
rolls. 
 You made a promise to God and the 
church, and it’s time to see what you are made 
of. Are you going to keep your promise or not? 
It’s really a simple proposition. Are you or are 
you not? It’s up to you. 
 
Your move—what are you going to do? 
 Pastor Mike 
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~~~~UMW NEWS~~~~ 

ZION 

Morning Circle 

Wednesday, December 10 

9:30 A.M. 

Hostess-Mary Ellen Turnmire 

Devotions & Lesson-Kay Herold 

Paper Products for Community  

Action 

Please bring paper products and  

Zion UMW  

Thursday, December 4 

11:00 A.M.  

Therma Fitzgerald’s home 

Lesson-Sandy Parks 

Christmas Luncheon 

Afternoon Circle 

Wednesday, December 10 

1:30 P.M. 

Hostess-Ethelyn Menees 

Business Meeting 

Fill Sunday School Christmas Bags 
November-December Upper Rooms 

are now available at the back of the 

Cresco UMW 

Wednesday, December 3 

12:00 P.M. (Noon) Potluck 

Short Business Meeting 

Please Pray for ... 
 Vernelle Kabliska 
 Dorothy Kupka, who is recover ing from a cancerous kidney removal 

 Rose Goestsch’s brother, who had a stroke and is at University Hospital in Iowa 

City 

 The general health of everyone, especially those with colds and the flu 

 Those traveling for the winter and the holiday season 

 Our nursing home residents:   

 Paul Morgan, Karl Krause, Eleanor Gassett, and Irene Krueger (Evans) 

Advent Preaching Schedule 
 
November 30 = Christmas Comes to a Back Fence — Luke 1:39-45 
December 7 = Celebrating Christmas in a Hotel — Luke 2:1-7 
December 14 = Sunday School Program and all-church potluck 
 How the Government Helped the First Christmas Happen — Matthew 2:1-8 
  and Luke 2:17 
December 21 = Christmas and the Impossible Dream — Matthew 2:1-12 
December 28 = Christmas Comes to a Church — Luke 2:22-32 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were delivered to Decorah this week. 
We had 25 boxes and 25 chances to share the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
children all over the world. Please continue to pray for the children who will 
receive these boxes. The children will feel so excited to receive gifts of toys, 
but ultimately they get the gift of knowledge about our Lord and Savior. 
They will learn about the true meaning of Christmas! Thank you to Patsy 
Bronner and our Sunday School group for helping to promote this project, 
for helping to wrap the boxes, for helping to pray and for showing so much 
excitement! Thank you to my own family, Rich, Noel, Seth and Devin for all 
your help with this project! I love that we get to drop off the boxes together 
as a family and I love seeing your faces light up when you understand giving 
is better than receiving! 
 Merry Christmas! 

No angels in the Christmas  
pageant? Aren’t they important 
messengers from God? Didn’t 

they tell Mary about her  
immaculate conception,  

assure Joseph that Mary’s 
baby was from God himself, 

and announce the good 
news to shepherds watching 
their flocks by night? Don’t 

miss this dramatic,  
humorous, and spiritually 

uplifting presentation by the  
children and the youth.  

Experience the age-old story in a 
fresh and meaningful way on  

December 14th at the 10:30 A.M. 

Instead of sweets after the  

children’s program on December 

14th, how about a warm meal with 

your church family? Rather than hurry 

home to prepare food for your 

hungry crew after the service, why 

not bring a casserole, salad, or des-

sert to share and stay for lunch? 

This will be a very informal get-

together for family, friends, guests, 

and children of all ages. Fruit 

punch and coffee will be provided. 

Bring your own tableware to help re-

duce cleanup time in the fellowship 

hall. This will take place immediately 

following the children’s Christmas 

program. Everyone is welcome! It 

could be the birth of a wonderful 
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The Cresco United Methodist Church is now able to accept direct deposits of your monthly  

giving.  There is no need to write your check.  It saves you time and money.  See Todd 

Kowalke or call him at 547-2028 for details.  Thank you to C US Bank for providing us with 

this service at no cost, and a thank you for your continued support. 

