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EDITORIAL

At this time of year there is a change of focus in the church worship. We 
have just come through the joys of welcoming our Saviour into the 

world at Christmas and Epiphany, but in Lent we look towards the suffering 
He is to endure in the desert and at His passion. We examine our own lives 
to see how we can improve in our holiness and devotion, and wait patiently 
for the triumph of Easter that is to come. In St John’s we have thankfully 
seen the tower scaffolding come down, and our new heating finally working. 
We also look outside, around the church, to those with problems in their 
lives, to follow the example of Jesus and bring relief to the suffering. To be 
successful we must pray for a strengthening of our church community, and 
be ready to give what we can offer to further our ministry. There are all sorts 
of ways people can contribute, to help us continue our work in the city. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Easter 2020. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 31st Mar.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com

The Parochial Church Council of the City Parish of St John the Baptist Cardiff is a Registered Charity, No. 1187259.
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From The Vicar
Welcome to the Lent edition of St John's journal.

Over this last year we have been growing. Our numbers have been growing. Our 

choir has been growing. We have been growing younger as a church community. 

It has been a joy to be part of this.

At Christmas 2018, I asked a few people who came to our services infrequently if 

they would like to be kept in touch with events at St John's by e mail. We started 

with 8 people and we now have a mailing list of over 50 people (many of whom 

are regular attenders) who get an e mail each week about St John's. Our Facebook 

and Twitter feeds have a good audience and we have plans to expand our 

presence in the online world as the year progresses.

This year we are obliged to start a new Electoral Roll. The Electoral Roll is a 

record of who is a member of the parish and our worshiping community. As 

Churchwarden, Evan is looking after this for us. It costs nothing to be on it so 

please do ensure that you fill in a form and get on the roll!

This Lent we will be following a theme of caring for the environment by reading 

a publication by The Church of England entitled Live Lent: Care for God's 

Creation. The booklet is based on the story of creation found in Chapter 1 of the 

book of Genesis. It has a bible passage and a challenge for each day of Lent. I 

hope that most of us will buy a copy and work our way through the booklet on a 

daily basis and learn what we can do to be better stewards of God's Creation. 

Alongside this, our Word for the City Group will be following the diocesan Lent 

course on the theme of Pilgrimage. 

On Monday 23rd March we are launching our new free café session for the 

homeless and vulnerably housed community. The working title for this is Morn-

ing Hours although this may change before its launch. Do speak with Rev'd Lorna 

or myself if you would like more details about this.

For many years, Philip our organist has promoted superb free lunchtime Organ 

concerts on the 2nd Friday of each month at St John's (December excepted). Last 

month we started a companion series of free Chamber Music concerts from 

students at The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama usually on the 3rd 

Friday of every month. All concerts start at 1.15pm.

There are regular Eucharists at 12.30pm on Wednesday and at 12 noon on Friday 

and Christian Meditation and Mindfulness sessions on Tuesday at 12.45pm and 

at 6pm. Morning Prayer takes place each weekday at 10am and lasts for about 25 

minutes. Do feel free to join us.

Wishing you a holy and thoughtful Lent,

Sarah
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Parish News

Seasonal Services

St John's always has a busy period over the Christmas season. As well as its own 

additional services, it also hosts a number of organisations for services and 

concerts. Starting on Advent Sunday there was an evening service of Advent 

carols by candlelight. During the four weeks of Advent the church hosted 

services by Ronald McDonald House, the Mothers Union, Kidney Wales, the 

Worshipful Livery Company of Wales, and St John's Cymru. There were 

concerts by the Band of Prince of Wales Division, Barry Brass Band, and the 

Cardiff Polyphonic Choir. There were also Saturday services for shoppers, and 

for the Lutheran Church. Cards for Good Causes continued to operate until mid- 

December, raising money for charities.  Christmas was marked by the traditional 

service of Lessons and Carols, and additional Eucharists on Christmas Eve, 

Midnight Mass, and Sung Eucharist on Christmas morning. The celebration of 

Christ's birth continued until Epiphany, the time associated with the arrival of 

the Wise Men to worship Jesus. 

