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EDITORIAL

The old hymn goes, “The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her 
Lord.” This is the sure foundation, but it needs builders to build and 

maintain its walls. Our forebears built the fine building we use today, but it 
needs continuous work to keep it in good condition and fit for its purpose 
as a place of worship. We see the scaffolding around our tower, and the 
workmen going about their job. But the church is not just a building, it is 
the worshipping community, and like the building, needs constant work to 
maintain its structure and grow it in the service of God. Each one of us can 
contribute to this in our own way. We have a good ‘foreman’ in the person 
of Sarah our Priest, as she comes to the first anniversary of her appointment 
with us. We congratulate her on being appointed as a Canon of the Greater 
Chapter of Llandaff, and pray that her continued ministry with us will prosper.

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Advent 2019. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 12th Nov.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Welcome to the latest issue of the St John’s Journal. 

I can’t believe that I have been at St John’s for almost a year now. The 

months have flown by! I am aware that I still have a lot to learn about St 

John’s and about Cardiff and many other things but I am gradually 

understanding our parish and Cardiff. However, what was obvious 

from my first week here is still obvious to me every week; and that is 

how much people at St John’s care about each other and how well they 

treat each other. It is a real sign of God’s presence and it is a real gift to 

each other. It’s beautiful. In the Letter to the Galatians, St Paul writes ‘the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.’ (Gal 5. 22 - 23). Indeed it is. Let’s keep this care 

and love going strong. 

We are delighted to welcome Emma to our community at St John’s. 

Emma begins training for ordained ministry this September at St 

Padarn’s at Llandaff. Every ordinand has a placement for 2 days a week 

during their training and we are delighted to welcome Emma and her 

family to St John’s. I am hoping that Emma can write an article for the 

next issue of St John’s Journal and of course we’ll be getting to know her 

on Sundays as well. 

Over the last few months we have been building up our Social Media 

presence. We have a church website which gives information about our 

Community in St John’s and we have a Facebook page and a Twitter 

page which get updated with news and comments several times a week. 

We try to keep them interesting! If you haven’t seen them or don’t visit 

them regularly it might be worth having a look. The easiest way would 

be to visit our website which is at www.stjohnscardiff.wales and then 

click on the ‘Social Media’ heading. This will take you to a page where 

you can click to visit our Facebook and Twitter pages.
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: R Hall)
The picture shows our 15th century tower shrouded in scaffolding. The 
mediaeval stone does not take kindly to modern pollution, and requires 
regular work to keep it in good order. 

We are beginning to develop an e mail mailing list. This started with 

people who are not regular worshippers but who wanted to be kept in 

touch with the news of St John’s. We usually send it out on Saturday 

afternoon and it carries some details about what we will be doing in 

church on Sunday. I’d like to include regular attenders at St John’s in this 

e mail as it is another way of building up our community. I’m currently 

thinking that we might mail it out to everyone a few times so you can see 

it and then you can opt out of the mailing if you want to. Stand by for 

updates on this!

In June we gave out a handout giving people an opportunity to 

volunteer to be part of many activities in St John’s. Some of these 

possibilities were Welcoming people to St John’s in church during the week; 

Singing in the choir, Reading the lessons in a service from time to time, Serving 

at the Altar, Arranging flowers, Writing and Reading Intercessions, Working 

at the Café@StJohns, Opening/Closing St John’s and Helping to keep St John’s 

clean.

We decided to wait until the summer holidays had passed before we 

scheduled the Training/Information Sessions about these things. We are 

just about to start them. So if you have volunteered, we haven’t forgotten 

about you! We’ll be in touch very soon.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the St John’s Journal and I look forward to 

what we shall do together.

Sarah

Priest in Charge

... From the Vicar
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Pride Cymru 2019

On Saturday 7th September the Annual Cardiff Pride parade took place. This is 

a celebration of diversity among the various communities of Cardiff in terms of 

gender identity and other characteristics. The procession through the city centre 

went right past St John's church, and was the occasion for the church to show its 

inclusivity for people of all colours, creeds and persuasions. Our Priest-in-

Charge Sarah took part in the procession, together with a number of our 

congregation and other Cardiff churches, carrying the diocesan banner to dem-

onstrate support for the community. Others set up a stall just outside the east end 

of the church to give out cards of invitation to our church to all passers-by. Our 

Lord was ready to welcome all who came to him, and as his church we need to 

do the same. At St John's we are fortunate to have a diverse congregation in all 

ways, and one that worships and works together in harmony, and is ready to 

welcome all who turn to Christ, no matter who they are. 

