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EDITORIAL

First of all, St John’s offers the warmest of welcomes to our new Priest in 
Charge, Revd. Sarah Jones. We pray that she will have a long and fruitful 

ministry in our church and parish. It is quite a special ministry as the central 
church in the capital city of Wales. May God grant her the vision and insight 
to serve His purpose well in her new appointment. Sarah starts at the busiest 
time of the year as we approach the Christmas season, with lots of extra 
services, many for outside organisations coming into our church. And that 
is greatly to be appreciated, as part of our work of bringing God to the people 
and the people to God. Another aspect is of linking with other faith 
communities in Cardiff, as you will read, other Christians through Cytun, and 
other Faiths through Interfaith activities. Our doors are open to all people, 
whether believers or not. It is the challenge we must take up. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Lent 2019. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 12th Feb.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear Sister and Brothers (and indeed now friends!),

This is my first article as Priest in Charge of The City Parish of St John 

The Baptist. Richard very kindly invited me to write an introduction 

about myself once I had been appointed and that was published in the 

previous edition of the magazine but this is the first since I have arrived.

I would like to thank you all so much for the wonderful welcome which 

you have given me. It has been a delight to come to St John's and to start 

to get to know so many of you. I do feel very blessed by God to be here 

with you. I'm also delighted to say that I feel so much part of St John's 

already.

The theme of welcoming is quite apposite for Advent and Christmas. 

During these weeks of Advent we gradually prepare ourselves to wel-

come Jesus into the world. We know that part of our welcoming Jesus is 

a memorial to what happened 2,000 years ago but part of our prepara-

tion must be to welcome Jesus into the world now, here in 2018 and in 

2019. To do this we must welcome Jesus into our own lives and into our 

own hearts.

This isn't easy. Jesus is not a good guest. Give him an inch and he'll take 

a mile. Do one thing and he'll ask you to do more. If we try to confine 

God to a box, more often than not God will break out of the box. And the 

thing is, we know deep down that God is right to ask us to go further in 

our discipleship.

And so Advent is a time which is useful. We can make ourselves ready 

for the Lord's coming over a period of time. It's much better to take it step 

by step and to enjoy the opportunity rather than to rush at the last 

minute. 

And so, how will you prepare for spiritually for Christmas? 



Page 4

COVER PICTURE  (Photo: R Hall)
Pictured after the Licensing, standing with our new Priest in Charge, 
Revd. Sarah Jones are The Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Cllr Dianne Rees with 
her consort, Bishop June Osborne, Archdeacon Peggy Jackson, and 
Area Dean Stewart Lisk. 

You may want to join with some of the things which already go on in St 

John's. The Monday discussion group has enjoyed looking at different 

types of literature in the bible and different translations of passages. We 

are soon to decide what to do in the weeks ahead but the group will 

certainly be running in Advent. There are two Christian Mindfulness 

Groups on Tuesdays; one at 12.45pm and one at 6pm.

There is a Eucharist at 12.30pm on Wednesdays and at 12 noon on 

Fridays. We are hoping to offer an Advent course as well.

You can do some things on your own. If you currently don't set aside 

some time to pray each day you can try to do that. What time would 

work best for you? Morning? Evening? Afternoon? It's surprising but 

just booking a time to pray each day can enrich our spiritual lives so 

much. Or maybe you'd like to run a Reverse Advent Calendar? The idea 

is that you put one item a day into a box and the week before Christmas 

you take it to the Foodbank. What a wonderful way to spread some love 

and joy.

I know from past experience that the better I keep Advent the more I 

enjoy Christmas.

Happy Advent (and when it comes) Happy Christmas!

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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New Priest-in-Charge

We extend a warm welcome to St John's for our new Priest-in-Charge, 

Revd. Sarah Jones, who was licensed to office on 18th October. A full church 

was there to support her as she took up her new appointment, her first in the 

Church in Wales. It included St John's worshippers, parishioners from her 

previous ministry in Ross-on-Wye, family and friends, clergy from the diocese, 

ministers of other local faith communities, and civic and community leaders of 

the City of Cardiff, including the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Cllr. Dianne Rees. 