Approaching Lent

As the days begin to lengthen, the church starts to look forward towards Holy 

Week and Easter. This has been for centuries a season of contemplation and 

preparation for what is to come, when Christians examine themselves and take 

time to study and pray, that their faith may be increased and their lives be 

purified. They also give up something as a mark of Jesus' forty days of fasting 

in the wilderness. The church puts on purple as the colour of penitence, and the 

services become more solemn. The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday, when 

there is a special evening service of Eucharist with Ashing, a reminder that we 

are but dust. For recommended reading during Lent a booklet is available.  Live 

Lent: Care for God's Creation. This is a Church of England publication; speak 

to Sarah if you would like a copy. 

St David's Day

This year, St David's day falls on a Sunday. We will again be hosting the Lord 

Mayor of Cardiff and the Mayoral Service for Wales. This will follow shortly 

after morning Eucharist, so will require a quick turnaround between the two 

services. We are pleased to welcome them back after their absence last year, 

when the service was held at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral.  



Page 5

Parish News ...

Work on the Tower

The work on the tower has now been 

completed. After five months the scaffolding 

came down, and we could see it once more. 

It certainly looks splendid after receiving 

tender care and attention. It has been cleaned 

and protective coatings applied, which make 

it look a slightly different colour from what 

it was before. In time these will mature. 

Some of the stonework was badly eroded and 

has been repaired or replaced with new stone, 

expertly carved to match the original. The 

ornate area around the statue of our patron 

John the Baptist has had a lot of attention, 

and the memorial plaque giving the dates of 

building and restoration has been re-formed 

from new stone, and is legible again. Some 

of the stone tracery has been replaced. The 

work was completed on time and on budget, 

and we are pleased with the result. It is hoped 

that will remain in good condition for many 

years to come. 
The Tower after Restoration 

Thefts from the Church.

In October the church was broken into overnight, by entry through a small 

opening window. The thieves broke into the vestry and tipped out every box and 

cupboard, looking most probably for money. They also broke into the collecting 

box on the candle-stand and took the cash from there. As well as the mess, they 

also caused some damage to the window and some doors while breaking 

through. In January the same thing happened again, this time through a different 

window, and again cash and a few items were taken, and doors and a window 

were damaged. The door damage we have managed to repair ourselves, thanks 

to the skills of Robert and Philip, but the windows need specialist work. Thanks 

also to everyone who helped to clear up the mess and get all the papers, books 

and other items back to their proper places, not a small task. We are taking 

advice on how to improve security in the dark area behind the vestry. 
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Parish News ...

Charitable Status

St John's Church by virtue of being a place of public worship is legally a charity. 

The charitable status is not of the church itself, which is a building, nor of the 

parish, which is an area of land, but vests in the PCC which is the controlling 

body. This has always been the case for Anglican churches in Wales since 

disestablishment in 1920. However, it has not been on the Register of Charities 

overseen by the Charity Commission because it has been what is called an 

Excepted Charity, removing the obligation to register. Recently the Charity 

Commission have become more restrictive over what can be an Excepted 

Charity, and next year parishes will be required to register. There is also an 

upper limit of income for exception to apply, and in 2018 we slightly topped the 

limit and were told we had to register. The application process is long and 

complex, and using guidelines and advice from both the Church in Wales and 

the Church of England, we have been working on this for much of last year. Our 

application was finally ready just before the end of the year. Having been told 

we might have to wait for several weeks while it was processed, in fact it was 

accepted promptly without any query. So under our Parochial Church Council, 

the City Parish of St John the Baptist is now officially a Registered Charity, No. 

1187259. This makes little difference to our church on a day-to-day basis, but 

we will now have to submit annual accounts to the Charity Commission. Thanks 

are due to Andrew Wilcock and Richard Hall for all their work on this. 

Heating Problems

As reported in the last magazine, having had a new boiler installed in the 

summer, we were looking forward to a nice warm church for the winter. It 

wasn't to be, because when we came to switch it on, it didn't work, due to a leak 

in the older pipework causing it to lose pressure. It proved very difficult to find 

the leak, and then to repair it in an underground duct. It was done just in time 

before the weather got really cold, and the system is now working and keeping 

us warm. We do have to continue to keep an eye on it to watch for any other 

trouble. The repair was also very expensive, a cost we were not expecting.  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

The 18th-25th January was the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. In this week 

churches of different denominations come together to pray that the differences 

in their beliefs may not be a hindrance to their worshipping of the One God. The 

central Cardiff churches gathered together for a common act of worship on 

Thursday 23rd January in St David's Metropolitan Cathedral in Charles Street. 
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... Parish News

Lorna Hanney

Good News. Lorna came to us initially for 12 months until June 2020. Bishop 

June has now agreed for Lorna to stay with us for another 12 months, so Lorna 

should now be with us until the summer of 2021. Lorna says, "I am delighted 

that Bishop June has decided that I can remain at St Johns probably until 

summer 2021.  I am so enjoying getting to know all the people that make up the 

St John's community and am excited by all the new things that we may be able 

to do together in the coming year.  - love and God bless - Lorna" 

Reading of Lessons and Intercessions. 