Parish News

The Pride Parade passes the church. St John’s people join in the march 

Emma Ackland

This autumn our team is joined by a student 

placement, Emma Ackland, as part of her 

training for ordination. We welcome her to 

our church and hope she will find her time 

with us both enjoyable and helpful in develop-

ing her vocation. She will be with us until the 

spring. 
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The Tower

No-one coming to the church can fail to have noticed that the tower is covered 

with scaffolding. This is to allow work to be done to the surfaces of the 

stonework to make them secure. This follows from some fragments which fell 

down a year or so ago. Quite a lot of work is required, highly skilled and 

expensive work. At this stage much of the work is preparation and measurement 

and ordering of stone, which is done off site, so it is difficult to judge progress, 

but so far it seems to be on time and on budget. 

While the work is proceeding, hoardings have been put around the base of the 

tower. We have taken advantage of the blank space to put up posters showing 

various aspects of the life of the church, so the people on the outside can see 

what goes on inside. Many people may think it is just an old building, but need 

to see that inside it is a living, active community. 

Sarah on Air.

Our Priest-in Charge, Revd. Sarah Jones, was interviewed on Radio Wales in 

the programme "All Things Considered" by Roy Jenkins, long time broadcaster 

on religious matters. In the programme she talked candidly about her early life, 

and the difficulties she faced in coming to terms with herself. Although from a 

young age she was interested in religion and the Christian faith, it was only later 

that she came to realise that she was called by God to enter the priesthood. This 

was a decision that presented certain difficulties at the time, but she received 

ordination into the Anglican church and became able to spread God's message 

and to serve Him in the role of Parish Priest. The programme, recorded earlier, 

was broadcast on the morning of Sunday 8th September, and will be available 

on BBC Sounds for a couple of weeks. 

Parish News ...

The picture shows in detail 

the poor state of repair of 

parts of the tower tracery.
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Friends of St John's Church

By the time you read this, the Friends of the church will have held their Annual 

General Meeting, on 22nd September after morning service. The Friends is a 

registered charity which supports the upkeep of our historic church building, its 

furnishings, and churchyard. It also communicates the life of the church to a 

wider circle of members than the regular Sunday congregation. Later this year 

it will be holding its annual autumn luncheon, at the New House Hotel, Thorn-

hill, on Sunday 17th November. This is an occasion when its members can meet 

together in relaxing surroundings. New members are always welcome, and if 

you are not already a member you can find details about it on the leaflets in the 

church. 

Cards for Good Causes

Cards for Good Causes will be setting up stall in the north aisle again this year. 

The shop will be open from Friday 18th October until Tuesday 17th December. 

They will be selling cards on behalf of many different charities, together with 

other seasonal goods. As a church we are pleased to be able to allow them space 

in the city centre to earn money for the benefit of the many good causes they 

support. 

Parish News ...

Cardiff Half Marathon

The annual Cardiff Half Marathon takes place on Sunday 6th October. As in 

previous years, the starting line is not far from the church, with the course taking 

a route around much of the city. This means that access to the church for 

morning service will be difficult, with roads closed, buses diverted, and even 

problems for pedestrians to avoid the runners. Upwards of 20,000 runners are 

expected to take part, most of them raising money for charities and good causes. 

There will be a leading group of elite runners, as well as a wheelchair section. 
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Music at St John's 

Some musical events are coming up in the church this autumn. As well as the 

lunchtime organ concerts, details given elsewhere, the church will be hosting 

some choirs. St John’s has good acoustics and is well suited to this sort of event.