The service of Celebration of a New Ministry began with the processions 

of the choir and robed clergy to the singing of the opening hymn, then the 

Bishop of Llandaff, Rt. Revd. June Osborne, offered words of welcome to all 

present. After prayers, the churchwardens presented the new priest to the bishop 

for licensing to the pastoral care of the parish. Readings from the Bible were 

followed by the sermon by the bishop, in which she spoke of the calling and 

duties of a priest to the parish, and the support by the parish of the priest. The 

formal licensing then took place, with the Sarah taking the oath of obedience 

and Bishop June presenting the licence. Symbols of Ministry were then 

presented to the priest by parishioners, a stole for Ministry, water for Baptism, 

a Bible for the Word, a Chalice and Paten for Sacrament, and oil for Healing. 

Sarah, as the new priest was led to her stall, and words of welcome were said. 

After sharing the Peace, intercessions were 

said and another hymn was sung, during 

which there was a collection for the Bishop's 

Mission and General Fund. The service ended 

with the Blessing by the bishop, and the 

recessional hymn. 

After the service light refreshments 

were provided, including of course 

welshcakes, and there was plenty of 

opportunity for people to linger and talk to 

each other, and to meet Revd. Sarah more 

informally. Ross-on-Wye is not so far from 

Cardiff as to be a long journey to worry about 

being home late. It was a joyous occasion and 

we at St John's very much look forward to a 

long and prosperous ministry of our new 

priest in our parish, and in the community of 

Cardiff.  

Parish News

Revd. Sarah Jones
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All Saints

All Saints Day fell on a Thursday this year, and for various reasons it was not 

possible to arrange a special service on the day. So All Saints was celebrated in 

the morning service on the following Sunday, with special liturgy and prayers. 

It was also the First Sunday of the Kingdom, making it a particularly special 

day. On this day we celebrate and give thanks for the lives of all the saints of 

Christ's Kingdom. While many saints have their special feast days, there are 

many more that do not, and who, although not in the church calendar have led 

holy lives dedicated in service to God. It is these we bring to mind on this 

important feast day.  

Harvest

The service of Harvest Thanksgiving took place on 

Sunday 30th September. This is the time when we 

give thanks to our Lord for all the good gifts he has 

endowed us with. In return, we bring our offerings 

to his altar. This year we did not have a harvest 

luncheon after morning service, as has happened in 

the past. But our hearts were full of thanks and 

praise for God's goodness towards us. Our gifts of 

food were laid at the altar, perhaps not from our 

own fields, but more practically gifts more suited 

for distribution to organisations in Cardiff that help 

the less well off in our city. After the service they 

were distributed to where they could be usefully 

used.  

Parish News ...

Harvest Gifts at the Altar

Tuesday Fellowship

The Tuesday Group meets in the church on the first Tuesday of the month, in 

the afternoon. The meetings can be quite varied, with a speaker, discussion, or 

fellowship. Occasionally they venture out and meet elsewhere. For the next 

three months they will be having, 4th December, Christmas Meal, 8th January, 

meeting (moved from 1st Jan), 5th February a speaker, Anne Hayward. For 

more details ask Norma Thomas. New people are always welcome, whether 

regular or occasional.  
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Worshipful Livery Company

The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales attended at St John's for their annual 

Installation service on Saturday 20th October. This followed the appointment of 

their new master, Mr Geoff Hughes, at the City Hall, to which they returned for 

their annual dinner. It is always a colourful occasion, as they arrive in their 

ceremonial robes. This year the Company is celebrating its Silver Jubilee, 

having been founded as the Welsh Livery Guild, and latterly having received a 

Royal Charter. It has marked the year by launching its Silver Jubilee Fund which 

will help significantly in achieving its objects. The Fund will enable it to 

increase its Awards programme 

and thereby support more 

remarkable and deserving young 

people in Wales. Its objects 

include encouraging associated 

skills and professional activities 

in all aspects of the Arts, Science 

and Technology, particularly 

among young people. Award 

winners include the National 

Youth Orchestra of Wales, Airbus 

Apprentices and the Welsh 

Guards Mountain Bike Team, and 

well as individual talented 

performers in the arts and 

engineering.  

