
 

Grade 5 Social Studies 
 Curriculum Statement 

Grade 5 students explore Canada and its regions and see Canada’s history through the experiences of Aboriginal, 
French, British and immigrant groups.  They develop a sense of belonging and an awareness of how the multiple 
stories of Canadians contribute to a sense of citizenship and identity. 

Main Topics Key Activities and Skills 

Geography of Canada  Locate political and geophysical boundaries 

 Relate quality of life to resources available 

 Relate all the components of Canadian land and water forms to 
Canadian life  today 

 Gain mapping skills 

 Show relationship between natural resources and aboriginal 
cultural development 

 

History of Early Canada  Understand the depth of various cultural influences in Canada 

 Understand Canada today from a study of early Canada 

 Study a variety of historical influences on Canada’s development 
– e.g. Loyalists 

 Understand  French and British  historical influences 

 Explore 

immigrant influences on Canadian culture 

 

Shaping our Identity  Recognize how environmental, political and economic factors 
shaped Canada’s identity today 

 Appreciation our collective identity 

 

Values and attitudes  Appreciate the positive influence of Canada’s natural resources 

 Understand the need for concern about the development of our 
natural resources 

 Discover the many influences that contributed to the 
development of what Canada is today. 

 Understand how we have become the sum of all 

 Value the contributions of all aspects of  Canadian development 
that  have contributed to Canada today  

  Recognize that this growth continues and is an integral factor in 
future development 

 

CJA program elements above and beyond those required to meet the Alberta Curriculum: 

Construct wigwam, study of indigenous peoples in every region, trip to Head Smashed In, powerpoint on the 
Haida, construct Haida masks and totem poles, learn native games 

 

Most important resources: 

 Goodman, D., Harding, J., Smith, T., Voices of Canada, (2007); U-tube videos; Google Images 
 

 