On Monday October 14th in the evening the Cardiff Arms Park male choir will 

be in the church for a - joint concert with Sonat Vox - a professional German a 

capella ensemble. Sonat Vox was founded in 2015 and has quickly become one 

of the Germany's leading men's choirs. All members of Sonat Vox are former 

choirboys of the famous, Windsbach Boys Choir, where they trained and 

performed together for many years. The ensemble's repertoire ranges from 

Renaissance and Baroque to Romantic and Contemporary. Their visit is part of 

a UK tour including the cathedrals in Edinburgh, Durham, Carlisle and Ely. 

On Saturday October 26th in the evening there is a Grand Concert with CF1 

Choir, Bro Aled Male Voice Choir and baritone Steffan Lloyd Owen. CF1 is 

one of Wales' most successful choirs, having won many first prizes in the Urdd 

Eisteddfod and the National Eisteddfod of Wales. Cor Meibion Bro Aled is a 

Welsh male voice choir based in the rural village of Llansannan in the heart of 

North Wales. Formed in 1976, the Choir has entertained audiences locally and 

nationally in concerts, eisteddfodau and weddings.

... Parish News

Marriage Blessing

On Friday 6th September, Brian Gardiner and Christabel Weller had their 

marriage blessed at St John's. Brian and Christabel had married in a quiet 

ceremony earlier this year but they wanted to have a service in church to restate 

their vows and to receive God's blessing. Brian is a talented artist and has been 

a regular worshipper at St John's for many years, whilst  Christabel is a regular 

at St Edward's in Roath on Sundays. 

We were delighted for Rev'd Sarah to conduct the service at St John's and to 

welcome their friends and family and members of St John's, St Edwards and 

other churches from Cardiff. The choir from St Edwards sang an acapella 

Gospel Song and Vanessa sang John Rutter's anthem 'The Lord Bless You and 

Keep You'. Our organist Philip played the organ for the service.  Around 130 

people came to the service and there was a lovely atmosphere in church.

 Members of our congregation organised the Reception inside St John's and 

provided excellent refreshments. Brian and Christabel were both very pleased 

with the day. We wish them every happiness in their future life together.
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Tower News 

Well, the news is really from other towers at the moment!  With quite a few folk 

away we did decide in the end to have a recess in August.  However a number 

of us were able to go to Radyr on the last Thursday of that month and by kind 

invitation of Julian Parker we visited Sully on September 5th to join with the 

ringers of Porthkerry and Penmark.  This was a useful practice and afterwards 

we spent a convivial half hour or so in the reopened pub next the church, now 

tastefully decorated in a very contemporary style and renamed The Boat Inn.   

For the rest of September we are planning visits to the pub (!), to Radyr (again) 

and Llanishen.  October is not yet sorted and I'm waiting to be given a date when 

we can go to Whitchurch before attempting to fix anything else.

I remarked last time on the number of languages we could have coped with at 

our tower open day in June, and said that Welsh was not one of them.  Well, I 

was wrong and have to apologise to Isabela who, though Czech, apparently 

teaches in a Welsh medium school and is fluent in the language.   We live and 

learn!

I've been made aware of one ringing student coming to Cardiff this Autumn but 

so far have had no contact.  Luckily there is a web page for ringing students 

starting at a university and I've arranged for my contact details to be given there 

as the Cardiff Student society is currently out of action.

Bob Hardy

This ChurchThis ChurchThis ChurchThis Church

May the doors of this church be wide enough to receive all who 
come seeking God and fellowship.

May the doors of this church be narrow enough to shut out 
pettiness and pride, envy and enmity.

May the threshold of this church be no stumbling block to young 
or frail feet.

May the threshold of this church be too high to admit 
complacency and self-seeking.

May this church be, for all who enter, a safe place and the 
doorway to a richer life in Christ.
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It is sad to report the passing of Mrs. Marjorie Cox. She was a regular 

worshipper at St John's for very many years, and a mainstay of the choir. 

Her life was anchored in love: people, places, music, nature, and teaching. 

Born in Canton in 1932 she lived almost all her life in Cardiff, spending 

only a brief time in Bristol as a young woman while training to be a 

teacher, but soon returning to her roots. She obtained a teaching job in 

Hywel Dda Primary School in Ely, and remained there until she retired in 

1990. She loved the children, and they loved her, although sometimes she 

could seem a bit strict and scary. 