Parish News ...

Officers the Worshipful Livery Company 

assemble for their service

Christmas Crib

The Christmas Crib is installed again at the base of the tower, where it can be 

seen by passers-by, reminding them of the Christmas Story. This is provided in 

association with the City Council, who have supported it regularly as part of the 

festive decorations of the city. The coloured lights are now switched on, 

although with tightened budgets there was no ceremony with a celebrity this 

year, they were just switched on. With the fun of Christmas and the seasonal 

street market all around, St John's and its crib is a lasting sign of the real reason 

behind all the festivities. The Crib will be blessed by members of Cytun, in a 

short service on Saturday 1st December, at 1.45pm. 
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Parish News ...

Cards for Good Causes

We are pleased to welcome to our church once again the Cards for Good Causes. 

This is an organisation that sells cards on behalf of many charitable organisa-

tions, and sets up stalls in many churches, chapels and halls across Britain. 

Having it in our church, in the north aisle, benefits both them and us; them 

because our central location is easily accessible to the public, and us because it 

brings people into our church. The planned opening date was delayed by a 

couple of days, because they could not set up until after Revd. Sarah's licensing 

service. They will remain open daily except Sundays until Saturday 15th 

December, 10am to 4pm. By selling cards they raise a lot of money for the 

charities they support, taking relatively little for their own administration. The 

shops are run mainly by volunteers which helps keep their costs down. If you 

would like to help, please speak to one of the churchwardens or their manager. 

Bethan Hearne.

Bethan is the grand-daughter of Glenys who does so much for the church. 

Bethan is a very bright and very tall girl who has many interests including music 

and bell-ringing, and has regularly attended St John's. She has reached the age 

at which she ends her schooling, having successfully taken her A-levels at 

Cardiff and Vale College. So now she is off to university, and we wish her every 

success. 

She has done well. She won the "General Education" award for being the 

highest achiever attaining A* grades in Psychology and Biology and A's in 

Maths and Welsh Baccalaureate. Bethan also won the "Principal Award". This 

award celebrates outstanding achievements during 2017-18 academic year and 

goes to the student who best reflects the College's values either through 

achievement, attitude or participation in extra-curricular 

activities. Bethan's achievements have not gone un-

noticed, and she features in an article in the Penarth Times.

A model student she successfully secured herself a place at 

one of the UK's most prestigious universities and is now 

studying Experimental Psychology at Corpus Christi 

College at Oxford. Since being there she has been selected 

to row for the college as she has long arms and long legs, 

but she is enjoying it. Congratulations to her on her 

achievements.  Bethan Hearne
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Parish Share

The Parish Share is the amount each parish pays to the diocese for the continu-

ation of the ministry. This covers the expenses of running the diocese, the 

greatest of which by far is the cost of the clergy, their salaries, pensions, and 

maintenance of vicarages. The diocese does have income from other sources, 

but that is limited, and most comes from the parishes by way of the share. 

Besides the cost of clergy, parishes can benefit from the share by way of grants 

for special objectives, but these are quite limited. We do not pay our clergy 

directly, as happens in some non-conformist denominations, but they are paid 

for by the diocese. The share is by far the greatest outgoing from our parish, 

amounting to not far short of half of our regular monthly spending, and we rely 

on the generosity of regular giving to cover it. Each year it increases, to keep 

pace with the ever increasing costs of running the diocese and church mission 

in general. Next year we will have to find nearly £37,000 to pay it, an extra 

£4,000 over this year's share. So we would ask regular givers to think of whether 

they can increase their weekly or monthly giving to help us meet this important 

expense. Whether you give in cash, or through envelopes, or by other means, 

please think of whether you can up your amount. Even an extra £1 each week 

would help.  