Regular worshippers will have noticed new faces at the lectern, reading the 

lessons and leading intercessions. Towards the end of last year, an invitation 

was put out for anyone who was interested in doing either of these important 

things in the service to put themselves forward. A number of people responded, 

and a training day was organised, and so the reading rota has grown. This is very 

satisfactory, and to be encouraged. If anyone else would like to join in these 

activities, please speak to Revd. Sarah. Anyone is welcome, and guidance will 

be given. 

Easter Vestry

The Easter Vestry meeting, which is the Annual General Meeting, will take 

place after morning service on Low Sunday (Sunday after Easter) 19th April. 

This an open meeting for all the congregation and you are invited, indeed 

encouraged, to attend. At this meeting the annual report of the church is 

presented, with a review as to how we are doing, and church officers and 

members of the PCC are elected for the year. To be eligible to vote, you must 

be on the electoral roll of the parish. This is being re-complied at the moment, 

so if you think of St John’s as your church, and haven't filled in a form already, 

please ask a churchwarden for the form to fill in to join or remain on the roll. 

HOLY BAPTISM

We welcome into Christ’s family a child of God who received Holy 
Baptism at St John’s. 

On Sunday 26th January 2020,    Maya Rose Birkett

May God’s Grace rest on her and her family
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2020 is an important year for the Church in Wales as we're celebrating our 

centenary.

100 years ago, in 1920, the Church in Wales became an independent part of 

the Anglican Communion after centuries of being part of the Church of 

England. The process was known as 'disestablishment' as it broke the link 

between Welsh churches and the state with the historic Welsh Church Act.

Archbishop John Davies writes; 

We will be celebrating this landmark birthday throughout the year in churches 

and communities across Wales, and I invite everyone to join in giving thanks 

and praise for the fellowship we have shared over the years and, at the same 

time committing to a future renewed with hope and confidence.

The Church's 100th birthday is being celebrated in a host of different ways. 

From a song by a rap artist and a digital campaign to a new choral work and 

celebration services. An eye-catching highlight will be a modern Bible rap by 

double MOBO award-winning Christian musician Guvna B as part of a social 

media campaign.

All six of the church's cathedrals will be holding a celebration service at the 

same time, on June 7, and it will feature a specially commissioned work of 

choral music by Welsh composer Paul Mealor. Unusually, the service - the 

liturgy - was written initially in Welsh and then translated into English, allowing 

elements of the Welsh poetic tradition to be weaved in. 

There will be a tour of Wales by the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, 

who will attend the meeting of the Church in Wales' Governing Body in 

Llandudno in April. He will also visit a new diocesan venture, Hope Street, in 

Wrexham, make a pilgrimage to the shrine of St David at St Davids Cathedral 

and see a church-run family centre - Faith in Families - in action at Swansea.

A Centenary Appeal has been launched which aims to raise £100,000 for two 

charities - one at home, Housing Justice Cymru, and one overseas, Christian 

Aid. Housing Justice Cymru will work with churches to develop night shelters 

for homeless people in the winter months, while Christian Aid will support the 

peace-building work of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

2020 Year of Pilgrimage
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The Church in Wales is celebrating the 100 years since its foundation with a 

specially themed year of faith, spirituality and community. Join us as we 

embark on a Year of Pilgrimage and discover how faith makes a difference to 

our communities.

Each parish in the Llandaff diocese has been given a Pilgrim Candle to light 

during the year. Our own parish candle, pictured on the front cover, is being 

taken home each Sunday for a week by one of our worshippers to be used each 

day as a prayer candle. The candle is a symbol of the light of Christ that will 

accompany us as we journey with all faithful people in this diocese through our 

year of pilgrimage. A pilgrimage is a journey in which we are asking God to 

show us our life, our home, our place, in a new light.

Whether church has always played an important part in your life or you are at 

the beginning of your faith journey, our Year of Pilgrimage can help you further 

explore your spirituality. Take part in a local pilgrimage or join us for worship 

and celebration - it's up to you. However you wish to encounter God, we'll be 

with you every step of the way. 