She attended Fairwater Presbyterian Church 

where she met Stan and fell in love with him at a 

young age. Later they married and they lived 

together in Llanishen and Penarth, but they 

separated in 1969, at which time she came back 

to Ely where she lived near her school for over 

half her life. They had no children, but Marjorie 

took care of her goddaughter Sue Roach and they 

became very close. 

There was a good deal of hardship in her life but 

she found happiness and contentment in other 

areas. She left Fairwater Presbyterian church and 

joined St John's church, getting confirmed in 

1975. Being a good contralto she was soon in the choir, where she sang 

with great regularity until in her old age she could 

no longer come to church. 

She was a good pianist and also played the organ 

occasionally to assist Gareth and later Philip. She 

had a strong Christian belief, made manifest in her 

love of music and nature. She took great pleasure in 

a simple life. Totally unmaterialistic, except that she 

loved a good pen. She had beautiful handwriting, 

and was skilled at calligraphy. She loved nature, and 

would take great delight in the humblest of plants, 

and enjoyed being out and about in the countryside, 

especially in Wales, which she loved. 

Marjorie enjoyed her retirement and continued to 

be active for many years, but eventually age caught 

Marjorie Cox 

Marjorie from her time 

at St John’s 

Floral tribute from 

former pupil 

Michael Barratt 

aka. Shakin’ Stevens 
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On 17th July the Rev Dan Tyndall addressed the Cytun and the Bay group to 

discuss how churches can better engage with their communities and to reflect 

on the HeartEdge project. The Revd Tyndall is the vicar of St Mary, Radcliffe 

in Bristol. St Mary’s is situated in one of the most diverse parts of the city, with 

its accompanying opportunities and challenges. 

He began by outlining various models of Christian giving throughout the 

church’s history and explained that these models have run their course. 

He then introduced the HeartEdge model. 

This is based on the four Cs: Congregation, Culture, Commerce and 

Compassion. He described Congregation as reimagining liturgy, worship and 

community. Culture focuses on art, music, faith of culture, crossover outreach 

and stories of Christian faith. Commerce looks at generating finance and 

extending and enhancing mission and ministry through social enterprise.

Compassion addresses social needs, models of outreach and ways of addressing 

social injustice. HeartEdge is a project initiated by Revd Dr Sam Wells vicar of 

St Martin-in-the-Fields for churches working at the heart of culture, community 

and commerce with those at the margins and on the edge. It focuses on building 

‘recognisable communities of hope, distinctive communities, faithful disciples, 

humble institutions, gentle institutions, penitent communities and thriving 

churches’ and it is based on the command of Jesus to ‘follow me’. 

The Rev Tyndall told us that, through becoming members of HeartEdge, 

churches and individuals could work together transforming lives, working the 

way of Jesus and helping people meet needs. 

HeartEdge Project

... Marjorie Cox

up with her, and she could no longer manage to 

live on her own. She moved to the Manor House 

care home in St Hilary near Cowbridge where 

over time her mind and abilities deteriorated 

and she finally passed away at the age of 87. She 

had outlived her two sisters Rosemary and 

Dorothy and her husband Stan. 

The older worshippers at St John's remember 

her with great affection and greatly value the 

service and support she gave to the church 

during her time with us. She is much missed, but 

with the assurance that she is now with the Lord 

that she loved.  
Marjorie at the Manor 

House Care Home
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St John’s  Organ                   By Philip Thomas

An update of the events celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the Organ

The pipe organ for St John’s, was made in London by the famous Victorian 
Organ Builders, Henry Willis & Sons.  The Service of Dedication of the new 

Organ and the Grand Opening Concert took place on Thursday 17th October 

1894. This year we celebrate the organ’s 125th Anniversary.

Since my article in the Summer Edition of the City Parish Journal, two of the 
four Anniversary events have taken place. 

The Saturday afternoon Organ Concert on 7th September played by Gerard 

Brooks, President of the Royal College of Organists, was indeed a wonderful 

concert judging by the prolonged applause from a delighted and enthusiastic 

audience.