Heating Problems

Anyone in the church will have noticed that it has been a bit chilly of late. That 

is because the ancient heating boiler has finally broken down beyond repair. As 

stated in the last magazine, it was planned to have had a new one by now, but 

various factors delayed the start of the work. Installation of the new boiler will 

take eight weeks, during which there will be no heating, which is why we tried 

to keep the old one going over the winter. But a vital part broke down, and the 

heating engineers could neither repair it successfully nor get a replacement. 

What is now being tried is to install a temporary domestic boiler to replace the 

existing one, which can be fitted more quickly, but will not give as much heat. 

Work has been put in hand immediately and the good news is that it has been 

done and we now have some heating. It will not keep the church as warm as the 

proper one, but is should at least keep the chill off the building and tide us over 

the colder weather.

Parish News ...

Cardiff Polyphonic Choir 

The Cardiff Polyphonic Concert on 16th December at 4pm is to be dedicated in 

memory of Pauline Granger, as a celebration of her life. They will hold a retiring 

collection for Welsh Blood Services who helped her in her hour of need.
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Friends of St John's Church

The Friends of St John's Church held their Annual General Meeting on Sunday 

14th October after morning service. This is a formal meeting at which the 

Annual Report and Accounts are adopted and elections to the committee are 

made. The President, Capt. Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards took the chair, and the 

business was conducted swiftly. This year there were no changes to the 

committee, which has two vacancies which do not have to be filled. One of these 

arises from the sad passing of Pauline Grainger earlier in the year. Pauline was 

a stalwart of the Friends, as of the church, being a founder member and on the 

committee from its beginnings. She worked hard to organise the annual 

pilgrimage and other events, and we miss her greatly. The Friends organises 

events and raises money to support the church by means of grants for the upkeep 

and improvement of its fabric and furnishings. 

The Friends will be holding its annual Autumn Luncheon later this month, on 

Sunday 25th November. This is a chance for a wider circle of people to meet 

informally and have a chat together. Unfortunately, by the time you read this, 

bookings will have closed.  

Charitable Donations

Around this time of year it has been customary for the church to make donations 

to charity. Recent policy has been to split the amount between International, 

Welsh and Local organisations. At the recent PCC it was decided to support the 

same organisations as last year, and to give £400 each to Christian Aid, The 

Archbishop of Wales Fund for Children, and £200 each to the Huggard and 

Street Pastors. It was also decided during next year to review our policy for 

donations after Revd. Sarah has had time to settle in and learn more about the 

church and Cardiff. 

DEPARTURE

The funeral took place at St John’s of a departed sister in Christ

 On Monday 17th September 2018,   Mary Jones

May she rest in peace and rise in glory

... Parish News
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Tower News 

The tower open day season is now over and we have raised £174 for the church 

boiler fund and just over £600 for the tower fund.  After last year, when we were 

only able to open once, this is very encouraging and I'm very grateful to 

everyone who helped, including from other towers.

At last the season of what felt like never-ending road closures seems to be over 

and the new bollard system is also in place.  So far this has worked well for the 

ringers, unlike for some other church members, although we had unexpected 

problems on Remembrance Sunday.

We have two new learners, both progressing well.  One, Ann, came to us 

through Ringing Remembers, a national initiative aimed at replacing the 1,400 

ringers lost in WWI by the same number of new recruits.  Success was achieved 

when she was able to ring with us on Remembrance Sunday when we rang 

additionally at 12.30 pm for about 30 minutes to coincide with the 

commemorations outside City Hall.  This was part of ringing organised UK-

wide at this time with the bells open, not muffled, by special government request 

in celebration of the centenary of the cessation of hostilities.  In theory we 

should have rung muffled for the morning service but it would not have been 

possible to remove the muffles safely in the time available before the lunchtime 

session.