Diocesan resources and information for the 2020 Year of Pilgrimage can be 

found on their website at:

https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/llandaff2020/

and for the Church in Wales at:

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/our-campaigns/centenary/

... 2020 Year of Pilgrimage
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2020 Series of Organ Concerts

The 2020 series of Friday lunchtime organ concerts is already under way. 
These are held on the second Friday of each month, starting at 1.15pm and 
lasting about half an hour. Admission is free and there is a retiring collection 
to help support the series. The full programme for 2020 is as follows. (Note, 
the April concert is on the third Friday to avoid Holy Week.) 
January 10th       - SARAH BALDOCK ( The Cheltenham Ladies College ) 
February 14th     - MEIRION WYNN JONES ( Carmarthen )
March 13th         - RELF CLARK ( Didcot ) 
April 17th           - JEFFREY HOWARD ( St John's College, Cardiff )
May 8th              - ANDREW KIRK ( St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol ) 
June 12th           - ELIN REES ( Bury Parish Church, Lancashire )
July 10th            - HUW TREGELLES WILLIAMS ( Swansea ) 
August 14th        - RICHARD WALKER ( St Chad's, Shrewsbury )
September 11th - EMMA GIBBINS ( Newport Cathderal ) 
October 9th       - THOMAS TROTTER ( International Organ Virtuoso )
November 13th  - PHILIP THOMAS ( St John's Church, Cardiff )

The Father Willis Organ in the city centre church of St John the Baptist Cardiff 
was installed in September 1894. To mark the installation of the new organ, 
a Service of Dedication and the Grand Opening Concert took place on 
Thursday 18th October 1894. The St John's Father Willis Organ is now a rare 
surviving example by this illustrious Victorian Organ Builder. It retains all its 
playing action, working parts and pipe-work in original condition and 
benefitted from a complete historic conservation/restoration in 2005.
In October 2019 two special events were arranged to mark the instrument's 
125th Anniversary. The first was a Celebrity Organ Concert played by the 
International Virtuoso, Birmingham City Organist Thomas Trotter on Friday 
11th October. A plaque was unveiled before the concert commemorating the 
Organ. A specially commissioned 48 page colour Booklet was also Launched, 
containing details about the Willis Instrument and other related historical 
facts and information dating back to the 1720s.
The second event took place at 10am on Sunday 20th October, when the 
Organ was Blessed and re-Dedicated by Canon Sarah Jones during the Sung 
Service of Holy Communion. Copies of the Booklet, which includes 29 
photographs, will be on sale Price £5 at all the Lunchtime Organ Concerts in 
St John's church, and after the 10am Sunday Service.
The Booklet can also be ordered by Email and sent through the Post. The 
price is £6.60, which includes postage & packaging. For information on how 
to order your copy, please Email your enquiry/request to:- 
fatherwillis.stjohns.cardiff@gmail.com
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Chamber Music Concerts

Running alongside the popular lunchtime organ concerts, the church has 
teamed up with students from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama 
to hold a series of lunchtime chamber music concerts. These will be held on 
the third Friday of each month, a week after the organ concerts, starting at 
1.15 pm, and as with the organ concerts, entry will be free, with a retiring 
collection at the end to cover the costs. The first concerts have already taken 
place and the series continues until May. It is hoped they will re-start in the 
autumn when the students return from their vacation. The programme is: 

Fri 17th Jan    Adastri Trio
Fri 21st Feb    Lunar Quartet
Fri 20th March  Millennium Brass
Fri 24th April   Pneuma Quintet
Fri 15th May    Adastri Trio

The Adastri Trio in St John’s

The book by Dr. Relf Clark 

giving the history of the organs 

of St John’s church
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You and Them

Tower News 

In the last edition of the Journal the report from the tower started: "By the time 

you read this we hope to be back at St John's again". As you probably have 

noticed this has indeed been the case. Most appropriately we were back in time 

to ring for services on Advent Sunday. Since then we have successfully resumed 

our former pattern of Sunday service ringing and Thursday practices.  The one 

thing missing is the presence of Bob, but as you will see from below he is still 

keeping a close eye on us from a distance. We wish him a speedy recovery and 

hope to see him in the tower as soon as possible. 

Evan Chapman

 "As some of you may know, I'm out of action for a while to avoid picking up 

any infection while I'm on chemotherapy and my immune system is weakened. 