This was followed on Saturday 21st September, with four short informal 

demonstrations that I played on the organ as part of the Heritage OPEN DOORS 

Event held in St John’s.

The other two Anniversary Celebrations will take place in October.

On Sunday 20th October, at Rev Sarah’s suggestion, the Organ will be 
re-dedicated during the main Sung Service at 10am.

Nine days before that, at 1.15pm on Friday 11th October, International 

Virtuoso Thomas Trotter returns to St John’s to play his annual concert.

This year’s concert by Thomas Trotter will mark the 125th Anniversary of 
the Organ. Immediately before the start of the concert, former Lord Lieutenant, 

Captain Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards, who is President of The Friends of St 

John’s Church, will unveil a Plaque recording the 1894 Installation and the 
2005 Restoration.

The concert will be followed by the official Launch of the specially commis-
sioned 125th Anniversary commemorative Booklet. The 48-page colour 

booklet entitled “The Organs and Organists of the Church of St John the 
Baptist, Cardiff” will be available to buy after the concert price £5.
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SEPTEMBER SUN

Today is a fine time to breathe: 

menacing slate-grey clouds 

have vanished like a spirit, 

dreary rain just a memory. 

The sun rises in an empty sky, 

air cool on this bright glorious morn 

and for now I feel blessed to have been born

early on this September Sunday 

people still slumbering perhaps 

sleeping away the effects of the night before. 

I stare at the silver birch, shadows 

of leaves dancing on its bark. 

Moments such as these are beyond price 

surely a glimpse...into paradise.

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Wed.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Sarah Jones, 
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 4956

Deacon 
   Revd. Lorna Hanney  

Church Wardens
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519
   Ruth Livingstone (029) 2045 4743

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
  6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Mon:Tue:Wed:Fri.)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Website: http://www.stjohnscardiff.wales

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
September

Sun 22nd 14th after Trinity   Friends Annual Festival & AGM. 10am

Sun 29th 15th after Trinity  ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Harvest Thanksgiving and Harvest Lunch

Inauguration of Rev. Sarah as Canon 3pm at Llandaff Cath. 

October

Tue 1st  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Sun 6th 16th after Trinity  (Cardiff Half-Marathon)

Fri 11th Celebrity Organ Concert Thomas Trotter 1.15pm

Sat 12th Livery Guild Service 6pm. 

Sun 13th 17th after Trinity 

Mon 14th Cardiff Arms Park Male Choir concert 7.00 pm 

Fri 18th ST LUKE  

Cards for Good Causes opens (Closes 17th Dec.)

Sun 20th 18th after Trinity 

Sat 26th Grand Concert with CorCF1 & Bro Aled Choirs 7.00 pm 

Sun 27th Last after Trinity - Bible Sunday

Mon 28th SS SIMON AND JUDE

November

Fri 1st  ALL SAINTS

Sat 2nd  ALL SOULS 

Dedication of Garden of Remembrance in Churchyard 11.30 am

Sun 3rd First of the Kingdom

Tue 5th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Fri 8th  SAINTS OF WALES - Organ Concert Philip Thomas 1.15pm

Sun 10th 2nd of the Kingdom  Remembrance Sunday

Sun 18th 3rd of the Kingdom

Sun 24th 4th of the Kingdom: Christ the King - Sunday Before Advent

Sat 30th ST ANDREW 

December

Sun 1st  ADVENT SUNDAY
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Alwena John

Welcomer

Philip Thomas

Organist

Vanessa Hall

Choir Director

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 14

2019 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 11th October 

THOMAS TROTTER - Celebrity Recital

This concert celebrates the 125th anniversary of the inauguration of the 

organ in October 1894. To mark the occasion it is the official launch of a 

newly written illustrated booklet about the history of St John’s organs. 

Friday 8th November

PHILIP THOMAS - Cardiff St John’s

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

CHORAL MUSIC AT ST JOHN’S
Listen to concerts by local and overseas performers

Monday 14th October - Cardiff Arms Park Male Choir 7.00pm 

with German choir Sonat Vox

Saturday 26th October - Grand Choral Concert 7.00pm

with CorCF1, Bro Aled Male Choir, and baritone Steffan Lloyd Owen.