On the student side it is a mixed story.  Our existing student, Poppy, has 

damaged her arm and cannot ring and one new student, Catherine, had to return 

home to recover from illness.  But on the plus side we have welcomed Amanda 

whose arrival was unexpected, plus post-grad Rachel and her boyfriend Robert.  

I'm especially grateful to these latter two for all their support on Remembrance 

Sunday when they spent the day commuting between Llandaff Cathedral and St 

John's!

The season known as Quarter Peal Fortnight is upon us as I write and we have 

managed three successful QPs, all rung prior to Evensong.  The first, on October 

28th, was rung as welcome to Sarah, our new priest-in-charge and included a 

member of the Rumney ringers who is a very loyal supporter of our practices 

and also came to help on Remembrance Sunday.  The QP on that day seemed 

fated when two ringers of the original band had to be replaced and then Neil was 

unwell on the day.  We did however manage to ring it on 6 bells instead of 8, 

with thanks to Mary for standing down at the last minute.

Bob Hardy
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Garden of Remembrance

This year, as in past years, a Garden of Remembrance was dedicated in the 
churchyard, in memory of all who died in two world wars and other conflicts. 
This is organised by the Royal British Legion, and takes place on the Saturday 
a week before Remembrance Sunday, on the same day as the Welsh Festival 
of Remembrance in St David's Hall in the evening. This Garden of Remembrance 
is for Cardiff, to be separate from the Welsh National ceremonies in the castle 
and Cathays Park. The congregation assembled in the church for the service to 
begin at 10.30. The procession of Standards entered the church to the Hymn 
'O Valiant Hearts', and readings and prayers were said. Just before 11.00 the 
standards led the people out into the churchyard, which had already been 
prepared with crosses laid out and the 'poppy tree' arranged. Then, at the hour, 
the Act of Remembrance was performed, including the two minutes' silence, 
during which the standards were lowered. The Garden was dedicated by Revd. 
Sarah, then followed the planting of poppy crosses, beginning with Her 
Majesty's Lord Lieutenant of South Glamorgan Mrs. Morfudd Meredith on behalf 
of Her Majesty the Queen, and the Lord Mayor of Cardiff Cllr. Dianne Rees on 
behalf of the city. Poppy crosses were planted on behalf of the National 
Assembly for Wales, the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force, the 
Merchant Navy, the Royal British Legion, individual regiments of the army, 
branches of the other services, civil services and ex-services associations of 
Cardiff, over 50 organisations in total, all of whose members had made the 
sacrifice during the wars. Solemn music was provided by the St Athan Volun-
tary Band of the RAF. The ceremony ended with the blessing and singing of 
the National Anthems. The garden is visible and accessible in the busy centre 
of the city as a memorial to lives laid down in service to their country. 

The Standard-Bearers enter the 

church.

The Garden of Remembrance is 

dedicated. 
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Remembrance Sunday this year was on 11th November, thus bringing 
together the dates of Armistice and Remembrance. After the First World War 
the dead were remembered on the 11th November, the anniversary of the 
cessation of hostilities in that great conflict, and everything stopped for a two 
minute silence at 11 o'clock. But after the Second World War, which ended on 
two different dates, (Europe & Far East), remembrance was marked on the 
nearest Sunday to the 11th, rather than the day itself. In recent years there has 
been a move to return to using the 11th, but in this fast-moving age, stopping 
the world on a weekday is not so easy. As it happened, this year the two 
traditions coincided. The nature of remembrance has also changed, in that half 
a century ago, many of the people attending the ceremonies would have 
personally known a friend or relative who had died in one of the wars. Today 
to most people it is more like something out of history. Even so, it remains 
important to remember the price of war, and that hardly a year has gone by 
since in which a British serviceman has not been killed on duty somewhere in 
the world. 