Angels, angels everywhere. If 
you have an angel ornament 
or two that you’d like to display 
on the east tree in the  
sanctuary, please mark it with 
your name and bring it before  
December 14th. In conjunction 
with our Sunday School theme 
and Christmas program focus, 
angels will adorn one tree.  
Angels used for the tree will 
be returned to you after  
Christmas. Remember that 
children and young people will 
be handling the ornaments, so 
please be selective about 

Once again this year our congregation 
has the opportunity to help local  

families that are struggling. By  
selecting a tag from the CARE 

(Cooperative for Assistance and  
Relief Everywhere) tree located on 

the west side of the sanctuary,  
purchasing the item listed on the tag 

and returning it by Thursday,  
December 11th, we help parents and 

children in our community.  
Remember to keep the tag with the 
unwrapped item that you purchase 

and simply place it under the CARE 
tree. Wrapping paper is also  

appreciated. The holidays are  
sometimes difficult for families trying 

to make ends meet and this ministry 
works to make sure children have a 

Thanks to everyone for all your hard work that made the Swiss Steak Supper a success. 

Special thanks to Howard Goldsworthy, who did most of the preparations and set up 

work in the kitchen. Howard is stepping down from the lead role, so if you or someone 

you know would be interested in taking over, please talk to Pastor ASAP. 

Pastor will be out of the office and 

out of town December 29 through 

January 6.  In case of an  

emergency, call his cell, 563-203-

0286, or call your Lay Leader 

(John Krueger or Therma  

Fitzgerald at Zion, Vicki Reinhart 

at First) or your Administrative 

Board chair (Sandy Parks at Zion, 

Bruce Roelofs at First). 

Youth Group and the Choir will be 
caroling at Evans Assisted Living on 
Wednesday, December 17th at 7:00 
P.M. If you like to sing, feel free to 
join this fun event. 



November 30—Zion Harvest & Mission Dinner-12:oo P.M. (no 8:00 A.M. service) 
December 3—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  Cresco UMW Potluck and Business meeting-12:00 P.M. 
  Praise Singers-6:30 P.M. 
  Youth Group-7:30 P.M. 
December 4—Zion UMW-11:00 A.M. 
  Choir-6:30 P.M. 
December 6—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
December 7—Special music-Praise Singers at First Church 
December 10—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  Morning Circle-9:30 A.M. 
  Afternoon Circle-1:30 P.M.   
  Praise Singers-6:30 P.M. 
  Youth Group-7:30 P.M.  
December 11—Set up for the Hospital Auxiliary Cookie Sale-1:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
  Choir-6:30 P.M. 
  Girl Scout Leaders’ Meeting-7:00 P.M. 
December 12—Hospital Auxiliary Cookie Sale-8:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 
  Pastor shares Bible study and communion at Evans Home-9:15 A.M. 
  Pastor shares Bible study and communion at Cresco Care-10:30 A.M. 
December 13—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
December 14—First Church Christmas program-10:30 A.M. 
  All-church potluck to follow in basement dining room 
December 17—Men’s Breakfast-6:00 A.M. 
  Bible Study-9:15 A.M. 
  *Items for January newsletter due-12:00 P.M. 
  Praise Singers-6:00 P.M. 
  Youth Group & Choir Caroling at Assisted 
Living-7:00 P.M. 
  Choir-8:00 P.M.  
December 20—Saturday worship-5:00 P.M. 
December 21—Special music-Choir at First Church 
December 23—Zion Christmas program-7:30 P.M. 
December 24—NO Morning Bible Study 
  Christmas Eve Worship-5:00 P.M. 
December 25—Have a blessed, safe, and merry Christmas! 
December 27—NO Saturday worship 
December 28—NO Sunday School 
December 29—Pastor out of town until January 6 
December 31—NO Morning Bible Study 
  Have a blessed, safe and happy new year! 
January 3, 2015—NO Saturday worship     

Page 6 


