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INFORMATION SHEET 
 

The Coat of Arms of the Australasian Council of Paramedicine 
 

The Coat of Arms is the official symbol, trademark and emblem of the Australasian 
Council of Paramedicine.   
 
The Coat of Arms is predominately red in colour coming from the colour of assistance and 
care which featured in the early shields, code of arms and crosses of charitable groups 
and religious orders.  Organisations such as the Order of St John, Red Cross and many 
ambulance services continue to use red in their emblems. The red colour symbolises our 
origins and evolution. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kookaburra – Indigenous bird of Australia 
and related to the king fisher.  Kookaburras live 
in all environments desert, mountains, bush, 
Coastal and urban areas.  Kookaburras are 
known for its ability to adapt, find what it seeks, 
”laugh”, strength, fight (they eat some of the 
most poisonous snakes in the world) and live in 
harmony within its environment. Kookaburras 
symbolise the strength, mobility adaptability, 
crisis management and humour that comes with 
being a paramedic. 

Caduceus, Wings and staff 
– The magic wand of God Mercury 
(Rome) and Hermes (Greek) 
messenger of the gods, used to 
protect, inventor of (magical) 
incantations, conductor of the dead 
and protector of merchants and 
thieves.  The symbol is by many 
medical, ambulance and paramedic 
organisations.  The Caduceus 
represents our alignment with the 
practice of medicine and the close 
working relationship with the medical 
profession.   Human DNA Helix – The building blocks 

of people.  The Helix symbolises that 
paramedics are human and that all humans 
come from the same genetic building blocks 
and species, no matter colour, belief, race or 
creed.   The helix reinforces that the 
paramedic’s role is to provide assessment, 
diagnosis and care of members of our 
community who are suffering acute health 
crises.  Uniquely, paramedics attend people 
wherever they need our services and if 
required, paramedics can refer to other health 
carers and/or transfer patients to appropriate 
facilities for ongoing care. 

Five Pointed Stars – The five 
points stars originate from the New 
Zealand Flag.  The stars have been 
arranged in the shape of the Southern 
Cross, the best known and most 
represented star group in the Southern 
Hemisphere. It is the group of stars that 
paramedics in Australia, New Zealand 
and Australasia mutually practice 

Book of Knowledge – The 
book represents the unique body of 
knowledge, University education, 
research and the scientific basis of 
the clinical practice of paramedics.  
The book is a reminder to all 
members of Council the 
requirement for ongoing 
professional development, research 
and the ability of the profession to 
continue to strive for excellence 
particularly in educating our 
students, colleagues, our 
community and delivering patient 
care.  