In St John's the Act of Remembrance was undertaken during the morning 
service. Just before eleven the liturgy was paused, to allow the roll of names of 
those of the parish who had died in war to be read out. And it is quite a long 
list. The words of Remembrance were read, and the Last Post was played on the 
trumpet stop on the organ. There then followed the two minutes of silence, until 
the organ sounded again with reveille. At the same time, the national service 
for Wales of remembrance and the silence was taking place not far away. At the 
conclusion of the church service, the two national anthems were sung.

In a departure from usual custom, the church bells were rung without 
muffles. This was because this year marked the 100th anniversary of the end 
of the First War. The end of hostilities after such an awful conflict was seen at 
the time as a cause for great rejoicing, and 100 years on, this was reflected. The 
bells were rung after the service as well as before as part of a national 
commemoration of the coming of peace, with bells all over Britain ringing 
together at 12.30. In the evening a special quarter-peal was rung to mark the 
coming of peace.  

Remembrance Sunday

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
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The Cytun Annual Dinner took place at the City United Reformed Church on 

Wednesday 26th September. Members of the different churches in Cardiff City and 

the Bay sat down to enjoy a meal in the upper hall on the gallery of the church. 

There was no guest speaker this year, but instead, one representative of each church 

said a few words after the meal, about their church and on how they made their 

churches more welcoming to people outside and in the community around. 

Canon Peter Collins of St David's Cathedral spoke of the project of re-ordering the 

buildings around the cathedral. This will involve extensive rebuilding to provide the 

facilities needed for the present time. 

Dewi Sant explained how they drew their congregation from quite a wide area, as 

far as Barry and the Valleys. They provide space for coffee and for meetings.

The Quakers in Charles Street had lost their burial ground because of building 

development around. They were able to engage with the community by letting out 

some of their rooms for activities during the week. 

St John's church was open every day so that people could come in for quiet and 

contemplation, and the hospitality of the tea room. Plans were in progress for 

development within the building to make it more welcoming with better functioning 

for the years ahead. 

St Paul's Grangetown explained how the church was to be redeveloped in a major 

project to include housing accommodation as well as worship space within the 

church and its grounds. 

City URC were continuing to improve their ability to provide better facilities for 

refreshments and for the building to be used as a meeting place. Being presently 

without a minister they relied on 

lay help to keep up progress.

Tabernacl, being in the heart of 

Cardiff meant they could open 

their doors to shoppers to drop in 

for coffee. In December they 

hosted The Christmas Story, a 

dramatic telling of the Nativity 

performed by teams of volunteer 

actors, with free admission and 

several performances every day. 

Cytun Annual Dinner

Cytun Dinner at City URC in Windsor Place
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Faithful Cardiff 

Organ Concerts 2019

Interfaith Week 11th-18th November 

As part of the Interfaith Week activities South Cardiff Interfaith Network held a 

walk around Cardiff Bay, Butetown and Grangetown on Sunday 18th November.

Members of different Christian denominations and Hindu and Muslim 

communities gathered outside the Norwegian Church. As we walked and talked we 

visited various places of worship along the way. We met in Cardiff Bay and began 

by walking through the heart of Butetown to Ty Krishna Cymru in Bute Street. 

Amongst our further stops we visited several churches, including the Greek 

Orthodox Church of St Nicholas, a mosque 

and a Gurdwara, and we finished at the Shri 

Swaminarayan Mandir temple in Grangetown. 

Interfaith Week focuses on interfaith 

understanding and cooperation. Our walk 

gave us all an special opportunity to discover 

more about one another and to understand our 

'distinctive features and areas of common 

ground. On the walk there was a friendly 

atmosphere. There were lots of good 

discussions and fun and laughter! I'd 

thoroughly recommend it to everyone.    (RL)