Despite my absence I gather 8 bells have been rung for service on most Sundays, 

thanks not just to support from our own band but also regular visitors and a 

couple of student ringers who have become regulars since ringing recommenced.

As usual in January, the local ringing association held its monthly advanced 

8-bell practice at St John's. Mary tells me it was a well-attended and enjoyable 

evening.

Many thanks indeed to Evan, who is looking after things while I'm away,  

Thanks also to the rest of our band and everyone else for their continued support."

Bob Hardy

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies.

Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you.

Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight.

Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous.

Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow.

Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough.

Give the world the best you've got anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God.  It was never between 

you and them anyway.

- Mother Teresa -
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Poetry Spot

The Prodigal Son

I peer at Rembrandt's biblical painting: 

the prodigal son has returned penniless 

and in rags, one sandal off exposing a bloody foot.

With arms folded his father places 

abnormally large hands on the son's back, 

a poignant gesture of adoration 

to his elder brother's frustration. 

The son's head is buried in his father's chest 

with the cloaks of the father and eldest son 

in red to highlight their central role 

whilst peripheral figures are vague as ghosts. 

Rembrandt immerses me in the parable, 

I imagine viewing his son appear 

for the first time in many a year,

father as God, love conquering all. 

When painting this scene Rembrandt 

would have recalled losses of his own: 

his sons and beloved wife 

with his life too ebbing away. 

It truly is a classic work of art 

bringing a tear to my soul...and my heart. 

GUY FLETCHER
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Wed.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Sarah Jones, 
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 4956

Assistant Curate 
   Revd. Lorna Hanney   

Church Wardens
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519
   Ruth Livingstone (029) 2045 4743

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Mon:Tue:Wed:Fri.)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm  Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm   Contemplation
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Website: http://www.stjohnscardiff.wales

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
February

Sun 23rd Sunday before Lent - Transfiguration Sunday

Tue 25th Shrove Tuesday 

Wed 26th ASH WEDNESDAY - Eucharist with Ashing  12.30 &7.00 pm

Fri 28th  Swedish Lutheran Church  2.15pm

March

Sun 1st  First Sun. in Lent  ST DAVID  Mayoral Service 12.15 pm. 

Tue 3rd  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Sun 8th Second Sunday in Lent 
Wed 11th PCC Meeting 7.00pm at vicarage. 

Fri 13th  Organ Concert  Relf Clark 1.15pm

Sun 15th Third  Sunday in Lent.  

Tue 17th ST PATRICK Patron of Ireland 

Thu 19th ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH

Fri 20th  RWCMD Chamber Concert Millennium Brass 1.15pm

Sun 22nd Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday 

Wed 25th THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD

Sun 29th Fifth Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday (BST Begins)

April

Sun 5th Sixth Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday - Holy Week 
 Eucharist with Blessing of Palms  10.00am

Tue 7th  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Mon 6th Monday in Holy Week     }  

Tue 7th Tuesday in Holy Week    }  Refer to church notices. 

Wed 8th Wednesday in Holy Week}  

Thu 9th MAUNDY THURSDAY - Eucharist 12.30pm

Eucharist of the Last Supper 7pm 

Fri 10th GOOD FRIDAY The Three Hours Commemoration of 

our Lord’s Passion 12.00-3.00pm

Sat 11th EASTER EVE - Vigil and First Eucharist 8.00pm

Sun 12th EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Fri 17th  Organ Concert  Jeffrey Howard 1.15pm

Sun 19th Second Sunday of Easter - Low Sunday  

Easter Vestry after morning service 
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Tayo Sanwo

PCC Member

Rev Lorna Hanney

Assistant Curate

Ciaran Caple-Williams

PCC Member

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 14

2020 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

Friday 13th March 

RELF CLARK - Didcot
Friday 17th April

JEFFREY HOWARD - St John’s College, Cardiff
All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

LENT AND EASTER
Ash Wednesday, 26th Feb. 12.30pm & 7.00pm Eucharist with Ashes, 

Palm Sunday, 5th April - 10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, 9th April 12.30pm & 7.00 pm Holy Eucharist. 

Good Friday, 10th Apr. - 12-3pm, Commemoration of the Passion

Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 11th Apr. - 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 12th April - 10am, Easter Festal Eucharist

CHAMBER MUSIC AT ST JOHN’S
Recitals by members of the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama 

Friday 20tth March  1.15pm   Millemmium Brass

Friday 24th April 1.15pm  Pneuma Quintet

Free entry with retiring collection.