The programme of lunchtime concerts for 2018 on our fine 'Father' Willis is now over. 
Each concert attracted a good audience who were able to enjoy a wide range of music 
for the instrument from very able players. We now look forward to the series for 2019, 
which includes many of our favourite performers and some new ones. The concerts are 
on the second Friday of each month and start at 1.15pm. Admission is free and there 
is a retiring collection to help support the series. 
The full programme for 2019 is: 
January 11th - Dr  EMMA  GIBBINS  ( Newport Cathedral )                
February 8th - MEIRION  WYNN  JONES   ( Carmarthen )
March 8th  -   CATHERINE  ENNIS  ( St Lawrence Jewry, London )                 
April 12th  -    JEFFREY  HOWARD  ( Director of Music, St John's College, Cardiff )
May 10th  -    SARAH  BALDOCK  ( Cheltenham Ladies College )                        
June 14th  -    ELIN  REES   ( Bury Parish Church, Lancashire )
July 12th   -    MARGARET  PHILLIPS   ( International Concert Organist )                     
August 9th -     IAIN  SIMCOCK   ( International Concert Organist )
September 13th -  HUW TREGELLES WILLIAMS  ( Swansea)
October 11th -    THOMAS  TROTTER  ( International Organ Virtuoso )
November 8th -  PHILIP  THOMAS   ( St John's Church, Cardiff ) 

Visiting Ty Krishna Cymru in 

Bute Street.
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Advent and Christmas at St John’s Cardiff

28th November,  7pm - Tenovus Cancer Care Lovelight Concert *

1st - 20th December, at various times,   A Fleeting Meeting with St Nicholas 

1st December,  10am  - Barry Brass Band Carols for Cards   

    1.45pm - Blessing of the Crib, 

    2pm - Carols for Shoppers,  3pm - German Carols         

2nd December,  6.00pm - Advent Carols 

5th December,  7pm - Ronald McDonald House Carol Concert *

6th December,  7.15pm - Kidney Wales Carol Concert * ()

  See Kidney Wales website to book tickets and donate

8th December,   12 noon - Palestrina Choir Carols  

                 2pm - Carols for Shoppers, 3pm - German Carols 

10th December,  12.30pm - Advent Discussion Group 

13th December,  1.15pm - Llandaff Cathedral School Choir Concert *

14th December,  7pm - Order of St. John Eye Hospital Carol Service *

15th December,  12 noon - Oriana Choir Charity Concert,  

                 2pm Carols for Shoppers.    3pm German Carols  

                 (Last day of trading for Cards for Good Causes)

16th December,  4pm - Cardiff Polyphonic Choir Concert *

17th December,  12.30pm - Advent Discussion Group  

22nd December,  2pm - Carols for Shoppers, 3pm - German Carols   

23rd December, 6pm - Service of Nine Lessons and Carols   

Christmas Eve,  2pm - German Carols, 3pm - Children's Crib Service  

 11pm - "Midnight Mass" the First Eucharist of Christmas 

Christmas Day,  10am - Sung Eucharist

First Sunday of Christmas,        30th December, 10am Eucharist, no Evensong   

Epiphany Sunday, 7 January,  6pm - Festal Evensong

     * Contact organisers to obtain details. Tickets may need to be purchased.

 Free Entry. For some events a collection may be taken.
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Wed.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Sarah Jones, 
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 4956

Curate 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Church Wardens
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519
   Ruth Livingstone (029) 2045 4743

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
 12.45 pm Bible Book Club
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff
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Diary Dates

November
Sun 25th CHRIST THE KING (Sunday Before Advent) 

Wed 28th Tenovus Lovelight Concert 7.00 pm

Fri 30th  ST ANDREW 

December
Sat 1st  World AIDS Day.  Barry Brass Band 10.00 am.

 Blessing of Crib under the tower 1.45 pm,  

  Carols for Shoppers 2.00pm, Traditional German Carols 3.00pm

 

Sun 2nd  ADVENT SUNDAY  Music and Hymns by Candlelight 6 pm

Tue 4th  Tuesday Fellowship (Christmas Lunch).  

Wed 5th Ronald McDonald House Carol Concert  7.00 pm 

Thu 6th  Mothers’ Union Carol Service 2.00 pm 

  Kidney Wales Carol Concert 7.15 pm

Fri 7th  Cardiff University Christian Union Carols  7.00 pm

Sat 8th  Palestrina Choir Carol Concert 12.00 noon   

Carols for Shoppers 2.00pm, Traditional German Carols 3.00pm

Sun 9th  Second Sunday in Advent  

Mon 10th Advent Discussion Group 12.30 pm

Thu 13th Carol Concert by Llandaff Cathedral School Choir 1.15 pm 

Fri 14th  St John Eye Hospital Carol Service 7.00 pm

Sat 15th  Oriana Ladies Choir Charity Concert 1.00 pm

Carols for Shoppers 2.00pm, Traditional German Carols 3.00pm

  Cards for Good Causes closes.

Sun 16th Third Sunday in Advent 

Cardiff Polyphonic Choir Concert 4.00 pm  (See P. 9)

Mon 17th Advent Discussion Group 12.30 pm

Sat 22nd Carols for Shoppers 2.00pm, Traditional German Carols 3.00pm

Sun 23rd Fourth Sunday in Advent  

9 Lessons and Carols 6.00 pm

Mon 24th Christmas Eve  Traditional German Carols 2.00 pm.

Children’s Crib Service 3.00 pm

Midnight Mass 11.00 pm. 

Tue 25th CHRISTMAS DAY Sung Eucharist 10.00am  
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

December

Wed 26th ST STEPHEN

Thu 27th ST JOHN APOSTLE

Fri 28th  HOLY INNOCENTS

Sun 30th First Sunday of Christmas   Holy Eucharist 10.00am  (No Evensong)

January

Tue 1st  THE NAMING OF JESUS 

Sun 6th  EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD Festal Evensong 6pm     

Tue 8th  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm 

Wed 9th PCC Meeting 7.00pm at vicarage. 

Fri 11th  Organ Concert Emma Gibbins 1.15pm

Sun 13th THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST  Second Sunday of Epiphany  

Fri 18th  Week of prayer for Christian Unity begins. (18th - 25th Jan.)

Sun 20th Third Sunday of Epiphany  

Fri 25th  THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL 

Sun 27th Fourth Sunday of Epiphany (Holocaust Memorial Day)

February

Sat 2nd  PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas) 

Sun 3rd  Fifth Sunday before Lent - Candlemas Sunday

Tue 5th  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm 

Fri 9th  Organ Concert Meirion Wynn Jones 1.15pm

Sun 10th Fourth Sunday before Lent 

Sun 17th Third Sunday before Lent - Education Sunday

Sun 24th Second Sunday before Lent - Creation Sunday

March

Fri 1st  ST DAVID  

Sun 3rd  Sunday before Lent - Transfiguration Sunday

Tue 5th  Shrove Tuesday 

Wed 6th ASH WEDNESDAY
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Vanessa Hall

Choir Director

Philip Thomas

Organist

Wendy Roberts

Chorister

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 17

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Advent Sunday, 2nd December

Advent Music and Hymns by Candlelight - 6.00 pm

Every Saturday to 22nd Dec. 

Shoppers Carols - 2.00 pm; German Carols - 3.00 pm 

Sunday, 23rd December 

Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols - 6.00 pm

Christmas Eve - Monday 24th December

Traditional German Carols  -  2.00 pm

Children’s Crib Service - 3.00 pm
Sung Eucharist (Midnight Mass) - 11.00 pm

Christmas Day - Tuesday 25th December

Sung Eucharist - 10.00 am. 

For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 25.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 25.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 25.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 25.

2019 Lunchtime Organ Concerts
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

Friday 11th January 

EMMA GIBBINS - Newport Cathedral
Friday 8th February

MEIRION WYNN JONES - Carmarthen
Concerts start at 1.15pm. and last 30mins. FREE entry, Retiring  collection.

A full list of concerts for the year is given on page 15.  


